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300 years of Freedom, Reason and Tolerance

SUMMER SERVICES
11 am Sunday Services in June:
2nd

Minister

9th

Minister

16th

Minister

23rd

Minister

30th

Minister

11 am Sunday Services in July:
7th

Minister

14th

Minister

21st

Minister

28th

Minister

11 am Sunday Services in August:
4th

Minister

11th

Minister

18th

Minister

25th

Minister

11 am Sunday Services in September:
1st

Minister

8th

Minister

15th

Minister.

22nd

Minister (Followed by AGM)

29th

Minister (Harvest Service)
2

DIARY DATES


Saturday 29th June. 1 pm. The Wedding of Emma
Dickinson and Stephen Lynch will take place in chapel



Monday 26th August: 2 –4 pm. Tea In The Garden



Saturday 14th Sept, 10-5pm: Ride ’n stride



Saturday 14th & Sunday 15th Sept 10-5pm: Heritage
Open Days



22nd September: AGM after the service



29th September: Harvest lunch

FROM THE MINISTER
Dear Friends,
The theology of our forebears was rather terrible in some
respects, especially their beliefs about hell and a vengeful
God, and their lives might have frequently been dour and grim.
But they were not cynical, futile or unhappy because of that.
They had a religion, however deficient it may have been in
some ways, which developed resources of an inner strength to
meet the needs of life. And in this they may have known
something of that serenity so notably lacking in our own
experience.
Much of what we call modern bad behaviour is seldom bad in
the sense of being malicious. It is life without any depth of
tranquillity. People can give themselves over to discourteous
or excessive behaviour because they have missed the inner
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meaning and resource which would have shown them how
superficial the purposes are that they seek. It is difficult to
imagine people with depth and serenity of spirit being
attracted for long by hectic living.
Serenity of spirit not only reflects itself in the quality of our
inner life. There are far-reaching external consequences too.
The broad extent and increasing popularity of an environmentally-friendly philosophy of living, clearly shows the general
sense of concern. We have begun to rediscover fundamental
ties between our inner peace of mind and our occupancy of
the world. We are beginning to see again that if there is, for
example, justice in our dealings with all peoples, the
environment will be preserved and the land will be properly
cared for. We have suddenly woken up to the fact that the
exploitation of the earth and the ruination of its seas and
atmosphere serve greed and selfishness alone.
As life becomes more and more complex, and its demands
upon us increase, it becomes more than ever necessary that
we possess a measure of real serenity and peace within
ourselves. For it is upon this foundation that our hope for the
future rests.
With every good wish to all members and friends,
Arthur
Cover photo of the oldest and youngest members of the Great Meeting
congregation, Freda and Forest, courtesy of Thom
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IN MEMORIUM
LUCY AMELIA CROLE
It is with great sadness that we record the death on Saturday
6th April last of LUCY, the mother of our member ROY
CROLE, at the good age of 94 years.
The funeral took place at Great Glen Crematorium on 26th
April, the minister officiating.

DAVID CLAPP
My brother, David M. Clapp, died suddenly on April 28, 2019
in New York City. He was 56 years old, very much a family
man, a talented musician and linguist, and a committed
humanitarian.
He was born in Kent, but grew up in Cheltenham, where he
attended Cheltenham Grammar School. Later he studied for
a degree in Politics, Philosophy and Economics at Hertford
College, Oxford.
His earliest passion was for music,
and he was an accomplished viola
player and pianist, often playing in
chamber music ensembles. For two
years he was a member of the
National Youth Orchestra of Great
Britain, and while at Oxford was a
member of the University Orchestra
and conducted the Hertford College
Orchestra.
This love of music
remained throughout his life.
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After Oxford he studied for a Masters degree at the Diplomatic
Academy in Vienna, where he also completed an internship at
the United Nations. While in Vienna he met his first wife,
Charlotte, with whom he had two sons, Alexander and
Sebastian. After graduating from the Diplomatic Academy, he
followed a career in the EU civil service for a number of years,
with postings in Brussels, Budapest, Luxembourg, and Turin.
The break-up of his marriage prompted him to seek new
directions and for a short time he was a United Nations
volunteer in Poland, marking the start of a long and successful
career in international development.
It was his next job as director of CARE International Bulgaria,
that took him to Sofia. Here he met his second wife, Yanna,
as the result of an incident that might have been disastrous.
While working for CARE, he uncovered potential fraud in the
distribution of medical supplies and, probably not
coincidentally, suffered a mugging that left him with a broken
cheek bone and left hand, threatening to end his viola playing.
Yanna was the Bulgarian doctor who provided the expert
medical attention that restored the movement of his hand.
Despite his preference for Europe over the United States, he
moved with Yanna to the United States, where they settled in
Princeton, New Jersey.
It was in the United States, that David finally had the
opportunity to work for the United Nations, where he had a
long and successful career. For a number of years, he
worked at headquarters in New York, but then took up field
appointments in Kenya and then as country director for the
United Nations Development Programme in Somalia. There
he was fortunate to survive a terrorist attack. At the time of
his death, David was a Director of the UNDP based in Kenya,
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coordinating the UNDP’s work in the whole of Southern and
Eastern Africa. He was deeply committed to his work there,
aiming to fulfil the ideals of the United Nations in that part of
Africa.
David leaves his widow, Yanna; two sons, Alexander,
Sebastian, and a stepson, Dobrin; his father, Richard; and
siblings, John, Elizabeth, Michael and Brian. He is missed
greatly by us all.
Elizabeth Wykes

PAUL SOOD
Manish’s father, Paul Sood died in May 1996 . He is still sorely
missed by his family. Manish provided flowers in chapel to
mark the anniversary of his death and would like to take this
further opportunity to remember him.
Paul Sood became one of the first Asian councillors and went
on to have a long and distinguished career in public service.
A full obituary can be accessed at https://
www.independent.co.uk/news/obituaries/obituary-paul-sood1349681.html

WEDDING
We are delighted to record the wedding of JENI SMITH and
KIMBERLEY SUGDEN which took place at chapel on
Saturday 11th May, the minister officiating.
Acknowledgement to Tony Fletcher for these photos and
7 on the front cover
for the one

RACE FOR LIFE
This is Kate and Jenny (with their friend Ffion ) doing the
Race for Life for cancer research in memory of Annie. They
raised £3058.00 in sponsorship . A very big thank you to
everyone from chapel who contributed so generously .

