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SERVICES IN JUNE 
 

     Sunday      5th      11.00       The Minister 
 

 Sunday  12th      11.00      Whit Sunday 
           The Minister 

 
Sunday      19th      3.00       Fathers’ Day 
            The Minister 

 

 Sunday  26th     11.00       The Minister 
 

 SERVICES IN JULY 
 

Sunday   3rd      11.00      The Minister 
 

Sunday     10th       11.00      Gavin Lloyd 
 

         Sunday     17th        3.00       Jacqui Woodman 
 

Sunday     24th      11.00      The Minister 
 

Sunday     31st      11.00      The Minister 
 

SERVICES IN AUGUST 
 

Sunday      7th      11.00      The Minister 
 

Sunday    14th     11.00      The Minister 
 

Sunday     21st      3.00       The Minister 
 

Sunday     28th    11.00      Hugh Beavin 

 

 
Great Meeting Chapel Newsletter for  

June, July and August 2011 



DIARY FOR JUNE 
 
Saturday    4th    2.30pm. East Midland District Quarterly  
     Meeting at Belper. 
 
Saturday   11th         Minister attends Inquiry Day at Kensington Church
            providing  information to prospective students for                   
            the ministry. 
 
Sunday     12th        1pm      Summer Picnic after the morning service in 
              the garden of Diane and John Woodward’s 
              home.  All welcome. 
 
Friday        24th   7.30pm      David Kent Cabaret “One Enchanted 
    Evening”  (see full page advertisement)… 

 
JULY IS A HOLIDAY MONTH 

 
DIARY FOR AUGUST 

 
Saturday 6th            3pm      Wedding of Samantha Parker and Lee Bird 
  
Saturday 20th   12 .30pm    GM Summer Fete to be opened by the 
             Elected Mayor of Leicester (see full page 
             advertisement)… 

 

 
Further dates and times of the Vestry and Making Things Happen Group 

meetings will be announced from the pulpit. 
 

Items for inclusion in the autumn newsletter should be in the minister’s 
hands by 14th August if possible, please. 

 
The Coffee Shop is open every  

 Saturday morning 10.30am-12.30pm.  



From the Minister…... 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
If there is a common theme to this summer newsletter, it is that of  
giving, as the contributions by George, Sue and Gabi specially show, 
and in the following story of great care and love for some unlikely wild-
life….. 
 
At a recent meeting at Harris Manchester College, Oxford, I heard the 
following tale involving a brood of ducklings. 
 
For some time it had been obvious that a duck and her drake had  
taken to living in the college grounds, sleeping on the lawn in the 
quad, swimming in the fountain, and nesting nearby. 
 
Then one day the college principal noticed that the baby ducklings had 
arrived, and the mother duck was busy trying to shepherd them all out 
of college and off in the direction of the river. But the college’s electric 
gates presented an initial barrier. 
 
Quickly enlisting the help of some students at breakfast, and equipped 
with tennis racquets, the principal opened the gates and began to 
oversee the procession towards the road. 
 
It was quickly discovered that the tiny brood was unable to jump up on 
to the kerb, so mother duck began parading them along in the gutter.   
 
All was going reasonably well until one duckling fell through the  
grating of a drain. A couple of burley students lifted the grating and 
amazingly the principal managed to fish the duckling out on the end of 
his tennis racquet. 
 
When the students stopped the traffic on the road the drivers were 
initially indignant, but when they saw the small line crossing, no one 
really seemed to mind, and so the playing fields were eventually 
gained and the river was in sight. 
 
It all seemed to be plain sailing over to the water, but from a  
distance a dog walker appeared with what turned out to be a bull  



terrier off the lead approaching at a run. At that moment the principal 
said he thought all was lost. But a courageous student  
managed to intercept the pounding beast and hold it by the collar until 
the owner could put it back on its lead. 
 
Peaceful progress was restored, and finally they reached the  
comparative safety of the waterside. 
 
Returning to college one of the students was heard to say that this 
adventure and its happy outcome was the best thing that had ever 
happened to her. This left those of us who had listened to the tale 
thinking that she must have led a quiet existence up to this point, and 
also hoping that her time in Oxford would present her with more  
numerous and even more fulfilling experiences. 
 
