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Services in December 
Sunday       1st      11am   The Minister 
       
Sunday       8th      11am         .. 
               
Sunday     15th      11am           .. 
 

Sunday     22nd  3pm          Carol Service  
              
Sunday     25th      10am   Christmas Morning Devotions 
  
            

Services in January 
Sunday       5th      11am            The Minister 

Sunday     12th      11am            .. 

Sunday     19th      11am               .. 

Sunday     26th      11am                     ..   
        

Items intended for the Spring Edition of the 
Newsletter should be handed in to the Minister   

by19th January please. 

 

Further dates and times of the Vestry  
and Making Things Happen Group Meetings will 

be announced from the pulpit. 
 

 



 
Diary for December 

 
Saturday 7th East Midlands Unitarians Quarterly 

Meeting at Derby from 2.30pm. 
 
Wednesday 11th East Midlands Unitarians Christmas Lunch 

at the Nightingale Centre, Great Hucklow 
at 12 noon. Full details available in chapel. 

 
Saturday 14th David Kent Cabaret in the Christopher  
   Wykes Room from 7.30pm. 
 
Sunday 22nd Carol Service at 3pm, followed by   
   Christmas Tea. 
 

Diary for January 
           
Sunday 26th Burns Lunch following the morning service. 

 

Chapel Music Team meet every Wednesday Evening 
at 7.30pm in the Garden Room. 

 
The Leicester Ladies Women’s Institute will be 

holding  Coffee Mornings in the Garden Room on the 
1st and 3rd Saturday basis throughout the coming 

months, from 10.30am to 12.30pm.  
 

 
All welcome  

 
 



From the Minister…... 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In what must have been my first Christmas message in 
the Newsletter after beginning my ministry among you, I 
began by noting that Christmas comes early. In the shops 
wrapping paper, cards, artificial trees and decorations 
have been on sale for a couple of months already. At the 
present moment there will be service leaders all across the 
country making plans, inviting readers and singers, and 
having their first ideas for the annual Carol Service. As I 
type, the weather outside is still warmish in a damp  
November sort of way, but here I am, expressing  
Christmas greetings to you all. 
 
Christmas tries to come early, but it is hard to engage 
with it just yet. Not until there is something of an edge to 
the approaching season, a cutting chill in the air, an  
urgent sense of expectancy, a thrill of anticipation, --  not 
until all the conditions are right, can the specialness of 
the season be really felt. 
 
T.H. Behrent wrote about the last month of the year,  
saying, “December is the woodstove or fireplace active 
again with plenty of wood to burn, and time to enjoy it. 
December is the kettle on all day, always ready for 
friends. It’s cold, lengthy nights made more bearable by 
the solstice promise of more light to come. December is 
snow again, the tree purchased and gaily decorated. It is 
singing and listening, rehearsing and performing.  
December is cards, with personal messages, sharing and 
giving, gladly and at times sadly remembering other  
festive times. December is love springing again over and 
over with different meanings, reminding us that our  
contentment can always be more, our hope can always be  
 

           
    
 



more, our life can always be more…” 
 
Before my family and I moved to Leicester, the then  
minister at Great Meeting, Rev Leslie Evans, did a six 
month exchange with an American minister, Rev Charles 
Stephen Jr. The following is Charles’ prayer for this  
special time. 
 
May the spirit of this season help us find our way through 
the noise and turmoil of the days ahead into the heart of 
Christmas itself, to its quieter joy and peace.  
 
May we learn that we cannot hear the songs until our own 
hearts learn to sing them. 
 
May we, whose needs are so great, know how close we are 
to what we seek, and how often the things we want so  
desperately are ours already. 
 
May we be strong enough for the joys and pains of love; 
and may we, with quiet persistence in our hearts, learn to 
enjoy the small happenings of our days and hours and find 
in them the meaning that touches us most deeply, that 
moves us most profoundly. 
 
  May we find that life is good.  
 
    Amen. 
 

A joyous Christmas season to everyone at Chapel. 

      Arthur. 

 



“When I am asked” 
by John Holmes 

 
 
When I am asked if I believe in God, I am either impatient 
or amused, and frequently decline to reply. All I know, all 
I want to know, is that I have found in my relationships 
with my fellow men and women, and in my glad beholding 
of the universe, a reality of truth, goodness, and beauty; 
and that I am trying to make my life, as best as I can, a 
dedication to this reality. 
 
