
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

300 years of Freedom, Reason and Tolerance 

Newsletter - Winter/ Spring 2020 

Great Meeting Chapel  

Leicester 

 



2  

 

 SERVICES LED BY THE MINISTER 
SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY  

2nd  11am    

9th     11am 

16th  11am 

23rd 11am 

 

SUNDAYS IN  MARCH 

1st  11am 

8th  11am   

15th  11am 

22nd  11am 

29th  11 am 

 

SUNDAYS IN APRIL 

5th  11am 

12th  11am 

19th  11am 

26th  11am  

 

SUNDAYS IN  MAY 

3rd  11am 

10th  11am 

17th  11am  

24th  11 am  

31st  11am 

 

DIARY DATES 

 Saturday 7
th
 March  EMU Quarterly Meeting at Hinckley 

2.30 pm. 

 Sunday 22
nd

 March  Mothering Sunday.   
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 Sunday 5
th
 April  Palm Sunday. 

 Sunday 12
th
 April  Easter Sunday. 

 Sunday 17th May Annual EMU Joint Service at      
Boston: Tea 4.00pm, Service 5.00pm 

 

FROM THE MINISTER 

I have a great deal of admiration for the Pope. 

In his Christmas message for 2019 he included the idea that 
God loves us all, even the worst of us. 

Earlier in the year I remember him replying to the question 
“What happens to wicked people when they die?” by saying 
there is no particular punishment awaiting them, they pass 
away like the rest of us. 

The Pope’s humility and humanity in remarks like these        
impressed me, even brought a tear to my eye. 

It is easy these days to follow Francis’s pronouncements 
online. Here are some of his other ideas which I like: 

“I prefer a church which is bruised hurting and dirty because it 
has been out on the streets, rather a church which is unhealthy 
from being confined…” 

“A little bit of mercy makes the world less cold and more just…” 

“I see clearly that the thing the church needs most today is the 
ability to heal wounds and to warm hearts … it needs near-
ness, proximity…” 

All this reminds me of the Dalai Lama, whose great pronounce-
ment “Kindness is my religion…” has long been inspirational.  

His Holiness also wrote: “Every day, think as you wake up, to-
day I am fortunate to be alive. I have a precious human life, I 
am not going to waste it. I am going to use all my energies… to 
expand my heart out to others, to achieve enlightenment for 
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the benefit of all human beings. I am going to have kind 
thoughts towards others, I am not going to get angry or think 
badly about others. I am going to benefit others as much as I 
can.” 

I wonder whether you made a New Year’s resolution this 
year? Well, instead of a personal resolution, try instead to 
come up with what you would say if you had to make a public 
pronouncement in the manner of the Dalai Lama or Pope 
Francis. 

What wisdom or insight would you most like to share? I would 
love to know. 

If I had to make a pronouncement for 2020 it would be: trans-
late your theology into simple terms of kindness and ac-
ceptance, these are more important than the rules of religion. 

We remember Whittier’s immortal words: 

“The letter fails, the systems fall, 

And every symbol wanes: 

The Spirit over-brooding all, 

Eternal Love, remains.” 

This Christmas my daughter Kate gave me a copy of The 
Boy, The Mole, The Fox, and The Horse by Charlie 
Mackesey. Hailed by the critics as one of the most beautiful 
books, it is a story of love, friendship and loyalty, written and 
drawn freehand: it looks as if it was done with a quill and Indi-
an Ink. 

It is indeed beautiful and affecting, a simple moral tale simply 
told. You can read it in less than an hour, although it repays 
much longer to reflect on and savour. 

Comparisons are always invidious, but it might be said to be-
long to the same genre as The Wind In The Willows. Winnie 
the Pooh has also been mentioned, and adjectives such as 
Whimsical and magical wise and adorable have been          
employed. 
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It is the sort of book which can be enjoyed by people of all  
ages – a timeless account of experience which we can all   
relate to. 

Reviews have been uniformly adulatory, and I imagine     
thousands of copies were sold for presents. 

Personally I was left feeling (as I often am), if only life were as 
honest and straightforward as this… But it is still good to have 
the precious virtues of love and friendship rehearsed again. 

As someone once said, the best advice for everyone is : hold 
hands and stick together. 

With all good wishes for the New Year to all members and 
friends of Great Meeting, 

 

Arthur. 

 

P.S. 2020 sounds like a year of vision, doesn’t it? Let’s hope it 
is indeed perfect vision !       
         

ROOF REPAIR FUND 

Thank you so much to everyone who has donated towards the 

roof repair fund.  Between Dec 12th and Jan 12th we raised 

£500 towards our target of £5,000. 

We are in the process of applying for a number of grants and 

will soon be embarking on a heritage outreach programme to 

widen the availability of the chapel to the local community. 

If you would like any additional information please pick up a 

leaflet in chapel. Alternatively visit the relevant section of our 

website http://www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk/leicester-

unitarians-great-meeting-roof-repair/ 
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COMMUNITY CONCERT 

The Knighton Community Choir entertained a sizeable         
audience in the chapel on December 12th with their annual 
Christmas Concert. Not deterred by a sudden breakdown of 
the heating system on the same morning [now repaired] we 
had rapidly hired portable heaters for emergency heating such 
that an urgent appeal to the choir to bring woolly jumpers 
proved unnecessary! 

The well rehearsed 35 strong choir, under the musical         
direction of Simon Lubkowski, took full advantage of the 
chapel’s renowned acoustics to entertain us with a Christmas 
medley of songs ranging from O come, O come Emmanuel 
and O holy night, to popular favourites Last Christmas and A 
Spaceman Came Travelling. The audience were glad to join 
in singing the carols such as Silent Night and The Christmas 
Song.  