However, there is no denying the particular charm of this episode and 
how no doubt it would always be a happy part of her college  
memories. 
 
 
With best wishes to all members and friends, 

 
          Arthur. 



On Giving…… 
 
I was inspired to write on the subject of 
giving after last Sunday’s service, when 
our minister spoke so eloquently on the 
topic.  
 
I considered what giving meant to me and 
in so doing I thought about the one person 
who selflessly gave of his best to me and 
helped to shape my character and  
approach to life. 
 
There are many times when I really miss 
my father.  We lost him to cancer when I 
was only 19. It was a tough time and it 
greatly affected me and the rest of the family.  When I think back to 
the days when my mother and I looked after my father at home, I do 
not  only recall the sadness that prevailed, nor the devastation we felt 
when we knew that time was short and  that soon we would part  
company for ever. I also remember the times of quiet companionship, 
when my father’s eyes would light up as I read him something from 
the newspaper, or mum would cook something he loved.  
 
I learned many things during the short time when I was lucky to be 
able to be there and be useful.  However, the little that I was able to 
give was eclipsed by his generosity and spirit of forgiveness. Whilst 
my father was ill, he made massive efforts not to upset us.  I do not 
know how he managed to smile and remain so calm during his illness 
despite his inability to speak and his restricted movement.  I would 
have thought that being so ill would understandably make someone 
quite distressed and self-absorbed, yet somehow my father managed 
to be quite the opposite.  He continued to express his love and  
gratitude through a touch of the hand, through a generous laugh at 
some silly joke, through the warmth in his eyes. 
 
One of the things I recall about my father was the way he would often 
hide a bit of cash in my jacket just before I was to go to college. At 
break time I would reach into my pocket and there I would find a fiver 
(real money in 1980). As a child  and later even as a young adult still  
 
 
 
 

Christos Sfougaras 
George’s Dad 



living at home, I would hear him getting up early and quietly pull my 
door, closing it silently with a tissue between the door and the frame 
so the sound would not waken us. He sang to us, beautiful songs of 
an era long gone, ballads of innocent love and romance, songs about 
the beauty of life, about the sea and about his home town.  The words 
of his songs are etched in my memory; I sang them to my children as 
they were growing up and I sometimes still find myself singing them, 
more than thirty years after my father sang them to me for the last 
time. 
 
I started to write about generosity.  My father of course gave us a 
great many things, material things that sustained the family and  
enabled us to have a wonderful life.  He worked hard to provide and 
his efforts in the work place were also characterised by his generous 
spirit.  I recall how he took my uncle under his wing when his father 
passed away, supported his mother and financed his training so that 
one day he would have a thriving business of his own.  Yet, in keeping 
with his modest approach to all he did, he never discussed the matter.  
I recall his frequent charitable acts which my mother, being more  
pragmatic, would sometimes question.  But it was his myriad quiet 
acts of support, his generous forgiveness of mine and my brother’s 
awkward adolescent rebelliousness and his wish to give us the things 
that he felt would most enrich our lives that I hold in my heart.  He 
wanted to give us things he did not have. Things which in his child-
hood and in his particular circumstances were out of reach:  Security, 
books and an education.  He filled the house with books that in turn 
filled our lives with dreams of travel and discovery.  He made sure we 
felt loved and accepted. 
 
I was of course very fortunate despite losing him at such a young age, 
to have been given so much by him. I often think that I learned the 
true meaning of giving from my father and much of what I learned from 
him I did by reflecting on his actions, long after he had passed away.  
    

     George Sfougaras 



Remembering loving parents Frank and  
Elizabeth Beever…….  
 
 “Now And Then” was written for a charity book by my father.  
 
The quotation “Spread love…” is by Mother Theresa, and was found 
handwritten in my mother’s notebook. I feel that she subconsciously 
fulfilled much of the sentiments, and along with many “non-working” 
women contributed to the peace of the world. 
 

                             “Spread love everywhere you go. 
First of all in your own house, 

Give love to your children, 
your wife or husband, 

to a next-door neighbour. 
Let no one ever come to you 

without leaving better and happier. 
Be the living expression of God’s kindness, 

Kindness in your face, 
kindness in your eyes, 
kindness in your smile, 

and in your warm greeting.” 

 

 

Frank and Elizabeth Beever at their Golden 
Wedding celebration in 2003. 



 
Now And Then 

 
Now and then I’ll have you know, 
I’ve had the urge to have a go, 

At something that I’ve had in mind, 
For some time past, and then I find, 

I’m thinking that I’ll do it later 
Because just now I cannot cater. 

 

For all the things it will involve, 
The problems I will have to solve. 
Most of all, though it’s not funny, 
I fear I do not have the money 
I know I can’t indulge myself, 

So the idea goes upon the shelf. 
 

But that was then and this is now, 
You’ve managed very well somehow. 

With a good wife and children,  
You have been blessed, 

Of happiness you’ve had the best. 
Grandchildren too have come along, 
To add to your life’s sweetest song. 

 

You’ve had your ups and downs, it’s true, 
But if you take the long term view, 

There’s nothing much that you would change,  
Be assured that is not strange. 
For some there is that silly vow, 

“If I’d known then what I know now”. 
Don’t think that way, just understand, 

For each of us our life is planned. 
+++ 

 
                                                                   Sue Harper 



U.S. Visitor…… 
 
Back in April I received a call from the UK family of an American  
Unitarian visiting this country, asking whether he might arrange to 
meet me and have a look around our Chapel. 
 
His name is Paul Brailsford and he is a member of the North Shore 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Danvers. Paul is in his 90’s and it was 
a great pleasure to show him around. 
 
An upright and very positive man of great character, Paul shared 
many wise observations during our conversation, including one of his 
poems (which he recited from memory) entitled “A Unitarian Christmas 
Card”. 
 
Although not seasonal at this time of the year, I quote it here to record 
his visit and the pleasure it was to meet him. 
 

 
A Unitarian Christmas Card 

 
This is a celebration of the birth of Jesus. 

A Hebrew activist with a very revolutionary message 
That St Paul captured, deified and confined in a mustard seed 

Known as the Holy Trinity. 
 

Let’s bury this seed once again 
In the soil of the planet earth  

So it may germinate and release 
Jesus from its religious husk, 

So he can reach his arms up to the sky  
To spread his universal message: 
Love Thy Neighbour as Thyself. 

 



 
Giving…. A two-way street…... 
 
The following story was told by a member of the Zen Peacemaker's 
Meditation group that has its meetings in the Great Meeting rooms.  
 
When she was younger, after a late night at a club and walking back 
through the city streets alone, a homeless beggar asked her for a  
cigarette. This was a man often seen begging in an intimidating  
fashion in the city centre during the day. The young woman told the 
beggar she didn't have any left, except the one she was smoking at 
that moment. She was inspired to offer him half of that one... 
 
... The homeless man, touched by this, asked her how she was getting 
home. She said she was walking. 'It's not safe for you', he said, and 
then produced a little money from his pocket, which he'd got by  
begging earlier. 'I'd just spend this on booze or something.' he said 
'You have it.' And he walked with her to a taxi rank, waited with her  
(in a big curious queue!) for the taxi, and gave the driver his money to 
take her as far as it would get her home. 
 
She saw him again a few weeks later, and thanked him, although she 
doesn't think he recognised her. 
 
Thanks to Chris Starbuck for telling the story. 
 
    Gabi Witthaus 

Annie found this recent picture of Paul  
having ‘Googled’ his name on the off chance! 
 

He is pictured here in March of this year at a 
WWII Veterans peace rally in Boston ,Mass. 
Where he was later  hand-cuffed and arrested 
as he protested against the War in Iraq and 
Iran. 
 

Still giving of himself to help others at  92 
years of age! 
                           Arthur Paul Brailsford 



A Musical  Evening with Concertante…... 
 

On Saturday 9th April last members and friends attended a musical 
evening at Chapel presented by the Concertante singers and  
performers.  
 
A very appreciative audience was treated to a variety of classical and 
popular music ranging from the operatic to a colourful version of “Ten 
Cents a Dance”, splendidly preformed (with a crimson feather boa) by 
Morag Jones. 
 
It was good to see the members of Concertante at GM again, led by 
Aljich Van Den Elst, and maintaining part of the Chapel’s long tradition 
of musical events.  

 
 

A Riddle – Who am I? 
 

My first is in “easy” 
although I am not; 

My second and third are the same; 
My fourth and my fifth 

are alternatives;  
While my last  

you may need to strain ! 
Indispensible tool 

for any task, 
If you use me I’ll try 
whatever you ask. 

 



Summer Picnic…… 
 
Our Summer Picnic this year will be held on Sunday 12th June  
following the morning service in Diane and John Woodward's lovely 
garden in Glen Parva (alternatively in the Garden Room if it’s a rainy 
day). 
 
All members, family and friends are warmly invited to come along for 
this shared lunch.  
 
Please bring a contribution of a sweet or savoury item  if possible. 
and add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Garden Room to give 
Diane and John an idea of how many people are attending.  
 
If you require a lift please let Arthur know and arrangements can be 
made. 
 
The address is -  9 Glen Rise.    Tel. No. 0116 2785820 
      Glen Parva, 
      Leicester. 
      LE2 9HA 
 
Please come and join us for what promises to be a jolly occasion in 
lovely surroundings. 
 
 
 

Diane and john pictured here at last year’s 
picnic in the chapel garden. 



 
 



The Grand Piano Appeal…… 
 

One Enchanted Evening 
 
Tickets are still available for a special musical event, organised in  
order to raise funds for our grand piano . We hope this will be one of 
many such gatherings. We are proud and excited about our  
collaboration with  David Kent, a member of our congregation and a 
talented singer and actor.  
 
In an all-new show David will perform songs from musicals such as 
My Fair Lady, Les Miserables, Joseph, and Mamma Mia! And there’s 
comedy - with songs from Tom Lehrer (composer of the classic  
Masochism Tango), Bette Midler and others.  
 
Completing this elegant soiree there will be wine and nibbles in the 
Garden Room; and all proceeds will go towards the Piano Appeal. 
 

  Buy tickets online at: 
 http://www.davidkent.ticket.ticketsource.co.uk 
 
The Chapel Vestry launched its appeal at the end of January to raise 
approximately £900  to purchase a metal floor frame on wheels to 
strengthen our grand piano and enable it to be moved more easily 
and safely.  
 
Our thanks to those who have already promised donations and to  
David Kent who has so generously offered to organise and perform 
for us on Friday 24th June. 
 
If you would like to contribute towards the Grand Piano Appeal 
please sign-up on the sheet in the Garden Room or alternatively  
contact the minister. Every amount raised will be very gratefully  
received. 



Great Meeting ‘Summer Fete’…… 
 
Our Annual ‘Summer Fete’ will take place this year on Saturday 
20th August from 12.30 - 4 pm. 
 
A usual array of stalls to enjoy, BBQ, Bouncy Castle and Afternoon 
Tea will be accompanied by Enderby Youth Brass Band. 
 
Stalls will include - Tombola 
         Bric a Brac 
         Books 
         Produce and Preserves 
         Bark Foundation Jewellery 
         R.S.P.B. 
         Children's Activities etc. 
 
Please bring your family and friends along to support this jolly  
fund raising event. 
 
All contributions for sale on the stalls and offers of help will be 
greatly appreciated.  

 

Images from 2010  



G M NEWS …… 
 

Election of Leicester’s Mayor 
 
Warmest congratulations to Sir Peter 
Soulsby, Chair of our congregation, 
on becoming the first elected Mayor of 
the City of Leicester. 
 
As we all remember, Great Meeting 
has long been affectionately known as 
the “Mayors’ Nest”, having historically 
spawned many of the city’s previous 
mayors. We are immensely proud that 
Sir Peter now fills that role, and we 
wish him a most happy and             
successful tenure. 

Peter is pictured here, during Great 
Meeting’s tercentenary celebration in 
2008, with our member Cllr. Manjula 
Sood, the then Mayor of Leicester 
and the first Asian lady Mayor in the 
UK. Manju will continue to support  
Peter as one of his Assistant Mayors. 
 

