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Great Meeting    
Chapel Newsletter 



 SERVICES IN JUNE 
 
 Sunday        7th        11am      The Minister 
    
 Sunday      14th        11am      The Minister 
                 
 Sunday      21th          3pm      Father’s Day 
        Sir Peter Soulsby  
 Sunday      28th        11am      The Minister 
 
 SERVICES IN JULY 
 
 Sunday        5th        11am       Mr Neil Fisher 
 
 Sunday       12th       11am       Mr Gavin Lloyd 
 
 Sunday       19th        3pm        The Minister 
 
 Sunday       26th        11am      The Minister 
  
 SERVICES IN AUGUST 
  
 Sunday        2nd        11am      The Minister 
 
 Sunday         9th        11am      The Minister 
 
 Sunday       16th        3pm        The Minister 
 
 Sunday       23rd        11am      The Minister 
 
 Sunday       30th        11am      The Minister 
 
All contributions intended for inclusion in the Autumn edition of the 
Newsletter should be handed to the Minister by Sunday 16th August 
please. 

Great Meeting Chapel Newsletter for  
June, July and August 2009 



DIARY FOR JUNE 
          
Saturday        6th       10.30am -12.30pm      Coffee Shop 
     2.30pm  EMU Quarterly Meeting at Belper 
 
Sunday           7th             4pm   EMU Joint Service at Lincoln 
  
Saturday       13th      10.30am-12.30pm       Coffee Shop 
          3pm  Induction of Rev Patrick Timperley 
                              at Mansfield 
Saturday        20th      10.30am -12.30pm      Coffee Shop 
 
 Friday        26th      7.30pm  Darwin Evening in the Garden Room
                       
Saturday        27th      10.30am - 12.30pm     Coffee Shop  
      
DIARY FOR JULY 
 
Saturday        4th         10.30am - 12.30pm     Coffee Shop  
 
Saturday       11th        10.30am - 12.30pm     Coffee Shop 
 
Saturday       18th        10.30am - 12.30pm     Coffee Shop 
 
Saturday       25th        10.30am - 12.30pm     Coffee Shop 
      
DIARY FOR AUGUST 
 
Saturday        1st         10.30am - 12.30pm     Coffee Shop  
 
Saturday        8th         10.30am - 12.30pm     Coffee Shop 
 
Saturday       15th        10.30am - 12.30pm     Coffee Shop 
 
Saturday       22nd       10.30am - 12.30pm     Coffee Shop 
      
Saturday       29th        10.30am - 12.30pm     Coffee Shop 
         2pm - 5pm Summer in the Garden Event 
  
Dates and times of the Vestry and Making Things Happen Group 
meetings will be announced from the pulpit. 



 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
If an odour of sanctity in an orthodox church is that of incense and  
furniture  polish, the prevailing perfume in a Unitarian place of worship 
is usually that of freshly brewed coffee. 
 
The old joke is still told about: if there were a fire in your church, and 
you were only able to rescue one thing, what would it be? 
High Church: the cross. 
Non-conformist : the bible. 
Unitarians: the coffee pot. 
 
We Unitarians do enjoy our coffee, by which we understand that we 
enjoy our fellowship. 
 
I read a little tale on the internet recently which was about a group of 
individuals meeting together at a professor’s house, and how the  
conversation turned on the stresses and strains of life. 
 
The professor made coffee and took out an assortment of cups,  
porcelain, fine china, plastic, glass, plain and fancy, old and new, and 
invited everyone to choose one. Inevitably the nice cups were chosen 
first leaving the old ones and the plastic ones untouched. 
 
And the professor said, "There you are, each of you wants an  
attractive or expensive cup to drink out of. It’s the same with your life. 
Each aspires to what he thinks is the best and the most valuable, to 
be the envy of his friends, hence the stresses and strains which you 
complain of. Life is the coffee. Your job, your house, cars, money and 
position are the cups. They contain life, but do not consist of it.” 
“ God brews the coffee, not the cups. Enjoy your coffee…..” 
 
Our Saturday morning Coffee Shop at Chapel has certainly provided 
us with an opportunity to enjoy our coffee. Since it opened in Nov’ 08 it 
has been a great focus for us to simply get together informally and 
chat. But more than this, because of its associated Second-hand 
Bookstall and Open Garden it has attracted well over 150 visitors to  
 
   

From The Minister…... 



