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SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER 
 

 Sunday        5th        11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       12th      11am        The Minister 
 
 Sunday       19th        3pm        The Minister 
          
 Sunday       26th       11am       The Minister 
            Harvest Festival 
 

  
SERVICES IN OCTOBER 
 

 Sunday        3rd        11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       10th       11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       17th        3pm        Hugh Beavin 
 
 Sunday       24th       11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       31st       11am       The Minister 
 
  
 
All contributions intended for inclusion in the November/December/
January edition of the Newsletter should be handed to the Minister by 
Sunday 17th October please. 
 

 

Great Meeting Chapel Newsletter for  
September and October 2010 



 
DIARY FOR SEPTEMBER 
 
Saturday   11th     11am - 5pm  Leicestershire Historic Churches   
          Bike Ride & Walk, and Heritage 
          Open Day. 
 
 
Friday        17th       8pm      ‘Friday Group’ meets in the Garden Room  
    - subject ‘Introducing World Religions 1’ 
 
Sunday      26th     12.30pm       Harvest Lunch following the morning 
          service. 
                                                       
    

DIARY FOR OCTOBER 
 
Saturday     9th       2pm            East Midlands District Quarterly & 
         AGM Meeting at Hinckley. 
         Guest Speaker, the Chief Officer of the 
         General Assembly, Derek McAuley 
  
Friday        15th       8pm      ‘Friday Group’ meets in the Garden Room  
    - subject Introducing World Religions 2’ 
 
Saturday   30th       7.30pm         ‘Cantores Martini’ Concert 
 
 
 

The Coffee Shop is open every  
 Saturday morning 10.30am-12.30pm.  

 
 
 
 
Further dates and times of the Vestry and Making Things Happen Group 
meetings will be announced from the pulpit. 
 
Our thanks to Tony Fletcher for many of the photographs included in 
this edition of the newsletter. 



From The Minister…... 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
You may remember an occasion when because of the failure of the 
chapel heating our Sunday service was held in the Garden Room, and 
I was preaching away on my sermon , only to become aware that all 
eyes were focussed intently through the window on the family of foxes 
which were playing in the Chapel Garden! 
 
A similar event took place while we were away on holiday. We  
attended a production of a play at the open-air Minack Theatre near 
Land’s End in Cornwall. The theatre is constructed on the cliff-face 
and the audience sits looking out over the sea. 
 
While the play was being performed below us, the eyes of a part of the 
audience became transfixed, not on the actors, but on a pair of large 
shark fins which were slowly cutting through the waters near the cliffs. 
They belonged to two enormous basking sharks. 
 
I can guarantee that some of us went home with that as the most 
memorable moment of the evening! 
 
Both of these incidents seem to me to be excellent illustrations of the 
way the deeper realities of our lives will always impinge upon our daily 
experiences. We make plans, we organise things, and we see them 
through to the best of our ability. But every now and then something 
spontaneous outside ourselves occurs. It captures all our attention, 
and present everyday concerns are for a few moments forgotten as 
we are absorbed by this different and compelling reality. It is always 
unexpected and memorable and (I would say) life enhancing. It may 
disconcert the preacher giving the sermon or the actor on the stage 
when they realise that something more significant is going on behind 
them, but that is where everyone’s attention is. 
 
And so it should be. The more profound realities will always upstage 
the poor efforts of humanity, and when they do, we really experience 
the sublime.  
 
With good wishes to all our members and friends, 
      
             Arthur 



Mike Drucquer writes…... 
 
“Here follows a poem by an American poet 
who goes by the splendid name of Wendell 
Berry.  I came across his work purely by 
chance and have discovered that he is much 
less well known here in the UK than in his 
native America where he has published  
prolifically and won many awards.  He is  
however a fellow of Temenos, a British  
organisation devoted to exploring the place of 
spirituality in the arts and philosophy.”  
      
