
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

300 years of Freedom, Reason and Tolerance 

Newsletter - Summer 2016 

Great Meeting Chapel  

Leicester 

 

 

Rev Charles Berry, Minister at GM 1803-1869 

Kindle” by Steve James and Vital Peeters is a new 
sculpture in one of the Harris Manchester College 

gardens. It gives more than a passing reminder of our 
Chalice Flame. 
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 SUMMER SERVICES 
11am Sunday Services in June 

5th  Minister 
12

th
 Minister 

19
th
 Minister, followed by AGM 

26
th
 Dr Andy Phillips 

11am Sunday Services in July 

3
rd

 Minister 
10

th
 Minister and baptism 

17
th
 Minister 

24
th
 Supply: Hugh Beavin 

31
st
 Minister 

11am Sunday Services in August 

7
th
 Minister 

14
th
 Minister, followed by Vestry 

21
st
 Minister 

28
th
 Simon Hall 

 11am Sunday Services in September 

4
th
 Supply: Simon Hall 

11
th
 Supply: Simon Hall 

18
th
 Minister 

25
th
 Minister 

 

DIARY FOR THE SUMMER MONTHS 
Sat 4

th
 June EMU Quarterly Meeting at Nottingham beginning 

2.30pm 
Sunday 19

th
 June Great Meeting AGM after the morning 

service 
Friday 1

st
 July Concert at 7.30pm by Coro Nostro in the chapel 

Sunday 10
th
 July Baptism of Edwin Hague 

Friday 29
th
 July GA Inquiry Day for prospective ministry       

students, at Great Meeting from 11am to 3.30pm 
Sunday 14

th
 August Vestry after morning service 

Saturday 1
st
 October EMU AGM at Mansfield from 2pm 
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 FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear Friends, 

In the very earliest days of our courtship when Annie and I 

were just beginning to get to know each other, I asked Annie if 

she would mind if I called on her at her flat in Oxford. She tells 

me that her first thought had been: I hope he‟s not coming 

round to try to convert me ! 

Just one of the many perils of being a minister, I suppose … 

I like to think that I am fairly ecumenical in my outlook, and that 

this is something we share in our congregation. I can sit happi-

ly through Anglican Evensong for example, and I have similarly 

sat in silence in a Friends‟ Meeting House. I choose to listen to 

church services on the radio. In fact, there‟s not a lot I take ex-

ception to in organised religion in this country. 

One thing, however, really does bother me, and that is the as-

pect of proselytising; of trying to convert others to our (or any-

body‟s) point of view. The presumption of it pains me. And I fail 

to understand how anyone, however convinced they are of 

their own position, can seriously wish to take responsibility for 

another person‟s faith. It seems to show a marked lack of      

humility. 

While preaching recently around this broad subject of our need 

to cultivate a sense of humility in our dealings with each other, I 

took the liberty of quoting some observations from Mother The-

resa of Calcutta, and an anonymous prayer, both of which    

sufficiently interested some members of the congregation to 

incline me to include them here, as a gentle reminder of the 

virtues of respect for the other person‟s views. 

Mother Theresa wrote: 
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 “These are the few ways we can practice humility:  
To speak as little as possible about oneself;  
To mind your own business;  
Not to want to manage other peoples’ affairs;  
To avoid curiosity;  
To accept contradiction and correction cheerfully;  
To pass over the mistakes of others;  
To accept insults and injuries;  
To accept being slighted, forgotten, and disliked;  
To be kind and gentle even under provocation;  
Never to stand on one’s dignity…” 

 

And the words of the prayer which I quoted were as follows: 

Lord, thou knowest better than I know myself that I am growing older 
and will some day be old. Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I 
must say something on every subject and on every occasion. Re-
lease me from craving to straighten out everybody's affairs. Make me 
thoughtful but not moody; helpful but not bossy. With my vast store 
of wisdom it seems a pity not to use it all, but Thou knowest Lord, 
that I want a few friends at the end. 
 
Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings 
to get to the point. Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They are 
increasing and love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the 
years go by. I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of 
other's pains, but help me to endure them with patience. I dare not 
ask for improved memory, but for a growing   humility and a lessen-
ing cocksureness when my memory seems to clash with the memo-
ries of others. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may 
be mistaken. 
 
Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a saint-some of them 
are so hard to live with-but a sour old    person is one of the crowning 
works of the Devil. Give me the ability to see good things in unex-
pected places and talents in unexpected people. And, give me, O 
Lord, the grace to tell them so. 

 

The freedoms which we enjoy as Unitarians are a great 
blessing. Not only are we free from proselytising, but we are 
also free not to proselytise ourselves 
 
Annie need hardly have worried ! 
With every good wish to all members and friends,     Arthur 
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RETIREMENT OF OUR FLOWER SECRETARY 
AND CHAIRMAN 

 

For some time now Morag Jones has expressed the 
wish to retire as our Flower Secretary after years of 
generous service. And at the last meeting of our 
Chapel Vestry Sir Peter Soulsby formally handed 
over the Chairmanship of the Vestry to Dr Mike  
Drucquer. 
 
We are immensely grateful to both Morag and Sir 
Peter for the years of service which they have dedi-
cated to Great Meeting and all its concerns. We wel-
come Mike into the Chairman‟s seat, and are very 
happy that Peter will continue as a member of the 
Vestry Committee. 
 

 

REQUIREMENT FOR  ADDITIONAL KEY 

HOLDERS 

At present there are only two key 
holders at chapel, the minister and 
the caretaker. In the event of       
neither of us being available it 
would be very desirable if a further 
two key holders could be appoint-
ed. If you are interested and willing 
to fulfil this important role please contact the minister 
in the first instance.  

Thank you.  
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CONGRATULATIONS 
Many congratu-
lations to Paul 
Lynch,  son of 
Julie and Don, 
and Freda`s 
grandson.  

  

Paul works for 
the Northamp-
ton Chronicle 
and was re-
cently  awarded Journalist of the Year 2015, by Johnston 
Press. The presentation took place at the Globe Theatre in 
London, on the 29th April. Paul is the 2nd one from the left, 
the one with the beard. 

 

DONATION 

This brass letter rack was donated to Great Meeting by the 

family of the late Dennis and Betty Heathcote, whose ashes 

are to be scattered privately in the Chapel Garden.  
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GREAT MEETING SINGERS 

Welcome to our group‟s Facebook page.  For those of you that 
don‟t use Facebook, a page is a bit like an online noticeboard. This 
noticeboard also acts as a way of promoting both the activities of 
the Great Meeting Singer and Leicester Unitarians and introduces 
us to a wider audience. Since we launched in August 2015 we‟ve 
created notices about: last year‟s Ride and Stride; special services 
such our concert, harvest, remembrance; Christmas services and 
our Burns lunch; our one year birthday; the Chalice Meditations 
Workshop and the Service for World Peace. We‟ve also posted a 
variety of photos, inspirational quotes and even videos of the 
Great Meeting Singers performing. 

Facebook is a great networking tool too, it enables you to see that 
kind of events and activities other Unitarian groups are taking part 
in and we‟ve even said hello to our over-the-pond namesake Uni-
tarian congregation in Leicester USA who responded back to us! 

 
If you use Facebook you can search for the Great Meeting Sing-
ers Leicester and “like” our page or use the link https://
www.facebook.com/gmsingersleicester/ 
 

Verity Hunt Sheppard 

https://www.facebook.com/gmsingersleicester/
https://www.facebook.com/gmsingersleicester/
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DO YOU LIKE PARISH CHURCHES? 
A website has been de-
veloped locally by the 
professional photo 
grapher, Chris Jones of 
LeicesterPhoto, which 
features photographic 
details of over half of 
Leicestershire and   
Rutland's churches. The 
project started in  Spring 
2009, following an      
ambition to photograph 
every church in Leics 
and Rutland. The       
motive? Chris likes    
churches! 

 

This very well-designed and easy-to-use website can be considered to be 
a long-awaited complement to the published guides such as Simon       
Jenkins “England‟s Thousand Best Churches”, John Betjeman‟s “English 
Parish Churches” (1958) and the updated version by Richard Surman 
“Betjeman‟s Best English Churches” (2011). 