     
Great Meeting. People who have never been in to Chapel before have 
had the opportunity to see our ancient place of worship, learn a little of 
its history if they wish, and meet the Minister and members in a  
casual and friendly way. 
 
It has been a great initiative, and coffee isn’t the only thing that has 
brewed there, as it has been the place where a lot of our social  
activities have been planned and ideas hatched. 
 
I am immensely grateful to the organisers and regular supporters of 
the Coffee Shop for creating and maintaining this new aspect of 
Chapel life, and on their behalf would simply like to extend an  
invitation to you all, to come and join us! 
 
With best wishes to all our members and friends, 
 
                                               Arthur  
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
    



G A Meetings….. Chester’09 
 
As reported by the Chairman and Minister at the Chapel AGM         
recently, the General Assembly Meetings in Chester were noted for 
their smoothness, over what could have been rough water in the wake 
of the Chief Executive’s resignation. Peter’s careful handling of the  
issue set the considerate tone for the business meetings which  
followed. 
 
News of the motions debated and resolved has been published in  
The Inquirer, as has the installation of our new GA President and 
Vice-President Rev B Whiteman and Neville Kenyon, and we look  
forward to two good years under their auspices. 
 
A day devoted to Growth was well responded to, and the  
denomination remains focused in this direction.  
 
What’s in a name! 
 
One of the most controversial suggestions to emerge from the GA 
meetings was that we think up a shorter working title instead of  
“The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches,” 
which someone likened to “The Non-Subscribing Presbyterian 
Churches  of Ireland" in that it is more of a paragraph than a working 
title. The suggestion took the form of a motion and the proposer drew 
comparisons with Ringo, Norwich Union and the Post Office — all of 
which have recently changed their names. Someone else suggested 
that we have to play the logo game today if we want to get ourselves 
known. 
 
Norwich Union has become Avenda, the Post Office has become 
Royal Mail (after an abortive spell as Insignia – remember that?), and 
Ringo Starr has become Richard Starkey I suppose…. 
 
But what are we to become known as? 
 
My favourite name which perfectly fits its product is Volvo, which is 
Latin for “I roll” - an ideal name for a car. 
 
 



 
What shall we be? “Aspire”—a bit churchy and a bit optimistic?  
Surely not the “Unitarian Movement”, which sounds rather like a bodily  
function. A “Gathering”? That always makes me think of a nasty spot 
or boil which ought to be lanced. 
 
Generally speaking I wonder why we had to lose Opal Fruits in favour 
of Starburst, and Jif in favour of Cif,-which again sounds a bit   
contagious. Playing the logo game can obviously be dangerous. 
 
Notwithstanding, the editor of the newsletter would be very interested 
in hearing your suggestions for a short working-title for our dissenting 
denomination. 
 
We travelled home optimistically  re inspired and looking forward to 
the 2010 meetings in Nottingham. 
 
     Arthur 
 
 
The Friday Group…... 
 
A new season of meetings (along the lines of the old Theology Group) 
of  ‘The Friday Group’ will begin on the 18th September in the Garden 
Room at 8pm, and thereafter on the Friday evening before the third 
Sunday in the month during October and November. 
 
The group meets to discuss topics of broad Unitarian interest and  
concern, and is open to all. 
 
The season will begin on the theme of Religious Self-Education. 
    



Great Meeting Fellowship outing to Harris 
Manchester College Oxford…… 
 
On Saturday the 2nd May , Sir Peter procured and drove our mini-bus, 
taking 17 of us to “the city of dreaming spires”, where we were joined by 

members of Annie's family. 
 
The Rev Dr Ralph Waller, Principal of 
Harris Manchester College, met us on 
arrival and, following refreshments, 
conducted the party on a tour of the 
College. This took in the Chapel with  
its marvellous stained glass windows 
and recently restored organ, (played  
for us by the organ scholar Myles  
Hartley) and the dining hall. Following  
lunch we continued our tour into the 
College Library and then up the Tower 
which afforded spectacular views 
across the city. Dr Waller gave a most 
interesting account of the College and 
its history which is rich in Unitarianism. 
His generosity and kindness were 
greatly appreciated by all. 
 
