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 SERVICES LED BY THE MINISTER 
SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER  

6
th
  3pm     Service and Afternoon Tea 

13
th
  11am 

20
th
  11am 

27
th
  11am 

SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER 

3
rd

  11am 

10
th
  11am  Remembrance Sunday Service 

17
th
  11am 

24
th
  11am 

SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER 

1
st
  11am 

8
th
  11am 

15
th
  11am 

22
nd

  3pm    Carol Service and Christmas Tea 

29
th
  11am  

SUNDAYS IN  JANUARY 

5th  11am 

12th  11am 

19th  11am  

26th  11 am Burns Lunch 

Thanks to George Sfougaras for the cover  photo of          
Unfolding Design, the banner he had displayed in Leicester       
Cathedral as part of the International Journey’s Festival.  
Also for the images that are featured on pages 7 and 11. 
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DIARY DATES 
 Saturday 5

th
 October:   East Midland Unitarians AGM at 

Great Meeting. 

 November meeting of the Vestry: Date TBA. 

FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear Friends, 

Do you ever frequent Charity Shops? 

These days the High Street is full of them: an unhealthy      

economic sign. But the actual shops themselves are undoubt-

edly worthwhile in a charitable sense. 

They have largely replaced the old idea of junk shop 

“Antiques”  (somewhere you might have gone to pick up a    

forgotten masterpiece in oils or priceless ceramic), and they 

have also replaced the second-hand clothes shop. They are 

extremely useful in addition for disposing of all those unwanted 

but resalable items. 

I have to confess I am an inveterate visitor to charity shops. I 

can’t pass one without popping in to check out the stock. I    

habitually look for books and some clothing. One of my better 

book buys was a paperback of the Mersey Poets, signed by 

the authors, which cost me £1.35p. 

Clothes-wise I have found shirts, a couple of suits and a tweed 

jacket. 

Autumn is tweeds, corduroys and sensible shoes. The “season 

of mists and mellow fruitfulness” not only keeps the memory of 

John Keats alive, but encourages us to be outdoors preparing 

for harvest festival, and enjoying the last of the clement     
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weather before the inhospitable days set in. 

I am also on the look out for winter reading. Charity shop 

shelves always have copies of those classics we ought to   

devour by the fireside on long winter evenings. 

By supporting the charities the shops represent, and by      

donating items no longer either beautiful or useful, we make a 

contribution towards the sustainable world. 

In America charity shops are also known as thrift stores. Thrift 

is often regarded as a virtue, being frugal, sparing and      

economical in our use of resources such as food, money or 

time, avoiding waste or extravagance. One of the minor      

virtues, it nevertheless resonates in today’s world on account 

of our concern to conserve and renew. 

As we gather in the fruits of the natural world and celebrate 

them at Harvest, giving thanks for the prodigality of the earth, 

let us not forget our duty to be responsible custodians of “all 

good gifts around us”, and live thriftily and charitably too. 

With good wishes to all chapel members and friends,  

          

    Arthur. 

The beautiful flowers that the 

Stewart family provided in  

chapel  for the Sunday service 

on 15th September, in remem-

brance of Annie’s birthday 

which had   fallen earlier in the 

week. Annie is sorely missed 

by Arthur, Jenny and Kate and 

by all of us in the Great Meeting            

Congregation. 
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WEDDING 

On Saturday 29
th
 June the wedding of EMMA and STEPHEN 

LYNCH took place in chapel. 

This joyful occasion was blessed with wonderfully warm 

weather when a full congregation of family and friends assem-

bled at Great Meeting to celebrate the happy day. 

Our sincere  congratulations to Emma and Steve and all their 

family members, including our own Freda, Julie and Don. 
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RECOVERED HISTORIES 

On August 10
th
 a number of the 

congregation made their way to 

the LCB depot in Rutland Street 

for the opening of fellow member 

George Sfougaras’s Recovered 

Histories exhibition. As we met 

up on the pavement outside our 

eyes were drawn to a piece of 

street art bearing a familiar face. 

It was George! 

 

We later learnt that, for the duration of the International 

Journeys Festival (10
th
 to 30

th
 August) Leicester city centre 

was acting an outdoor gallery for portraits of five individuals 

‘who all call Leicester home but have all come from different 

cultural or geographical backgrounds’. A short video about the   

Portrait of a City initiative is available at https://

www.journeysfestival.com/jfileicsportrait and explains that 

each of the featured, representative individuals ‘has had a 

positive impact on our community, each in a different way’. By 

the time we left the opening, over an hour later, we all agreed 

that the choice of George to be the subject of a festival-linked 

portrait was justified and very apt. 