  

The Wild Geese 
 

  Horseback on Sunday morning, 
  harvest over, we taste persimmon 
  and wild grape, sharp sweet 
  of summer's end.   In time's maze 
  over the fall fields, we name names 
  that went west from here, names  
  that rest on graves.  We open  
  a persimmon seed to find the tree 
  that stands in promise, 
  pale, in the seed's marrow. 
  Geese appear high over us, 
  pass, and the sky closes.  Abandon, 
  as in love or sleep, holds 
  them to their way, clear,    
  in the ancient faith: what we need 
  is here.  And we pray, not  
  for new earth or heaven, but to be  
  quiet in heart, and in eye. 
  clear.  What we need is here.  
 
 

From 'The Selected Poems of Wendell Berry.'   
Published by Counterpoint. 

 

Wendell Berry 



A Tribute to ‘Alec’…... 
 
We are very sorry indeed to record the 
death, on Saturday 12th June last, of 
our friend and member Alexander Betts, 
- known to us all as Alec. He was 94 
years of age. 
 
Alec first came to Chapel as a result of 
meeting Freda, who had attended here 
since childhood. Alec was a keen  
pianist, playing for the  St. Barnabas 
Operatic Society and at Red Cross  
concerts to support the war effort. And it 
was at this point that he met Freda  and 
her sister Margaret, sometimes accompanying them whilst singing 
duets or solos.  
 
Freda accordingly introduced Alec to Great Meeting, where he and his 
brother Ray joined the youth group, and later Alec joined in all the 
Chapel activities. 
 
After knowing each other for six years, Alec and Freda were married 
at GM in the February of 1949. They celebrated their Diamond  
Wedding Anniversary last year and altogether enjoyed a wonderful 61 
happy years together. 
 
A long-serving Vestry member and frequent musical contributor to ser-
vices and social events with his irrepressible humour and cheerful 
good spirits, coupled with an amazing gift for getting on with and com-
municating enthusiasm to the young, Alec was an essential part of our 
Chapel life. It goes without saying how profoundly we now miss him. 
 
Our deepest sympathies are extended to Freda and all the members 
of their family.    

 



 
From Freda….. 
 
On  behalf of myself and all my family I would like to sincerely thank 
everyone for their visits to Alec in hospital, for the very kind letters, 
cards and messages I received after Alec died, and also for the dona-
tions to the Red Cross which amounted to £344. Thank you. 
 
We especially appreciated the lovely service that Arthur conducted at 
Chapel and would also like to thank Annie for giving and arranging the 
beautiful flowers. 
 
    Freda and Family 

Freda and Alec at our Garden Event last year. 



A Musical Evening…... 
 
‘Concertante’, previously known as ‘The Blackett-Howe Singers’,  
entertained us with a glorious concert on 12th June in the Chapel.  It 
was helped by a sunny, Spring evening, lighting up the singers while 
we sat cheerfully in the gloom.   

 
The group is mainly amateur, but of high  
standard and includes our own Morag and  
Jennifer Jones.  The leader is Alj Van Den Elst,  
previously Aljich Blackett-Howe, who has a 
most commanding presence during her solos, 
and Rosalie Kovacs, plus six others.  Most of 
the pieces were solos, one a duet, but with an 
ensemble to finish.   
 
It was an interesting programme composed of 
light musical offerings, usually from the shows, 
interleaved with heavier stuff like Rubbra’s 
‘Hymn to the Virgin’ and piano pieces by Chopin 
performed by Caroline Hakkinen. 
 

 
 
 

 

‘Consertante’ 

Alj Van Den Elst 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was particularly taken by Rosalie 
Kovacs who obviously has acting  
abilities and proved to be a very able 
model for photography. 
 
A very gratifying evening then, well  
performed, interesting and often  
evocative songs, and our chapel’s 
acoustics coped superbly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosalie Kovacs  

Morag and Jennifer Jones 

Refreshments at half-time  
Tony Fletcher 



Picnic Lunch with Jane Mackay and George 
Eliot…... 
 
