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Services in September 
 
Sunday     2nd   11am The Minister 
 
Sunday     9th    11am The Minister 
 
Sunday   16th     3.pm The Minister 
 
Sunday   23rd    11am The Minister 
 
Sunday   30th    11am Hugh Beavin 
 

Services in October 

Sunday    7th   11am The Minister - Harvest Festival 
 
Sunday   14th   11am The Minister 
 
Sunday   21st    3.pm The Minister 
 
Sunday   28th   11am The Minister 
 

 

 
Items for inclusion in the Winter edition of the newsletter should 
be submitted by Sunday 21st October please. 
 

 
Great Meeting Chapel Newsletter for  

September and October 2012 



 
Diary for September 

 
Saturday 1st   10.30am: Coffee Shop reopens  
 
Saturday 8th   Leicestershire Historic Churches Bike Ride and     
 Walk, and Heritage Open Day: Chapel open from 10.30am. 
 Coffee shop, serving light lunches, open until 4pm 

Thursday 13th   7.30pm  ‘Welcome to my world’ An evening of songs by 
        David Kent at the Market Harborough Theatre.  
 

Diary for October 
           
Saturday 6th  12.30pm, East Midland District AGM at Great Meeting.  
  Speaker Dr DL Wykes on “The Ejection 1662”. 
 
Sunday 7th 11am Harvest Festival Service followed by the  
  Sale of Produce and our Annual Harvest Lunch. 
 
Saturday 20th  7.30pm Coro Nostro Chamber Choir Concert 
    ‘Music for an Autumn Evening’ 
 
Saturday 27th 3pm Wedding of Leanne French and Aaron Ashman  

 

The Coffee Shop is open every  

 Saturday morning 10.30am -12.30pm.  
 

 
Further dates and times of the Vestry and  
Making Things Happen Group Meetings  

will be announced from the pulpit. 



From the Minister…... 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Listening to the radio one morning last month I was struck by the 
statement by one interviewee to the effect that members of his faith 
group “do not believe in nationality, they believe in religion.” And this 
concept of making a nationality out of religion once again reminds me 
that there must be literally no limits to the symbolism which can be 
used to express our ideas of the divine or the holy. God cannot be  
described in actuality, and therefore we have to use metaphor or 
some other form of figurative language to give utterance to our  
spiritual responses. So, for example, the imagery of the Hindu religion 
is just as “true” as the imagery of the Buddhist, or indeed the imagery 
of the Christian religion. Any differences are purely the products of 
cultural or historical effects. It is possible to regard all religion as  
poetry which imaginatively conveys the truths about the divine.  
Buddhism can give an austere, stripped bare, “modern” impression, 
whereas Hinduism is elaborate and colourful by contrast. The poetry 
and imagery of Christianity is still where many people in this country 
feel most at home.  
 
Any difference is only one preference over another. There is no  
greater element of truth and virtue in one religion over another  
because the value of any religion lies in the virtue and truth of the  
person who practices it. 
 
Having recently (once again) found it difficult to give a good answer to 
someone who asked me “What is a Unitarian?” I found myself thinking 
about the statements Jesus made which Unitarians find so  
controversial: “He who hath seen me hath seen the Father,” “I and the 
Father are one.” Far from being declarations of his own deity, Jesus’ 
statements are no more than what we would want to say to enquirers 
if we were good Unitarians: “I am one. If you really want to find out 
what a Unitarian is, then look at me !” 
 
If people of all religions felt able to respond in a similar way, it would 
save an awful lot of misunderstanding and an awful lot of words. Just 
as the value of any religion lies in the virtue of the individuals who 
practice it, in just the same way, the best definition of our Unitarian 
religion must be ourselves. 
 
   With all good wishes, 
     
     Arthur. 

           



 
The Geese 

 

There go the geese 
Squawking across the Sileby sky, 

Following the path of The River Soar 
And the water meadows by. 

 

How many years have we heard them now 
Or watched their flight go by; 

How many autumns have they heralded in 
With their solemn sign in the sky? 

 

Years without number. I like to think 
That not a year will go by 

Without the call of these gentle birds 
Being heard across the Sileby sky; 

 

That not a summer will draw to a close 
Without their flight and cry, 

Though other eyes may watch them go 
And others hear their goodbye. 

 

                    A.S. 

 



A Nightime stroll in Belgium….. 
 