The afternoon saw a change of location 
over to Christ Church College where 
Annie's brother Chris is at present a 
Custodian. Chris gave an extremely 
informative tour of the quads, the  
dining hall (with all its Lewis Carroll  
association), the Cathedral Garden 
where the massive and ancient plane 
tree grows which is supposed to be the  
inspiration behind Carroll’s 
“Jabberwocky”, and the Cathedral itself 
for Sung Evensong—a most evocative 
ending to a thoroughly enjoyable day. 

 
 

 

Chapel window HMC 
designed by Edward Burne –Jones 

and William Morris 

More photographs of this lovely day out and others of general interest will be  
on view on the notice boards in the Garden Room and on the Chapel website  

www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 



Lunch at Harris Manchester 

Viewing Oxford from the Tower at Harris Manchester College 



Report on Great Meeting Fellowship talk…..  
 

“Welcoming Asylum Seekers and Refugees” 
Working to make Leicester a “City of Sanctuary”. 

 
The talk and discussion on Asylum Seekers which took place at 
Chapel on Saturday 23rd May proved to be an extremely illuminating 
occasion. The Speakers – Gill Buttrey from the City of Sanctuary, and 
Michael Tully from the British Red Cross – cleared up one or two  
major misconceptions prevalent in the general population concerning, 
for example, economic migrants (not asylum seekers) and refugees 
from persecution (who genuinely need asylum). 
 
While we learned about the complex and sometimes downright  
inhumane procedures government has in place for dealing with  
asylum seekers, and how pro-active the Red Cross is in trying to  
provide necessities for those who find themselves stateless and  
prevented from helping themselves, it became clear that the idea that 
asylum seekers are always from the lowest rungs of society is simply 
not true. Many are qualified professionals who, because they have 
been outspoken against or live in fear of an oppressive regime in their 
homeland, have had to abandon a good salary and lifestyle and go on 
the run. Once here, if they are given a negative response to their  
application for asylum, they can find themselves forbidden to work 
and effectively created non-persons. The blame for this lamentable 
state of affairs lies firmly at the feet of politicians. Desirous of being 
seen as tough on immigration (which as we heard may simply be  
economically fuelled) they fail completely to make adequate provision 
for the genuine refugee fleeing persecution. 
 
Our speakers left us with a great deal of food for thought, and many 
felt that we could do more to support the work that City of Sanctuary 
and the Red Cross do for asylum seekers. 
 
More details can be found on the information sheets available in 
Chapel or contact Gill on:  

07716 073403 or Leicester@cityofsanctuary.com 



How you can help……. 

Following the asylum seekers talk on the 23rd May we learned that in 
any given week there are many as 150 destitute asylum seekers in 
Leicester alone. These individuals are homeless, have no means of 
livelihood and are forbidden to work.  

The Red Cross does all it can to provide food, clothing and sleeping 
bags and makes available its grounds on the London Road for people 
to sleep rough in. 

The Chapel Vestry has formally adopted the suggestion that we      
support the Red Cross in their work. 

It will be of great benefit to genuine refugees if we at Great Meeting 
can contribute  to  provide some of  the basic necessities of life. A box 
will be made available at Chapel as a collection point for donated 
items.   

The British Red Cross (244 London Road) has an ongoing 
need for the following suggested items, plus anything else 
you would normally buy for yourself or your family: 
 
Tinned goods: tomatoes/ kidney beans/ chick peas/ tuna/ mackerel/ 
corned beef/ tinned fruit/ tinned vegetables/ baked beans/ soup 
Dried foods: rice/ maize meal/ lentils/ cous cous/ dried fruit/ noodles/ 
sugar/ porridge/ flour/ pasta 
Long life goods: cooking oil/ cereal bars/ nuts/ cereal/ crisps/ indian 
savoury mix/ chocolate/ biscuits 
Drinks: fruit juice/ tea/ coffee/ drinking chocolate/ dried milk/ long-life 
milk/ squash/ water 
Toiletries: toothpaste/ toothbrushes/ soap/ toilet paper/ shampoo/ 
sanitary towels/ face and body creams/ shaving equipment 
Baby items: nappies/ baby wipes/ oil/ baby milk/ baby food jars/ baby 
bath liquid 
Also: tin openers/ cutlery/ crockery/ pans/ towels/ sleeping bags/ t-
shirts/ supermarket and other shopping vouchers/ mobile telephone 
top-up vouchers/ writing paper/ envelopes/ stamps 
 
        
  



Rambling Rector 
 
What a lovely surprise it was at the Chapel AGM to have the 20th  
anniversary of my Ministry at Great Meeting marked with the gift of 
two delightful rose bushes, called Rambling Rector! 
 