On Sunday 27th June last the morning service in Chapel was followed 
by a Picnic Lunch in the Chapel Garden (the weather being fine). For 
this the congregation was joined by our afternoon Speaker, Dr Jane 
Mackay, who had come to talk to us on the topic of the nineteenth 
century novelist, George Eliot. 
 
At two o’clock members of the congregation and visitors recon-
vened in the Chapel to listen to Jane. 

 
In a fascinating talk Dr Mackay ranged 
comprehensively across the life and  
writing career of Mary Ann Evans whose 
nom de plume was George Eliot and 
who lived from 1819 to 1880. 
 
From her initial rather narrow religious 
views Mary Ann was liberated by one 
Charles Bray, a Coventry manufacturer, 
and she went on to complete the  
massive task of translating Strauss’ Life 
of Jesus in 1846, also becoming a  
regular contributor to, and eventually  
assistant editor of, The Westminster  
Review. 
 
In 1851 she met Henry Lewes, also an 

influential author of his time, and in 1845 began a union with him that 
was to last until his death. 
 
Eliot’s many well-known works include Silas Marner and Mill on the 
Floss, but principally Middlemarch. Her profound understanding of 
human nature and sympathetic portrayal of character, her own rebel-
lious social and spiritual nature, coupled with an engaging personality 
which overcame the handicap of not being fair of face, fascinated her 
contemporaries and continues to compel our attention today. 
 
We were extremely grateful as always to Dr Mackay for a both  
interesting and entertaining afternoon. 

 

Dr Jane Mackay 



 



We Live in a Power Station!!!! 
 

We live in a power station. Not 
a massive nuclear or coal fired 
“factory” but a semi-detached 
house-sized building in a resi-
dential street in Glen Parva. 
 
In May we had six solar panels 
installed on the roof of our 
house. They are photo voltaic 
(pv); that is to say, they produce 
electricity. The panels and their 
‘electrics’ are “plugged in” to the 
National Grid and so our system had to be formally approved and then 
registered with Ofgem. Hence, in a manner of speaking, we are a 
power station supplying the National Grid. 
 
How does it all work? PV panels produce electricity from the sun’s 
rays; unlike water heating solar systems which produce hot water from 
the sun’s heat. Obviously, the system works most effectively when it is 
sunny; but since some sunlight reaches earth even when it is cloudy 
(otherwise it would be dark!) some electricity is produced even on 
cloudy days and also in winter. 
 
Any electricity we produce is used by us when we need it. When we 
are producing a surplus we export it to the grid and when we cannot 
produce enough electricity ourselves we automatically import electric-
ity from the National Grid, just like everyone else. 
Ours is a comparatively small system producing a maximum of 
1.29kWh of electricity. 
 
What are the financial benefits? 
 

Generation Feed-in Tariff. We are paid 41.3pence for every 
kWh that we produce, whether we use it ourselves or ex-
port it to the National Grid. There is an agreement that 
this tariff will be guaranteed for 25 years and will rise, an-
nually, with inflation. We will receive regular payments 
from our electricity supplier based on the readings from 
our generator meter. 
 

 
 
 



We will obviously need to buy far less electricity from the 
Grid; so our electricity bills are lower. 

Export Tariff. Our energy supplier calculates that we will be 
selling back to the National Grid approximately 50% of 
the electricity that we produce and so they have agreed 
to pay us 3 pence per kWh for 50% of the electricity that 
we produce. 

Back in April we were fortunate in that we managed to se-
cure a grant of £2500 from the Low Carbon Buildings 
Programme scheme. Our grant application was approved 
on the morning that the grant funding ran out in the after-
noon! 

 
Many people have asked us what the financial pay-back time is. 
That’s difficult to say owing to factors such as future rises in the cost 
of energy, and I’ve seen figures quoted from seven to fifteen years. 
But to us the most important aspect is the knowledge that we are off-
setting and reducing our carbon footprint. So the benefits are not just 
financial. It’s something that we have wanted to do; and when people 
want to buy a new kitchen or have a luxury holiday you don’t ask 
“what’s the pay-back time” do you! 
 