“When I am in a thinking mood, I try to be rigorously  
rational, and thus not to go one step further in my 
thoughts and language than my reason can take me. I 
then become uncertain as to whether I, or anyone, can 
assert much about God. 
 
“When, however, in preaching or in prayer, in some high 
moment of inner communion, or a profound experience of 
life among my fellows, I feel the pulse of emotion suddenly 
beating in my heart, and I am lifted up as though upon 
some sweeping tide that is more than the sluggish current 
of my days, I find it easier to speak as the poets speak 
and cry, as so many of them cry, to God. 
 
“But when I say “God”, it is poetry not theology. Nothing 
that any theologian ever wrote about God has helped me 
much; but everything that poets have written, about  
flowers and birds and skies and seas, and the saviours of 
the race, and God, has at one time or another reached my 
soul ! 
 
“More and more as I grow older, I live in the lovely 
thought of these seers and prophets. The theologians  

 
 
 
 



gather dust upon the shelves of my library, but the poets 
are stained with my fingers, and blotted with my tears. I 
never seem so near truth as when I care not what I think 
or believe, but only with these masters of inner vision, 
would live forever.” 

Chosen by Simon Hall. 
 

 
Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening 

 
Whose woods these are I think I know. 

His house is in the village though; 
He will not see me stopping here 

To watch his woods fill up with snow. 
 

My little horse must think it queer 
To stop without a farmhouse near 
Between the woods and frozen lake 

The darkest evening of the year. 
 

He gives his harness bells a shake 
To ask if there is some mistake. 

The only other sound's the sweep 
Of easy wind and downy flake. 

 
The woods are lovely, dark and deep. 

But I have promises to keep, 
And miles to go before I sleep, 
And miles to go before I sleep.  

 
Robert Frost 1922. 



Harvest Festival and Lunch…… 
 
The Harvest Festival service this year at Great Meeting 
was held on the 13th October, and followed by a Sale of 
Produce and a delicious Harvest Lunch held in the      
Garden Room.  

The lunch and sale combined provided a total of £43    
after the deduction of costs. This amount has been      
donated to our Harvest Charity, the Send A Child To  
Hucklow Fund.  

With thanks to the generosity of everyone involved. 

 Enjoying Harvest lunch! 





Greetings from Alan and Cathy in  
Bedfordshire…… 

 
Hello to all our friends at Great Meeting.  
 
A year ago this month we decided to move from our house 
in Glen Parva and downsize to a smaller, more  
manageable property. After careful consideration we  
started the process of clearing out the clutter of 34 years 
living in our four bedroom family house. We put our 
house on the market last January and we are now  
installed in our new home in Bedfordshire. 
 

Downsizing seemed daunting, but once started it was 
strangely therapeutic as we removed items of all shapes 
and sizes to charity shops, re-use websites and the local 
‘tip’. I had three sheds and a greenhouse in our old  
garden, all stuffed full of old tools, paint pots and all 
manner of items that I must once have decided might 
‘come in useful’ one day. I visited the tip with a full car of 
these items on at least ten occasions. Many books,  
pictures and furniture items were ‘liberated’ by our three 
children. Some went to the chapel bookshop. 
 

We sold our house quite quickly and (to cut a long  
complicated story short) we managed to buy a tiny  
bungalow in Sandy, Bedfordshire.  We moved in early 
May. We really love it here. Our daughter, Alice, lives 20 
minutes away, my sister is five miles away and we have 
several nephews and nieces living around Bedfordshire.  
There are many lovely country and riverside walks  
nearby. We are just two miles from the RSPB HQ and 
large bird reserve on Sandy Heath which we visit  
regularly. Sandy is well connected with local bus services 
and a main line station to Kings Cross, and there is just a  
short walk into the local centre. 

 
 



Summer has been taken up with arranging things as we 
want them, but it has been our own ‘project’ and very   
exciting. Technically the bungalow has two bedrooms, but 
we have converted the smallest into a ‘study’. 

Although it has been a big change and we now find  
ourselves in a much smaller and cosy property, the whole 
downsizing process has made us realise what things are 
really important to us and what we really need for a full 
and contented life. It’s also good to know that a young 
family have been able to move into and enjoy our old 
house in Glen Parva, which had become far too big for 
our needs. 
 

