Great Meeting Chapel
Leicester
Newsletter - Autumn 2017

300 years of Freedom, Reason and Tolerance

SERVICES
Sunday Services during September, October, and November
will all be held at 11am, and conducted by the minister.

DIARY
Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 September: Heritage Open Weekend.
10.00 am – 5.00 pm both days. This event incorporates Ride ‘n Stride on
the Saturday. Volunteers needed, please sign sheet in the Garden Room.
The Sunday service will take place as normal, visitors welcome
Sunday 17 September: Harvest Service and Harvest Lunch to follow
Thursday 5 October: 10 am WI visit to GM led by Tony Fletcher
Saturday 7 October: 12noon EMU AGM at Leicester
Sunday 15 October: Chapel AGM and Vestry meeting after the service
Sunday 12 November: Remembrance Sunday

FROM THE MINISTER
Dear Friends,
I am writing this looking at the puzzle page in our daily newspaper. Do you
enjoy doing puzzles such as the crossword, the Sudoku, the codeword, &c?
Here’s one you might like to try.
First of all, think of a number between 1 and 10. Multiply your answer by 9.
If your answer now has two digits or more to it, add the digits together. If
your answer still has two digits to it, add those together, until all you have in
mind is a single number. Now subtract 5 from it. In the alphabet, taking A to
equal 1, B to equal 2, C to equal 3, and so on, -- count along the alphabet
until you arrive at the letter which equals your answer. Think of a country
which begins with that letter. Think of an animal whose name begins with
the second letter of your country. Remember the colour of your animal.
[The predicted answer can be found later in the newsletter.]
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Here’s another one I read in a novel recently:
Water flows into a tank. The volume of water in the tank doubles every
minute. It takes an hour to fill the tank. How long did it take for the tank to
be half full? [Again, the answer can be found later in the newsletter.]
We seem to derive a great deal of satisfaction in finding the answers to
problems, even to the extent of puzzling things out for fun. Indeed, it has
been said that the question “Why?” has characterised human development
– we have a need to discover the solutions.
Religion is a puzzle for which we have a great range of answers (e.g. keep
the 10 Commandments, adhere to the Beatitudes from the Sermon on the
Mount, love God and our neighbour, do not do to others what you would not
wish to be done to yourself, &c &c) – a great range of answers, without
knowing exactly what the question is. Is it how to lead a good life? Or how
best to respond to the divine? …
At this time of the year, as we sail into the autumn, I look ahead at the
approaching seasons as a mystery which we must enter. And I think of religion in the same way. It is not a specific puzzle or problem which will yield
an answer, but a condition which prevails, and which we must participate in.
Here are a few lines with which to end, with very best wishes to all at Great
Meeting,

The autumn fruits are ripening
Upon the chestnut bough,
The morning dews are sparkling
Upon the cobweb now.
The shallows of summer in our wake
And autumn on our prow,
As we set sail once again
For the great somewhere, somehow.
A.S.
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BAPTISM
On Saturday 29th July the baptism of DAVID ANDREI
TORDAI, son of Alina and Andras, took place at Great
Meeting, in the presence of friends from Hungary. The service
was filmed by Andras to enable relatives in Hungary unable to
attend to witness the event.

DEATHS
It is with great sadness that we record the death of LIONEL
HENRY LEA. Lionel died in Glenfield Hospital on Monday 3
July at the age of 84 years. The funeral took place at Great
Meeting on 25 July, with cremation at Gilroes to follow.
Lionel’s ashes were subsequently interred at Gilroes on 11
August, the minister officiating. Our deepest sympathy is
extended to Jean Fall, Lionel’s partner, and to all family
members.

We are also very sorry to record here the death on 31 July of
LEAH WINIFRED ROBINSON, at the age of 95 years, mother
of Don, and mother in law of Julie. Leah’s funeral was held on
10 August at Great Glen Crematorium, the minister officiating.
Our condolences are expressed to Don and his sister Linda,
and all their family.

In addition we are saddened to further record the death on 31
July of AUDREY NANCY PARNELL GARNER at the age of 96
years, Nancy was mother of our member Ruth Archer, and her
brother and sister Andrew and Christine. Our thoughts are
especially with Ruth and Phil, and Andrew and Christine’s
partners Jonnet and Stuart. Nancy had eight grandchildren,
including Ruth and Phil’s children, Graham and Helen, and ten
great grandchildren, including Graham’s children Xanthe and
Mitchell, and Helen’s children Rebecca and Dan.
Nancy’s funeral took place at Uppingham Methodist Church on
24 August last.
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CONCERT
On Saturday 30th June an appreciative audience made up of
members of the congregation, friends and family were
treated to a summer’s evening of entertainment, courtesy of
the Great Meeting Singing Group and associates.
The Christopher Wykes room was used for this cabaret-style
event, with
Verity
conducting
and providing
wonderful
support to the
singers
through her
skilful
operation of
their backing
tracks.
The first set of the evening featured solos from Jennifer,
Morag and Gabi; three songs by the whole group, two
saxaphone pieces from Robin, a duo by Morag and Jennifer
and two guitar solos by Brian.
After the interval, where we enjoyed a delicious array of
savoury and sweet dishes, assembled on a bring and share
basis, we were treated to an uplifting second set of music.
This featured additional offerings by performers from the first
set, joined by David who sang two songs from his repertoire
of compositions for musical theatre.
The event raised £210 for Chapel funds and was thoroughly
enjoyed by all those present.
*********************************************************************
ANSWERS TO ARTHUR’S PUZZLES
1)

Were you thinking of a grey elephant from Denmark?

