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Services in March 

Sunday          3rd      11am            The Minister 
 
Sunday         10th      11am            The Minister              
              Mothering Sunday 
Sunday        17th       3pm                     Mr Hugh Beavin  
 
Sunday        24th  11am                      Rev. Chris Goacher 
              Palm Sunday 
 
Sunday        31st       11am            The Minister              
              Easter Sunday 
 

Services in April 

Sunday          7th      11am                      The Minister 

Sunday        14th      11am                  The Minister 

Sunday        21st       3pm                       The Minister 

Sunday        28th      11am                      The Minister              
         Annual General Meeting 

      Services in May 
 
Sunday          5th      11am            The Minister  
            
Sunday  12th     11am                       The Minister 
                                                                
Sunday         19th      3pm                       The Minister              
      Pentecost 
 
Sunday  26h     11am           The Minister 

   6pm  GA President Rev Bill Darlison    
    EMU Joint District Service 

 

 



 
Diary for March 

 
Saturday    2nd     2 .30pm  East Midland District Quarterly Meeting  
    At Nottingham. 
 

Diary for April 
           
Saturday    20th   1pm  Theology Group restarts on the theme of  
         ‘other denominations’ in the Garden Room. 
 
Sunday      28h    11am  GM Annual General Meeting will take place  
    in chapel following the service. 
 

Diary for May 
 

Saturday    4th      3pm  Baptism of Polly Cockerill-McReynolds 
 
Saturday    18th   1pm  Theology Group  on the theme of  
         ‘other denominations’ in the Garden Room. 
 

Sunday      26h     4.30pm - Tea prior to service 
   6pm   East Midland District Joint Service  
         led by General Assembly President, Rev Bill Darlison 
 

 
Further dates and times of the Vestry and  
Making Things Happen Group Meetings  

will be announced from the pulpit. 
 

Items intended for the Summer Edition of the Newsletter should be handed 
in by 19th May if possible, please. 



From the Minister…... 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In the past months we have been obsessed by the cold and the  
snow and many of us have become addicted to the weather forecasts.  
Prior to that, of course, it was the rain and the terrible flooding it 
brought to so many areas. If you are one of those fortunate enough 
not to have experienced any significant disruption, it is still remarkable 
how much the weather can affect our life and our mood. I became  
stir-crazy being stuck indoors during the snow, and at the same time 
afraid to venture far in case I got stuck or the car broke down. So I sat 
at home as the snow and the rain fell and watched the news: how the 
wild fires were devastating vast swathes of Australian countryside and 
homes in temperatures in excess of 40 centigrade. 
 
The extreme contrast between this and our own weather brought back 
to mind those rare summer days when (a couple of years or so ago) it 
was so hot that it was impossible to function. I remember thinking at 
that time that at least in the cold we can work and read or write, 
whereas in the heat all we can think about is keeping cool. 
 
Are we ever entirely satisfied? I suspect not. But as time passes and 
experience grows, it gradually dawns upon us that to wait for  
conditions to be ideal, is to never get started at all. We realise that if 
things are going to be done, it is often better to do them now rather 
than waiting for a more propitious time to materialise. The words of the 
familiar prayer say it all: “If there is any good thing we can do, or any 
kindness we can show to anyone, let us do it now; let us not defer it or 
neglect it, for we may not pass this way again.” And this may of course 
be particularly important when conditions are bad and the elderly or 
infirm may benefit from our concern. 
 
I hope that your experience of the snow and the rain has not been  
detrimental. The following poem reflects a different response to the 
wintry weather and is entitled A March Snow.  I personally hope that 
that title is not a premonition that will come true. Meanwhile, keep safe 
and warm. 
 
    Best wishes, 
     
     Arthur. 
 

           
    



 
 

from A March Snow  
 

by Ella Wheeler Wilcox 
 

Let the old snow be covered with the new; 
The trampled snow, so soiled, and stained, and sodden; 

Let it be hidden wholly from our view 
By pure white flakes, all trackless and untrodden. 
When winter dies, low at the sweet Spring’s feet, 

Let him be mantled in a clean white sheet. 
  