It has been a very short 20 years and with very rare exceptions (roses 
do have thorns), an extremely happy and memorable time for myself 
and my family. 
 
Thank you to everyone for your kindness and generosity. We look for-
ward to a mass of blossoms! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
   

 
On the theme of plants, may I take this opportunity to thank those kind 
members who have generously donated plants for our garden at Great 
Meeting, in particular Tony Fletcher, for all his work, planting, measur-
ing and classifying our delightful and interesting flora, and also to 
Stephen Lynch for restoring the garden benches for our use through-
out the summer months. 
  
     Arthur  



 
 
 

The Way Back 
 

Honeysuckle used to grow 
along a road I used to know, 
and now I must return to see 

the honeysuckle bloom for me. 
 

The way back is a long long way, 
love and heartache are afraid, 

but though the way is full of care 
I suffer until I am there. 

 
For then the very world was rare, 
and like a child I turned my words 

into the light and scented air 
like the song of birds. 

 
If any ask where I have gone, 

any woman, any son, 
say I have gone back to see  

the honeysuckle bloom for me, 
 

along a road I used to know 
where honeysuckle used to grow, 

and I betook me easy to 
my poems and the love of you. 

 
 

      A S 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Life and Work of Charles Darwin 
 

An informative evening talk  
 

by 
  

Alan Bailey and Tony Fletcher  
 

The Garden Room 
 

7pm 
 

Friday 26th June 
 

All welcome 
Admission free 



 

 
Great Meeting 

 

 Summer in the Garden 
with 

Enderby Youth Band 
 

Saturday 29th August 
2pm - 5pm 

 
Family Fun for all 

 
Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Free Admission 



G M News …………. 
 
CHARITY CONCERT 
 
April 25th last saw the North West Arts (Blackett-Howe Singers)  
performing a  Saturday Evening Charity Concert at Chapel in aid of 
both LOROS and ORCHID (research into male cancer). 
 
A good audience was entertained by a broad selection of music both 
vocal and instrumental. At the interval refreshments of nibbles and 
wine were served and an enjoyable occasion was appreciated by all 
involved. 
 
A grand total of £150 was raised and shared equally between both 
good causes. 
 
FLOWER SECRETARY 
 
During May we were sorry to learn that Morag has decided to step 
down as our Flower Secretary for the time being. Morag has tirelessly 
worked behind the scenes for the last four years providing us with 
lovely arrangements for our enjoyment. Thank you Morag. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to wish Morag's husband 
Gwyn all good wishes over the coming weeks and a speedy recovery 
to good health. 
 
     Annie 
CHAPEL FLOWERS 
 
If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel to mark a  
special anniversary or simply to take a turn, please sign up on the 
sheet provided in the Garden Room or contact our Acting Flower  
Secretary, Annie Stewart. 
 
     Many thanks 

 
 



News…. 
 
BOOK LAUNCH 
 
Warmest congratulations to Dr Anthony 
Fletcher on the launch of ‘The Lichens  
of Great Britain and Ireland’ which he 
jointly edited. 
 
The launch took place on the 12th May at 
the Natural History Museum in London and 
was attended by Lord Selbourne  who, as a 
member of the House of Lords, has been a 
great supporter of systematic biology and 
has  been  on all three Science and  
Technology Committees since 1992. 
 
Tony is pictured below with his fellow editors. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

       Front row 
          Dr Andre Aptroot, ABL Herbarium, Netherlands. 
          Peter W James, retired, Natural History Museum. 
          Dr Brian J Coppins, retired, Royal Botanic Garden, 
         Edinburgh. 
          Pat A Wolseley, Natural History Museum. 

Back row 
    Dr Anthony Fletcher, Chairman, retired Keeper of 
 Natural History, Leicestershire Museums. 
    Professor Cliff W Smith, University of Hawaii. 



And Finally ……… 
 
 

George Jackson Churchward 
  
        Remember 'Brief Encounter'? Course you do! 
 
