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 SPRING SERVICES 
11 am Sunday Services in March: 

3
rd

  Minister 

10
th
   Minister 

17
th
  Minister 

24
th
  Minister 

31
st
  Mothering Sunday, service led by Simon Hall. 

 

11 am Sunday Services in April: 

7
th
  Minister 

14
th
  Palm Sunday, Minister 

21
st
  Easter Sunday, Minister 

28
th
  Minister 

 

11 am Sunday Services in May: 

5
th
  Minister 

12
th
  Minister 

19
th
  No 11 o’clock service at Great Meeting – District 

  Joint Service at Belper at 6 pm. 

26
th
  Minister 

 

DIARY DATES 

 Saturday March 2
nd

: East Midlands Quarterly Meeting at 
Great Meeting, 2.30 pm. 

 Sunday March 10
th
: Baptism of Forest Alfred Arthur 

Stewart during the 11 am service. 

 Sunday 24
th
 March: Chapel Vestry meeting after the 

morning service. 



3  

 

 Friday 29
th
 March: “Finding Leicester’s Mrs Austin”    con-

cert and lecture in chapel,  from 7 pm. 

 Sunday 5
th
 May: proposed Fellowship Meal at chapel to 

follow the morning service. 

 Sat 11
th
 May: EMU District Day at Boston ( see full details 

on page  9 of this newsletter). Wedding of Kimberley   
Sugden and Jeni Smith at 1 pm  at GM 

 Sunday 19
th
 May:  East Midlands Joint Service at Belper, 

Tea from 4.30 pm, service at 6 pm (estimated timings).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo taken at  the Botanic Gardens, Glebe Road, Leicester by Mike Drucquer 
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 FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear Friends, 

Today in this country I have the feeling that a surprisingly small 

percentage of the population (and especially of the younger 

population) is aware of the influence of Christianity on our lives. 

As we approach Easter I wonder how many would, for exam-

ple, be able to say why we celebrate this time of the year, what 

the symbolism of the Easter egg might be, or indeed what the 

beliefs of Jesus might have been and which he was crucified 

for. 

The very basis of our culture and civilization, our parliament, 

our monarchy, our legal system, are irrevocably founded upon 

Christian thinking. It is the context of our lives and values. So 

much of our art and heritage are Christian, and of course the 

whole form of our religious life is enclosed within Christianity. It 

is our religious nationality. We live in Christendom. 

Easter is the most important date in the Christian calendar and 

from it we see the beginning of something new, a change in the 

world, and one of the formative things in your life and mine. A 

vast panorama of historical events, the history of thought, art, 

culture, and social growth, derives from this source. Strands of 

significance extend back into history, sometimes describing  

torturous paths, but nevertheless traceable to a cross on a hill, 

and a promise about our lives even today. 

But isn’t that all trinitarianism? What, then, is the significance of 

Easter to Unitarians? The answer to that question for many of 

us is that we are influenced by the religion of Jesus, not the re-

ligion about him. We remember that Jesus was not crucified for 

what the Church would make him out to be in the centuries  

following his death. He died for what he believed in at the time, 
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what he spoke about and what he taught his disciples. He 

taught the love of God and of our neighbour, of individual re-

sponsibility, and the forgiveness of sins. The religion of Jesus 

himself is what continues to influence us  today, and is most 

clearly expressed in the events leading up to Easter and of 

Easter itself. 

As we celebrate it again this year, may it be a time to remem-

ber its significance, as well as enjoying our chocolate eggs 

and the Easter bunny. 

With good wishes to all chapel members and friends, 

 

 Arthur. 

 

NOTICES 

It is with great sadness that we record the death, on Tuesday 
afternoon, 26th February last, of RICHARD BETTS, husband 
of Sally, son of Freda, and brother of Julie.  
 
Richard was 67 years old, and had been unwell for some time. 
 
The funeral is arranged for Monday 18th March 2019 at the 
Great Glen Crematorium at 1.30 p.m., the minister officiating. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Sally and Freda and all 
their family, and Richard's many friends. 
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Photos courtesy of 
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Acknowledgement to Tony Fletcher for these photos and 

for the one on the front cover 

 

Photos by Tony Fletcher 
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BURNS LUNCH 

Another successful Burns Lunch was held in chapel on      
Sunday 20th January, at which £99 was raised for chapel 
funds. The pictures in the collage overleaf give a flavour of 
the Scottish-themed event which was enjoyed by 23 chapel 
members and two very well behaved dogs.  

Many thanks to Nicky and Mike for preparing the food, Morag 
for guiding them on what to do, David Wykes for his stirling 
mashing of ‘tatties’ and ‘neeps’ and for everyone else who 
helped to set out the room, serve the dishes and clear up  
afterwards.  

Special thanks are due to Stuart Fraser who greatly added to 
the proceedings by addressing  the haggis with a recitation of 
the famous Burns poem. 

Stuart writes: 

My knife is a 'Sgean Dubh' Gaelic for a small single edged 
knife - often hidden in your clothing and available to stab   
anyone! A Highland tradition for dealing with those you      
disapprove of. Mine was given to me when I was a kilted 
page boy at my aunt's wedding in 1952, it is now more     
usually worn in the top of the long socks worn now with the 
kilt. 

   I read 'To A Haggis' from my 1928 'The Poetical Works of 
Robert Burns' as my 1824 copy was little too frail to use. My 
apologies for the poor Scottish accent as I do not hear the 
beautiful tones much here in Leicestershire, and my older  
relatives are now few and far between.  