In 43 years the Dodentocht has  
become one of the most important  
hiking happenings in Europe. It began in 
1970 with 69 participants and has since 
grown into an event with over 10,957 
hikers this year. There are no rankings 
but hikers are tracked throughout the 
walk and they receive a certificate  
showing their times. They must com-
plete the walk in no more 24hours and 
not less than 10hours. They receive a 
medal and this year the reward was a 

locally baked cake and a bottle of 9% Bornem beer. Marchers come 
from all over Europe including the United Kingdom, and also from the 
USA. 
 
Dodentocht is translated as “Death March” but it is not as bad as it 
sounds, although I understand a walker died a couple of years ago of 
cardiac failure. The Dodentocht is organised by the non profit  
organisation Kadee Dodentocht, assisted by the non profit Youth  
Centre Kadee. Approximately 600 members of the organisation are 
involved during the event itself.  
 
Bornem is situated between Antwerp and Brussels in Flemish territory. 
I found it to be a very pleasant town with good shops, cafes, a castle 
and fine church. The land is low lying and very sandy with waterways, 
forest and marsh. I camped on the edge of town in the scouts’ 
campsite with at least another 1000 tents, all very tightly packed.  
Registration began at 1pm Friday 10th and I stood in very hot sunshine 
with at least 300 more people in front of me to pay and register.  
Others had registered by post or at previous times. Luckily I noticed a 
sign with no queue which said people arriving by train had priority. So 
I went in and showed my Eurostar ticket and got to the head of the 
queue. I was out in 5 minutes.  
 
The walk started the same day at 9pm and I tried to kill time and get a 
nap but it was too hot. People gradually left the campsite and at 8pm I 
decided it was time to go as well. At 9pm there were over 10,000 of us  
 
 

 



packed together trying to get down a road the width of Churchgate.  It 
took half an hour before we could shuffle along and about an hour to 
get moving out of the town. It was almost impossible to overtake and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

one had to walk at the speed of the slowest in front. After about 20km 
one came across the sight of people with shoes off, sticking plasters 
on  at strategic points. 
 
There were refreshment stops about every 10km for water, soup or 
energy drink and snacks like bananas, apples, cakes, and high  
energy foods.  Because of the number of people it was fairly chaotic 
but still well organised. As we progressed through the villages the  
local bars were invitingly lit up, bands played, discos were in full 
swing. Villagers were up all night, wrapped in blankets with braziers 
lit, wine and beer at hand. Each house seemed to have its own music 
selection. It was just wonderful. The night had been clear, with a  
crescent moon, and as dawn broke the land was covered in mist.  I 
was glad when the sun broke through as I only wore a T shirt.  But at 
6am the bars were still in full swing and very noisy. 
 
I passed through the Duvel brewery but no beer was offered!. The 
halfway stage was the Palm brewery. I arrived at about 7am and 
there were hundreds of people there. You could get a prepaid  meal if  



you wanted but I opted for water, biscuit and banana. This is the only 
time I stopped. I sat down to check my feet and put some talc on 
them, I had bought some anti blister socks and these proved to be a 
very good investment. Looking around there were dozens of people in 
mild physical distress. After a few minutes I continued. That accounts 
for my reduction in speed. Again no beer but it was difficult to find  
anything in the crowds and I am not sure I wanted beer anyway. 
 
The day proved hot. There was some forest for shade but in the later 
stages it was full sun. People had kindly put out hosepipes and  
buckets of water to cool us down. Kids had cups of water and slices of 
orange ready. Music was playing again. I must admit the last 30km 
were energising for me and I increased my walking speed. There were 
a lot of people in different states of distress, limping along, agonisingly 
slowly with blisters, sore crutches and aching joints. I overtook  
hundreds of them as I seemed able to maintain my pace through the  
outskirts of the town to applause from the passers by. 
 
I finished in just over 19 hours and I felt really good walking back to 
the campsite. At about 10.00 pm the last walkers with certificates  
arrived back at the campsite in what I would describe as a sorry state, 
The following morning I remember seeing a man trying to get to the  
port-a-loo but he could only move his feet 1 inch at a time, and then 
painfully slowly. I hope he made it in time!   
 
    John Woodward  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John, pictured here with Diane. 
Congratulations John and very well done! 

