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Autumn Services 

11am Sunday Services in September 

6th The Minister 
13th Music Group Service 
20th The Minister 
27th The Minister 
 

11am Sunday Services in October 

4th The Minister 
11th Harvest Festival 
18th The Minister 
25th The Minister 
 

11am Sunday Services in November 

1st The Minister 
8th   Remembrance Sunday 
15th The Minister 
22nd The Minister 
29th Advent begins 
 

Items intended for inclusion in the Winter issue of the 
newsletter should be handed in by Wednesday the 18th 

November, please. 

Front cover photo: Blue Moon, 31st July 2015. A rare astronomical 

event. Photographed by Tony Fletcher on his Pentax K-50 through 

a Sigma 70-300mm lens, without filters.  
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Diary of Events  

September 

Saturday 12th Heritage Open day and Historic Churches 
Bike Ride 10 -5 pm, from 10am 

Sunday 13th GM Music Group Service of Readings,    
Prayers and Singing at 11am 

Sunday 13th Meeting of the Making Things Happen 
Group after the service – all welcome to attend and      
contribute ideas for events. 

October 

Saturday 3rd EMU AGM at Great Meeting, starts at 12.00, 
lunch at 1pm, business begins at 2pm. Guest Speaker UCM 
Principal Rev Alex Bradley. EC report by Marion Baker. 

Sunday 11th Harvest Festival followed by Harvest Lunch 
in the Garden Room, please see sign-up sheet. 

Friday 23rd   Fish and Chip Supper and Quiz Night in the 
Garden Room, organised by Simon Hall – all welcome. 

Sunday 25th Vestry  Committee meets after the morning 
service. 

November: 

Thursday 5th Theatre Trip to Curve to see “Wonderful 
Life”, organised by Mike Drucquer, and preceded by        
optional supper in the Garden Room—all welcome 

Thursday 12th Chalice Meditations Service in the evening, 
organised by David Kent – more details to be announced. 
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From the Minister 

Dear Friends, 

As you can see from our newsletter Diary, our autumn 

events get off to a great start this year. 

The Heritage Open Day and Leicestershire Historic  

Churches Bike Ride takes place on 12th September,          

followed on the 13th by an event we are specially looking     

forward to: the Great Meeting Music Group service at 

11am. The Group suggests we all bring something of a 

buffet contribution with us which could be shared after 

the service to make this even more of a fellowship          

activity. In addition, the Making Things Happen Group will 

also convene after lunch in order to garner more ideas for 

our social calendar 2015-16. Please add your suggestions 

to the plans being discussed. 

Harvest Festival is in October on Sunday 11th at 11am., 

followed as is customary by a Harvest Lunch, - always a 

warm and enjoyable event appreciated by us all. 

Additionally in October, on Friday 23rd, Simon is organising 

a Fish and Chip Supper and Quiz Night for everybody in 

the evening in the Garden Room, which promises to be a 

lot of fun. 

Food and good company, - what more could we ask for? 
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And all leading up to a theatre outing to Curve on   Thurs-

day 5th November to see “A Wonderful Life”, organised for 

us by Mike. Look out for the sign-up sheet. 

Please come along if you can to the Music Group Service 

on 13th September, and bring your own ideas for future 

social activities to the Making Things Happen meeting 

afterwards. 

With all good wishes to everyone, 

         Arthur 

 

Some Inspiring Words 

Let us worship with our eyes and ears and fingertips; 

Let us love the world through heart and mind and body. 

Let us worship, not in bowing down, not with closed eyes 

and stopped ears; 

Let us worship with the opening of all the windows of our 

beings; 

With the full outstretching of our spirits. 

Let us worship, and let us learn to love. 

        
        Kenneth L Patton 
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 Confessions of a GA Virgin 

  

At first, General Assembly 2015 seemed rather a 
daunting prospect : crowds of people; everybody        
appearing to know each other; hunting for a place to sit 
in the dining room at lunch; and a programme that 
sounded overwhelming.     

  

Nevertheless, I took my responsibility of representing 
Great Meeting seriously and attended all the Plenary 
sessions (no, I didn't know what that meant either), and 
held my voting card up diligently when it was called for. I 
showed up at a variety of break out meetings and I tried 
my best to attend a good proportion of the worship   
sessions that were scheduled at the beginning and end 
of each day. 

