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SERVICES IN APRIL 
 
Sunday 1st   11am  Palm Sunday 
             The Minister 
 

Sunday  8th      11am  Easter Sunday 
             The Minister 
 

Sunday      15th      3pm  The Minister 
 
Sunday      22nd    11am          The Minister   

Sunday      29th     11am  The Minister    

 
SERVICES IN MAY 
 
Sunday        6th         11am  The Minister 
 
Sunday      13th      11am  The Minister 
 
Sunday      20th       3pm  The Minister 
 
Sunday      27th      11am  Whit Sunday 
             The Minister 
 
Items for inclusion in the Summer edition of the newsletter 
should be submitted by Sunday 20th May please. 

 

 
Great Meeting Chapel Newsletter for  

April and May 2012 



 
DIARY FOR APRIL 

 
 

Saturday 28th April 7.30pm: ‘Concertante’   
A musical evening in Chapel with refreshments.  
           

 
DIARY FOR MAY 

 

Sunday 13th May  12pm: Meeting of the chapel Vestry 
Committee following the morning service.. 

Sunday 20th May   3 pm: Baptism of Reuben Che Phoenix 
Barton during the afternoon service. 

Saturday 26th May 7.30pm: The ’ Rainbow Choir’  
A musical evening in chapel with refreshments. 
           
Sunday 27th May 6pm: The East Midland District Annual 
    Joint Service at Belper 

 
The Coffee Shop is open every  

 Saturday morning 10.30am-12.30pm.  
 
 

 
 

Further dates and times of the Vestry and  
Making Things Happen Group Meetings  

will be announced from the pulpit. 



From the Minister…... 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Like Christmas, Easter is a religious festival replete with signs and 
symbols absorbed from earlier pagan festivals. And if, like me, you 
have ever wondered where the Easter Bunny sprang form, or why we 
used to go in for egg-rolling at this time of the year, consider this…. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus and the celebration of Spring are both, of 
course, based on the idea of new life. The white lily is the special 
Easter flower symbol of the resurrection. Rabbits or hares and  
coloured eggs are ancient symbols of regeneration, now associated 
with Easter. Traditionally the coloured eggs were hard-boiled and  
given as Easter gifts, but today they are made of a more addictive 
substance, chocolate ! Rolling eggs downhill is an English Easter  
custom, the winner being the one whose egg remains longest  
unbroken. I had always thought that this derived from the rolling away 
of the stone at the sepulchre on Easter Day. 
 
In some European countries the Easter Hare is supposed to bring the 
eggs, but in France the children say that the church bells (which are 
silent from Good Friday to Easter Sunday) have gone to Rome to 
fetch them. On Good Friday many of us eat hot cross buns. It is 
known that the Greeks and Romans, as well as the Saxons, ate bread 
marked with a cross at certain of their festivals. It is easy to see how 
the early Christians took up the custom. On Easter Sunday many  
people used to wear some new garment for the first time, and this 
probably goes back to the idea that at Easter we begin anew. 
 
Christmas may figure more highly in the ratings than Easter, but  
Easter is the more important religious festival. Celebrating, as it does, 
new life and regeneration, whether you accept it from an orthodox 
viewpoint or not, Easter is the pivot of the year. Every daffodil, every 
tulip, every crocus, every primrose, proclaims it. 
 
 
 Happy Easter to you all. 
 
      Arthur. 

           
    
 



 
 

Easter 
 
 

You can spin no tales for me 
I am a poor man’s son 

and I have spun my own 
when I have needed them... 

 
Let stars fall freely 

night always was lonely 
old love warms only 

those who love really 
 

Friends come and gather 
my hands are together 

my words are my fingers 
which point to the sun 

 
Speak not of symbols 

their towers will crumble 
their eye is not single 
my hour has not come 

 
Then lift up my heart 

the King plays his part 
then lift up the King 

for my eyes start to swim 
 

For my tales start to spin 
through the stars and the sun 

yet I have not begun 
or needed them. 

 
 

    A.S. 
 
