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Winter Services 
Services in December 2014 

Sunday 7th  11am  the  Minister 

    “         14th  11am        “ 

    “         21st  3pm   Carol Service 

??  Thursday 25th   10am  Christmas morning half-hour service  ?? –if organist available… 

Sunday 28th  11am  the Minister 

 

Services in January 2015 

Sunday 4th  11am  the Minister 

    “        11th    “              “ 

    “        18th    “              “ 

    “        25th    “              “ 

 

Services in February 

Sunday 1st  11am  the Minister 

    “         8th     “              “ 

    “         15th   “              “ 

    “         22nd   “             “ 

 

Christmas Diary 

Saturday 6th December: EMU Quarterly Meeting at Belper Chapel, beginning at 2.30pm. 

Sunday 21st December: Carols at 3pm followed by Christmas Tea in the Garden Room. 

 

Items intended for inclusion in the Spring issue should be handed in by Feb 15th please.    
All member of GM are cordially invited to contribute ideas or items to the newsletter. 

 _______________________________________________________________________  

Thanks to Leicester City Council for the cover photo of the Ethelfloeda statuette by artist 
Jack Newport (http://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council-services/lc/leicester-city-

museums/museums/the-guildhall/) 

Acknowledgement to Tony Fletcher for his photo of the trip to Curve Theatre. 
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From the Minister… 
Dear Friends, 

For this winter edition of our chapel newsletter I have been especially looking in 

particular for a word for those among us who may perhaps not find the joyous 

festival of Christmas quite as meaningful as it has always been. 

The truth or significance of the Christmas myths concerning Jesus may seem for 

some to have evaporated, leaving only an expensive and difficult time. 

The goodwill associated with the festival may be destroyed by the crowds which 

make ordinary life impossible over this period. 

The relentless Christmas songs piped in every shopping place can eventually pall. 

The tree and presents, cards and postage, may have become too costly or lacking 

in significance. 

And all in all, there might be experienced a sensation that the spiritual aspect of 

the season has somehow become submerged and lost to us. 

If these reflections find an echo in any of us, the following anonymous words of 

warmth and welcome may just begin to act as some sort of antidote: 

  To you who gather in this hall [Great Meeting] 

  In glad mid-winter festival, 

  We bring this welcome unto you 

  As ancient custom bids us do… 

An American Unitarian has also written meaningfully about what is a key element 

of our faith and of this season in particular, that of light… 

 “May the light of joy brighten our lives, and the light of truth lead us to new 

 understanding. 

 May the light of morality teach us the right, and the light of courage enable 

 us to do the right. 

 May the light of freedom burn in our hearts, and the light of faith sustain 

 us. 
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  May the light of hope give us vision, and the light of love fill our days with 

 meaning and purpose. 

 May the light of Christmas never be extinguished in our lives…” 

These reflections may well strike an answering chord in both those who still have 
faith in the Christmas spirit, and those who may perhaps not. 

Wherever you personally stand this season, the open doors and warm welcome 
of Great Meeting is extended to you. Please join us for Carols and for Christmas 
tea on the 21st. 

And may I take this opportunity to extend very best wishes to all our members 
and friends, on behalf of Annie, the girls, and myself. 

Peace and goodwill !     

Arthur. 

Harvest Result 
Our Harvest thanksgiving was held this year on 
Sunday 5th October, and was  followed by        
Harvest luncheon. Both the service and the lunch 
were very well attended, and the excellent 
amount of £150 overall was raised to be sent to 
our charity Send A Child To Hucklow. Included in 
that amount was any profit realised from the 
lunch, plus the amount raised by the Sale of   
Produce, £58. 

We are very grateful to everyone who donated produce or finance, and especial-
ly to Morag, and Theresa from the White Swan, for delicious food, and to all who 
contributed lovely puddings. 

Curve Outing 
At the beginning of October a group of GM theatre-goers attended Simon       
Callow’s one-man production of The Man Jesus at Curve, an outing organised for 
us by Mike Drucquer.  It was an intense and powerful two hours, with occasional 
humorous moments and some good jokes: “the Galileans were lost in thought, -- 
unfamiliar territory for them ! “ 

Our grateful thanks to Mike for organising this on our behalf, -- hopefully only 
the first of other such theatre trips. 
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Mike’s theatre review 
 

This production attracted my attention because of its title which suggested a 
secular take on the story of Jesus and because it was a one night only, one man 
performance by one of the country’s foremost character actors, Simon Callow.  
He was brought up as a Catholic, was an altar boy  and read widely about      
Christianity before lapsing in early adulthood.  In his 60’s he decided to revisit his      
previous religious affiliation and asked Matthew Hurt to write a one man show 
for him. 