We have had just one full month (June) of producing electricity since 
the panels were installed in May. June is, of course, the month with 
the most daylight hours and therefore likely to be the most productive. 
Nevertheless I was very pleased that the overall output for June was 

164 kWh; an average of almost 
5.5 KWh per day. It will be inter-
esting to see how this com-
pares with the rest of the year. 
 
Well, I must finish now as I 
have to join Cathy in the garden 
to do our evening Sun Dance; 
essential for the efficient pro-
duction of electricity! 
 
    
  Alan Bailey 

 



This article follows on from previous issues of the Newsletter outlining 
the lives of past notable members and attenders at Great Meeting e.g 
Edith Gittins and John Flower. 
 
Joseph Dare of Great Meeting:  
Domestic Missioner and Social Conscience of  
Leicester, 1800-1883. 
 
Born in Titchfield, Hampshire, Dare was one of two pairs of twins his 
mother bore in 1800, and she had twelve other children besides. 
 
When Joseph was young the family moved to Hinckley and joined the 
Unitarians there. Despite what must have been a difficult start Joseph 
acquired a good education becoming an accountant and teacher, and 
he married a local girl.  He started a school attached to the Hinckley 
Chapel which offered night schooling for adults as well as  
conventional classes for children during the day. 
 
In the early 1840’s Dare’s services as an accountant were called upon 
to investigate the affairs of a failing local bank. To undertake this task 
he left the school in the hands of a friend who sadly proved to be  
incompetent and the school had to close. This disaster coincided with 
the decision by the Unitarians at Great Meeting Leicester to establish 
a Domestic Mission in the town. Dare was called upon and he  
accepted the challenge, moving to Leicester in 1845. 
 
The duties of a missioner were “to establish an intercourse with… 
families of the neglected poor, to put himself into close sympathy with 
their wants and feelings, to become to them a Christian adviser and 
friend,  to promote the order and comfort of their homes and the  
elevation of their social tastes, to bring them into a permanent  
connection with religious influences, and above all, to promote an  
effective education of their children, and to shelter them from  
corrupting agencies.” 
 
The first President of the Mission was Joseph Whetstone (Mayor 
1839-40), and the Committee included Rev Charles Berry, two of the 
Biggses, Samuel Stone (Town Clerk), and Dare’s friend Thomas  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Paget who followed Whetstone as President. These Leicester wor-
thies and their successors gave Dare the continuing support he 
needed for his task and evidently had complete confidence in him. 
Dare himself lived for many years near Great Meeting at 122 Church-
gate, a property owed by the Chapel. 
 
Dare established himself in the former Chartist Rooms in All Saints 
Open off Highcross Street, opposite All Saints Church. There he ran a 
library and reading room and held classes for boys and girls as well as 
an adult class for men, a sewing school and a Sunday School. In 1849 
the then Mayor, William Biggs, asked him to report on the educational 
provision in the town. Dare found that only a third of the children were 
attending school and that only about one in five adults could read and 
write.  
 
His descriptions of the conditions of the poor were graphic and exten-
sive and he continued to produce them until 1876 when a gradual im-
provement in the state of the town and living conditions was noted. He 
praised the excursion trains pioneered by Thomas Cook and said 
“Holidays in the country are no longer characterised by drunkenness 
and brutality.” He especially approved the work of the Board of Health 
for removing pigsties, cess pools and other similar nuisances, and 
noted “the good effects of the improved and cheapened baths in the 
clean hands and faces of many of the boys in our Ragged School.” 
 
During his time as a missioner Dare saw some real improvements in 
the treatment of disease. In 1868 he visited the Dispensary and paid 
tribute to it, while welcoming the start of regular nurse training, noting 
that the first five of these were now at work. These were what we now 
call District Nurses, visiting patients in their homes and rendering an 
incalculable service to the people. Again, their introduction into Leices-
ter was largely due to the efforts of a member of Great Meeting: Mrs 
WH Walker, whose husband had served as the first Secretary of the 
Domestic Mission. 
 