   

And then something wonderful happened. This year 
sees a record number of new ministers passing out from 
their training and beginning their work with congrega-
tions throughout the country.  On our second evening 
these new ministers created a service for the whole     
assembly. Beginning with the traditional parade of    
banners from congregations across the country - I was 
proud to be carrying the flag for Leicester - each new 
incumbent brought their different gifts and very     
different philosophies to the proceedings. 
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 During the service I changed from feeling like a bit of an 
outsider to feeling part of the family. I was reminded 
powerfully of the reasons I am a Unitarian: that I am free 
to be inspired by a whole range of traditions and a whole 
range of people; and that we are all travelling on our 
different paths, yet together; and that this "togetherness 
in difference" makes us strong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

So I return with a sense of celebration, inspired by a new 
awareness of our national community. I made lots of 
new friends and I would heartily recommend anyone 
who hasn't attended this important annual event (which 
is open to all Unitarians)  to think about booking for 
2016. I'll be there! 

David Kent  
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The Buddha's Words on Loving-Kindness  
 

This is what should be done 
 By one who is skilled in goodness, and who knows the path of peace: 
 Let them be able and upright, straightforward and gentle in speech, 
 Humble and not conceited, contented and easily satisfied, 
 Unburdened with duties and frugal in their ways. 
 
Peaceful and calm and wise and skillful, not proud or demanding in nature. 

Let them not do the slightest thing that the wise would later reprove. 
Wishing: in gladness and in safety, may all beings be at ease. 
 
Whatever living beings there may be; whether they are weak or strong,                                  
omitting none,  
 The great or the mighty, medium, short or small, the seen and                                                 
 the unseen,  
 Those living near and far away, those born and to-be-born  

 — May all beings be at ease! 

 
Let none deceive another, or despise any being in any state. 
 
Let none through anger or ill-will wish harm upon another. 
 
Even as a mother protects with her life, her child, her only child, 
So with a boundless heart should one cherish all living beings; 
 
Radiating kindness over the entire world: spreading upwards to the skies, 
And downwards to the depths; outwards and unbounded, 
Freed from hatred and ill-will. 
 
Whether standing or walking, seated or lying down free from drowsiness, 
 One should sustain this recollection. 
 
This is said to be the sublime abiding. 
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This chant—the Kariniya Metta Sutta —is recited on a daily basis 

in households throughout Southern Asia.                                             
Young children know it by heart.  

 

©1994 English Sangha Trust.  

 
 
 

Contributed by Tony Fletcher in response to interest from the      
congregation when he read it at a recent service 
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Minister’s Report to the Chapel 
AGM given on 28th June 2015 

 

The Minister began by extending our condolences to 

Nicky and Mike Drucquer on the loss of Nicky’s mother, 

Rosalind, in December of last year.  

Our own congregational membership has remained      

constant over the 12 months and we are especially 

pleased to have welcomed Verity and other visitors and 

attenders to our services.  

The use of the Garden Room during the winter months 

had been important for our Sunday gatherings, as repairs 

on our heating system are still outstanding.  

The change we agreed at last year’s AGM abandoning our 

once a month 3pm service in favour of an 11am service 

every Sunday has been successful.   

Vestry meetings and meetings of the Making Things     

Happen Group were outlined, including a theatre trip    

organised by Mike Drucquer, the Burns luncheon           

prepared by Morag and helpers, Harvest Lunch, a         

performance by the Coro Nostro Choir, a September   

wedding, a Heritage Open Day and Bike Ride, have all 

been very enjoyable occasions.  
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The Minister stated that our services had been              

enhanced as always by the presence of our lovely      

flowers, and he thanked all involved in their                   

arrangement.  

He thanked the musicians and singers who have         

contributed to our services, especially the reformed 

singing group originally led by David Kent and now 

joined by Verity, and stated that the group meets every 

Wednesday evening and is open to all. 

The Minister particularly thanked Annie Stewart for her 

hard work as our Lettings Secretary. The lettings have 

included many groups, harmonious with our ethos,      

including NHS INCLUSION in Charles Berry House, the 

WEA, Café Mama whose lettings ceased in April 2015, 

NCT, The Elgar Society, The Leicestershire Fungi Study 

Group, two yoga groups, The Woodland Folk, Sea of 

Faith, The WI, CND and The Green Party. Our rooms are 

in use most days and evenings of the week.  