Let the old life be covered by the new; 
The old past life so full of sad mistakes; 

Let it be wholly hidden from the view 
By deeds as white and silent as snow flakes… 

 

 

The Chapel Garden 



The following is included by special request: 
 

Prayer of St Francis  
 

“Lord, make us instruments of thy peace. 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is sadness, joy; 

Where there is darkness, light. 
O Divine master, 

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled, as to  
console; 

Not so much to be understood, as to understand; 
Not so much to be loved, as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 
And it is in pardoning that we are pardoned…” 

Service Area 
 

The other night I saw an unusual thing. I had pulled off the M1 into a 
service area, parked the car, and was heading in the direction of the 
loo. In the space between the entrance to the Gents and the Ladies 
toilets were two of those large black armchairs which, in exchange for 
a coin, give you some sort of vibrating relaxing massage. In front of 
one of these armchairs a Moslem lady had laid her overcoat on the 
tiles of the floor and was on her knees at her prayers. Directly behind 
her stood her husband, busy on his mobile phone. 
 
I went into the Gents, emerged, (the couple were still there), and 
strolled to the café to buy a coffee to take with me on the remainder of 
my journey. As I left the building I saw them  again, coats on now, 
walking to their car across the car park in the dark, his arm around her 
shoulder. 
 
I drove back on to the motorway joining the interminable stream of 
traffic. I had been to the loo and bought a hot drink; they had been at 
their prayers. And I remember thinking that that couple had given the 
idea of a Service Area a whole new meaning for me. 

 
 



Stoneywell and Ernest Gimson….. 
 
 An article in a January copy of The Times was all about Stoneywell, 
described as a fairytale cottage designed by the great Ernest Gimson, 
built on the edge of the Charnwood Forest between 1897 and 1899. 
This wonderful cottage, which actually ranges over six levels, has  
recently been acquired by The National Trust as the first NT house in 
the county, and should soon be open for visitors. Nicholas Pevsner 
designated the cottage as the masterpiece of Ernest Gimson, who he 
described as “the greatest of the English architect-designers” and an 
icon of Arts and Crafts architecture and design.  
 
Many of us will recall the fascinating trip to New Walk Museum led by 
David Wykes a few years ago, when we viewed an exhibition of Ernest 
Gimson’s furniture and design works. David is a member of the  
Gimson family and remembers sleeping as a child in a bed made by 
Gimson. Ernest was a leading light in Leicester’s Secular Society. In 
1883, at the age of 19, he invited William Morris to give a talk on art 
and socialism and to stay at the Gimson home. 
 
Originally Stoneywell cottage was built for £900. The NT paid £1.4 mil-
lion for it. We look forward to arranging a Chapel trip to look round this 
special property, and perhaps we can persuade David to once again 
lead it for us. 

 

 



Safeguarding Officer…... 
 

Legislation now makes it necessary for every congregation to have in 
place a suitably trained safeguarding officer, whose duties are to en-
sure the safety and well-being of children and vulnerable adults whilst 
attending chapel events including services. 

We are very pleased that Diane Romano-Woodward has agreed to 
take on the role of Safeguarding Officer for Great Meeting. As many of 
you will be aware, Diane is a highly qualified Occupational Health 
Nurse Practitioner and Red Cross volunteer. 

We are very grateful to Diane for accepting these additional duties on 
our behalf. 

Diane Romano-Woodward  

RN RSCPHN-OH BSc Med Sc.(Occ.Health) 

Winner of Occupational Health Magazine   

Occupational Health Nurse of the Year 2012 



The Sea of Faith Network at GM…… 
 
The ‘Sea of Faith’  has arranged a regular programme of meetings 
throughout the year at GM. 
 
Sea of Faith ... takes Matthew Arnold's image of the ebbing sea in 
his poem 'Dover Beach', but uses it in many different ways —  
exploring, daring to leave dry certainties behind, plumbing new 
depths. 
 
Explores - the implications of understanding religious faith as a  
human creation 
Promotes - the validity of creative human-centred religion 
Affirms - the continuing importance of religious thought, practice and 
the inspiration of sacred stories in our personal lives 
Has no creed - welcomes people from all faith communities  
including the Christian and Humanist traditions, and those with no 
involvement in any organised religion. 
 
A 3-day national conference is held annually, usually in Leicester in 
July. The theme for this year's conference is 'For the Common Good'. 
In addition there are occasional regional conferences and  
promotional events, a high-quality magazine (Sofia) and a web site 
www.sofn.org.uk  
 
A network of local groups meet throughout the year for discussion 
and exploration. The Leicester local group, re-launched in 2012, 
meets at Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel on Saturday afternoons 
from 2.15 and visitors are most welcome.  
 
Forthcoming dates and topics are:  
 
9th March: An introduction to Jim Kenney - visionary and big-picture 
thinker. 
13th April: A discussion on 'Non-realism' (introduced by Allan 
Hayes) 
8th June: a talk by David Boulton - a non-theist Quaker, author and 
former broadcaster. 
 