It has been estimated that Dare must have made in excess of 100,000 
housecalls in the course of his thirty years’ work. It is clear that in his 
diligence and friendliness he gained the respect and confidence of the 
people and he was long remembered by them. 



 
In the early part of 1877 a new Domestic Missionary succeeded Dare 
who by that time was 76 years old. He seems to have been able to 
enjoy his retirement. He read a great deal, wrote poetry, and became 
a member of the first Committee of the Leicester Charity Organisation 
Society. At his funeral in the autumn of 1883 (one assumes at Great 
Meeting) it was said of him, “He was an educational and sanitary re-
former before educational and sanitary reform became common prop-
erty and popular. He advocated more than a generation ago, a na-
tional and compulsory system of education… Working men and 
women trusted him and loved him. Many of whom he taught to think, 
to read with intelligence, or to take an interest in stirring questions… 
He lived, not for the honours or the rewards that have for the majority 
the greatest charm, but went about doing good… a teacher of the ig-
norant, a helper of the struggling, a guide to the doubtful, a consoler of 
the sorrowing.” 
 
With acknowledgements to Jack Simmons: A Victorian Social Worker: 
Joseph Dare and the Leicester Domestic Mission; Malcolm Elliott; 
Gwyn Jones. 
 
  
 
The Friday Group…... 
 

“Meeting to discuss matters of faith.” 
 

As previously, meetings will be at 8pm on the Friday before the third 
Sunday in the month. The date of the next discussion will therefore be 
September 17th, and the subject will be ’Introducing World Relig-
ions’ followed by a second meeting on October 15th. 

 
All welcome. 



 Harvest Festival and Lunch…… 
 
Harvest festival this year falls on Sunday 26th September at  
11 o’clock followed by the usual Sale of Produce and our Harvest 
Lunch.  
 
As in previous years all contributions of produce and donations  
towards our Harvest Charity will be warmly welcomed. This year we 
will be supporting the The Disasters Emergency Committee  
Pakistan Flood Appeal. (DEC is an umbrella organisation of 13 UK 
humanitarian aid agencies - ActionAid, Age UK, British Red Cross, 
Care International, Cafod, Christian Aid, Concern, Islamic Relief,  
Merlin, Oxfam, Save the Children, Tearfund and World Vision). 
 
The proposed lunch menu is - 
 

Cold Meats and Cheese with Jacket Potatoes, 
Salads, Pickles and Chutney. 

Homemade Fruit Crumble  
with Cream or Custard. 

 
- all at a cost of £5 per person, payable on 
the day. After deduction of basic costs any 
profit will be donated to our Harvest Charity. 
If you wish to make a contribution towards 
the lunch it will be much appreciated. 
 
The decoration of the chapel will take place 
on Friday 24th September at 2pm.  
     

Please come along and join us for what 
promises to be a heart warming and  

convivial occasion. 
 
     Arthur 

 



GM Visit to Belper…… 
 
We took our umbrellas on the GM outing to Belper on Saturday 7th  
August, but hardly needed them. Meeting at Belper Chapel at 12 
noon, members were given a fascinating candlelit tour of the unique 
crypt arrangements housing the remains of the Strutt family by Rev 
Derek Smith and his wife Pauline, and a talk by the chairman of the 
congregation, David Burton, introducing us to the history of the chapel 
and its foundation by Jedidiah Strutt in the mid-eighteenth century. 
 
A delicious prepared lunch followed for which we were most grateful to 
the Belper ladies. After these welcome refreshments Great Meeting 
members were led through the town by Mary (who is the retired  
curator of the Strutt Mill Museum) and shown local points of interest, 
the site of a nail-maker’s cottage (once a staple of Belper industry), 
and evidence of Strutt’s housing provision in the town created to  
attract families of workers for his huge cotton mill. 
 
And it was the mill itself which we found to be so impressive. Mary 
guided us round the floors showing us the processes of converting 
raw cotton into thread and the advances in machinery that were made. 
But for me the outstanding features involved the massive construction 
of the mill, part of it spanning the River Derwent from which it derived 
its power, and in particular the sheer size and propulsion of the cellar 
mechanism which drove the entire process. 
 