A highlight of the 
evening was  a per-
formance   of two  
pieces,  Verso  and 
La Mourisque, by 
10 year old choir 
member Nicholas 
Silke. Nicholas 
started lessons with 
his teacher John 
Gull in January  
2019 and practices 
regularly at Saint  
Andrews church in 
Aylestone. The mastery of the organ that Nicholas has 
achieved in this short period of time is remarkable! 

After the concert we all repaired to the Garden Room for hot 
drinks and a delicious array of cakes. An exit collection for the 
roof appeal raised a fantastic £113. 
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CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 
 

Our annual Carol Concert , followed by afternoon tea, was 
again a great success. The chapel was candle lit, and the 
decorations as splendid as ever, with the added attraction of 
an ingenious, mobile Christmas tree on wheels.  

This year, volunteers for the readings were in full supply and 
our minister even had to place some on the waiting list for 
next year. 
 
Many thanks to all who helped at every stage, in particular to 
our decorations supremo, Tony, who knows better than     
anyone that what goes up, must come down!  
 

 

Huw Edwards provided piano accompaniment to the Great 
Meeting Singers who performed several lovely Christmas 
themed songs. 
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CANDLES 
For Mum and Dad and Crichton, 

For Ron and Phil and Anne, 
Each one a candle lighted 

Set in a tray of sand. 
 

Within the high cathedral 
There burn the tiny flames 

Amid a host of others, 
Each one a loved one’s name. 

 
Each one for now remembered 

By those they left behind 
As jolly or bad tempered 
Or gentle, loving, kind. 

 
Within the high cathedral 

We all have prayers to say, 
And more than a moment’s silence 

Before we turn away. 
 

Arthur Stewart 
 

BURNS  LUNCH 

The annual Burns Lunch took place after service on Sunday 

January 26th and, as the photos opposite show, it was a      

convivial occasion that greatly cheered up a dull winter  day. 

Thanks  to Mike and Nicky Drucquer, for organising and    

cooking the delicious food, and to  Diane, Roy, David, Julie, 

Shirley and everyone else who helped  on the day. Stuart’s 

stirring “address to the haggis “ was also much appreciated. 

Congratulations to Annabel for winning the Burns quiz. 

After covering costs the lunch raised  £186.18 which will be 

put  towards the Roof Renovation appeal. C 
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Acknowledgement to Tony Fletcher for these photos and 

for the one on the front cover 
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   BOOK REVIEW: CARTES POSTALES FROM   
 GREECE by VICTORIA HISLOP 
 
If you want to be treated by thoughts of being in Greece,     
experiencing blue skies, dark trees, ancient buildings,      
monasteries, Churches, cities laden with history, small coastal 
communities then this may be the book for you. Further      
enjoyment is provided by description of religious rituals, heroic 
parades, musical instruments, family life, street culture and 
Greek people. 
 
The novel tells short stories which are mainly folklore type  
tales, one based on Greek myth, occasional present day. The 
leading characters include musicians, a lonely wife, a monk, a 
young Greek woman living in Germany and often ordinary 
folk. Chiming with a recent Chapel theme they often have an 
element of failure, they are not happy ever after stories. 
Through the tales an insight into Greek culture, history and 
politics appears to emerge. 
 
The novel’s structure hangs on a travelogue written by        
Anthony.  Anthony is a mature man writing a book on Greek 
architecture.  Having been jilted by the woman he loves he 
decides to be bereft in Greece rather than return to London. 
As a lone traveller he finds Greek people very friendly and 
talkative, the short stories are told by people he meets. 
Through the travelogue we are given descriptions of the non 
fictional places he visits and where the stories are set. 
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Hislop uses modern day characters to introduce and conclude 
her novels. They lead us into the main story but are largely  
devolved from it.  Ellie is used in this way receiving postcards 
and eventually the journal as she lives in the flat Anthony     
believes to be occupied by his ex. I believe the purpose is to 
whet our appetite for the beauty Greece has to offer. 
 
Greece however has a troubled history and the bright         
sunshine casting very dark shadows may act as a               
metaphor.  References are made to the 400 years of Turkish 
rule and the devastation  left by German occupation in the 
Second World War.  Present economic hardship is also       
described and areas of lawlessness are referred to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Victoria Hislop now spends half her time in Greece, her       
passion for the country can be appreciated in her writing.  In        
interview she explains the use of photos to inspire her 
work.  To this end she travelled with a Greek photographer, 
many photos are used throughout the book.  She states: 
            ‘It was also incredibly important to me to work with 
someone Greek - there are many cultural tropes you can     
observe on the surface, but you don’t wholly understand or      
appreciate the meaning that underpins them’ 
 
The book is an easy read.  It would be good to read on        
holiday.  For me it brightened up a very wet January. 
 
                                                                          Sue Harper 
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MINISTER:  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart MA 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby,  
Loughborough,  Leicestershire, 
LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236                 
Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail:                                    

ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 

  
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads 
Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
  
CHAIRMAN: 
Dr Michael Drucquer 
47, Elms Road 
Leicester, Le2 3JD 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
E-mail: 
m.drucquer@ntlworld.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
(see contact details above)  
 
TREASURER: 
Mr Ray Harding 
14 Gilmore Close 
Oakham 
LE15 6FR 
Tel: 0797160 1137 
Email: rayharding123@aol.com 
 

ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva,  
Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820                  
Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
  
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, 
Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 

  
ORGANIST: 
Mr Robin Lister 
Tel: 0787 019 5026 
  
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
  
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 

Nick Linnett 

nick@nicklinnett-marketing.co.uk   

mobile: 07802 713 215. 

Email:  
lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 

  
CHAPEL WEBSITE:  
www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
  
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, LE1 4SX 
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