Further information can be obtained from : Allan Hayes (Convenor) 
allan-hayes@ntlworld.com 
or Janet Carpenter (Secretary): ring 0116 2392913 
 
            All welcome 



The Burns Luncheon….. 
 
To the traditional accompaniment of the bagpipes (recorded) 
the haggis was ceremonially brought in and cut open at the GM 
Burns Lunch on Sunday 27th January last. Some two dozen 
members and attenders stayed behind after the morning  
service to enjoy a warming meal of tatties and neaps with a 
choice of meat or veggie haggis, and a dessert of another  
Scottish delicacy, cranach with shortbread. 
 
The meal was preceded by a dram of the hard stuff and 
smoked salmon canapés. This delicious repast was very kindly 
prepared for us by Morag, assisted by Pam and Annie. In 
warmly thanking them we also include everyone who set the 
meal up for us and cleared away afterwards. 
 
During the preceeding service  the minister had taken Robert 
Burns’ words from Auld Lang Syne as his text for the day, and 
the Scottish flavour of the morning was completed by the chap-
el singers’ lovely rendition of Ye Banks and Braes. 

 

 



The Chapel Christmas Tree…… 
 
Our grateful thanks are once again recorded to Gwen Gimson 
for so very kindly donating the Great Meeting Christmas tree to 
Chapel, in memory of Ben Gimson who served for many years 
as chairman of the Vestry. The tree was delivered by Peter  
Osbourne who also provided our holly branches, following the 
practice of his late brother Bob.  
 
Our thanks also to Tony Fletcher who restored the lights and 
decorated the tree so beautifully this year on our behalf. 
 
Theology Group Meetings….. 
 
Our monthly series of talks and discussions on a religious theme  
Continue. 
 
This year’s series is all about the other denominations within the 
broad Christian spectrum. While in the modern climate of multifaith 
and multiculturalism it is much more usual for us to have a greater 
appreciation of other faith systems than previously, it is often  
surprising how little we still know of the practices and beliefs of our 
nearer neighbours within the fold. 
 
The group meetings will take place in the Christopher Wykes Room 
at 1pm  on the 3rd Saturday in the month. 
 
The date of the next Saturday in the series will be on the 18th  
April. Please bring a sandwich along and share a pot of tea or coffee 
if you wish. 
 

All welcome. 
 

Arthur 



G M News….. 
 
1st Haircut Ceremony  
 
Yadav, son of Mitesh & Sheenal 
Sood, grandson of the late Paul 
Sood and Manjula Sood,  
celebrated with his family his  
1st Haircut ceremony which was 
performed on 19th January. 
 
The First Haircut ceremony for a 
Hindu boy is a very important and            
auspicious occasion and is  
performed either in 1st, 3rd or 5th 
year of the childs life. 
 

 
We wish him and his parents 
every happiness and all 
good wishes for their recent 
move to Dubai. 

 

 

Yadav pictured here  after 
the ceremony and with his 

Grandmother Manjulla. 



News….. 
 
Welcome back….. 
 
After his recent stay in hospital over Christmas and New Year, it was a 
great pleasure to welcome Will Northmore back to Chapel to play for 
our Sunday morning services. Mark Balding had been very kindly  
filling in for Will, and we are extremely grateful to him. 
 
We hope that Will has made a complete recovery, allowing him to not 
only resume duties as organist but also to return to his work, which 
takes him all over the country, tuning and repairing organs. 

Birthday Congratulations….. 
 
Warmest birthday congratulations to our member Lionel Lea on his 
80th birthday. Lionel celebrated with his partner Jean Fall and family 
and friends at the  Belmont House Hotel here in town on  
Sunday 3rd March. 
 
After a difficult year health wise, both Lionel and Jean have thoroughly 
deserved to sit back and be spoiled on this special occasion. We ex-
tend our very best wishes to them both, and particularly to Lionel, 
chapel’s most recent octogenarian.  

Coffee shop….. 
 
After four very successful years, in January Annie regretfully  
announced that she was standing down from the Saturday Morning 
Coffee Shop. Her decision was the result of changes in family  
concerns. She expressed her gratitude to everyone who had  
contributed to the Saturday mornings and made them so worthwhile. 
There is no doubt that coming after a somewhat shaky period in our 
congregational life, the starting up and running of the Coffee Shop 
was a significant turning point both for the morale of the membership 
and our outreach to members of the public. 
 