Strutt emerged as a philanthropic employer providing housing, schools 
and a place of worship for the hundreds of millworkers (pre-dating the 
efforts of similarly-minded families such as Cadbury who followed  
him), and an astonishing innovator, not least in building construction.  
His mill is the earliest example of a metal-framed structure predating 
every sky-scraper and factory erected since then. 
 
His cotton production techniques were likewise far in advance of any-
thing then in existence, and so ground-breaking were his ideas that 
one of his unscrupulous employees took his ideas and utilised them at 
a vast profit in America. 
 
An intensely interesting and fascinating day culminated in ice-creams 
for Annie and I in the Riverside Gardens, where once again that feel-
ing that with the Strutt family we were standing (as they say) on the 
shoulders of giants, not least in all the benefits we still enjoy in their 
establishment of the beautiful Unitarian Chapel in the town. 

Arthur 



Images of the day…. 

Morag Jones .The tiny organ  
console is an original Hammond  
electric organ built in 1937 and 
still in good working order. 

Belper Unitarian Chapel 

Part of the Chapel interior. 

Our host, Cllr. 
David Burton 

The Crypt 

Photographs by  
Tony Fletcher  



The Presence of an Open Heart   

Monthly Zen Meditation Practice for Anyone 
 

  
  
                                                                 

  
 
 
 
 
 

First Thursday of Every Month,  
7.30-9.30pm 

The Garden Room 
Great Meeting Chapel 

 
Zen is the art of entering fully into the present moment, able to  
appreciate whatever arises as the beauty of our own life.  The monthly 
session will teach simple Zen meditation based on the Chinese and 
Japanese tradition, together with an opportunity to speak about your 
experience and learn from each other.  No experience is necessary, and 
people of any faith (or none!) are welcome- the practice will be taught 
free from any particular religious angle.  The sessions are led by a 
member of the International Zen Peacemakers community, who apply 
the spirit of Zen to social service, peace work, and multi-faith  
cooperation.  

 Suggested donation £4/£5  
 

Email greatheartzendo@gmail.com for info, 
                  or call Chris Starbuck on 0116 2875220 
   



Continuing Support for Asylum Seekers in 
Leicester…... 
It will be of great benefit to genuine refugees if we at Great Meeting 
can continue to make contributions  to  provide some of  the basic  
necessities of life. A box is available at Chapel as a collection point for 
donated items.   

The British Red Cross (244 London Road) has an ongoing 
need for the following suggested items, plus anything else you 
would normally buy for yourself or your family: 
 
Tinned goods: tomatoes/ kidney beans/ chick peas/ tuna/ mackerel/ 
corned beef/ tinned fruit/ tinned vegetables/ baked beans/ soup 
Dried foods: rice/ maize meal/ lentils/ cous cous/ dried fruit/ noodles/ 
sugar/ porridge/ flour/ pasta 
Long life goods: cooking oil/ cereal bars/ nuts/ cereal/ crisps/ indian 
savoury mix/ chocolate/ biscuits 
Drinks: fruit juice/ tea/ coffee/ drinking chocolate/ dried milk/ long-life 
milk/ squash/ water 
Toiletries: toothpaste/ toothbrushes/ soap/ toilet paper/ shampoo/ 
sanitary towels/ face and body creams/ shaving equipment 
Baby items: nappies/ baby wipes/ oil/ baby milk/ baby food jars/ baby 
bath liquid 
Also: tin openers/ cutlery/ crockery/ pans/ towels/ sleeping bags/  
t-shirts/ supermarket and other shopping vouchers/ mobile telephone 
top-up vouchers/ writing paper/ envelopes/ stamps 
 
      Many thanks  
  
 
For more details contact Gill on: 07716 073403 or  

Leicester@cityofsanctuary.com 
     



G M NEWS …… 
 
Great Meeting Gates... 
 