 



Her Majesty's visit to 
Leicester…… 
 
The long and eagerly anticipated 
visit of Her Majesty the Queen to 
Leicester, to inaugurate her Jubilee 
Year of Royal tours, took place on 
Thursday 8th March last. The 
Queen was accompanied by the 
Duke of Edinburgh and the  
Duchess of Cambridge. Here Kate 
is pictured with Cllr Manjula Sood, 
and her Majesty is escorted by the 
City Mayor, our Chairman, Sir Peter 
Soulsby. 
 
A highpoint in the life of Leicester, 
this first stop in the Royal Jubilee 
progress will long be remembered 
as a joyous occasion by the huge 
crowds which turned out in  
welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Phil Archer for these  
images of the day. 

Manju and  Kate, Duchess of Cornwall 

Sir Peter escorts her Majesty, and in conversation  with Kate. 

 



A Musical Evening  
with  

Concertante 
 

 Great Meeting Chapel 
Saturday 28th April 2012 

7.30pm 
 

Tickets available at the door 
Adults £5 Children Free 

Rainbow Voices Choir  
Concert 

Featuring our very own  
Will Northmore and David Kent 

  
Great Meeting Chapel 

Saturday 26th May 2012 
7.30pm 

 
Tickets available at the door 

Adults £5 Children Free 



East Midland District Annual Joint Service at 
Belper…… 
 

Sunday 27thMay, 2012 
 
The East Midlands Unitarian District Annual Joint Service will be held 
at Belper Chapel. 
 
Tea will be served from 4.30pm, and the service led by David  
Burton, assisted by District President Neil Fisher, Christina Smith 
and Andy Phillips, will begin at 6pm. 
 
There will be an opportunity to see the completed renovation work that 
has been carried out on this historic chapel’s balcony and windows. 
 
All members and friends are warmly welcome.  

 

Belper Unitarian Chapel 
Built 1788 



A visitor from Transylvania…… 
 
It has been a great pleasure this year to have welcomed a visiting 
minister and tutor in homiletics, Rev Koppandi Botond, to Harris  
Manchester College, Oxford. 
 
During his time with us Botond attended our regular devotions, sat-in 
on and contributed to tutorials, and even played football on the college 
team, in between pursuing his own liturgical research. 
 
Botond’s warm and friendly nature endeared him to college staff and 
students  alike. After his stay at Oxford  he travelled north to spend 
some time at Unitarian College in Manchester prior to returning to his 
native Transylvania. 

Botond is pictured here on the right with the current HMC ministerial  students 
- Cody Coyne, Jim Corrigall, Sheena Gabriel   

and our minister and HMC tutor, Rev Dr Arthur Stewart,   



The Comfy Pew…... 
 
As members may recall, we have in the past come across the sugges-
tion for the wholesale removal of our Chapel pews and the introduc-
tion of free-standing chairs. 
 
A recent article from the religious affairs editor of The Telegraph 
made some interesting observations on this topic. 
 
After years of being ripped out of churches in favour of more  
manoeuvrable plastic seats, traditional pews are set to make a  
comeback… 
 
Hundreds of parishes have opted to sell off Victorian wooden seating 
in recent years to open up churches for new uses. Faced with  
dwindling attendances on Sundays and a desire to attract new  
worshippers, the Church of England is in the midst of a drive to open 
up historic buildings for new uses such as concerts, plays or  
children’s playgroups. 
 
But the plans have divided parishes, with many worshippers  
infuriated at attempts to take out traditional pews to make room for 
seating that can be more easily moved around. Last year  
parishioners in one 12th century church began a campaign to oust 
their vicar because of plans to remove pews, which they said would be 
its “ruination”. 
 
Supporters of controversial “reordering” schemes point out that  
medieval churches did not originally have fixed seating. But  
opponents say some of the modern chairs which have often taken 
their place destroy the historic atmosphere…A cabinet-maker who has 
refitted a string of cathedrals and historic churches in recent years, 
describes the result of some “reordering” schemes as “horrors”. He 
singles out for particular criticism the fashion for “electric blue tweed 
coverings”!  
 
“The truth of the matter is that church chairs are diminishing some of 
the greatest architectural designs of all time,” he said. 
 
The alternative of removable pews has been suggested. 
Plans to take away the front “fence” from the middle block of pews at 
Great Meeting to provide improved access at the front of Chapel have 
nevertheless met with general approval in the past. 