        And remember the moment when the un-reboilered Royal Scot 
thunders through Carnforth in clouds of steam? Course you don't! To 
you it was just the backdrop to that sad emotional thirties story with all 
that 'big romantic' music in the background - Rachmaninov's No.2 ? 
And I loved the romance and emotion too. 
 
        But to me and to Annie's brother Chris, and other railway  
aficionados, it was, as I say, an 'unreboilered Royal Scot' class  
engine, which had not yet been fitted with a tapered boiler. 
 
        So what has this to do with GJ Churchward? Well, he was chief 
engineer of the GWR from 1902 to 1921 and he introduced the       
tapered boiler (and many other features) on the Great Western. And 
he was my ancestor! Sadly, not a blood relation, but at least I can say 
that my paternal great-grandma and he were niece and nephew of the 
same man - Matthew Churchward. To quote from a potted biography 
in my recent reading:  
 
"When the broad gauge was finally abolished in 1892 there were 
many who mourned departed glory and believed that their beloved 
Great Western must now sink into a conventional and unspectacular 
old age. They were wrong. With the coming of the new century a new 
star rose in the Great Western firmament in the person of George 
Jackson Churchward, an engineer who was in every way a worthy 
successor to Brunel and Gooch. Within a few years Churchward in-
troduced an entirely new range of locomotives which were unconven-
tional in design and unsurpassed in efficiency and performance. It is 
a measure of Churchward's genius that he was able to combine these 
qualities with a degree of standardization and interchangeability of 
parts never before achieved by a locomotive dsigner....Churchward's 
express locomotives and their more powerful successors... which 



were built in the same tradition, enabled the company again to set a 
new standard of express train performance which included the 
world's fastest train (The Cheltenham Flyer) .... Moreover Church-
ward's disciples migrated from Swindon to the design offices of other 
companies and in this way his ideas had a profound influence on 
British steam locomotive design which endured to the very end of the 
steam era."  Which brings us back to that Royal Scot in Carnforth - 
Chris will understand! 
 
        I had known that my family had a Churchward in it, so, eventually 
I got round to looking him up on the census, and I found that he came 
from the little village of Stoke Gabriel in Devon.  I wonder where the 
GWR's Churchward came from? Quick look on Google. And there it 
was. Unbelievable! The same man. Himself. What a moment!  Keeps 
you out of mischief all this ancestry stuff!"      

 

    Phil Archer 

 

 

 

The Cheltenham Flyer 1929 
Copyright GWR. 



   Great Meeting 
 Coffee Shop 

 
Every Saturday 

Morning  
 

10.30am-12.30pm 
 

Take respite from the hustle and 
bustle of the shops. Come and join 
us for a chat or a quiet read of the 

newspaper. 
 

Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Secondhand book stall. 



G M on the map………. 



DIRECTORY: 
 
MINISTER: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart, 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile: 07803895828    
E-mail: arfstew@btinternet.com 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
4 Quickthorns, Blackthorns, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4EE. 
Tel: 0116 2710784    
E-mail: directory@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Sir Peter Soulsby MP, 
288 Evington Road, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2217419   Mobile: 0771 517 4820     
E-mail: SOULSBYP@parliament.uk 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
4 Quickthorns, Blackthorns, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4EE. 
Tel: 0116 2710784    
E-mail: directory@dwlib.co.uk 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Lady Alison Soulsby  
288 Evington Road, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Email: soulsbya@parliament.uk 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
 Rev Dr Arthur Stewart, 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile: 07803895828    
E-mail: arfstew@btinternet.com 
 
 



 
 
NEWSLETTER COMPILER: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel. 01509 812236    Mobile:0773772381     
Email: anniestewart@btinternet.com 
 
ACTING FLOWER SECRETARY: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
As above. 
 
ORGANISTS: 
Mr Mark Balding 
458 Narborough Road, Leicester, LE3 2FT. 
Tel: 0116 2892203 
 
Mr Qyan Arnachellum, 
223 Glenfield Road, Western Park, Leicester, LE3 6DL 
Tel: 0116 2858502    Mobile: 07881953348 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE:  
www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel,  
45 East Bond Street,  
Leicester, 
LE1 4SW. 
 

 
 



Great Meeting 

Unitarian Chapel 

45 East Bond Street 

Leicester LE1 4SX 

www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 

The Old Schoolrooms (now Charles Berry House) 
built 1859 