The poem extols the strengths and virtues of the haggis in 
preference to much of the foreign more liquid dishes         
presented by foreigners - the last verse. 
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EAST MIDLANDS UNITARIAND DISTRICT DAY 
 Boston, Saturday 11th May 2019 

Proposed schedule (not compulsory, you can do as much or 
as little of this as you wish).  

10.45am arrivals and coffee at 66 Spilsby Road Boston PE21 
9NS (home of Adrian and Rosemary Isaac).   
 
11.15am/11.30am Visit to Maud Foster windmill (few minutes 
walk from 66 Spilsby Road, £2 admission). Into town - market/
shopping/historic Boston parish church, Stump tower etc. 
 
1.00pm onwards, chapel will be open (Spayne Road Boston 
PE21 6JP) for people to eat their lunch. Please bring your own 
lunch. Hot drinks will be provided (no charge). 

1.45pm devotions at the chapel to be led by District President. 
 
2pm onwards: Spain Court, Blackfriars, Guildhall, Fydell 
House (Historic buildings, Boston Preservation Trust) 
 
3.30pm visit to the commercial port area - Boston Docks —  
arranged by Adrian Isaac or visit to the Boston Woods Trust - 
woodland area being established around the town. There are 
also parks and leisure facilities near the town centre. 
 
5.00pm Tea including food at 66 Spilsby Road. Suggested   
donation £5 towards Chapel funds 

 

6.00pm Farewells and depart. 

 

Members and friends from all the congregations across the 
East Midlands are warmly invited to come along. Please email 
rosemary.isaac@yahoo.com or ring her on 01205 365949 by 
May 2nd to confirm numbers if you want to join in. 

Patrick Timperley 
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FINDING GREGORY 

Perhaps one of the most interesting aspects of the music 
streaming and YouTube phenomenon is the possibility of 
catching up on rarely seen footage of your favourite artists. 
As well as a huge catalogue of formally recorded music of all 
genres on streaming services such as Spotify, where you can 
listen/test an artist or follow up a recommendation, YouTube 
allows you to search for live performances both recent and 
those earlier in the musician’s career.  The days of flipping 
through racks of vinyl records to find a rare ‘Live at…’ session 
have been eclipsed, and I can’t say I hugely regret it. 

 

Take Gregory Porter as an example.  An established and  
mature singer and band leader who can now fill big venues 
such as the Albert hall (with strings), his most recent record-
ings have achieved unprecedented jazz to pop crossover 
success.  The Grammy award winning gospel and jazz      
infused Porter has by no means abandoned his roots in his 
latest album -              ‘Take me to the Alley’ - and it is a very 
rewarding listen, but anyone wishing to hear that part of his 
output which re-
lies less on his 
mellifluous tone 
and more on his 
jazz background 
could do well to 
turn to the afore-
mentioned 
YouTube.  Here 
you find a host of 
live recordings, 
some extracts, 
some whole performances, which date back to his early tour-
ing days, 2012 being the earliest I can find.  We were fortu-
nate enough to see him and his band in Nottingham in 2014 
so I know  exactly what they are  capable of.  The live       
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performance record-
ings do not have the 
sound quality of the 
studio of course, and 
some are frankly a bit 
ropey on the       
technical side, but 
the compensations 
come in sackloads of 
spontaneity, intimacy 
with the audience,        
authenticity and    
excitement.  And there is the quality and virtuosity of the    
music.  An example is the rousing final song, “1960 What”, 
from his  performance at ‘La Cigale’ theatre in Paris in 2012.  
This YouTube clip has been viewed a paltry 8,100 times but 
within it you find, not a quality recording technically, but      
instead great audience participation, passionate commitment 
from the whole band who are clearly having a whale of a time, 
a bonkers alto sax solo at 4.48 mins from the wondrous 
Yosuke Sato, and an appropriately berserk drum solo from 
Emanuel Harrold.  On some of the longer recordings such as 
‘Live in Concert Rheingau Musik Fest’ (a much more sedate 
but nonetheless very attentive audience) there is time to           
appreciate the sensitively synergistic piano accompaniment of 
Chip Crawford. 

 

This does not mean that we are substituting the YouTube   
experience for supporting the live act.  For myself, it only acts 
as a spur to be present at that next gig to remember, the real 
thing, something with a sense of anticipation, participation and 
memory, wherever it may be. 

Mike Drucquer 

 

Photo credit : 1) Tore Saetre www.setre.net; 2) wikipedia free to use.  
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MINISTER:  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart MA 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby,  
Loughborough,  Leicestershire, 
LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236                 
Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail:                                    

ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 

  
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads 
Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
  
CHAIRMAN: 
Dr Michael Drucquer 
47, Elms Road 
Leicester, Le2 3JD 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
E-mail: 
m.drucquer@ntlworld.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
(see contact details above)  
 
TREASURER: 
Mr Ray Harding 
14 Gilmore Close 
Oakham 
LE15 6FR 
Tel: 0797160 1137 
Email: rayharding123@aol.com 
 

ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva,  
Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820                  
Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
  
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, 
Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 

  
ORGANIST: 
Mr Robin Lister 
Tel: 0787 019 5026 
  
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
  
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 

Nick Linnett 

nick@nicklinnett-marketing.co.uk   

mobile: 07802 713 215. 

Email:  
lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 

  
CHAPEL WEBSITE:  
www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
  
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, LE1 4SX 
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