In recent weeks you may 
have noticed the vast im-
provement to our main 
chapel gates. This is due to 
the excellent work of our 
Caretaker, Stephen Lynch, 
ably assisted by his brother 
Paul. 
 
The front gates have been stripped, renovated  re-hung and painted to 
present an extremely smart appearance to the chapel approach. 
(They are also very much easier to open!)  
 
Our grateful thanks to Steve and Paul for smartening up our  
appearance 

Congratulations…. 
 
Warmest congratulations to Paul Lynch on receiving his Post Gradu-
ate Diploma in Journalism. We wish him very well with his journalistic  
career. 
 

Paul pictured here on the 23rd July  at his Graduation 
Ceremony with his Grandma Freda  and Mum Julie. 



News…. 
 
Chapel Chairs: the Christiopher Wykes Room 
 
Seating in the Garden Room has long been supplied by our very com-
fortable blue chairs with the wooden arms. However, no appropriate 
seating had yet been bought for our downstairs Christopher Wykes 
Room and, with increasing use of the chapel rooms,this has now been 
supplied by the purchase of forty matching blue chairs which are light-
weight and conveniently stackable. 
 
The cost of these chairs was made possible by a grant, provided by a 
trust, for which we are very grateful. 

  
Forthcoming events for your diary…...  
 
 
Sunday 26th September 12.30pm - Harvest Festival and Lunch  
 
Saturday 30th October    7.30pm   - Cantores Martini Concert 
 
Sunday 19th December   3pm      - Carol Service and Christmas Tea 
 
        All Welcome 
Chapel Website 
 
Work continues on the Chapel website. A new page has been added 
specifically to advertise forthcoming events .  
 
If you have copies of photographs, particularly of past members 
and chapel events, or simply photographs of the buildings or 
grounds, Annie Stewart would be very pleased to scan them for inclu-
sion on the website. The intention is to use the photo album page as 
an archive of photographs both past and present relating to Great 
Meeting  
 
Please contact Annie Tel.01509 812236 or  
   Email: anniestew@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Visit the website: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 



News…. 
 
Great Meeting Cookbook…. 
 
If you have favourite dish you would like to see included in the new edi-
tion, please bring your recipes in to Chapel or email them to -
anniestew@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Chapel Flowers….. 
 
If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel, in memoriam, to 
mark a special anniversary, or to simply to take a turn, please  
contact our Flower Secretary, Morag Jones. 

 
 

 

‘Cantores Martini’ 
Male Voice Singers 

In Concert 

Saturday 30th October  

 7.30 pm 
Tickets at the door £ 5.00 

 (includes light refreshments) 
 

Great Meeting Chapel  
Leicester 



WEA at Great Meeting…… 
 
Autumn term classes starting week commencing 
20th September 2010. 
 
The Turnpike roads of Leicestershire  
 10 meetings Monday 10.30am-12pm 
 Tutor: Bob Payne 
 
Gilbert and Sullivan 
 6 meetings Monday 1.30-3.30pm 
 Tutor: John Florence 
 
The Human Journey 
 6 meetings  Wednesday 1.30-3.30pm 
 Tutor: Stephanie Vann 
 
Radical Leicester 
 10 meetings Thursday 10.30-12.30pm 
 Tutor: Cynthia Brown 
Classes starting week commencing 1st November 
2010. 
 
Living Through Literature  
 6 meetings Monday 1.30-3.30pm 
 Tutor: John Florence 
 

For information about these and other WEA courses, please contact 
WEA Office, Vaughan College, St Nicholas Circle, Leicester, LE1 4LB. 

 
Telephone  0116 2519740, email amiles@wea.org.uk 

 
Committed to Equality and Diversity 

Workers’ Educational association, registered charity number:1112775. 
Company limited by guarantee in England and Wales number:2806910 

Registered office:70 Clifton Street, London, EC2A 4HB. www.wea.org.uk 
 
 
 
 



 

And Finally ……… 
 

“Man’s search for  
Meaning” 

 

by  
 

Viktor Frankl 
 

 
Frankl’s book was first published in 
1946 and has since been reprinted 
many times, totalling sales over two 
million copies. 
 