 



Music in Lyddington…… 
 
On Saturday 30th June Ruth and Phil Archer have extended a 
warm welcome to all Chapel members to attend  Music at  
Lyddington. 
 
The concert that evening, beginning at 7.30pm, will be given by The 
Bach Players, one of Europe’s outstanding groups specialising in the 
music of Bach’s time, and will feature music by JB Bach, JS Bach and 
others. 
 
Tickets for the event will cost £14 per person and will need to be 
booked in advance. A sign-up sheet will be placed in the Garden 
Room for all who wish to attend. 
 
Ruth and Phil have once again generously said that they will provide 
Tea for those coming to hear the concert. Tea will be served, outside 
in the garden if the weather is fine, from 4.30pm. 
 
We are encouraged to be in our seats in St Andrew’s Church  
opposite Ruth and Phil’s house by 7pm, as the concert is sure to be 
popular and good seats taken early. Bring a cushion with you as the 
Church of England pew (like its theology) is not as soft as our own . 
 
Our grateful thanks to Ruth and Phil for once again suggesting this 
delightful event. 
 
 

The Bach Players 



Notes from the Making Things Happen Meeting -  
held 17th March 2012. 
 
The remit of group is to arrange anything which would enhance chap-
el life and be of benefit to the congregation. 
 
Activities Planned 
 
21/4/12 Garden Work Day Since the meeting this date has been  
decided with Simon. Leaves will be cleared and put in the new leaf 
mould bins, ivy cleared from headstones, a general tidy up . Starting 
about 10.00am, alongside coffee shop, and continuing to the  
afternoon if there is work to be done. 
Plants that can be donated from your own gardens are very  
welcome. 
 
29/4/12 7.30pm: A Musical Evening with Concertante:   
£5, Light refreshments 
 
26/5/12 7.30pm: Will Northmore has arranged a Rainbow Choir 
Concert. David Kent will also be performing some of his own  
compositions. 
 
30/6/12 Music at Lyddington: 4pm Tea 7.30pm Concert 
Ruth and Phil Archer have invited those who wish to go to the  
evening musical concert at Lyddington to an open house with them 
beforehand. The cost is £14 per person for the concert tickets.  
 
Coffee Shop: Cover will be needed on May 26th when Annie will be 
away. It was decided to close the coffee shop for the month of July.  
 
Food Hygiene, Fire, and First Aid: Diane will organise a 2 hour 
training session for the volunteers and anyone from GM who wishes 
to attend. Date to be decided.  
 
25/8/12 Summer Fete: to be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Other matters discussed. 
It would be useful to catalogue the gravestones and their position 
possibly with photographs. Headstones may be moved as part of the 
reorganisation of the garden. 
. 



A congregation-led worship is planned for a Sunday when the minister 
is on holiday. Details to be announced. 
 
Better communication will be beneficial for those working at GM. 
The whiteboard in the caretaker’s room is to be used for messages for 
John, Stephen, Jacqueline and Annie and updates by email. 
 
Proposed future activities: 
Beating the Bounds/ Circumambulation- an opportunity for all  
congregation members to see around the Chapel, grounds and 
Charles Berry House if vacant, to gain an understanding of “where 
things are”. Knowing the location of the water stopcock, gas and  
electric meters etc., might be useful in an emergency and the more of 
us who know the better. 
 
Qyan Arnachellum has proposed a Choral Organ celebration with  
musicians and singers during the autumn. We look forward to it! 
 
Viewing of archived pictures: It was suggested that various old 
prints be displayed along the pew at the back of chapel so that  a  
decision on restoration, re framing etc., can be made.  
 
Sheet Music for Organ: Will Northmore has offered to catalogue and 
sort the abundance of sheet and bound copies of organ music at GM. 
 
Cleaning/caretaking issues: 
A request was made to clean light fittings in toilets. 
The downstairs chairs are dirty from use by children’s groups. Annie 
to talk to group leaders.  
It was suggested that the wall near the kitchen hatch could do with 
painting, and if paint was purchased it might be advisable to paint the 
disabled toilet at the same time. 
 
Books: 
Ideally we would like some moveable bookshelves with cupboard  
under to store the books for sale. Annie will look into library furniture. 
 