 
 



Harvest Festival and Lunch…… 
 
Harvest festival this year will be on Sunday 7th October at 11 am 
followed by the usual Sale of Produce and our Harvest Lunch.  
 
As in previous years all contributions of produce and donations  
towards our Harvest Charity will be warmly welcomed. This year we 
will be supporting the  Red Cross East Africa Food Crisis Appeal. 
 
The proposed lunch menu is - 
 

Quiche, Cold Meats and Cheese with Jacket Potatoes 
Salads, Pickles and Chutney 

Homemade Fruit Crumble  
with Cream or Custard 

 
        all at a cost of £5 per person.  
  (Sign-up sheet in the Garden Room). 
 
After deduction of basic costs any profit will be donated to our Harvest 
Charity. If you wish to bring a contribution food towards the lunch it will 
be much appreciated.  
 

The decoration of the chapel will take place on  
Saturday 6th October following the Coffee Shop.  

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please come along and join us for what promises to be a  

heart-warming occasion. 



G M Presents….. 
 
We are very pleased to host, for the first time, Coro Nostro Chamber 
Choir. 
 
Coro Nostro is a mixed chamber choir of about 30 singers of all ages 
drawn from across the Universities, the City and County of Leicester, 
UK and beyond.  
 
They  will be singing a variety of sacred music from Josquin to Saint 
Saëns and secular music from early Spanish madrigals by Encina and 
Flecha to partsongs by Stanford and Vaughan Williams. They will also 
perform Shakespeare’s songs in a variety of settings to mark 2012’s 
World Shakespeare Festival.  
 
The concert will have an autumnal feel but will still retain plenty of 
summer sunshine to brighten the longer nights. 

 
 
 

Music for an Autumn Evening 
With 

Coro Nostro Chamber Choir 
Saturday 20th October 

7.30pm 
Tickets available on the door £8 

Includes refreshments 
 

Great Meeting 
Leicester 



Theology Group Meetings….. 
 
The reintroduction  of our monthly series of talks and discussions on 
a religious theme will begin in September. The meetings have  
previously been named the ‘Friday Group’, but a suggestion to 
change the day to a Saturday has prompted a return to the original 
name of the ‘Theology Group,’ ( which is much more ponderous than 
it needs to be!) 
 
This years series is all about the other denominations within the 
broad Christian spectrum. While in the modern climate of multifaith 
and multiculturalism it is much more usual for us to have a greater 
appreciation of other faith systems than previously, it is often  
surprising how little we still know of the practices and beliefs of our 
nearer neighbours within the fold. 
 
Is proposed that the series will include talks and discussions on the 
following topics: 
  Roman Catholicism 
  Anglicanism 
  Methodism 
  The Baptists 
  United Reform 
  Society of Friends (Quakers) 
  Jehovah's Witness 
  The Mormons 
  Christian Scientists 

 
 

The group meetings will take place in the Christopher Wykes Room 
at 1pm  on the 3rd Saturday in the month. 
 
 
The date of the first Saturday in the series will be on the 15th  
September. Please bring a sandwich along and share a pot of tea or 
coffee if you wish. 
 

All welcome. 



An evening of Songs by David Kent….. 
 
Our very own David Kent will be show-casing his songs at the  
Market Harborough Theatre on Thursday 13th September. 
 

Tickets cost £10 and you can buy online at  
http://ticketsource.co.uk/davidkent  

or if you prefer you can call David on 07984 411260 



      
 
 

 Only Believing 
 

 
 Are you one of the tiny flock 

 Who believe in God, or are you not? 

 And if you are, then you might care 

 To make your wants known to Him in prayer. 

For every ill, they say, is a cure, 

For every hurt we have to bear; 

For every ache, for every harm, 

There is a salve, there is a balm. 

Don’t ask for what He’s already given, 

But ask that your sins may be forgiven. 

For every sin, a pardon lies, 

If you believe in what God supplies. 

So, are you one of the tiny flock 

Who believe in God, or are you not? 

For if you are, then you must know, 

It’s only believing makes it so. 
 

                                                               A.S. 



G M News….. 
 
Condolences….. 
 
It is with great sadness that we record the death on Saturday 16th 
June last of Joan Elizabeth Baker aged 84 years, wife of our late 
member George Baker who passed away in 2008.  