The Minister mentioned that Tony Fletcher had this year 

attended meetings of the Historic Churches Group in 

Leicester, which has resulted in our inclusion in a      

pamphlet on the historic places of worship in the city, 

nicely complementing the Leicester City Council            

initiative of attractive sign boards indicating places of 

historic significance in Leicester.  



12  

 

Health and safety and the safeguarding of children and 

the vulnerable is a vitally important aspect of the life of 

any organisation including our own. Our Assistant      

Treasurer, Diane, is our Safeguarding Officer and the   

Minister thanked her for bringing her expertise to bear.  

There were several other individuals whom he thanked 

on the congregation’s behalf; our Fabric Warden, John, 

who had undertaken numerous jobs on our property, 

Nicky for our excellent newsletter and website material, 

Mike for overseeing matters in the garden and super    

vising tree work, Tony Fletcher and Diane for letting in  

visiting preachers, and Tony for our great photographic 

display. Finally the Minister thanked our caretaker Steve 

and housekeeper Julie. Our supply preachers during the 

year have been the Reverend Chris Goacher and Simon 

Hall, Dr Jane Russell, Dr Ralph Waller.  

The Minister also spoke about his pastoral activities      

during the year and indicated the health of various        

individuals. He would be particularly grateful if anyone 

knows of anyone who would appreciate a call, if they 

could let him know.  

Finally he thanked very much indeed all the members of 

the Vestry Committee especially our President David and 

Chairman Peter.  
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Mary Wollstonecraft’s Chapel 

For over two centuries the author of the Vindication of the 

Rights of Woman, Mary Wollstonecraft, has provoked 

strong reactions, and a number of biographies.  An 

abridged version of the latest, Romantic Outlaws: The Ex-

traordinary Loves of Mary Wollstonecraft and Mary Shelley 

by Charlotte Gordon  was a recent Radio 4 Book of the 

Week. I can’t give you my personal take on it yet but       

perhaps I’ll manage a review for the next newsletter — its 

on my Kindle and the next one on my list to read! 

Mary was an active member of 

the Unitarian congregation in 

Newington Green, Islington 

and, on a recent trip to London 

to  visit my middle daughter 

who lives nearby, I snapped 

this   Banksy-type stencil  of her 

on a sidewall of the chapel. It’s 

helping to generate publicity 

for a longstanding   campaign 

to raise funds to commission a 

local monument to Mary’s life 

and work.  For more details of this effort see http://

www.maryonthegreen.org/project.shtml              

                                                   Nicky Drucquer 
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Nemesis 
There’s something I’ve noticed in the writings of contemporary 
atheist authors.   At some point in the book they step back and 
look at the events they have described, which may be tragic, 
sad, happy, momentous, cruel, kind, horrible, beautiful or any 
combination, and take a moment to reflect on them.  They 
have used all their skill as writers, their ability with words, their 
powers of imagination and they realise that none of these can 
quite reach far enough to do justice to human experience.  
They can only go so far. Something remains ineffable, a word I 
rather like.  I checked it in the dictionary: too great or intense 
to be  expressed.   

I recently read Philip Roth’s novel ‘Nemesis’ about a   fictional 
but realistically imagined 1944 polio epidemic in the USA.  Roth 
is flamboyantly atheistic, revelling in the absurdity of life’s ups 
and downs, casting as ridiculous the ‘deities sustaining billions’, 
pouring scorn on those who seek ‘desperately for a deeper 
cause …this maniac of the why..’  Yet although he urges the 
simple acceptance of life’s cruel absurdities, he sensibly knows 
he has no means to do this, no magic path, suggesting instead 
just (just?!) to experience life to the full.  This is expressed         
indirectly through descriptive passages.  At one point the  main   
character takes a dive from a board into a lake.  ‘ 

He was alone on the board and could barely see a thing….
[then]..did a simple swan dive into water he could see only 
the instant before his arms broke neatly through and he 
plumbed the cold purity of the lake to its depths.’  

Spot the ineffable.  It’s my new hobby      

 

Mike Drucquer 
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Directory 
MINISTER  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Sir Peter Soulsby 
E-mail: Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
Whitewings, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester, LE2 2LR. 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 

mailto:ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:fossilmatron@msn.com
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NEWSLETTER COMPILER: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FLOWER SECRETARY: 
Mrs Morag Jones 
Tel: 0116 2760400 
 
ORGANIST: 
Mr Mark Balding 
Tel: 0116 2892202 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile:07736772381 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX 

mailto:nickydrucquer@gmail.com
mailto:jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk
http://www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk

