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Sunday Services in February 

 Sunday 2   11am  The Minister 

 Sunday 9   11am  The Minister 

 Sunday 16  11am  The Minister 

 Sunday 23  11am  The Minister 

 

Sunday Services in March 

 Sunday 2   11am  The Minister 

 Sunday 9   11am  The Minister 

    Vestry Meeting to follow. 

 Sunday 16  11am  The Minister 

 Sunday 23  11am  The Minister 

 Sunday 30  11am  The Minister 

    Mothering Sunday  Clocks go forward 

 

Sunday Services in April 

 Sunday 6   11am  The Minister 

 Sunday 13  11am  The Minister 

        Palm Sunday   

 Sunday 20  11am  The Minister 

         Easter Day 

 Sunday 27  11am  The Minister 

Items intended for the Summer issue of the newsletter should be 

handed in by Sunday 27th April please. 

Thanks to Tony Fletcher for the  cover photo and the collage of 

images in the centre spread 
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From the Minister... 
Dear Friends, 

Some local friends of ours were married last Easter, and 
what I jotted down then was: 

  Frost nearly every morning, 
  The wind an icy blast, 
  But no-one ever doubted 
  This union would last. 
  There were snowflakes for confetti 
  And sunshine for good cheer, 
  When Kerry and Steve were married 
  At Easter-time this year. 
 

It reminded me of what a long and bitter winter last year’s 
was, and I began to feel grateful for how mild our weather 
had so far been in contrast. But then of course I remem-
bered the terrible flood conditions and the misery suffered 
by those affected by high tides in coastal areas, and hard-
ships of a different kind from the cold. 

It made my gratitude for milder weather seem completely 
inappropriate. 

At chapel too we have had our difficulties, with our central 
heating out of action, the Sunday services having to be held 
in the Garden Room, the organ awaiting repairs, and the 
dishwasher flooding the stairs. Yet despite it all I have to say 
that the mood in the congregation has remained unfailingly 
buoyant and positive. 
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I am indebted to the efforts and initiative of John our fabric 
warden, who has done sterling work in the aftermath of the 
dishwasher leak; to our cleaner and caretaker Julie and 
Steve who have battled on despite setbacks; and to Mark 
who has stepped in as our pianist to cover for Will during his 
absence . 

I like to think that our positive mood might in no little way 
be associated with the absolute mass of tiny green shoots of 
snowdrops and crocuses in the Great Meeting gardens, - all 
harbingers of what we hope will be an early Spring. As Shel-
ley wrote: “The hounds of Spring are on winter’s traces” and 
“If winter is here, can Spring be far behind?” 

From day to day of late the sun has often been shining, and 
while our sympathies are certainly with everyone who has 
been adversely affected by conditions so far this year, there 
are (as they say) reasons to be cheerful and optimistic for 
the days ahead. 

With all best wishes to members and friends, 

 

Arthur. 
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Looking forward to Spring 

by Audrey Keen 

Bring on, in moderation now, 

The gift of sunlight warm, 

Rest gently on the gnarled boughs 

So that the buds may form. 

Touch and caress the precious birds 

For they must busy be, 

And separate the petal folds 

Each flower let me see. 

Withhold the heavy cloud 

And let the fiercest rain retreat, 

And give the little lambs a chance 

To breathe of life so sweet. 

Stain not the new-born leaf 

That comes, with spiteful blows of hail, 

Instead allow them there to wave 

At pure white clouds which sail. 

And keep all good the first of Spring 

For this time soon is gone, 

And when the first freshness departs 

The summer will live on. 



6  

CONGRATULATIONS 

Our first congratulations in this issue must go to SHIRLEY 

and DEREK  HALL who, on January 6  last, became  

grandparents for the second time, with the safe arrival of 

CONNOR ADCOCK, a little brother for ASHTON. 

 

January too saw the wedding day, on Monday 20th, of   

PETER and MARGARET EVANS (nee Wykes) at Ede House in 

Chichester. Both bride and groom are County Councillors 

for West Sussex, and are frequent and welcome visitors to 

Great Meeting.  

 

We wish them 

every happiness. 

 

 



7  

Retirement - Mike Drucquer  

And finally, congratulations are due to Mike Drucquer on 

his retirement after 35 years in the NHS.  

As reported in The Mercury of January 17,  Mike has been 

a GP partner at the South Wigston Health Centre since 

1984.  

He actually left the practice on Christmas Eve, and said “it 

was a very good present to wake up on Christmas morning 

to think I had retired.” 

Our very best wishes go to Mike & Nicky & their family. 



8  

On Saturday December 14 last the Christopher Wykes Room 
became the venue for the David Kent Cabaret, Let It Snow, 
when an appreciative audience was splendidly entertained 
by David and his accompanist to a selection of seasonal 
songs, with original compositions by David himself. 

The proceeds from ticket and other sales amounted to £287, 
and after expenditure a total of £67.80 was raised. 

It was extremely generous of  David and his publicist Nicky 
to both entertain and support chapel in this way, and we  
record our gratitude to them. 

