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Summer Services 
Services in June 

Sunday 7th   11am   The Minister 

Sunday 14th   11am   The Minister 

Sunday 21st   11am   Dr Jane Russell 

Sunday 28th   11am   The Minister,  then Chapel AGM 

Services in July 

Sunday 5th   11am   Simon Hall 

Sunday 12th   11am   Simon Hall 

Sunday 19th    11am   Rev Dr Ralph Waller, Principal of HMC 
Oxford 

Sunday 26th   11am   The Minister 

Services in August 

Sunday 2nd   11am   The Minister 

Sunday 9th   11am   The Minister 

Sunday 16th   11am   The Minister 

Sunday 23rd   11am   The Minister 

Sunday 30th   11am   The Minister 

 

DIARY for Summer 

Saturday 6th June  2.30pm EMU Quarterly Meeting at    
Derby Multi-Faith Centre 
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Sunday 7th June  6pm  EMU Joint Service at Hinckley, tea 
from 4.30pm 

Sunday 28th June  GM AGM following the morning service 

Thursday 6th August  Inquiry day for potential ministerial 
candidates, Manchester 

 

From the Minister… 
Dear Friends, 

“THE SWEET SPOT” 

Summer is at last upon us, and the thoughts of many 
turn to the holidays long anticipated and planned. On 
a visit we made a couple of years ago to the Greek    
island of Tilos, our summer included a trip to see the 
cave where the remains of the last European               
elephants had been found. The unusual nature of 
these remains was that they were of miniature          
elephants. 

The site of the cave had at some point in the recent 
past been chosen to be developed as an educational 
and visitor attraction, but the only part to have been 
completed was an outdoor Greek amphitheatre de-
signed for lectures, drama and operatic performances. 
Then the Greek and EU economies started to flounder 
and the money ran out, - nothing else was done.       
Because of the financial constraints the remains of the 
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elephants never became more than an exhibition in 
an obscure local museum. 

Today the visitor can climb up and view the entrance 
to the cave through rusty fencing. The elephants had 
originally wandered up from Africa tens of thousands 
of years ago before the Mediterranean had flooded 
and cut them off. Food on what became the island of 
Tilos became very scarce, and as a result the ele-
phants no longer grew to their full size. Eventually 
they very sadly died off, and their skeletons were 
found all together in the cave. 

As I say, there is not much to see at the location these 
days. Nevertheless the amphitheatre was built: a 
large classic semicircle of rising stone seats enfolding 
a paved level area for performance, and at its centre, 
the most astonishing acoustic “sweet spot”. 

If a speaker or singer stands at this spot, their voice 
can be heard all around the amphitheatre more clear-
ly than if it were electronically amplified. It is a quite 
wonderful phenomenon, far superior (for example) 
than the Whispering Gallery in St Paul’s. 

What I wonder is, if this building technique was dis-

covered by the Greeks hundreds of years before the 

birth of Jesus, why has it never been generally incor-

porated by us in our churches or chapels or theatres 

or schools?  
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Untitled 
The tamarisk trees along the beach 

Provide us shade within their reach; 

The swollen Mediterranean roars 

And keeps the local boats in 
shore. 

Down on the sunbeds, brown 
and bare, 

Retired people sprawl and stare 

At e-books or at paperbacks. 

Local people just relax. 

What matters now is sky and sea 

And shade beneath a tamarisk tree; 

And all tomorrow’s anxious care 

Is cigarette smoke upon the air…                 

   Arthur Stewart 

 

As a preacher who is privileged to have the attention 
of a congregation every Sunday, the Greek amphithe-
atre is indeed and in itself a veritable sermon in 
stone. 

With very best wishes for your own holidays, or stay 
at home time, this summer, 

Arthur 
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“Ride & Stride” 
 
Every year the Leicestershire Historic Churches Trust       
organises an event that allows participant churches to 
open their doors to the public.  Great Meeting always 
takes part. 2014 marked the 50th year of the Trust and the 
25th “Ride & Stride”. In 2014 190 churches took part.      
Bishop Street Methodist achieved the highest visitor       
totals (59 sponsored visitors); Great Meeting had 53 and 
the Cathedral 50. In total we had 85 visitors that day. So 
well done us!  
 
The next event will be on Saturday 12th September. Great 
Meeting will be open from 10-5pm. 
 