 

When you click on a 
church high resolution 
images are revealed of 
the outside and inside. 
Key features are     
figured in close-up, 
bringing attention to 
the unique aspects of 
each particular church. 
The text gives the   
history of each church 
in some detail, sug-
gesting some consid-
erable research effort. 

The interiors of churches present difficulties to the photographer because 
they are often so gloomy. This has been overcome using an unusual tech-
nique called 'HDR' (High DynamicRange Image Capture). Using this,     

 

 

 East Norton Church 

Melton Church. 
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details can be seen of those troublesome dark areas, like under the roof 
and pews, along with the bright areas such as stained glass windows. 

The long list of churches has to be clicked through, but you will certainly 
find some that whet your appetite and promote a visit. Most useful is the 
Interactive Map which shows all the churches in Leicestershire and Rutland, 
when they are open and crucially, when visitors are locked out. Thank you - 
this can save a lost of wasted time. Useful information such as Wheelchair 
access is also given. 

Some churches, such as Leicester Cathedral, now have a 360 degree tour 
– so do you need to pay a visit?, well probably yes – it will encourage one 
to see it for oneself. A recent innovation is the inclusion of aerial surveys 
using a 'drone' camera and video. Chris has a police license to do this. On 
the website we can tour all around the church, even spotting significant 
graveyard memorials and where to park. 'Read a Church' is an interactive 
guide of general applicability, showing us how to look at church features 
such as gargoyles, altar, fonts, crypts, etc., and discover their history, use 
and significance.   

This highly recommended project is entirely a labour of love, depends on no 
external funding and is entirely supported by the parent company 
'LeicesterPhoto'. Thank you Chris for supplying these photos from the   
website. http://www.leicestershirechurches.co.uk           

Tony Fletcher 

 

 

Withcote Church 

http://www.leicestershirechurches.co.uk/
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 GREAT MEETING GOES TO THE          
CABARET! 

 
We are planning a trip to Market Harborough on Friday 1st 
July to attend David Kent's cabaret "Journeys of the Heart: 
the songbook of David Kent". Depending on the number of 
interested people, we will arrange transport either through 
car sharing or a minibus. 
 
A little bit of New York City magic is coming to the Har-
borough Theatre when cabaret artist David Meulemans 
(pronounced Mull-uh-mans) brings his brand new show to 
town on Friday July 1

st
. Entitled “Journeys of the Heart: the 

song book of David Kent., it is currently in rehearsals in the 
USA. “This is a great honour and I‟m very excited,” says 
local writer Kent, “There will be some old favourites of mine 
as well as some brand spanking new songs.” 
 
David Kent is co-director of music at Great Meeting, and is 
known to the congregation for his performances of "Here 
Come the Uglies", "One Enchanted Evening" and appear-
ances at Sunday services. David Meulemans is artist in 
residence at The Metropolitan Room, New York. Further-
more, this collaborative project sees Broadway actress 
Sally Mayes keeping a watchful eye over the proceedings 
as director and acclaimed London musical director Simon 
Sharp accompanying on piano. 
 
The show promises to be a mixture of hilarious and moving 
musical storytelling, with David Kent himself stepping on to 
the stage to join in from time to time!  
 
If you are interested, there is a sign up sheet in the Garden 
Room, or ring David himself on 07984 411260 to reserve 
your place on the cabaret bus!!!  
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Summary of show details 

David Meulemans sings 
"Journeys of the Heart: the song-
book of David Kent” with Simon 

Sharp on piano 
Friday 1st July 7.30pm 

The Studio, Harborough Theatre 
Church Square, Market Harborough 

LE16 7NB 
Tickets: £12 / £10 concessions 

Tickets: https://
www.ticketsource.co.uk/davidkent 

 
********************************************************************* 

ANOTHER WIN FOR LEICESTER! 
 

Leicester has had phenomenal success in the sporting arena 
this year.  
 
 Defying odds of 5,000 to 1 underdogs Leicester City 

Football club won the Premier League title in a thrilling     
season which has turned global attention onto our city.  

 
 Leicester Riders Basketball team the Riders have had 

their best season ever wining the Basketball League  
trophy in February and clinching the BBL Championship 
in April. 