CHRISTMAS TREE 
Chapel is once again very grateful to GWEN GIMSON for the 
gift of our Christmas Tree. Every year Gwen, of the Swithland 
Parish Church, remembers Great Meeting in this manner in 
memory of her late husband BEN, for many years chair of 
our Vestry. 

The tree was delivered to chapel, along with a generous 
swathe of holly, by Peter Osborne, brother of the late Bob 
Osborne, who had also established a strong link with GM. 
My thanks  in addition go to Tony Fletcher who took respon-
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On Friendship by Kahlil Gibran  

requested by Freda Betts 

 
And a youth said, Speak to us of Friendship. And he an-
swered, saying: Your friend is your needs answered. He is 
your field which you sow with love and reap with  
thanksgiving. And he is your board and your fireside. For you 
come to him with your hunger, and you seek him for peace. 

When your friend speaks his mind you fear not the “nay”  
in your own mind, nor do you with-hold the “ay”. And when 
he is silent your heart ceases not to listen to his heart; for  
without words, in friendship, all thoughts, all desires, all  
expectations are born and shared, with a joy that is  
unacclaimed. When you part from your friend, you grieve 
not; for that which you love most in him may be clearer in 
his absence, as the mountain to the climber is clearer from 
the plain. 

And let there be no purpose in friendship save the  
deepening of the spirit. For the love that seeks aught but the 
disclosure of its own mystery, is not love, but a net cast 
forth: and only the unprofitable is caught. And let your best 
be for your friend. If he must know the ebb of your tide, let 
him know its flood also. For what is your friend that you 
should seek him with hours to kill? Seek him always with 
hours to live. For it is his to fill your need, but not your  
emptiness. And in the sweetness of friendship let there be 
laughter, and sharing of pleasures. or in the dew of little 
things the heart finds it morning and is refreshed. 



10  

Burns Lunch 

Following the morning service on Sunday 
January 26, the congregation once again sat 
down to haggis, tatties and neaps at our  
annual Burns’ Lunch in the Garden Room. 

Morag Jones and her small army of helpers 
served up a delicious haggis meal, with a 
veggie haggis for the non-meat eaters,  
prefaced by canapés, a dram and shortbread, 
and followed by a traditional cranach  
dessert. 

Some of us expressed concerns that if  
Scotland should vote for independence later 
this year, would the GM tradition of the 
Burns’ Lunch be forgotten south of the  
border? But judging by the enthusiasm in the 
congregation for this annual feast of  
Scottishness, I somehow doubt it. 

Our grateful thanks to Morag, her family, and 
all who helped to make this a splendid  
occasion. 
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Images from the 2013  
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Carol Service 
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Isaac Watts, his Life and Thought  

by Graham Beynon 

Isaac Watts was one of Christianity’s 
most enduring and influential hymn-
writers. He was born into a Non-
conformist family in Southampton in 
1674, and lived until he was in his 70’s, 
dying in 1748. 

It is said that as a youngster he had at-
tended a religious service with his fa-
ther, and had said afterwards that he 
found the chanting of the psalms and 
scriptural texts (which then was all 
that chapel singing amounted to) rather dull. And his father 
had replied that he should try to produce something better. 

Watts did, broadening the scope and reference of his hymns 
to include a good deal of material not in the scriptures, but 
making his hymns more general statements of appreciation, 
of both the natural world and the spiritual life. 

Today he is remembered in our hymnbooks for: 

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come, Let earth receive her 
 king… 

 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun Doth his successive 
 journeys run… 

 Awake our souls, away our fears, Let every trembling 
 thought be gone… 

 O God our help in ages past… 
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among others. In all he wrote some 750 hymns in his 
lifetime and earned himself the soubriquet “The Father 
of English Hymnody”. 

In addition Watts was also a prolific religious author. Of 
particular interest to Unitarians are his ideas on the  
Trinity. Both as a young man and as an older apologist, 
Watts came very close to a Unitarian (or Socinian, as it 
was then called) viewpoint. He always drew back from 
the idea that God is not a tri-unity, but the logical force 
of his reflections and study brought him right up to our 
doorstep (as it were), although he never actually crossed 
the threshold into Unitarianism. 

A pale and sickly man, often prevented from carrying out 
his ministerial duties by poor health, Watts once  
proposed to a lady who reportedly turned him down, 
saying that while she loved the contents of the casket 
(his fine thoughts and ideas), the exterior of the box was 
too unattractive ! Watts never ventured romantically 
again. 

Through his hymn-writing this sensitive and creative 
man made a profound contribution to the life of  
Christianity, and the faith of countless believers is still 
best expressed in the words he wrote in an effort to  
improve the quality of our worship. 
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DIRECTORY 

MINISTER  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Sir Peter Soulsby 
E-mail: Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
Whitewings, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester, LE2 2LR. 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 

mailto:ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:fossilmatron@msn.com
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NEWSLETTER COMPILER: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FLOWER SECRETARY: 
Mrs Morag Jones 
Tel: 0116 2760400 
 
ORGANIST: 
Mr William Northmore 
Mobile: 07841034225 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile:07736772381 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX 

mailto:nickydrucquer@gmail.com
mailto:jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk
http://www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk


17  