 

What emerges from this collaboration is a powerful and moving account of   
Jesus’ life which thoughtfully probed some of the key questions surrounding the 
origins of Christianity.  What was it that has made the story quite so powerful to 
so many people?  Was it all just due to his undoubted charisma?  The play      
emphasised the strange and wonderful effect this humble and unpredictable 
man had on those around him:  an intensity, a quiet, sombre, knowing             
confidence allied to a message of simple truth.  But at times it seemed that 
Matthew Hurt drifted towards the semi-secular, hinting that there might be   
transcendence at work here.  Jesus is not, of course, portrayed on stage by     
Callow but we certainly get a strong sense of his presence, with music and 
lighting creating an atmosphere, almost, but not quite, of holiness. 

 

Callow’s characterisation was superb and I particularly admired the complexity 
he brought to Judas and his ability to role play the mother Mary as an               
uncomplicated woman bemused by the self-destructive actions of her son.  
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 Sydney’s song 
The lyrics below, from a religious song by liberal Christian songwriter Sydney 
Carter, were featured in a  recent address by Arthur. 
 

The Devil wore a Crucifix, “The Christians they are right” 
The Devil said “so let us burn a heretic tonight” 

 
The lily or a swastika, the crescent or a star 

The Devil he will wear them all, no matter what they are 
 

In red or blue or khaki, in green or black or tan 
The Devil is a patriot, a proper party man 

 
Whenever there's a lynching the Devil will be there  

A witch or an apostle, the Devil doesn't care,  
 

He'll beat a drum in China, he'll beat it in the West  
He'll beat a drum for anyone - a Holy War is best,  

 
The Devil isn't down in hell or riding in the sky  

The Devil's dead (I've heard it said). They're telling you a lie. 
 

Sydney Carter (1915 –2004) was born in Camden Town, London  and educated at 
Christ’s Hospital and Balliol College Oxford. He spent his early years as a school-
master before enrolling for wartime service with the Friends’ Ambulance Unit in 
Greece and the Middle East. In 1963 he composed his most celebrated work, 
Lord of the Dance. The popularity of this lively hymn continues to grow world-
wide and, five decades on, it remains a favourite choice for school assemblies  
 

Kevin Jose 
Alan and Cathy Bailey: “Just to let you know that Kevin Jose’s sponsorship is 

coming to a close. We  began sponsoring him in 2003 and Kevin will be 18 on his 

next birthday, when he will ‘graduate’ from his support project. We had a letter 

from Kevin recently and he sounded a very happy young man. I hope you are all 

well and all is ok at Great Meeting.” 

Arthur: Thanks to everyone who has contributed through the Chapel collecting 

box towards Kevin’s education and future, and particularly to Alan and Cathy. 
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Book Reviews 
The Lindsey Press (publishing arm of the 

General Assembly) has published a new 

and very timely book. By Graham      

Richards, former Professor of the       

History of  Psychology at the University 

of Staffordshire, “Creationism: Design 

Errors and Cross-Purposes” is for       

anyone interested in Religion, Science 

and Education – much in the public eye 

in recent weeks! The book is a response 

to the resurgence of fundamentalist 

religious thinking which is making in-

roads into education on both sides of 

the Atlantic. There is pressure for the 

anti-evolutionist, Bible-based doctrine 

of Creationism and the loss doctrinaire 

but equally unprovable concept of 

‘Intelligent Design’ (ID) to be taught in 

the school science curriculum as genuine alternatives to the theory of evolution. 

The two sides seem to be intractable: Creations are impervious to scientific       

reasoning, and scientists rely on attacking them in sterile, materialistic terms. 

While presenting the scientific case against Creationism and ID, Graham Richards 

argues that these beliefs contain a number of deep conceptual contradictions 

which their scientific critics have failed to discern. He also finds the physical-

science camp guilty of an arrogant and patronising contempt for religion in       

general. The author hopes that this book will widen the debate, encouraging both 

sides to re-appraise their own positions. 