The funeral took place at Wigston Methodists on 3rd July, and Joan’s 
ashes were interred at Wigston Cemetery on 22nd August, the minister 
officiating. Our sympathies are extended to Joan’s daughters Hazel 
and Linda and their families. 

Heritage Open day and Leicester Historic Churches 
Bike ride and Walk…..  

On Saturday 8th September this annual event will once again  
include Great Meeting in the list of venues to be visited by sponsored 
bike riders and walkers, and those more leisurely individuals who  
enjoy looking around historic buildings. 
 
Usually we attract a large number of visitors  on this day, and although 
our exposure may be brief in some instances( just dashing in to get 
their sponsorship forms signed before pedalling off to their next  
destination), it is nonetheless true that more people than on any other 
single occasion in the year will cross our threshold. 
 
We are therefore extreamly grateful to everyone who is able to be  
present to welcome visitors, sign them in, or guide them around, and 
show a warm and cheerful impression of our usual life at the Chapel. 
 
The Coffee Shop and book stall will remain open all day to provide 
refreshments  and lunches. 
 
Thank you again to everyone able to assist in making the occasion the 
success it usually is. 
 
 



News….. 
 
Welcome to our new neighbours….. 
 
Our new tenants in Charles Berry House have been busy moving into 
the building during recent weeks. They are Inclusion Healthcare, a 
Mutual Pathfinder with 14 staff, which provides primary care services 
to Leicester City's homeless population. 

Having extensive experience of working with the city's homeless, and 
a passion for their work, Dr Anna Hiley and Nurse Consultant Jane 
Gray exercised their "Right to Request" to spin out from Leicester City 
Primary Care Trust. In September 2010 they took on a five-year con-
tract from the PCT to provide primary healthcare services, officially 
launching in January 2011. Their target patients include rough sleep-
ers, residents of the City's hostels and other vulnerable groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We very much look forward to getting to know the staff and wish them 
every success in their new home! 

 

Jane Gray pictured here with her colleagues from  



News….. 
 
Chapel car park and keys…. 

During weekdays 8am - 5pm, ‘Inclusion’ will have the use of the car 
park with the exception of 4 chapel spaces (on the left closest to the 
Garden Room) which will be clearly marked. The car park will be still 
available during evenings and weekends to our members and lets. 

Leicester Marathon…. 
 
The Leicester Marathon will take place this year on Sunday 14th  
October, starting and finishing in Victoria Park. The event begins at 
9am and should conclude around 3.30pm. There will be road closures 
around East Bond Street and Great Meeting Chapel. However,  
passes will be issued by the minister to enable members to attend 
Sunday worship as usual. If you think you may require a pass, please 
simply ask for one. 
 
Volunteers…. 
 
Volunteers are requested to make up an occasional maintenance 
working party to assist our Fabric Warden, John Woodward, in  
completing tasks around the Chapel. 
 
If you do not mind getting your hands a little dirty, please let John 
know of your willingness to help. Thank you in advance to all those 
who are able to come forward. 

Welcome and thanks…. 

A very warm welcome to Julie Robinson who takes over as our chapel 
cleaner this month from Jacqueline. 

We wish Jacqueline all the very best in her new role working for a 
charitable organisation in Wigston. Our sincere thanks to her for all 
she has done on our behalf during her time at Great Meeting. 



News….. 
 

Chapel Flowers….. 
 
If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel, in memoriam, 
to mark a special anniversary, or to simply to take a turn, please  
contact our Flower Secretary, Jacqueline Flanagan. or add your 
name to the rota in the kitchen. 
     Many thanks 
 
Chapel Book Stall….. 
 
Just a reminder that any second hand books you may have read and 
are happy to pass on, will be most welcome to stock our book stall. 
All money raised will be used to benefit the chapel. 
 
Many thanks in anticipation! 
 

Coffee Shop Rota….. 
 
If you are free one Saturday to help with the Saturday Coffee Shop, 
please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Garden Room or 
email Diane fossilmatron@msn.com with your chosen date. 
 
All help is greatly appreciated. 
 
 



And finally……. 
 

