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SERVICES IN JUNE 
 
 Sunday        6th        11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       13th      11am        The Minister 
 
 Sunday       20th        3pm        Fathers Day 
         The Minister 
 
 Sunday       27th       11am       The Minister 
        

SERVICES IN JULY 
      
 Sunday        4th        11am       The Minister 
   Followed by the Chapel AGM 
 
 Sunday       11th       11am       Hugh Beavin 
 
 Sunday       18th        3pm        Kevin Stone 
         
 Sunday       25th       11am       Gavin Lloyd 
 

 SERVICES IN AUGUST 
 
 Sunday        1st        11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday         8th       11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       15th        3pm        The Minister 
 
 Sunday       22nd      11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       29th       11am       The Minister 
 
  
 
All contributions intended for inclusion in the September/October  
edition of the Newsletter should be handed to the Minister by Sunday 
15th August please. 
 

 

Great Meeting Chapel Newsletter for  
June, July and August 2010 



DIARY FOR JUNE 
 
Saturday         5th       2.30pm     East Midalands District Quarterley  
           meeting at Nottingham  
 
Saturday        12th      7.30pm       Blackett-Howe Singers in Concert 
 
Friday            18th       8pm  ‘Friday Group’ meets in the Garden Room  
     - subject ‘Humanism’ 
 
Sunday          27th      12.30pm - 1.30pm     Summer Picnic 
                                      2pm                 Speaker Dr Jane Mackay 
                                                         George Eliot -’Fighting for Faith’.  
    

DIARY FOR JULY      
 
Sunday            4th      11am               Annual General Meeting 

                    of the congregation, to be held 
                     after a shortened morning service 

 
 The coffee shop will be closed during July 
 
 

DIARY FOR AUGUST 
          
Saturday          7th                         Visit to Belper Chapel and Strutt Mill 
 
Saturday        28th      12.30pm - 4.30pm      Open Garden Event with 
           Enderby Youth Band 

. 
 
 

The Coffee Shop is open every  
 Saturday morning 10.30am-12.30pm  

during June and August 
 
 
 
Further dates and times of the Vestry and Making Things Happen Group 
meetings will be announced from the pulpit. 
 
Our thanks to Tony Fletcher for many of the photographs included in 
this edition of the newsletter. 



From The Minister…... 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Where did I read just a short while ago an inspiring piece on the  
nature of the human spirit? How frequently memory lets us down!  
One sentence from the article, however, remains firmly in my mind.  
It was simply this, “everyone deserves a medal”. 
 
The article had concerned itself with the struggles and difficulties   
certain individuals had had to face in the course of their lifetimes, and 
had gone on to state that everyone (even though they are not well 
known or involved with a great cause), has often great tribulations to 
bear. 
 
“Everyone deserves a medal.” 
 
It is a thought which has been uppermost in my mind as I have  
recently visited members of the congregation in hospital, or infirm at 
home. I have been especially aware of it as I have spoken with the 
spouses and carers who do the looking after and the worrying. 
 
Sometimes it can be edifying to learn about great people, and see 
how they have coped with the difficulties life has thrown at them. A 
recent programme on Matisse for example showed the presenter (an 
art critic) in tears before a stained-glass window Matisse had created 
for a chapel, work he had undertaken as an elderly and infirm man. 
 
More often the heroism and love we display goes unregarded and un-
known by the world at large. But it is no less moving because of that. 
 
“We are all in the same boat in a stormy sea” as G.K. Chesterton put 
it, "and we owe each other a terrible loyalty.” 
 
Our members in hospital or those not well enough to be able to come 
to chapel are constantly in our thoughts, as are their loved ones and 
carers. 
 
As Charles Stephen Jr., noted: “Be kind, as someone has written, 
nearly everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle.” 



“Everyone deserves a medal.” And everyone deserves our care and 
concern. 
 
With best wishes to all our Chapel members and friends, 
      
      Arthur 
       
 
 
 

 
Amen 

 
   You asked for a prayer 
   I gave you a poem instead 
   Not to detract from the 
   Seriousness of your request 
   But to honour it in the only 
   Honest way that I know. 
 