Order directly from The Lindsey Press, Essex Hall, 1-6 Essex Street, London, WC2R 

3HY. Price £9 plus P&P. http://www.unitarian.org.uk/pages/unitarian-books 

Further information can be obtained from Audrey Longhurst at The Lindsey Press 

who can be contacted at 020 7240 2384 or by email: alonghurst@unitarian.org.uk 
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The Cuckoo’s Calling is the first in what many of us hope will be a series of  

Cormoran Strike detective novels by Robert Galbraith aka JK Rowling. 

Sufficient that she provided the world with the Harry Potter stories and made 

herself a billionaire, she has now created a thoroughly likeable and interesting 

detective in what used to be called “a compulsive page-turner” – (I’m not sure 

how you refer to it if you use a Kindle device…). 

This is Rowling for grown-ups. The f-word and the c-word are present, but not 

aggressively so, nor is the violence excessive. 

She writes so descriptively that it is easy to imagine this story in film form, and 

as such it stands in a long and honourable tradition of down-at-heal private 

eyes extending back to Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Bacall, and even Albert    

Finney in Gumshoe. 

Cormoran Strike has a troubled personal life (as all popular detectives seem to 

have), is fond of a beer (like Morse) and a cigarette, and is attracted by and 

attractive to the opposite sex. His office is instantly recognisable from all the 

seedy film sets we have seen in black and white movies from the 50’s on-

wards, although the action is entirely contemporary.  

And along with the action there is a strong vein of good humour despite the 

sometimes desperate situations. 

Strike is a readily identifiable character, particularly so if you are familiar with 

the part of Cornwall he comes from (St Mawes) and his fondness for Doom Bar 

– one of the best Cornish beers – served in the bar of the Victory Inn. 

Here is Rowling at her accessible best, handling her material confidently and 

with affection for her characters. A highly recommended read. 

         

Arthur. 
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 LADY OF THE MERCIANS 
The photo on the front cover is of a small bronze statuette currently situated in 

the courtyard of Leicester Guildhall. It portrays the warrior princess Ethelfloeda  

and is a replica of a drinking fountain which was erected on Victoria Park in 

1922 and served the community there until it was stolen in 1978.  

The fountain was paid for from money left by Edith Gittens 

(1845-1910). Edith was an active and well respected  

member of Great Meeting.  There is a plaque to her in 

chapel which highlights her “invaluable work in the Sun-

day School, the Women’s Friendly Society and other     

pinstitutions”. 

On Saturday September 6th 2014 the Leicester Mercury  

featured the statue in its ‘Leicestershire in 100 objects’ 

series. This article was kindly brought to my attention by Freda whose mother 

was one of Edith’s Sunday School girls. From it  I discovered that: 

 Ethelfloeda, was the eldest child of Alfred the Great, King of the Anglo-

Saxon kingdom of Wessex.  The Viking invasions were the backdrop of 

her life and forged her into a powerful military leader 

 Leicester, which was part of the Mercian kingdom, was first attacked in 

868 by the Danes. They murdered and pillaged, and knocked holes in the 

city’s ancient Roman walls 

 In 886, following loses of Anglo-Saxon territory in Mercia, a permanent 

country of Danes was established within England, known as Danelaw. It 

included the greater part of eastern England, from East Anglia to North 

Yorkshire, incorporating most of Leicestershire 

 The city of Leicester was in Danish hands for just over 30 years.  In 918, 

after taking the town of Derby, Ethelfloeda, gathered a large army      

together and captured it back it for the Anglo Saxons. 

 Ethelfloeda died shortly after this famous victory. She is credited with 

strengthening Leicester’s fortifications, building the first castle and alleg-

edly, founding a church on the site of St Mary de Castro.     Nicky 
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DIRECTORY 

MINISTER  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Sir Peter Soulsby 
E-mail: Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
Whitewings, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester, LE2 2LR. 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 

mailto:ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:fossilmatron@msn.com
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NEWSLETTER COMPILER: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FLOWER SECRETARY: 
Mrs Morag Jones 
Tel: 0116 2760400 
 
ORGANIST: 
Mr William Northmore 
Mobile: 07841034225 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile:07736772381 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX 

mailto:nickydrucquer@gmail.com
mailto:jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk
http://www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk
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