ORGANIC VEG BOX SCHEME
As a child I was encouraged to help in my parent’s garden
and loved helping with the digging of the sweet and nutty new
potatoes, delving into the lush runner bean foliage to pick the
bursting pods and marvelling at the courgettes swelling into
marrows in front of our eyes on a sunny day. Over the years I
have always grown something to eat in the various flats and
homes we’ve lived in, even if it’s just a pot of herbs and a
tomato plant. We now have two raised beds to save my back
and love the thrill of our own beans and leaves. But feeding
the family on a daily basis through the year? That would take
a lot more space, time and knowledge than we have had time
for juggling work and children.
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We had used a local then national Veg Box scheme for years
(which we still use for fruit), but with the growing awareness of
climate change & a desire to reduce our carbon footprint
wanted something more local. A friend offered for us to try a
share from the community harvest Whetstone three years ago
and we couldn’t believe the quality and variety of produce from
just five miles away. The enterprise has been running for ten
years set up by Transition Leicester originally and runs with a
mixture of paid workers with some volunteer help as a
cooperative. There are delivery and collection shares in many
places in and around the city, or you can pick up from the site
we rent on Whetstone Pastures Farm. There are community
days with a chance to join in and learn how the growing works,
and recipes and updates are in the weekly newsletter.
The harvest is looking for a few more crop sharers to help
keep the project sustainable in the long term and we would encourage anyone to try a share - only £25 to try for four weeks
for local organic produce (£37 is the regular amount a month
so less than £9 a week over a year). For more information
contact info@community-harvest-whetstone.org.uk or have
a look at our web or Facebook page. Or give Pam a ring on
07543 466903. Oyster mushrooms, spring onions, asparagus,
potatoes, carrots, beetroot, purple sprouting broccoli, as many
fresh herbs a week as you can use, salad greens...the list
goes on. No chemicals. Very little packaging. All locally grown!
Jude & Huw Casson

9

BRING AND SHARE LUNCH MAY 5TH
A good time was had by all and there was a plentiful
selection of dishes. This event was not designed to raise
funds, but to spend time in each other’s company after the
service, rather than scurrying off home. All the comments
were favourable, so we will repeat the format later in the year.

GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations)
We are required to get your specific consent to send you
communications about the Chapel and events and so have
created a form to indicate your wishes. These can be found
on the information table in the Chapel
Please complete and return to the Minister or Diane
Romano-Woodward, ideally by August 1st.
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MESSAGE FROM THE VESTRY

Here is a picture of your Vestry members hand at work doing
some forward panning of finances and dealing with future
events and Health and Safety.
Most of the Vestry members are now doing their
regular giving by Standing Order. This option:
 Greatly simplifies our administrative procedures, with no
need to count cash or risk carrying cash to the bank.
 Makes claiming the 25% Gift Aid on donations easier .
 Means that the Vestry can plan spending on the basis of a
known regular income
 Prevents the need to hunt around for cash and envelopes
when attending Chapel for a service

Means you can set up monthly or weekly donation as you
prefer.
If you have not done so, do consider changing to this method
of giving. There are Bank Forms available on the table in
Chapel and Donation Cards to put in the collection plate
instead of an envelope. Rest assured that we shall maintain
the collection plate for those who prefer to donate by the
envelope scheme or by cash. If you need more information or
wish to discuss, please contact any Vestry Member.
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DIRECTORY
MINISTER:
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart MA
11 Herrick Close, Sileby,
Loughborough, Leicestershire,
LE12 7RL.
Tel: 01509 812236
Mobile: 07803895828
E-mail:
ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
PRESIDENT:
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads
Road, Oadby,
Leicester LE2 2LR
Tel: 0116 2710784
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk

ASSISTANT TREASURER:
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva,
Leicester, LE2 1HN.
Tel: 0116 2785820
Mobile: 07962427295
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Mrs Nicky Drucquer
47 Elms Road, South Knighton,
Leicester, LE2 3JD.
Tel: 0116 2219685
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com
ORGANIST:
Mr Robin Lister
Tel: 0787 019 5026

CHAIRMAN:
Dr Michael Drucquer
47, Elms Road
Leicester, Le2 3JD
Tel: 0116 2219685
E-mail:
m.drucquer@ntlworld.com

CARETAKER:
Mr Stephen Lynch
Mobile: 07811970859

ACTING SECRETARY:
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart
(see contact details above)

mobile: 07802 713 215.

TREASURER:
Mr Ray Harding
14 Gilmore Close
Oakham
LE15 6FR
Tel: 0797160 1137
Email: rayharding123@aol.com

CHAPEL WEBSITE:
www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk

LETTINGS SECRETARY:
Nick Linnett
nick@nicklinnett-marketing.co.uk

Email:
lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk

CHAPEL ADDRESS:
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel
45 East Bond Street,
Leicester, LE1 4SX
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