George Herbert 
 

Selected  
 

by  
 

W H Auden 
 
 
 
 
 
You may remember that I have preached before at Chapel on the  
subject of the life and work of George Herbert, but what has drawn me 
back to him was an introduction to this edition of his Selected Poems 
made by WH Auden and which I read while I was on holiday. This is 
how Auden begins: 
 
Reading a poet whose work I admire, it is only very seldom that I find 
myself wishing: “Oh, how I would like to have been an intimate friend 
of his!” There are some, like Byron, whom I would like to have met 
once, but most, I feel, would either… have been too intimidating, or, 
like Wordsworth, too disagreeable… Even if Isaak Walton had never 
written his life, I think that any reader of his poetry will conclude that 
George Herbert must have been an exceptionally good man, and  
exceptionally nice as well.” 
 
Herbert (born in 1593) was ordained as a priest in the Church of  
England in 1630 when he was 37. In the previous year he had married 
a lady called Jane Danvers after a courtship of only 3 days, -- and the 
marriage turned out to be a very happy one. And we know what  
Herbert’s expectations of Jane would have been from a description in 
one of his books: 
 
The Parson’s wife (he wrote) “is religious… Instead of the qualities of 
the world, he requires only three of her: first, a training up of her  
children and maids in the fear of God, with prayers, and catechizing,  

 

George Herbert 
1593 -1633 



and all religious duties. Secondly, a curing and healing of all wounds 
and sores with her own hands, which skill she either brought with her, 
or he (the parson) takes care she shall learn it of some religious 
neighbour. Thirdly, a providing for her family in such sort, as that  
neither they want a competent sustentation, nor her husband be 
brought into debt.” 
 
Herbert himself was a very diligent man, both in his priestly and  
pastoral duties, and his early biographer, Walton, also notes that he 
took enormous pains to explain to his parishioners the significance of 
every ritual act in the liturgy, and to instruct them in the meaning of the 
Church Calendar and its festivals. 
 
Certain of Herbert’s poems have been set to music and have become 
favourite hymns. One thinks especially of “King of glory, King of 
peace”, “Teach me my God and King”, and “Let all the world in every 
corner sing”. Poems like “The Pulley” and “Love bade me welcome” 
have often been read in church. 
 
Possibly one of the greatest religious poets in English, Herbert repays 
revisiting, and can become a good companion for anyone seeking 
reading matter of a devotional and inspiring nature. One of my own 
favourite Herbert sonnets is on the subject of prayer. Prayer, it  
concludes, is: 
 
 Heaven in ordinarie, man well drest, 
 The milky way, the bird of Paradise, 
 Church-bels beyond the stares heard, the souls bloud, 
 The land of spices: something understood. 
 
400 years may separate us from Herbert’s life but his words and per-
ceptions are, as Auden found, as meaningful today as they ever were: 
“something understood.” 
                                                                                      Arthur 
 

 
If you would like to share a review of a book, film or play, please send 

it to Annie for inclusion in the next edition of the newsletter. 
 



 
       
 
 
 

 
 

   Great Meeting 
 Coffee Shop 

 

Every Saturday  
Morning  

 

10.30am-12.30pm 
 

Take respite from the hustle and 
bustle of the shops. Come and join 
us for a chat or a quiet read of the 

newspaper. 
 

Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Homemade preserves for sale 
and 

Second-hand book stall. 
 

Wi-Fi  Hotspot! 



G M on the Map…… 
 
Following a recent reorganisation of the road network in the vicinity of 
Chapel, the most direct route remains - from Vaughan Way, via 
Church Gate, St Peter’s Lane and East Bond Street. When leaving 
Chapel - via  St Peter’s Lane, Mansfield Street and Abbey Street onto  
Vaughan Way. See Map below. 
 
Leicester City Centre showing Great Meeting Chapel 

Great 
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DIRECTORY: 
 
MINISTER: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart, 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile: 07803895828    
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby, Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784    
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Sir Peter Soulsby MP, 
E-mail: Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
Whitewings, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 2LR. 
Tel: 0116 2710784    
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820   Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart, 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile: 07803895828    
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
 
 



NEWSLETTER COMPILER: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile:07736772381     
Email: anniestew@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820    
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FLOWER SECRETARY: 
Ms Jacqueline Flanagan 
Mobile: 07786070091 
Email: jackyflan@hotmail.com 
 
ORGANISTS: 
Mr Qyan Arnachellum, 
Mobile: 07881953348 
 
Mr William Northmore, 
Mobile: 07841034225 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS: 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel,  
45 East Bond Street,  
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX. 
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The Old Schoolrooms (now Charles Berry House) 
built 1859 


