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SUNDAY SERVICES                      
11.00 AM unless specified otherwise 

NOVEMBER 2015 

1st        the Minister 

8th         Remembrance Sunday 

15th  the Minister 

22nd  the Minister 

29th       Advent begins 

 

DECEMBER 2015 

6th        the Minister 

13th  the Minister 

20th  3pm Service of Carols & Readings 

27th  the Minister 

 

JANUARY 2016 

3rd        the Minister 

10th  the Minister 

17th  the Minister 
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24th  the Minister 

31st  the Minister 

 

FEBRUARY 2016 

7th        the Minister 

14th  the Minister 

21st  the Minister (deadline for items for next newsletter) 

28th  the Minister 

 

FORTHCOMING 

Saturday 5th Dec   East Midlands District      

Quarterly Meeting at Mansfield, 2.30pm. 

Sunday 20th Dec  3pm Service of Christmas   

Carols and Readings, followed by Christmas   

Tea in the Garden Room. 

Sunday 24th Jan: Burns Lunch after the service 

TO BE ANNOUNCED: 

 Fish & Chip Supper &  Quiz Night at Chapel 

(postponed from October).  
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FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear Friends, 

Will you be buying a Christmas tree this year? 

They have of course become very expensive, 

especially if you choose one which does not 

drop its needles. Or perhaps you have an arti-

ficial one you like to bring out and decorate? 

Not everyone prefers a tree, but I think the lit-

tle fir has in its own way become the principal 

symbol for Christmas, assisted by all the plum 

puddings and robin redbreasts, etc 

The origins of the Christmas tree go back to 

antiquity. The ancient Egyptians, I learn, hung 

green palm branches in their homes on the 

shortest day of the year, representing the tri-

umph of life over death. 

Trees that stay green all the year were 

thought to ward off illness and evil spirits and 

their branches were hung over doors and    

windows. The Romans used evergreens as 

decorations during their winter festival of     
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Saturnalia. Druids decorated oak trees with 

apples during their celebration of the winter 

solstice. 

In the Middle Ages I understand that the feast 

of “Adam and Eve and the Paradise tree” was 

celebrated on December 24th (involving more 

apples, of course). 

Martin Luther is said to have decorated a 

small tree with candles for his children. In the 

1600‟s, trees were decorated with sweets and 

coloured paper flowers in Germany, and tinsel 

began to be used. 

Then in 1714 when George I from Hanover 

became our king, German merchants in Eng-

land began to utilise the Christmas tree. And 

when pictures of Queen Victoria and her    

German husband Albert appeared in the   

London newspapers, showing them with their 

children around a Christmas tree, the idea  

became very fashionable indeed. After       

Victoria, the use of the tree experienced a 

slight decline, but with the popularity of 

Charles Dickens‟ writings in the 1930‟s, it was 
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back in favour once again, and has remained 

so ever since. 

As a child I used to love the way the fir used to 

fill the living room with its scent of pine. That 

above all was the fragrance of Christmas, es-

pecially when we first came downstairs on 

Christmas morning, and the fire was lighted, 

and a small sea of presents in their coloured 

paper was spread out under the tree. 

Even though the children are now grown and 

living in their own homes, we will be having a 

tree as usual this year (and will enjoy singing 

the carol “Oh Christmas Tree” - words featured         

opposite). It is part of the ritual, and Christmas 

would somehow be incomplete without it. Just 

as getting the vacuum out to hoover up all the 

needles, is part of the ritual too.  

However you spend Christmas this year, may 

the season be peaceful and carefree for you. 

With best wishes from our family to all      

members and friends at Great Meeting, where 

we will have our chapel tree as well ! 

Arthur. 
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  O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

 Thy leaves are so unchanging, 

 O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

 Thy leaves are so unchanging; 

 Not only green when summer’s here 

 But also when it’s cold and drear; 

 O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

 Thy leaves are so unchanging. 

  

 O Christmas Tree, O Christmas tree, 

 Much pleasure thou can’st give me. (repeat) 

 How often has the Christmas tree 

 Afforded me the greatest glee; 

 O Christmas tree, O Christmas Tree, 

 Much pleasure thou can’st give me. 

  

 O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

 Thy candles shine so brightly. (repeat) 

 From base to summit, gay and bright, 

 There’s only splendour in the sight; 

 O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

 Thy candles shine so brightly. 

  

 O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

 How richly God has decked thee. (repeat) 

 Thou bidst us true and faithful be, 

 And trust in God unchangingly; 

 O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 

 How richly God has decked thee ! 
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Obituary: Rev. Glyn John Pruce  
 
Rev Glyn John Pruce of Palm Harbor Florida passed away, 
Monday, June 1, 2015 at Mease-Country Hospital in Safety 
Harbor, Florida. 
 
Glyn was born December 25, 1928 in London, England to 
John and Ethel Pruce. He was 11 in 1940 when German 
bombs fell in London and was one of many children moved 
to the English countryside during the "Blitz".  
 
At 16, in 1945, he signed up and joined the British         
Merchant Marines. His ship was headed toward the Pacific 
Theatre battles when the Japanese surrendered. He spent 
the next three years traveling with the Marines visiting 
China and India. The impact of seeing the human suffering 
in these countries led him to the Ministry. After consider-
ing missionary work he opted for Theology studies at  
Manchester College Oxford . He graduated in 1958 and 
was recognised by the British Unitarian General Assembly 
that same year. 
  
In 1960, he married Edna E. Wilson and became Unitarian 
Minister at the church in Hale Barnes. They moved from 
England to Boston Massachusetts along with their son 
Timothy and lived there for 9 years, where he obtained his 
Masters degree from Boston University. He was involved 
with the Unitarian Universalist Association and worked on 
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the City's Redevelopment Authority and also taught Soci-
ology at Boston University and Northeastern University. 
 
After divorcing, he moved to Minister at different   
churches in Montreal Canada, Atlanta Georgia and    
Buffalo New York, where he met and married his second 
wife, Florence Jeannette Squire in 1986.  
 
In 1983 the couple moved to and settled in Leicester, 
where Glyn was minister at Great Meeting, only to be 
called back to the United States with an offer to become 
the Minister at the Unitarian Church in Tarpon Springs 
Florida, where he lead the congregation for approximate-
ly 5 years. His beloved Florence passed away in 1992.  
 
Years later he met Constance Traycheff who remained his 
constant, loving companion for many years, until his 
death.  
 
Glyn was an avid reader and World War II history buff. He 
loved classical music, traveling and especially spending 
time with his Grand Daughter, who he affectionately 
called " Mistress Eden Willow". 
 
Glyn is survived by his son, Timothy and wife Lorna, his 
grand daughter Eden, His companion Constance and her 
family, His stepchildren: Susan, Robert, and Michael, their 
families as well as loving nieces, nephews and extended 
families.  
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Theatre Trip 

On November 5
th
 twelve of us enjoyed a theatre    

outing to Curve to see a stage production of „It‟s a 
Wonderful Life‟ based on the famous film by Frank 
Capra.  The plot will no doubt be familiar to you: 
George, a hard working and selfless „Buildings and 
Loan‟ financier in small town America is in suicidal 
despair – his business is about to be ruined by a    
rapacious competitor and he feels he has let every-
body down.  But Clarence, a guardian angel, appears 
and rewinds the clock of memory so that George can 
come to realise that this material failure is more than 
outweighed by his many acts of compassion and self 
sacrifice during his life. 

 

It was an audacious step to re-interpret this story for 
theatre but the play-within-a-play device of staging it 
as a 1950‟s radio play, with us as the studio audience 
(exhorted to clap as the applause sign was held up 
by the deadpan sound- effect technician), surmount-
ed both the technical problems of the multiple       
settings and characterisations that the story           
demands and the danger that the production might 
become a sentimental pastiche of the original.   I 
worried that the production might lack dynamism but 
this was not the case at all, the excellent cast trans-
porting the imagination with ease to this middle 
America morality tale with a strangely enduring      
resonance for our own times. 
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Capra himself was quoted as saying about the film: 
„there is radiance and glory in the darkness could we 
but see, and to see we only have to look.‟  I felt that 
message came across in the production; at the end 
the near full house at Curve did not need a sign to be 
held up to give its loud and prolonged applause. 