 
Race for Life -  26th June 2011  
 
Jenny Stewart would like to thank all 
those who have generously sponsored her for the above event. 
 
If you would still like to sponsor Jenny please visit - 
http://www.raceforlifesponsorme.org/jenniferstewart2009/ 

to donate online or contact Jenny - Tel. 01509 812236   

            -  Mob. 07542016148 

Raising money for   

 
 
 

 

 

 



News….. 
 
Chapel Flowers….. 
 
After many years of loyal devotion to providing and arranging the 
chapel flowers, our Flower Secretary, Morag Jones retires from the 
role in July. 
 
Our heartfelt thanks go to Morag for all those lovely flower arrange-
ments which have so complimented our time in Sunday services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is now a vacancy for Flower secretary! If you would like to  
volunteer for the role to co-ordinate with and to arrange flowers for 
other members please see the minister. 
 
Meanwhile, If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel, in 
memoriam, to mark a special anniversary, or to simply to take a turn, 
please sign-up on the Flower Rota sheet in the Garden Room. 
 
                                                                        Many thanks 
 

Morag in action! 



News….. 
 
Kevin Jose-Tomola Orrala… 
 
Some years ago Great Meeting  
Congregation joined with Alan and 
Cathy Bailey to help sponsor a child 
through the organisation ‘Plan’. 
 
The sponsored child’s name is  
Kevin Jose-Tomala Orrala. He lives 
in Engabao, Equador with his  
parents Carlos and Dora and elder 
brother Carlos. Kevin is now 13 
years old.  
 
Plan Equador works with Kevin Jose 
family and others like them to identify 
their most basic needs in health,  
education, housing and income. 
Through contributions of manual  
labour, local materials, technical  
expertise or financial contributions Plan helps to ensure a brighter 
future for Kevin Jose and other children like him. 
 
A recent update on Kevin and his family suggests that all is well with 
him and his family. Kevin sadly no longer attends school having 
completed his primary education. He is in good health. 
 
If you would like to contribute towards Kevin Jose continued support 
there is a collection box in the Garden Room. Just a small donation 
each week will make a difference to Kevin Jose, his family and  
community. 
 
Our thanks to Alan Bailey for passing on the latest update on Kevin 
Jose.  

 

Kevin Jose  
Aged 13 



News….. 
 
An updated list of proposed activities for your diary….. 
 
 
 
Sunday 12th June        - Summer picnic Hosted by Diane and John  
                                         Woodward  in their garden at Glen Parva  
                                         following morning service. 
 
Friday 24th June          - ‘One Enhcanted Evening’ Concert   
                                         7.30pm in Chapel with professional Actor     
                                         and Singer David Kent. 
 
Saturday 20th August - Summer Fete in the Chapel Garden with 
        Enderby Youth Band. 
 
Saturday 10th September - Heritage Open Day and Leicester  
              Historic Churches Open Bike Ride 
    Chapel open from 10am to 5pm 
 
Sunday 25th September   - Harvest Festival, Lunch and Sale of 
              Produce following the morning service. 
 
Autumn (date to be announced)     - Visit to Dr Williams Library,  
                                                           London. Hosted by Dr David 
     Wykes. 
      
October (date to be announced)     - Leicester Rainbow Voices  
                Concert in Chapel. 
 
November (date to be announced) - Congregational Lunch at 
     the White Swan, Sileby. 
 
Sunday 18th December     - Carol Service and Christmas Tea 
 

 
All members, family, visitors and friends welcome 

 



News….. 
 
 

Chapel Website….. 
 
Work continues on the Chapel website. A new page has been added 
specifically to advertise activities, clubs and societies currently using 
our rooms at Great Meeting .  
 
If you have copies of photographs, particularly of past members 
and chapel events, or simply photographs of the buildings or 
grounds, Annie Stewart would be very pleased to scan them for  
inclusion on the website. The intention is to use the photo album page 
as an archive of photographs both past and present relating to Great 
Meeting  
 
Please contact Annie Tel.01509 812236 or  
   Email: anniestew@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Visit the website: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
 
Coffee Shop Rota….. 
 
If you are free one Saturday to help with the Saturday Coffee Shop, 
please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Garden Room or 
email Diane fossilmatron@msn.com with your chosen date. 
 
 
Great Meeting is a ‘hotspot’….. 
 
For a modest outlay from coffee shop funds Great Meeting now has 
Wi-Fi access to the internet. Connection is free to all chapel members 
and coffee shop customers alike, a current password is available for 
users in the Garden Room. 
 
 



AND FINALLY……. 
 
The Religious Life of Samuel 

Johnson  
by  

Charles Pierce. 
 

Dr Johnson’s life of faith was built to 
a very large extent upon his own  
experience of suffering, physical 
weakness, illness and depression. 
 
He was born half-dead, and as an 
infant he suffered scrofula which left 
him partially deaf and blind in one 
eye. 
 
His deepest fear about existence was that it had no meaning, and into 
this yawning abyss his genius struggled all his life to fit a Christian  
belief that was logical, consistent and consoling. 
 
As an infant of three years old Johnson was told by his uneducated 
Christian mother that there was a future state: either one place filled 
with happiness, called heaven, or the other, “a sad place”, called hell. 
  
As he recalled, “this account much affected my imagination…”  
It continued to do so for the rest of his life, as he always felt the depth 
of his own unworthiness and the likelihood that he would (in his own  
estimation) be damned. 
 
As a young man, although brilliant, his family could not afford to keep 
him at university and he left Oxford after just over a year. He went on 
to experience acute depression, what Boswell later described as 
“dejection, gloom and despair, which made existence a misery…  
extraordinary lassitude… and feared for the first time the onset of  
insanity.” 
 
His extreme short-sightedness and deafness made regular attendance  

 

Samuel Johnson 1709 –1784 



at church something he could not benefit from, and he turned instead 
to reading in order to discover awareness of salvation. Unfortunately 
this possibly led to more unanswerable questions. For example,  
Johnson realised that a person cannot believe in God and not have 
faith in an afterlife. Annihilation is not an option, because to believe 
that God is indifferent to the fate of his creatures is inconsistent with a 
belief in his goodness. 
 
Johnson’s orthodox Anglican Christian faith was something he  
embraced entirely, and yet within it his massive intellect kept  
discovering alarming holes. For example, if God is omniscient he must 
foresee everything, and if he foresees everything and is good, why 
does he not prevent evil? So Johnson went so far as to ask himself 
whether God is indeed good: another enormous imponderable. 
Johnson’s life-long journey towards faith was a titanic struggle:  
(as one philosopher has put it) “that despite one’s true insignificance, 
weakness, death, one’s existence has meaning in some ultimate 
sense…” 
 
It was this that Samuel Johnson spent his life and thought to acquire, 
and is revealed most affectingly in his private prayers and meditations. 
What comes through most strongly in this essay on the religious life of 
the greatest mind of his time is the honesty of Johnson’s thinking. He 
would not permit himself to evade the questions which caused him so 
much anguish. And it is this integrity which makes his story so  
compelling.    
                                                                                                             

      Arthur 
 
 
 
If you would like to share a review of a book, film or play, please send 
it to Annie for inclusion in the next edition of the newsletter. 



 
       
 
 
 

 
 

   Great Meeting 
 Coffee Shop 

 

Every Saturday  
Morning  

 

10.30am-12.30pm 
 

Take respite from the hustle and 
bustle of the shops. Come and join 
us for a chat or a quiet read of the 

newspaper. 
 

Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Homemade preserves for sale 
and 

Second-hand book stall. 
 

Wi-Fi  Hotspot! 



G M on the Map…… 
 
Following a recent reorganisation of the road network in the vicinity of 
Chapel, the most direct route remains - from Vaughan Way, via 
Church Gate, St Peter’s Lane and East Bond Street. When leaving 
Chapel - via  St Peter’s Lane, Mansfield Street and Abbey Street onto  
Vaughan Way. See Map below. 
 
Leicester City Centre showing Great Meeting Chapel 

Great 
Meeting 
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Chapel Great 

Meeting 
Chapel 
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