Further dates and times of the Making Things Happen Group 
Meetings will be announced from the pulpit. All members are 
most welcome to attend and put forward their ideas. 



 

G M NEWS …… 
 
Charles….. 
 
We are delighted to record the recovery of our member and friend 
Charles McIntosh following a recent heart by-pass operation at  
Glenfield Hospital.  
 
We look forward to welcoming Charles back to chapel soon, and to 
the Saturday morning coffee shop where he and Pam are regular 
helpers and attenders. 
 
Condolences….. 
 
It is with great sadness that we record the death on 14th march last of 
Mrs Sylvia Adcock. Sylvia was 78 years old and the wife of  
Michael who served for many years as my predecessor as Secretary 
of the East Midland District. Sylvia herself was a pillar of the  
Nottingham congregation in the capacity of Flower Secretary and as 
one of the ladies who provided regular congregational teas. 
 
Our sympathies are extended to Michael and all his family and friends. 
 
Simon Ford, GM Garden and the Jubilee…… 
 
We are very pleased to welcome a new Gardener to Chapel, Simon 
Ford. 
 
You may have met Simon before as he has been a long-time attender 
at our Coffee Shop. He has already begun his duties and members 
can see the improvements particularly at the car park side to GM and 
behind Chapel where new composting bins have been set up.  
 
Coffee shop funds have been used to buy plants, shrubs and small 
trees to enhance the garden and mark the Queens Diamond Jubilee. 
 
Members who may wish to contribute suitable gifts of plants, 
(clearly labelled, please), will be most welcome. 
 
We look forward to a long and happy association with Simon, and to 
enjoying the fruits of his labours ! 



News….. 
 
A New Grandson…… 
 
Phil and Ruth Archer  
are pleased and proud to  
announce the arrival of  
Mitchell Craig age 7 months, 
newly adopted by Graham 
and Paula - a brother for  
Xanthe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Warm Congratulations….. 
 
Warm congratulations to Mrs Gwen Gimson who celebrates her 
100th birthday on Thursday 24th May 2012.  
 
Gwen as we know, has for many years kindly supplied a Christmas 
tree to Great Meeting in time for the Carol Service, and done so in 
memory of her dear husband Ben who served as the Vestry Chairman 
for many years. 

Mitchell with his new big sister Xanthe. 

 



News….. 
 

Chapel Flowers….. 
 
If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel, in memoriam, 
to mark a special anniversary, or to simply to take a turn, please  
contact our Flower Secretary, Jacqueline Flanagan. or add your 
name to the rota in the kitchen. 
     Many thanks 
 
Chapel Book Stall….. 
 
Just a reminder that any second hand books you may have read and 
are happy to pass on, will be most welcome to stock our book stall. 
All money raised will be used to benefit the chapel. 
 
Many thanks in anticipation! 
 

Coffee Shop Rota….. 
 
If you are free one Saturday to help with the Saturday Coffee Shop, 
please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Garden Room or 
email Diane fossilmatron@msn.com with your chosen date. 
 
All help is greatly appreciated. 
 
 



 
 

Mid-Summer 
Weekend Away 

A me together with a 
programme of ac vi es or 

just relax. 

Nigh ngale Centre 
Hucklow, Derbyshire.  

Friday 22nd June to Sunday 24th June 
 

The cost for the weekend is £104 per person in the  
single rooms, shared twin, triple and double standard 

rooms.  
Sole occupancy of a twin standard room is £104 + £10  

sole occupancy supplement [£114]  
Shared twin or triple en suite rooms £104 + £15 en suite  

supplement per person [£119].  
Sole occupancy of a twin or double en suite room is  

£104 + £10 + £15 per person [£129]. 
Children age 12-16yrs £80, children age 5-11yrs £68,  

children 3-4yrs £10 and children 0-2 no charge. 
[There are no en suite charges for children].  

Dogs are charged at £5 per visitor 
A deposit £20 per person is required when booking. 

 
N.B. the East Midland District has generously agreed to 
subsidise the cost to families by 50% up to an overall  

total of £1000. 
 

Please book directly to info@thenightingalecentre.org.uk    
or see the information and booking form at the back of 

Chapel. 



AND FINALLY……. 
 