Mike Drucquer 

                

        Handmade Poppies 

Proceeds for the hand-knitted and crochet-work pop-

pies which went on sale at chapel for Remembrance 

Sunday this year have totalled an  impressive £110  

The poppies were the work of the Sileby "Knit and 

Natter" group and retailed at £2 each, -- all monies 

raised going to the British Legion 
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Book Review: down and out in  
Paris and London by George Orwell 

THIS BOOK Is a fly on the wall view of 1920's back street life in 

Paris and London through the eyes of Eric Blair/ George Or-
well. Having left a 'decent' living in the Imperial Police Force, 
against his parent‟s wishes, Orwell decides to pursue a ca-
reer as a writer. He finds himself destitute firstly in Paris he 
states due to a prostitute stealing his meagre savings and lat-
er in London due to a temporary job being unexpectedly de-
layed. It is felt that at any time return to the family Vicarage 
remained an option. 

 
The book transports us into colourful, scary Paris with drunk-
enness, street brawls and great jollity. It is not a depressing 
book, quite the opposite. Orwell describes the bug infested 
boarding house and amazing characters who he passes no 
judgement on, all are treated in an unbiased documentary 
style. He gives us an insight into what it is like to sink into 
poverty.  First he hides his lack of resources due to pride. He 
explains the denting of confidence when he has to run out of 
a shop because an item of food was marginally more than he 
could afford. Powerlessness occurs as he is cheated by the 
pawnbrokers. The mind numbing effects of early starvation 
are described, thinking of the future is not possible only the 
present matters. 

 
The desperation of living on the edge leads us to look more 
favourably on the tricksters and tramps who in conclusion  
Orwell decides have trades in their routine ways of gaining 
sustenance.  One family in his boarding house lead people to 
believe they are selling pornographic photos in the street, 
when the images are discovered innocent the punters can 
hardly complain! 

 
Orwell finds a job in the Paris Hotel industry as a 'plongeur' 
lowest of the low washer up and general dogs body.  The  
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insight into the hard work, pecking order and culture is       
interesting and humorous.  The staff berate each other 
which gets the job done at greatest efficiency then have a 
cigarette break where all are equal and frayed tempers 
abandoned until the break is over.  Their one night off he   
describes as drink fuelled and jolly. Orwell ponders that  
people spend their whole lives in this existence.  The stand-
ard of food produced is not worth it.  The poor being kept 
poor and exhausted he believed kept the mob controlled. 
 
London is more stark and grey in comparison.  A vagrant 
lifestyle occurs due to being moved from one 'spike' (men's 
hostel) to another as to stay more than 2 nights meant encir-
cle ration for a week or the workhouse. The conditions of the 
hostels were appalling. Food being generally bread and tea 
caused pallor and ill health. The individuals‟ stories revealed 
why they were forced into this existence. 

 

Orwell has a friend he travels with called Paddy who knows 
the different hostels and where to go for charity.  They visit a 
Church where tea and cakes are handed out but then have 
to sing hymns and pray.  Although accepting money and 
food from benefactors the vagrants collectively despise 
them.  Humour still exists as they find their street artist friend 
Bozo laughing uncontrollably as he has just sold his razor to 
buy soup and realises he should have used it before the 
sale. 
 
George Orwell's final analysis is humble in not presuming to 
be an authority on poverty.  He concludes: 
          'I shall never again think that all tramps are drunken 
scoundrels, nor expect a beggar to be grateful when I give 
him a penny. nor be surprised if men out of work lack       
energy,... nor pawn my clothes, nor refuse a handbill, nor 
enjoy a meal in a smart restaurant.' 
 
                                                                 Sue Harper  
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Directory 
MINISTER  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Sir Peter Soulsby 
E-mail: Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
Whitewings, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester, LE2 2LR. 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 

 

mailto:ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:fossilmatron@msn.com
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NEWSLETTER COMPILER: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FLOWER SECRETARY: 
Mrs Morag Jones 
Tel: 0116 2760400 
 
ORGANIST: 
Mr Mark Balding 
Tel: 0116 2892202 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile:07736772381 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX 
 

mailto:nickydrucquer@gmail.com
mailto:jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk
http://www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk
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