Coffee Shop quickly became a regular weekly focal point for  
individuals and groups, and provided a uniquely friendly meeting  
 
 
 
 



News…... 
 
Coffee shop…..cont’ 
 
place. Visitors learned about our Chapel history and beliefs while  
enjoying delicious cakes, tea and coffee at very reasonable prices. 
Enhanced by accessibility to our Garden, Second-hand Bookstall and 
jam sales, Coffee Shop provided an ideal “open door” to Great  
Meeting. 
 
Our warmest thanks to Annie for all the hard work and inspiration her 
energies have brought to Chapel life. 

Chapel Book Stall….. 
 
Although the coffee shop has closed we 
have decided to continue with the  
second-hand book stall. The income 
raised provides helps provide chapel 
flowers, cleaning products etc. If you 
have any second hand books which you 
have read and are happy to pass on, we 
will be very pleased to add them to  
receive them. 
 
Many thanks in anticipation! 
 

Volunteers to do Chapel Flowers….. 
 
If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel, in memoriam, 
to mark a special anniversary, or to simply to take a turn, please  
add your name to the rota in the kitchen. 
 
     Many thanks 
 

 



And finally……. 
 

“My Heart is my Own” 
 

by  
 

John Gay 
 
 
If you like your history a little bit gothic 
and a little bit horrible, then John Gay’s 
biography of Mary Queen of Scots, “My 
Heart Is My Own”, may appeal to you. 
The 2004 Whitbread Biography Award 
Winner is both a work of scholarship and 
a gripping tale.  
 
The Prologue sets the scene on the morning of Wednesday 8th  
February 1587 when Mary was executed at Fotheringhay Castle. As it 
says in the blurb, “To some she was a murderer, an adulteress, and a 
traitor. To others she was courageous and principled, a heroine and a  
martyr… the most charismatic but unfortunate monarch in British  
history…” 
 
When her life ended, Mary was only forty-four years of age. She was 
an attractive, compelling and fascinating woman. Nearly six feet tall, 
she was every inch a queen. Even on the day of her execution she 
wore the finest clothes, almost entirely of black, and shoes of the most 
delicate of Spanish suede. 
 
An ardent Roman Catholic, Mary adhered to her faith despite being 
admonished to recant. At the moment of her execution she  
commended her soul to Christ, and with one executioner holding her 
down on the block, the other struck off her head. But the first blow was 
insufficient, and a second was struck, followed by further hacking.  
Finally the executioner raised her head, only to reveal the horrible 
sight of Mary’s lips still moving in prayer. And it was recorded that they 
continued to move for a further quarter of an hour. 

 

Mary Queen of Scots 
1542-1587 



Then the final twist to the sorry tale occurred. As the executioner lifted 
her head by the hair, the auburn curls and her little cap came away to 
reveal a prematurely aged head, grey and nearly bald, the result of 
the many years she had endured in prison. 
 
The critics write of this biography that it is “a work of great importance, 
crammed with electrifying new material from archives in England, 
Scotland and France. In her lifetime Mary Stuart inspired fierce  
passions, and ever since has continued to do so… John Guy has  
revealed a fundamentally decent and generous person, submerged 
by the misogyny of her times and the ruthlessness of her adver-
saries… This is a turbulent life which loses none of its excitement in 
this engrossing retelling…” 
 
John Guy has succeeded well in telling Mary’s story, where possible 
letting her speak for herself in her own words. And a stunningly pow-
erful story it is too. 

                                                                                     Arthur 
 

 
If you would like to share a review of a book, film or play, please send 

it to Annie for inclusion in the next edition of the newsletter. 
       
 
 
 

 
 



G M on the Map…… 
 
Following a recent reorganisation of the road network in the vicinity of 
Chapel, the most direct route remains - from Vaughan Way, via 
Church Gate, St Peter’s Lane and East Bond Street. When leaving 
Chapel - via  St Peter’s Lane, Mansfield Street and Abbey Street onto  
Vaughan Way. See Map below. 
 
Leicester City Centre showing Great Meeting Chapel 
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DIRECTORY: 
 
MINISTER: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart, 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile: 07803895828    
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby, Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784    
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Sir Peter Soulsby MP, 
E-mail: Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
Whitewings, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 2LR. 
Tel: 0116 2710784    
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820   Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart, 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile: 07803895828    
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
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Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS: 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel,  
45 East Bond Street,  
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX. 
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The Old Schoolrooms (now Charles Berry House) 
built 1859 