   My poems are an affair 
   Of the heart, the lifeblood 
   Of the soul, the words are 
   Addressed to whosoever 
   Will hear them and to which 
   There is only one response: 
 
   Amen      Amen      Amen 
     
     Jim Findlay 



“SHELTER” Talk……  
  
On Saturday15th May a talk by the organisation Shelter had been 
scheduled, but because of the last minute illness of the speaker, the 
audience was left high and dry in the Garden Room.  
 
Most fortunately John Coster, Editor of Citizen's Eye and Soar maga-
zine, was present to cover the occasion and he literally stepped into 
the breach. 
 
In the event John gave us an excellent and thoughtful talk related in 
many respects to the theme of homelessness we had been expecting 
to hear about, but also ranging broadly across the fields of local  
journalism, exposure on the internet, his establishment of ‘Citizen’s 
Eye’ two and a half years ago, ‘Wave’ - the world’s only young  
peoples’ sourced and produced newspaper-, plus many other  
projects. 
 
John’s own experience of prison, and particularly his sense of being 
deprived of contact and information, had been a great spur to his  

enthusiasm for setting up 
groups, websites and publica-
tions such as ‘Soar News’, to 
disseminate information and 
enable members of the com-
munity to relate to each other, 
to find support and to under-
take activities together. 
 
John was warmly thanked by 
our very appreciative  
audience for his fascinating 
and in many respects eye-
opening address. The fee he  
requested for the occasion 
was a piece of cake and a cup 
of tea which we were more 
than happy to provide! 
     

 

John Coster at Great Meeting 



Open Garden Event and EMU Family Day….. 
 
This year’s annual ‘Open Garden Event’ will be held on Saturday 
28th August, beginning at 12.30pm and closing at approximately 
4.30pm.And this year members from all the congregations in the East 
Midlands will be making Leicester their ‘Family and Friends Day’ 
venue. 
 
Visitors will be invited to purchase lunch at the excellent ‘Entropy’  
Barbecue, before being entertained by the  Enderby Youth Band.   
 
Admission will be free! Our cakes, tea and coffee stall will be open 
all afternoon and there will be plenty to keep everyone involved:  
a variety of Stalls, Quiz, Bouncy Castle etc. 
 
Come along with family and friends and make our Open Garden 
Event  a day to remember. 
 
If you have any unwanted gifts, knick-knacks or bottles suitable 
for Tombola prizes, it would be very much appreciated. 

Some images of the day 2009 



GM Fellowship Visit to 
Belper Chapel…... 
 
The Making Things Happen Group has  
organised a day visit to Belper  and its  
Unitarian Chapel on 7th August. A town 
guide will be on hand to direct us, and a 
visit to the Strutt Mill Museum is also 
planned 
 
A sign-up sheet and details will be available in the Garden Room for 
those interested in attending.  
 
The congregation at Belper was founded in 1689. Jedediah Strutt, the 
local mill owner, had the original chapel built in 1788, and it remains 
today very much as it originally was. Underneath the tiered box-pews 
there is an arched catacomb where members of the Strutt family are 
interred. 
 
“An Evening of Music and Verse”……  
 
On a Saturday 23rd May, Chapel hosted an evening concert by Ian 
Imlay on our organ accompanied by Professor David Hughes giving 
readings and recitations of both poetry and prose. 

 
The evening’s proramme was 
a delightful mixture of serious 
classical works, entertaining 
and humorous renditions of 
verse, and a couple of delight-
ful ‘Flanders and Swann’ 
numbers. 
 
Refreshments of wine and 
nibbles were included in the 
admission and the high cali-
bre of both performers en-
sured a thoroughly enjoyable 
experience for all attending. 
    
   

   Ian Imlay and Professor David Hughes 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Music and Great Meeting…… 
 
William Gardiner, a member of the Congregation 
and a leading musical figure in Leicester during 
the first half of the nineteenth century, tells us 
that ‘My father, a great lover of music, who  
assisted as an amateur performer in the  
coronation ceremonies of George III., was the 
first to infuse a more cheerful style into the  
singing at the Great Meeting.’ 
 
