Great Meeting Chapel
Leicester
Newsletter - Autumn 2018

300 years of Freedom, Reason and Tolerance

SUMMER SERVICES: 11.00 AM
Services during the Autumn will be on Sundays at 11am and
led by the Minister unless otherwise notified.

DIARY DATES FOR THE AUTUMN


Saturday
8th
September:
Ride
‘n’
Stride.
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th: Heritage Open Days.



Saturday 6th October; EMU AGM at Hinckley from
12.30pm.



Sunday 7th October: Harvest Festival Service and
Lunch.



Sunday 14th: Theatre Trip (see page 5 for details)



Sunday 11th November: Remembrance Service at
11am.

FROM THE MINISTER
Dear Friends,
Apples ripen and orchard fruits, leaves start to fall, and I have
been harvesting a few ordinary reflections on what this
season can mean to us.
In our family autumn brings birthdays – my wife’s, my own,
our daughter’s, my sister’s, our son-in-law’s, -- and, God
willing, our grandchild’s.
It is also the season in which we remember my mother’s and
my father-in-law’s birthdays – both gone now, but dear to
memory.
Autumn festivals are harvest, Come ye thankful people come,
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and Remembrance poppies. Autumn is also warm woollies,
tweeds, corduroys and sensible shoes.
Poets like John Keats, Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, and Dylan Thomas, Poem in October, have waxed
lyrical about the season, as has William Butler Yeats, whose
lines come into my mind day after day as I take our little dog
for his walk:
The trees are in their autumn beauty,
The woodland paths are dry…
Trees are at their most poignantly beautiful in their russet
hues. Geese cross our skies in their sombre formations
accompanied by their autumnal cries.
Stepping out to the coal shed
coal bucket in hand,
and preparing to light
the first fire of autumn,
I remember the ash bucket
brimming with snow.
That was when I lived a very rural existence in West Wales,
when you felt cupped in the hands of the season, with its
warmth indoors, curtains drawn against the earlier evenings,
as the year carried you gently to its close.
Is there a more fragrant heart-felt time of year, intoxicating in
its sights, sounds, and smells, than autumn? Little creatures
prepare to hibernate, and after the gaudy summer (so hot, so
dry this year!) who doesn’t settle by the hearthside in the
evening without a thankful prayer?
Autumn is like a favourite old story, a familiar film or concerto,
a return visit to an old country house or inn, and I always
fondly think that we call autumn, “autumn”, because that is
how we imagine our countryside “ought” to be…
I wish all chapel members and friends a peaceful and fruitful
autumn this year.
Arthur
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THE CHOICE OF ORGAN MUSIC
Some may have noticed that the choice of organ music for
our Sunday services is dominated by German composers.
The problem is that other nations have produced nothing like
the number of high quality brief pieces of music.
The French composers have fallen short. Virtually all wellknown French composers have worked as organists in Paris
at the start of their careers. As part of their duties, almost all
have written books of short pieces for parish organists.
Unfortunately, the results have been disappointing
(honourable exceptions are Marcel Dupre and Guillaume
Nivers). Even Franck and Sait-Saens are guilty in this
respect.
The Italians have composed many
versets for the church service. Alas,
these are not very interesting,
Frescobaldi excepted.
Spain and England have produced
some suitable works but nothing to
compare with Germany.
Why do the Germans outpace everybody in this field? Firstly, there is a
strong tradition of writing music based
on the Lutheran chorales. This tradition goes back even
before Michael Praetorius (1571 – 1621) and continues to
this day. Secondly, the influence of J. S. Bach (1685 – 1750)
raised the quality standard for organ music. All subsequent
German composers were affected by this as JSB’s music
was and is an essential part of their training.
I aim to choose a varied menu of music suitable for each
Sunday. I will continue to include many nations but do not be
surprised if German music preponderates .
Robin Lister
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CHAPEL OUTING TO LIBERTY RIDES FORTH!
There are still places available on the Great Meeting and friends
outing to see David Kent’s new musical at the Waterloo East
Theatre. The trip is to see the 4.00 pm matinee performance of
the show on Sunday 14th October.
The coach will depart from Chapel straight after the service
(12.00 am) and will make 3 pick-up stops on route. The show
finishes at 6.15 pm and we aim to be back in Leicester for
approximately 10.30 pm. There will be stops for food and drink at
a motor way service centre on both legs of the journey but you
are welcome to bring your own refreshments with you. The price
of the trip (travel + ticket) is £35. A deposit of £10 is required to
confirm your booking: balance payable in full by 30th September.
Any queries please contact Nicky or Simon.