2)

59 minutes
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TEA IN THE GARDEN
On Saturday August 19th we opened the Garden Room and
garden to the public as part of the Leicester City Festival. The
garden was strimmed and tidied, the floors freshly hoovered,
the bunting went up and a delicious array of cakes was spread
out. For once the weather forecast proved correct and we
were spared rain, apart from a few false warning spots of
drizzle just before the start designed to get us mildly
perturbed. Verity (as Lizzy Rushby) provided vintage singing,
Robin opened all the stops on the organ and Gwyn gave a talk
on the Chapel’s history. David and Simon worked flat out on
the Tombola and managed to clear every item bar one – a
small picture frame which of course must go into next year’s
collection, and meanwhile Mark and Andy braved the outdoors
to display the bookstall. At the same time the 5-person kitchen
team made sure that the tea and coffee flowed freely and that
cakes were served.
All in all it was a convivial joint effort which raised a splendid
total of £334 for Chapel funds. Thanks to all who helped and
contributed to the day, and to all those who made our visitors
feel welcome.
M

Photos by
Tony Fletcher
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CHANGES TO THE ORGAN.
Recently our organ has been overhauled by Ian Carter and
colleagues of Cousans Organs. Many of the faults have been
corrected. There is still some work to be done but this will have
to wait until some future occasion.
The good news is that the organ is markedly better. It is possible to play a whole range of organ music that it was impossible
to play before. We can also look forward to more variation and
colour in the accompaniments to hymns as the organists discover new effective blends.
Among the refurbishments, the loudest stop on the organ has
been put in full working order. This is the “Tromba” (from the
Italian for trumpet) and we have included a picture of some of
its pipes. Organists use this stop with discretion but you have
been warned.
The investigation of one
stop brought some odd
problems to light. This
stop, known as the
“Open Wood”, has the
largest pipes in the
organ; over sixteen feet
long and massively constructed. The bottom
pipes are sited against
the west wall of the
chamber. It is impossible to reach the mechanism (underneath) to
repair it. Probably, in
1882, when Joshua
Porritt built the organ,
these pipes were put in
first, even before the
building
frame
and
everything else was
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assembled around them. To get at the mechanism, it would be
necessary to remove most if not all of the 2,015 pipes and
some of the structural members. There remains the problem of
lifting the largest pipes. This would call for a mechanical hoist
or a group of particularly strong men, obviously an expensive
undertaking.
The organ was originally built by Joshua Porritt in 1882. His
instruments were distinguished by a mellow sound and good
blending between the various stops. The organ was slightly altered in 1928 by J.W.Walker and again in1970 by Ken Canter.
However, the main character of the organ is clearly “Porritt”.
One of its advantages is that unusual blends can be found
which allows the organist to play a wide repertoire of music.
Walker’s were responsible for the console which is “1928 stateof the-art”. It includes a piston system which enables the organist to switch between pre-selected groups of stops; very
useful when changing sounds in the middle of a piece. Another
useful gadget is the “double-touch canceller” which operates
when one pushes down hard (through to the second touch) on
a stop key. The relevant stop is selected but all other stops on
the division are cancelled: again a handy device during performance.
The organ belongs to a style known as “English Romantic”. It is
therefore very good for playing romantic period organ music,
e.g. Cesar Franck, Mendelssohn, Elgar, Saint-Saens etc. Despite this, it is adaptable enough to render music of other periods with a surprising degree of authenticity. The great variety
of blends produces many delights. To give one instance, we do
not have a stop named “Orchestral Oboe” but we can provide a
very good fake by combining three particular stops.
To conclude, we owe thanks to Ian Carter and his team and
look forward to enjoying the sound of the organ.
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Directory
MINISTER:
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL.
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
PRESIDENT:
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,
Leicester LE2 2LR
Tel: 0116 2710784
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk
CHAIRMAN:
Dr Michael Drucquer
47, Elms Road
Leicester
Le2 3JD
Tel: 0116 2219685
E-mail: m.drucquer@ntlworld.com
TREASURER:
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S
(see contact details above)
ASSISTANT TREASURER:
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN.
Tel: 0116 2785820 Mobile: 07962427295
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com
ACTING SECRETARY:
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart
(see contact details above)
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Mrs Nicky Drucquer
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, Leicester, LE2 3JD.
Tel: 0116 2219685
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com
FABRIC WARDEN:
Mr John Woodward
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN.
Tel: 0116 2785820
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk
ORGANIST:
Mr Robin Lister
Tel: 0787 019 5026
DEPUTY ORGANIST:
Mr Mark Balding
Tel: 0116 2892202
CARETAKER:
Mr Stephen Lynch
Mobile: 07811970859
LETTINGS SECRETARY:
Mrs Annie Stewart
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL.
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile:07736772381
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk
CHAPEL ADDRESS:
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel
45 East Bond Street,
Leicester,
LE1 4SX
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