We will always have fond memories of Great Meeting and 
hope you are all well. If possible we shall try to pop in 
whenever we are in Leicester.  
     Alan & Cathy Bailey 

 

Alan and Cathy pictured here at last year’s 
Olympic games. 



 

 

Coro Nostro Choir Concert…… 
 
Once again this year Great Meeting was pleased to host 
the Coro Nostro Chamber Choir. A large audience         
attended, occupying nearly every available pew in chapel, 
on the evening of Saturday 26th October. We enjoyed a 
varied programme of classical and modern music         
performed to a very high standard by this excellent  
chamber choir, conducted enthusiastically by Lydia Hind, 
with featured violin soloist Karen Silverwood. Our chapel 
acoustics were once again appreciated to their full       
musical extent.  
 
Many thanks to Coro Nostro for a donation to Great  
Meeting of £150.  We look forward to welcoming this choir 
back on a regular annual basis. Their next visit is      
promised for autumn 2014. 

Coro Nostro at GM 



Mince pies!! 
If you would like to contribute towards the Christmas 
Tea by baking/buying a few mince pies or a cake, it 
would be very much appreciated. There will be a sign-up 
sheet for volunteers in the Garden Room. 
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Christmas Carols  
by Candlelight  

 

Sunday 22nd December 
at 3pm 

 

- all welcome - 
 

followed by 
 

Christmas Tea  
in the Garden Room 

 
Come and join us with family and friends. 

 



G M News….. 
 

Congratulations….. 
 

Warmest congratulations to 
proud parents Ellie and 
Marvin Cutkelvin on the 
safe arrival their baby girl 
Rowyn Alice, born on the 
17th October last. A lovely 
little sister for Alfie and  

Oscar and a ninth grand-
child for Grandpa, Sir Peter 
Soulsby. 

Will Northmore….. 
 

At the time of writing Will continues to be looked after in 
hospital, but appears to be making a remarkable           
recovery. The minister has visited him and met Will’s 
mother Jane, who is looking forward to having Will home 
before Christmas. Those of you who have Facebook will 
have seen that Will has resumed his postings and sounds 
in good spirits. I know the congregation join their hopes 
and prayers for Will’s continuing improvement. 

Fabric….. 
 
Working diligently and for long hours behind the scenes 
at chapel, our thanks are expressed to our Fabric Warden 
John Woodward for his recent decoration of the Garden 
Room walls, and for his part in the organisation and  
installation of new heaters in this room. As autumn gives 
way to the cooler months we shall all benefit from John’s 
efforts. An at times sluggish cash-flow has meant that 
this long-standing project has been delayed over several 
months, and we are grateful for John’s patience and  
persistence in finally seeing this through.  

 



News….. 
 

Our thanks are also due to Stephen Lynch, our caretaker, 
who has been invaluable in helping the minister deal with 
a significant leak in the chapel’s central heating pipes. 
The leak has meant that it is impossible to heat the   
chapel for the time being, and services are being held in 
the Garden Room.  

The Music Group….. 
 
Under the inspiration and leadership of David Kent, the 
formation of the Chapel Music Group begun during the 
summer has been continued into the autumn, with   
members occupying the choir stalls during Sunday     
worship, and providing beautiful musical offerings at    
different times during the services. 

This initiative is warmly welcomed. The musical expertise 
of those involved is greatly appreciated by all, and we    
especially look forward to hearing the Group singing   
during the forthcoming Christmas Carol service  

Volunteers to do Chapel Flowers….. 
 
If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel, in 
memoriam, to mark a special anniversary, or to simply to 
take a turn, please add your name to the rota in the 
kitchen. 
      

Chapel Book Stall….. 
 
If you have any second hand books which 
you have read and are happy to pass on, we 
will be very pleased to   
receive them to add  to our chapel book stall. 
The income raised provides helps provide 
chapel flowers, cleaning products etc.  
 
Many thanks in anticipation! 
 
 
 



Burns Lunch…... 
 

Following the service on Sunday 
26th January, please join us for a 
celebration Burns lunch. Enjoy a 
warming meal of tatties and neaps 
with a choice of meat or veggie  
Haggis followed by the traditional 
Scottish dessert of Cranach with shortbread. 
 

Our thanks to Morag Jones for organising this event.  
A sign-up sheet will be available in the Garden Room. 