“Ride & Stride” invites people to visit churches and sites 
on a specific Saturday in September when all will be 
opened to the public. People can obtain sponsorship and 
earn money destined for a charitable cause by visiting as 
many churches as they can in one day. Many do not join 
the sponsorship but visit and, it is hoped, will make a do-
nation to the places they visit. Some walk, some cycle. 
Last year £42,240 was raised. Half went to the churches 
and chapels whose members were sponsored and half to 
the Historic Churches Trust for repair grants. 
 
The events are advertised nationally by “Heritage Open 
Days”, established in 1994 as England's contribution to  
European Heritage Open Days. On a national level, the 
programme is managed by the National Trust and is fund-



7  

 

ed by players of the People's Postcode Lottery and       
Historic England. - See more at: http://
www.heritageopendays.org.uk/  
about#sthash.Xg4307w0.dpuf 
 

Heritage Open Days is England's biggest heritage festival 
involving 40,000 volunteers. It celebrates our fantastic 
history, architecture and culture; offering people the 
chance to see hidden places and try out new                  
experiences – all of which are FREE to explore. - See 
more at:  
http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/directory 

Antony Fletcher 
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2000 years of Unitarian History 
Through the good offices of the library at Harris Manches-
ter College I have been given permission to borrow a six-
part DVD compilation entitled “Long Strange Trip: A Jour-
ney through Two Thousand Years of Unitarian Universalist 
History.” 

Admittedly it is American in origin and includes a certain 
amount of American emphasis, but not withstanding, a 
great deal of it covers our common history and I am sure 
it will be of interest to British Unitarians as well. 

I would like to propose evening or weekend meetings  
when those of us who would like to watch it could gather  
at GM and (if a suitable projector could be found) we 
could show the series over the autumn months. 

Friends and family would of course be welcome to attend. 

Do let me know what you think.                Arthur 

The Great Meeting Singers 

Recently settling on the name of Great Meeting Sing-
ers, the Wednesday singing group made a strong re-
vival this February thanks to the keenness and sup-
port of those involved in the previous Chapel music 
project. 
 
The Great Meeting Singers meets every Wednesday at 
7:30pm, we are a friendly group suitable for all levels, 
and all you need is an interest in singing or music. 
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We differ from many traditional choirs in that we teach and 
revise basic singing skills most weeks, then we work together 
to develop repertoire for services. Our aim is to provide musi-
cal tributes in services about every three weeks and our 
group is open to non-Unitarians also - some performances 
have already bought in guest singers to services to perform 
with us. 
 
If playing an instru-
ment is more your 
forte the Great 
Meeting Singers is 
very interested to 
hear from anyone 
who might like to 
support the group 
by accompanying 
us.  Be it guitar, 
woodwind, piano or 
even hand percus-
sion instruments.  We try to plan repertoire that is accessible 
to anyone at any level, whether singing or playing. 
 
Another big part of our mission and purpose is to promote 
fellowship.  The Wednesday Group is also a great chance to 
meet others and make friends too. 
 
If you would like further information on the Great Meeting 
Singers just chat to Verity or David Kent on Sundays, or join us 
at 7:30pm on Wednesdays. 

Verity Hunt-Sheppard 
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 Do you believe in mother? 

In a mother’s womb were two babies. One asked the 
other: “Do you believe in life after delivery?” The other 
replied, “Why, of course. There has to be something 
after delivery. Maybe we are here to prepare ourselves 
for what we will be later.” 
“Nonsense” said the first. “There is no life after delivery. 
What kind of life would that be?” 

The second said, “I don’t know, but there will be more 
light than here. Maybe we will walk with our legs and eat 
from our mouths. Maybe we will have other senses that 
we can’t understand now.” 

The first replied, “That is absurd. Walking is impossible. 
And eating with our mouths? Ridiculous! The umbilical 
cord supplies nutrition and everything we need. But the 
umbilical cord is so short. Life after delivery is to be logi-
cally excluded.” 

The second insisted, “Well I think there is something and 
maybe it’s different than it is here. Maybe we won’t 
need this physical cord anymore.” 

The first replied, “Nonsense. And moreover if there is 
life, then why has no one has ever come back from 
there? Delivery is the end of life, and in the after-
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delivery there is nothing 
but darkness and        
silence and oblivion. It 
takes us nowhere.” 