The exhibition was a vibrant mixture of original drawings, 

screen prints, banners (including some on velvet) and prints 

with lighting animation – all beautifully displayed in the      

spacious, light filled gallery. The multi-layered works mine the 

seam of memory to stunning effect. George explains how he: 

Photo: Arthur Stewart 

https://www.journeysfestival.com/jfileicsportrait
https://www.journeysfestival.com/jfileicsportrait
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“played around with the idea that most often we see  
only the surface, when beneath there is a wealth of 
knowledge and experience .The works have been     
informed by my own experiences, from the resettlement 
of my parents on the basis of religion, to my own as an 
adolescent migrant. I also had the privilege of working 
with others whose lives have been shaped by the pain 
of displacement.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George’s works were complemented by poems from several 

collaborators (see page 11).  There was also an accompany-

ing film, based on materials from the family archives of Bishop 

Guli, Arvind Bhatt and George himself. It was edited by my 

youngest daughter Kate who, unfortunately, could not attend 

the opening due to work commitments in London.  However, I 

know she is proud and delighted to have been a small part of 

such a timely and uplifting exhibition. As Rita Hindocha states 

so well in the forward to the exhibition handbook 

“The current brutal and unashamed rhetoric of closing in, 
of walling ‘ourselves’ off from ‘other’ requiring those 
‘others’ to go back to their countries means that this  
complex affirmation of the migrant experience has never 
been more necessary.”                         

       Nicky Drucquer 

RUINS 

Original drawing in 

pen and watercolour 

Lightbox print with 

Arduino controller. 

Lighting animation by 

Paul Rudman 
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TEA IN THE GARDEN, see write up on page 10 
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Acknowledgement to Tony Fletcher for these photos and 

for the one on the front cover 

  

 
Photos: Mike Drucquer 
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TEA IN THE GARDEN 
The Tea in the Garden went well and we raised a net amount 
after expenses of £202. The sun was shining brightly so we 
were all grateful for the cool canopy of the Plane trees. 
‘Chelsea and the King’ provided brilliant live music from a 
small stage in the garden, Robin Lister gave a short demon-
stration of our magnificent organ and David Wykes presented 
a talk on the history of the chapel.  Meanwhile the kitchen 
team worked flat out to keep us all suitably fed and refreshed 
with truly delicious homemade cakes, the book stall was 
erected outside and the Tombola drum spun non-stop. The 
remaining items from the Tombola were successfully          
auctioned off and left-over cakes were donated to a shelter for 
the homeless. We all had a very pleasant and satisfying after-
noon and were pleased to welcome into the chapel and gar-
den members of the public who might not otherwise have vis-
ited.  With everybody helping we cleared up in remarkably 
short order so thank you to all who attended and helped. 

Mike Drucquer 

 
NEW ROLE FOR MANJULA 

Manjula served as a councillor for twenty two years for the 

Belgrave Ward. She worked tirelessly helping the community 

from a wide range of issues ranging from crime through to 

council matters. She was given a merit award from the Right 

Honourable Tony Blair MP The Prime Minister. She also 

achieved two honourary degrees in law from De Montfort  

University and Leicester University. She also achieved an MBE 

from Her Majesty The Queen.  
 

Now she has been made the voluntary community faith       

advisor to The Elected City Mayor Sir Peter Soulsby. She goes 

to lots of miscellaneous events through the city representing 

the elected Mayor and helping the various communities in 

Leicester.              Manish Sood 
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UNACCOMPANIED 
 A container fit for a feast 

Turned begging bowl 
Her smile pleads 

The blue-eyed girl selected for sympathy 
Blonde hair washed combed parted 

Neatly dressed in Sunday best 
To touch the hearts of white America 

 
Fragments of photos left for decades 
The layers of stories retold reframed 
Sepia memories merged with history 

 
Facebook a century on feeds images 

A detention centre in Central Falls 
Next to the Good News Church 

Behind razor wire in a cinder block cell 
A dark-eyed girl without toothbrush or soap 
Covered in scabies she sleeps on the floor 
Tells the inspector sometimes I’m hungry 

 
       Michele Benn 
 

GREAT MEETING OPENS TO VISITORS 

Over the course of the weekend September 14 and 15 
th 

we 

welcomed just on 100 visitors to chapel. Thirty seven of these 

were participating in the annual ‘Ride’n’stride’ cycle event. The 

remainder were drawn to chapel because it was one of a  

number of historic buildings in Leicester taking part in the    

national Heritage Open Weekend.  

Thanks to Tony and everybody else who volunteered their 

time to give visitors a tour and share the history of Great Meet-

ing with them. The many positive comments left in the guest 

book show how much our visitors enjoyed their experience.  
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MINISTER:  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart MA 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby,  
Loughborough,  Leicestershire, 
LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236                 
Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail:                                    

ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 

  
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads 
Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
  
CHAIRMAN: 
Dr Michael Drucquer 
47, Elms Road 
Leicester, Le2 3JD 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
E-mail: 
m.drucquer@ntlworld.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
(see contact details above)  
 
TREASURER: 
Mr Ray Harding 
14 Gilmore Close 
Oakham 
LE15 6FR 
Tel: 0797160 1137 
Email: rayharding123@aol.com 
 

ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva,  
Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820                  
Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
  
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, 
Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 

  
ORGANIST: 
Mr Robin Lister 
Tel: 0787 019 5026 
  
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
  
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 

Nick Linnett 

nick@nicklinnett-marketing.co.uk   

mobile: 07802 713 215. 

Email:  
lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 

  
CHAPEL WEBSITE:  
www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
  
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, LE1 4SX 

DIRECTORY 
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