It is an account of the author’s own experiences in Auschwitz written 
from the point of view of his profession as a psychiatrist. 
 
The account he presents is (as you would expect) harrowing, but full 
of insights into the human condition. 
 
Frankl, who died in 1997, both endured the sufferings of his counter-
parts and courageously tried to understand and document the experi-
ences of the camps. 
 
Part of his concern relates to the spiritual aspect: 
“ The religious interest of the prisoners… was the most sincere imag-
inable. The depth and vigour of the religious belief often surprised and 
moved a new arrival. Most impressive… were improvised prayers or 
services in the corner of a hut, or in the darkness of the locked cattle 
truck….” 
 
And Frankl was able to observe that: 
“Sensitive people who were used to a rich intellectual life may have 
suffered much pain (they were often of a delicate constitution), but the 
damage to their inner selves was less. They were able to retreat from 
their terrible surroundings to a life of inner riches and spiritual free-
dom. Only in this way can one explain the apparent paradox that 
some prisoners of a less hardy make-up often seemed to survive 
camp life better than did those of a robust nature.” 
 
 

 

 



To be able to dredge meaning out of the pit of concentration camp 
suffering, to be able to discern light in the abyss of the twentieth cen-
tury's darkest hour, is a triumph for humanity and Frankl himself. 

This is a sombre but inspiring and accessible little book (it is less than 
200 pages long), and it conveys a message of hope through under-
standing. 

     Arthur 

If you would like to share a review of a book, film or play, please send 
it to Annie for inclusion in the next edition of the newsletter. 
 
 
 

****** Stop Press ****** 
 

Outing to The White Swan, Sileby. 
 

Following the success of the Open Garden Event (full report in the 
winter issue of the newsletter), to acknowledge the great help, at short 
notice, of Theresa Miller who provided the Barbecue, a group outing  
is proposed to the  pub she runs, The White Swan, Sileby. 
 
The idea is to have a Sunday lunch there together - pooling lifts and 
heading off to the Swan following end of service coffee, one Sunday 
this autumn. 
 
If you are interested in coming along please sign-up on the sheet in 
the Garden Room - once the best date for all of us is identified a list of 
menu choices for pre-order will be circulated. 
 
     Nicki Drucquer 
 
Meanwhile visit Theresa’s website - www.whiteswansileby.co.uk 



   Great Meeting 
 Coffee Shop 

 
Every Saturday  

Morning  
 

10.30am-12.30pm 
 

Take respite from the hustle and 
bustle of the shops. Come and join 
us for a chat or a quiet read of the 

newspaper. 
 

Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Second-hand book stall. 



G M on the map………. 



DIRECTORY: 
 
MINISTER: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart, 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile: 07803895828    
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
4 Quickthorns, Blackthorns, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4EE. 
Tel: 0116 2710784    
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Sir Peter Soulsby MP, 
288 Evington Road, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2217419   Mobile: 0771 517 4820     
E-mail: SOULSBYP@parliament.uk 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
4 Quickthorns, Blackthorns, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 4EE. 
Tel: 0116 2710784    
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Lady Alison Soulsby  
288 Evington Road, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Email: soulsbya@parliament.uk 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
 Rev Dr Arthur Stewart, 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile: 07803895828    
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
 



 
 
NEWSLETTER COMPILER: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236    Mobile:07736772381     
Email: anniestew@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FLOWER SECRETARY: 
Mrs Morag Jones 
10 Scraptoft Lane, Leicester LE5 1HU 
Tel:  0116 2760400 
Email: moragjones10@btinternet.com 
 
ORGANISTS: 
Mr Qyan Arnachellum, 
Mobile: 07881953348 
 
Mr William Northmore, 
Mobile: 07841034225 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS: 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk. 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel,  
45 East Bond Street,  
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX. 
 



 

Great Meeting 

Unitarian Chapel 

45 East Bond Street 

Leicester LE1 4SX 

www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 

Chapel built in 1708 