 

Great Meeting Coffee Shop 
 

Now hosted by  
Leicester Ladies WI 

 

1st and 3rd Saturday  
Morning of the Month 

( Closed Saturday 21st December) 
10.30am-12.30pm 

 

Take respite from the hustle and bustle of 
the shops. Come and join us for a chat or a 

quiet read of the newspaper. 
 

Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Second-hand book stall. 
Chapel open to visitors. 

 

Wi-Fi  Hotspot! 

 



 Chapel Music Team Project 
 

Leicester Unitarians – Great Meeting 
Wednesdays at 7.30  
in the Garden Room! 

 

Come and see what we’re up to, whatever 
your musical talent and whatever your skill 
level. You don’t have to be a Unitarian, you 
don’t have to come every week, and we wel-
come beginners. 
 

Goals 
To support the Minister and the Vestry by  
     enhancing the musical offerings in regular 

services and on special occasions 
To enable anyone to travel further on their   

spiritual path by developing their musical and 
performing skills 

To celebrate Unitarian principals of freedom 
and tolerance, with “reason as our map and  

     conscience as our compass” 
To be self-funding 
To have fun and fulfilment 

through “being the best that 
we can be” 

 

Want to know more? 
 

Please contact:      David Kent 
david@misterdavidkent.com 

07984 411260 



And finally……. 
 

Jerusalem: 
The Biography 

 
by  

 

Simon Sebag Montefiore 
 
 
Having been given the present of 
a Kindle in the summer, to  
obviate the necessity of carrying 
and armful of books away with 
me on holiday, I was particularly 
appreciative of it in respect of this tome on the holy city. 
 
Simon Sebag Montefiore, whose own family are intimately 
interwoven in the history of Jerusalem, writes about it 
with a wealth of detail. In fact, to give the bad news first, 
there is so much detail and fact to communicate on this 
very extensive subject, that sometimes the book seems to 
race ahead on the information of who came next in the 
line of rulers, and as a result a feeling for the atmosphere 
for the succeeding periods can occasionally be lost. How-
ever, the really good news is that this volume is  
jammed-packed with the most riveting narrative.  
 
From its development from a tiny hill top enclosure in its 
early manifestation, through the most rigorous sequences 
of destruction and rebuilding, until we arrive at the more 
permanent and recognisable forms of its present shape 
and significance, Sebag Montefiore takes his reader on an 
incredible journey through time, history and theology, as 
we survey not only the changing physical shape of the  

 

Simon Sebag  
Montefiore 



city, the differences in its occupants, and of course the 
various faith traditions that have fought over, and  
continue to vie for, supremacy on this site. 
 
The book lives for me both in its global perception of the 
city as the focus for faiths in our world, but also in its  
attention to the significance of smaller events. For  
example, did you know that Jesus was the only founder 
of a major faith ever to walk the streets of Jerusalem? 
Humour is not absent either. One of the many successive 
rulers of the city (I can’t just now remember his name)  
reputedly had such bad breath, that his nick-name was 
“fly-killer”… 
 
Awash with blood, emblazoned with gold, alternately a 
cesspit of degradation and a place of the highest spiritual 
aspiration, Jerusalem is simultaneously an iconic holy 
place on earth and a heavenly city, bright in the           
imagination of believers the world over. Sebag Mon-
tefiore’s achievement might be to have come very close to 
doing it justice. 

                                                                                   
    Arthur 
 

 
If you would like to share a review of a book, film or play, 
please send it to Annie for inclusion in the next edition of 

the newsletter. 
       
 
 
 

 
 



Stop press! 

The Newsletter….. 

Due to the rising costs of providing the newsletter and of 
postage, in future we hope that members with computers 
will access the newsletter online via our website. 

Hard copies will continue to be issued for members and 
visitors attending chapel and posted to those not online. 

Should anyone wish a to receive a copy of the newsletter 
please do not hesitate to let the minister know. 

Visit our website: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk. 



GM on the Map…… 
 
Following a recent reorganisation of the road network in 
the vicinity of Chapel, the most direct route remains - 
from Vaughan Way, via Church Gate, St Peter’s Lane and 
East Bond Street. When leaving Chapel - via  St Peter’s 
Lane, Mansfield Street and Abbey Street onto  Vaughan 
Way. See Map below. 
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