The historian John Throsby, an Anglican,         
recorded that ‘the congregation have long been happy in a choir of  
singers of taste and judgement’.  Gardiner tells us that the choir  used 
Dr Croft’s Musica Sacra, but as the anthems could not ‘be well       
performed without an organ, my father prevailed upon the Puritan 
heads of the congregation to concede some of their rigid opinions, and 
to allow the use of a bass viol to support the voices in the performance 
of these divine compositions.’ This was the first instrument of its kind 
introduced into a dissenting meeting house, and was, for a time,    
censured as approaching too near the ceremonies of the Church.’ 
Gardiner somewhat exaggerates the novelty or opposition to the use 
of musical instruments to support the singing in dissenting places of 
worship, but organs were only gradually introduced into dissenting 
meeting-houses.  As the wealthiest body of dissenters at the end of 

the     eighteenth century, Unitarians had 
both the means and the taste to acquire     
organs and were amongst the first      
dissenters to do so. Great Meeting      
acquired its first organ around 1800 and 
it was placed in the centre of the gallery 
at the back of the chapel, next to the 
charity school.  There are complaints in 
the vestry minutes from the organist 
about the behaviour of the boys on     
occasions.  The chancel was built in 
1866 to accommodate the choir and the 
new organ. 

  Dr David Wykes 

 

William Gardiner 

 

Samuel Pepy’s pictured 
here playing a Bass Viol. 



The Organ at Great Meeting…… 
 
We at the Great Meeting are very lucky to have a 
fine pipe organ to enhance our worship. In this 
little article l would like to share just a few facts 
about it. 
  
The organ in its present form dates from 1928 
when Walkers Organ Builders rebuilt the existing 
Porrit instrument. The organ has 39 stops (or 
voices if you like) spread over 3 manuals (keyboards) and a pedal 
board.  
 
The three different keyboards each have a specific purpose which I 
will outline below; 
The top manual is called the swell manual. All the pipes played from 
this manual are enclosed in a box (swell box) which has shutters that 
are opened and closed by the player via a pedal to create changes in 
volume. On this keyboard we can find many different types of stops, 
we have flutes, strings, a trumpet and an oboe! All stops that imitate 
orchestral instruments. We also have stops that are only found on  
organs such as Diapasons, a Principal and a Mixture. These 3 stops 
make the typical ‘organ’ sound found in churches all over the country. 
 
The middle manual controls the Great organ. The pipes for this  
division of the organ are unenclosed, and are near the front of  the 
organ. The Great organ contains the loudest stops in the instrument 
such as the Tromba which is a loud trumpet stop. 
 
The lower of the three manuals controls the Choir organ. These pipes 
are also enclosed in a box like the swell organ. On this keyboard we 
can find solo stops such as a clarinet and quiet flute stops. 
 
The Pedal organ consists of eight voices with which the organist plays 
the bass notes. These stops are the ones that really give the organ its 
depth of sound. Even the most expensive and complicated hi fi equip-
ment struggles the reproduce these deep pedal notes faithfully.  
 
The pipes themselves are made from either wood for the softer flute 
stops or metal for the reed pipes and other stops. These pipes range 
in length from 16 feet long to a couple of inches. In the Great Meeting  



Organ there are somewhere in the region of two thousand pipes! All 
these pipes require air at the correct pressure to speak properly. This 
air is blown by an electric fan into several sets of bellows. These  
bellows have lead weights on to give the air inside the pressure 
needed. From the bellows the air is fed through wooden trunks into a 
soundboard on which the pipes sit. Inside the soundboard there are 
Pallets, one for each note. These pallets (or valves) open when a key 
or pedal is depressed to let air into a pipe and make it speak. 
 
The large metal pipes that can be seen at the front of the organ case 
are all speaking pipes. Often people see these and don’t realise the 
amount of  the instrument that remains hidden away! Hopefully this 
article has given some insight into the inner workings and given some 
information about this special instrument.  
      