TEA IN THE GARDEN
On the August bank holiday Monday we enjoyed a successful
‘Tea in the Garden’ event which was attended by a larger number
of the public than in previous years despite the weather being
mostly cloudy. The temperature was fine for sitting out however,
which helped to relieve any congestion in the Garden Room.
Delicious cakes and items for the tombola were donated by the
congregation and the many helpers were kept extremely busy,
with the book stall a major attraction as always.
A special thanks must go to David Kent for his entertaining
medley of songs, to Robin Lister for demonstrating the organ and
to Tony Fletcher for his talk on the history of the Chapel.
We raised £374 for Chapel funds, and had much fun doing it, so
huge thanks again to all of you who gave of your time, helped
and donated.
Mike Drucquer
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Photos courtesy of
Anthony Fletcher
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Acknowledgement to Tony Fletcher for these photos and
7 on the front cover
for the one

WHY ARE OUR PLANE TREES SHEDDING
BARK?
Answer; nobody knows! About a dozen reasons have been
suggested but there is no experimental evidence. The fact is
that most trees shed bark; that is what bark is for. Bark is basically cork which protects the softer, living tissues underneath.
As it ages it dies, thickens, hardens and solidifies. So, when
the tree trunk and branches grow and expand, the bark has to
give way by cracking. Hence the gnarled, fissured bark of very
old trees. At the bottom of the cracks new protective bark
forms.
In the closely-related trees, Planes, Sycamores and Maples,
bark is formed in plates, giving a piebald, mosaic or snakeskin
effect which arboriculturalists seem to like. After a dry spell
these dry plates will crack off and a strong wind brings them to
the ground. Thus, our Chapel yard is covered in the stuff, exciting much comment and speculation.
But one unexpected effect is that I could get a close look at
what is growing way up in the tree canopy, some 50 feet above
our heads. The branches are obviously covered in lichens that
we don't see much at ground level. I've now recorded seven
species up there, to add to the dozen that live on the stones
and brickwork at ground level. On my detailed surveys of the
City's lichens in 1989-90, these lichens were so scarce that
their occurrence was noteworthy because since the heavy air
pollution starting with the Industrial Revolution, from around
1830 cities became termed 'lichen deserts'. But recently they
have been coming back. Why is this? Because the drastic reduction in air pollution, especially sulphur dioxide from burning
coal, has allowed these very pollution-intolerant plants to come
back right into the city centre. But it's not all good news. The
particular lichens returning are especially indicative of high
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nitrogen pollution, especially “NOx”, oxides of nitrogen that
come mainly from car exhausts. Their natural habitat is farmland with manures, and bird perches on the sea coast. It
looks like we'll eliminate petrol-burning cars one day, but
what lichens will disappear and what will replace them? It's a
question for future generations.
The accompanying photo's are of areas about 1cm across.
Lichens are regarded as the best natural example of symbiosis, where two unrelated organisms live together and benefit
each other. In lichens, 95% of the plant is fungus and 5% algae, which can be revealed by the green colour inside when
the wetted plant is scraped. The circular 'jam tarts' are where
the spores are made, paralelling a mushroom cap. They are
no more than 1mm across.
Anthony Fletcher
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KEY to IMAGES above
1) Xanthoria polycarpa
3) Xanthoria parietina

2) Physcia adscendens
4) Lecanora chlarotera
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
The Great Meeting congregation send their congratulations
to Raj Kumari Bowry who achieved the grand age of 96 in
July. Raj is mother to Councillor Manjula Sood (MBE) and
grandmother to Manish, and used to attend services at
Chapel in her younger days.
Raj was born in Tarn Taran (Punjab) in 1923 and was fortunate to have a father who was a great campaigner for
women’s education. She married into a medical family - there
were a total of 29 doctors in the family of her husband Dr
Dev. Bowry – and she achieved high educational qualifications in the form of a BA and, in 1942, a MA.
Raj witnessed India’s Independence and last year she
became a celebrity when the BBC, ITV, Sunday Times, and
Leicester Mercury all interviewed her about her memories
and experiences as part of the 70th Anniversary of India’s
independence.
After Independence Raj emigrated
to Kenya to join her husband who
was later appointed the Chief Medical Officer of Prisons. There she
was a primary school teacher; she
also did voluntary teaching to help
local children whose parents could
not afford to pay for their tuition.
Raj came to England after the death
of her husband in 1994 and settled
in Leicester. She was proud to see
her son Satish qualify as a chartered accountant and her daughter Manjula become the first
Asian Female Lord Mayor of Leicester.
Raj has four grandchildren and two great grand-children and
continues to enjoy many activities. These include attending
Age Concern, knitting, singing, reading, watching movies and
reading the Leicester Mercury.
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OCTOBER (requested by Nicky)
The green elm with the one great bough of gold
Lets leaves into the grass slip, one by one, -The short hill grass, the mushrooms small milk-white,
Harebell and scabious and tormentil,
That blackberry and gorse, in dew and sun,
Bow down to; and the wind travels too light
To shake the fallen birch leaves from the fern;
The gossamers wander at their own will.
At heavier steps than birds' the squirrels scold.

The rich scene has grown fresh again and new
As Spring and to the touch is not more cool
Than it is warm to the gaze; and now I might
As happy be as earth is beautiful,
Were I some other or with earth could turn
In alternation of violet and rose,
Harebell and snowdrop, at their season due,
And gorse that has no time not to be gay.
But if this be not happiness, -- who knows?
Some day I shall think this a happy day,
And this mood by the name of melancholy
Shall no more blackened and obscured be.
Edward Thomas
This poignant poem was written in 1915. Edward Thomas was
killed in action two years later at the Battle of Arras.
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