 
 Mark Selby was crowned World Snooker Championship 

in April, the second time he has won this prestigious title 
 
Now to add to the success, but in an entirely different sphere, 
we hear that David Kent has won international Unitarian  
composer‟s prize for his chalice medication hymn, The Light 
is Shining. Huge congratulations David, from all your fellow 
members of Great Meeting. 

David Kent 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/davidkent
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/davidkent
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CELEBRATION 

Filbert Street, Saturday May 7th, 1.30pm.  The crowds process to-

wards the stadium, more than usual, noisier than ever.  Leicester 

City, against the odds (literally), have a few days previously won the 

English Premier League, the greatest show on earth.  We are sur-

rounded by a group of several hundred supporters, all carrying 

small back packs, and chanting the name of the team‟s manager, 

Claudio Ranieri.  But wait a minute, these supporters are singing 

uncharacteristically in tune, I won‟t say two part harmony, but really 

not to bad at all, making us want to join in , so we do.  There are 

smiles, grins, arms raised above heads.  Some supporters spin 

round, walk backwards a few steps, urge with upwards sweeps of 

the arms to those following to sing louder.  Then I hear some Italian 

voices and it clicks.  These fans have come from Italy to be present 

at this momentous event, in an unprepossessing corner of a mid-

lands city.  We have a short chat: from Naples and Rome, came on 

the bus, 36 hour trip, no tickets for the game, not sure if it will be on 

a big screen or not (it wasn‟t, ) just wanted to be there.  They were 

obviously not looking for trouble but for celebration.  Others assem-

bled in Victoria Park, made up a new chant, filmed it and put it on 

Facebook, where it has been viewed a million times. 

It must be very basic, this need to celebrate together.  Of course I 

am not going to pretend for one moment that this curious football 

pilgrimage had any religious significance whatsoever, that would be 

stretching the point, but there are links about shared experience, 

communality, championing of the underdog, pleasure in success in 

the face of difficulties.   Perhaps also is the sensation of „onceness‟, 

a single moment, which may not be repeated and which must be 

remembered.  We walk to the stadium (part of the ritual, always 

take the same route, don‟t want to jinx it), we shout and sing, and 

then it is encased impregnably in our memory banks, that special 

place, for ever and ever. 

Mike Drucquer 
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SUE HARPER’S FACEBOOK FIND 

An elderly Chinese gentleman had two large pots, each hung on the ends of 

a pole which he carried across his neck. 

One of the pots had a crack in it whilst the other pot was perfect and always 

delivered full portion of water. At the end of the long walk form the stream to 

the house, the cracked pot arrived only half full. 

For a full two years this 

went on daily, with the man 

only bringing home one and 

a half pots of water. 

Of course the perfect pot 

was proud of its accom-

plishments. But the poor 

cracked pot was ashamed 

of its own imperfection, and miserable that it could only do half of what it had 

been made to do. After two years of what it perceived to be bitter failure, it 

spoke to the man one day by the stream. “I am ashamed of myself because 

this crack in my side causes water to leak out all the way back to your 

house”. 

The old man smiled, “Did you notice that there are flowers on your side of 

the path, but not on the other pot‟s side? That‟s because I have always 

known about your flaw, so I planted flower seeds on your side of the path, 

and every day whilst we walk back you water them. For two years I have 

been able to pick these beautiful flowers to decorate the table. Without you 

being just the way you are, there would not be this beauty to grace the 

house”.  

Each of us have own unique flaw. But it‟s the cracks and flaws that we each 

have that make our lives together so interesting and rewarding. You‟ve just 

got take each person for what they are and look for the good in them. 

So, to all of my crackpot friends, have a great day and remember to small 

the flowers on your side of the path! 

Leo Petrik  (152,00 likes) 
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Directory 
MINISTER:  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Dr Michael Drucquer 
47, Elms Road 
Leicester 
Le2 3JD 
Tel: 0116 2219685 

E-mail: m.drucquer@ntlworld.com 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
(see contact details above)  

ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
(see contact details above)  

 

mailto:ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:fossilmatron@msn.com
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
ORGANIST: 
Mr Mark Balding 
Tel: 0116 2892202 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile:07736772381 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX 
 
 
 

mailto:nickydrucquer@gmail.com
mailto:jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk
http://www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk
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