 
“The Girl with the  
Dragon Tattoo”  

 

by  
 

Stieg Larsson 
 
 

Originally published in Sweden 2005. 
Published in London 2008. 

 
 
 
 
I picked this up in the Great Meeting bookstall, along with the other  
two books of the Millennium Trilogy written by Stieg Larsson.  
The inside cover gives the information that author died suddenly and 
unexpectedly in 2004 just after having given the manuscripts to the 
publisher. Therefore he did not live to see the overwhelming success 
of the books and of the subsequent motion picture. He was the editor-
in-chief of the magazine Expo and a leading expert on antidemocratic 
right-wing extremist and Nazi organizations. 
 
The story begins with an elderly man receiving a parcel which  
contained within a picture frame containing a pressed flower.  It  
transpires that he has been receiving these on his birthday for many 
years from an anonymous source. The subsequent chapters introduce 
the character of a disgraced journalist, the head of a security firm, the 
girl of the title who works as a freelance investigative operative and 
other members of the elderly man’s family. It is slow at the start, but 
this is because the characters are being developed; you get the  
impression that if you do not read and understand every word then 
you will not get the big picture later on. There are two threads to the 
story which intertwine; one is the search for a girl who disappeared in 
the 1960’s missing presumed dead, the other being the journalist’s  
actions to redeem his reputation. 
 

 

Steig Larson 1954 - 2004  



I found it compelling reading, and once started, I finished the 533  
pages in about 3 days. I enjoyed the references to the culture of  
Sweden. The storyline pulled you along and, without being  
outrageously improbable; it was not possible to guess what might  
happen next. There were good descriptions of mundane domestic  
activities, business activities and also some grisly details of unusual 
sexual activity and murder. Not for the faint hearted. In the end Good 
triumphs over Evil.  
 
Altogether a cracking read, although I will not be in a hurry to read the 
sequels. A little time and space is needed to digest the depravity, 
which although fictional, is clearly based on fact. For the same reason 
I would not be in a hurry to see the film as I think the visual  
representation of certain elements would leave me very  
uncomfortable. 
 
I am returning it to the bookshop… it can be yours for £1.  
 

Happy reading! 
       
     Diane Romano - Woodward 
 
 
 
If you would like to share a review of a book, film or play, please send 

it to Annie for inclusion in the next edition of the newsletter. 



 
       
 
 
 

 
 

   Great Meeting 
 Coffee Shop 

 

Every Saturday  
Morning  

 

10.30am-12.30pm 
 

Take respite from the hustle and 
bustle of the shops. Come and join 
us for a chat or a quiet read of the 

newspaper. 
 

Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Homemade preserves for sale 
and 

Second-hand book stall. 
 

Wi-Fi  Hotspot! 



G M on the Map…… 
 
Following a recent reorganisation of the road network in the vicinity of 
Chapel, the most direct route remains - from Vaughan Way, via 
Church Gate, St Peter’s Lane and East Bond Street. When leaving 
Chapel - via  St Peter’s Lane, Mansfield Street and Abbey Street onto  
Vaughan Way. See Map below. 
 
Leicester City Centre showing Great Meeting Chapel 

Great 
Meeting 
Chapel 
Chapel Great 

Meeting 
Chapel 

 



DIRECTORY: 
 
MINISTER: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart, 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile: 07803895828    
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
Tel: 0116 2710784    
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Sir Peter Soulsby MP, 
288 Evington Road, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2217419   Mobile: 0771 517 4820     
E-mail: SOULSBYP@parliament.uk 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
4 Quickthorns, Blackthorns, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4EE. 
Tel: 0116 2710784    
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820   Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart, 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile: 07803895828    
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
 



NEWSLETTER COMPILER: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile:07736772381     
Email: anniestew@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820    
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FLOWER SECRETARY: 
Ms Jacqueline Flanagan 
Mobile: 07786070091 
Email: jackyflan@hotmail.com 
 
ORGANISTS: 
Mr Qyan Arnachellum, 
Mobile: 07881953348 
 
Mr William Northmore, 
Mobile: 07841034225 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS: 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk. 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel,  
45 East Bond Street,  
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX. 
 



 

Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 

45 East Bond Street 

Leicester  

LE1 4SX 

www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 

The Old Schoolrooms (now Charles Berry House) 
built 1859 