“Well, I don’t know,” 
said the second, “but 
certainly we will meet 
Mother and she will 
take care of us.” 

The first replied 
“Mother? You actually believe in Mother? That’s laugh-
able. If Mother exists then where is She now?” 

The second said, “She is all around us. We are sur-
rounded by her. We are of Her. It is in Her that we live. 
Without Her this world would not and could not exist.” 

Said the first: “Well I don’t see Her, so it is only logical 
that She doesn’t exist.” 

To which the second replied, “Sometimes, when you’re 
in silence and you focus and you really listen, you can 
perceive Her presence, and you can hear Her loving 
voice, calling down from above.”  

 Útmutató a Léleknek.          Suggested by Sue Harper 

 

   Davaun T Kurcz 
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The Compianto 
We are in Bologna for a ‘cheap flight’ weekend break.  We 
stroll from the Piazza Maggiore down a side street in 
search of a coffee, Bolognese style, strong, short and rich.  
In front of a tiny square, hosting a café with tempting out-
door tables, towers an imposing church called Santa Ma-
ria della Vita.  It contains, so says my little guide book, 
one of Bologna’s unrivalled works of beauty, ‘The Com-
pianto’ circa 1463, by the sculpture Niccolo dell Arca.  
Copying the habit of Sundays at Great Meeting, we de-
cide on church first, coffee after and pop in for a look. 

In a side chapel, at floor level, separated by a waist high 
barrier, stand six life-sized figures surrounding the dead 
Christ on a funerary bed.  It is extraordinary that these 
lifelike figures, unusually sculpted out of clay and fired in-
to terracotta, are perfectly intact despite nearly six centu-
ries of time.  They were commissioned by the Franciscan 
Order who ran the church and the adjacent town hospi-
tal.  The Compianto will have been a powerful draw for 
citizens and pilgrims alike, particularly at Easter when it 
will have been arranged in front of the altar and illuminat-
ed with candles.  Worshippers will have gasped and mar-
velled at the expressive power of the grieving figures, 
which conveyed a shocking realism rarely seen at this 
time, a 3 D floor show, tragic but uplifting at the same 
time.  Figures included John the Apostle, the Virgin Mary 
and Mary Magdalene, the latter vividly depicted rushing 
horrified and screaming into the tomb, Nicollo precisely 
capturing the moment. 
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The Francis-
cans arrived in 
Bologna in 
1275, a seri-
ous minded 
and persuasive 
group of self-
flagellants (the 
whips still dan-
gle from the 
cross outside) 
who, by virtue of religious intensity, dedication to the 
poor and sick and sponsorship of theatrical works of art, 
quickly infiltrated the fabric of the city.  More followers 
and visitors meant more donations to help with their am-
bitious programme of building so the Compianto worked 
for them on several levels.  

Niccolo was not liked by his contemporaries, considered 
arrogant, crude and stubborn but his genius cannot be 
denied, nourished as it undoubtedly was by sketching vis-
its both to the hospital and the nearby anatomical dissec-
tion theatre.  I can’t say that I agree with the guide book 
that the Compianto is beautiful, but it certainly packs a 
mighty emotional punch. 

You can get a very good look at it by visiting this Youtube 
link.    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4u8XCtFk28  
or search on ‘Il Compianto di Niccolo dell Arca’  Now, 
where’s that coffee? 

Mike Drucquer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4u8XCtFk28
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DIRECTORY 

MINISTER  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Sir Peter Soulsby 
E-mail: Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
Whitewings, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester, LE2 2LR. 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 

mailto:ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:fossilmatron@msn.com
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NEWSLETTER COMPILER: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FLOWER SECRETARY: 
Mrs Morag Jones 
Tel: 0116 2760400 
 
ORGANIST: 
Mr Mark Balding 
Tel: 0116 2892202 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile:07736772381 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX 

mailto:nickydrucquer@gmail.com
mailto:jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk
http://www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk
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Great Meeting—1708-1958 

This cloth was made and embroidered by Mrs Garner in 
commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of Great 
Meeting Chapel.  

She asked members of the congregation, and associat-
ed societies connected with chapel, to sign the cloth  
(in pencil) which she then neatly stitched over.  

Mrs Garner was an active member of chapel and Great 
Meeting Women’s League and is to be remembered for 
making such a beautiful cloth.  

Freda Betts 

 

  

 