In a later article I will outline the history of the  
organ as it stands at the moment and the  
original organ that it replaced. 
    

          Will Northmore 

     Will  in action! 

The mysteries of the organ loft. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
North West Arts (Coalville) was formed in 2003 to provide training for  
for children and young adults, many of the students going on to work 
in professional theatre. The group is run on a voluntary basis and  
tuition is provided on a weekly basis by dedicated professionals who 
work free of charge. Students progress to examinations by Thames 
Valley University and The Royal Colleges of Music/Dance. 
 
North West Arts is self-funded by events and performance  
exhibitions .  

  Morag Jones 
 
 

 
North West Arts 

 
presents 

The Blackett-Howe Singers 

Saturday 12th June  

 7.30 pm 
Tickets at the door £ 5.00 

 (includes light refreshments) 
 

Great Meeting Chapel  
Leicester 



Continuing Support for Asylum Seekers in 
Leicester…... 
It will be of great benefit to genuine refugees if we at Great Meeting 
can continue to make contributions  to  provide some of  the basic  
necessities of life. A box is available at Chapel as a collection point for 
donated items.   

The British Red Cross (244 London Road) has an ongoing 
need for the following suggested items, plus anything else you 
would normally buy for yourself or your family: 
 
Tinned goods: tomatoes/ kidney beans/ chick peas/ tuna/ mackerel/ 
corned beef/ tinned fruit/ tinned vegetables/ baked beans/ soup 
Dried foods: rice/ maize meal/ lentils/ cous cous/ dried fruit/ noodles/ 
sugar/ porridge/ flour/ pasta 
Long life goods: cooking oil/ cereal bars/ nuts/ cereal/ crisps/ indian 
savoury mix/ chocolate/ biscuits 
Drinks: fruit juice/ tea/ coffee/ drinking chocolate/ dried milk/ long-life 
milk/ squash/ water 
Toiletries: toothpaste/ toothbrushes/ soap/ toilet paper/ shampoo/ 
sanitary towels/ face and body creams/ shaving equipment 
Baby items: nappies/ baby wipes/ oil/ baby milk/ baby food jars/ baby 
bath liquid 
Also: tin openers/ cutlery/ crockery/ pans/ towels/ sleeping bags/  
t-shirts/ supermarket and other shopping vouchers/ mobile telephone 
top-up vouchers/ writing paper/ envelopes/ stamps 
 
      Many thanks  
  
 
For more details contact Gill on: 07716 073403 or  

Leicester@cityofsanctuary.com 



Bluebells…... 
 
The garden at Great Meeting is a woodland garden 
and the Bluebells are its glory.  This year they are 
quite late, by a month or so, but passers-by peep in, 
admire and comment on our hidden display. 
 
When I arrived for the first time as a visitor the Blue-
bells were in full display.  I was informed that they 
came in ancient times from Swithland Wood.  For a 
biologist, this statement needed investigating!   
 
The English Bluebell (Hyacynthoides non-scriptus) is  
typical of humid, shaded woodland, and is indeed 
seen at its best in Swithland and other ancient wood-
lands around the county.  It grows in dense swards, forming white 
bulbs lasting over the winter.  These bulbs are said to be favoured by 
Muntjac Deer so the plants may be threatened as these animals be-
come commoner.  It was formerly threatened by over-collecting and is 
now conserved on an international basis as Britain has the best popu-
lations of Bluebells to be seen en masse in the world.  The biggest 
threat nowadays is not over-collecting but trampling of the leaves, of-
ten by photographers, so the plants cannot renew their bulbs. 
 
A modern and very great threat to the English Bluebell is its  
hybridising with the introduced Spanish Bluebell (Hyacinthoides  
hispanicus) which is very popular in gardens as it seems to prefer sun 
and a degree of dryness.  Alas, the Great Meeting Bluebells prove to 
be of the hybrid variety.  Most have the narrow leaves of the English 
but the flowers and anther colour best fit the Spanish.  The table  
below shows the extremes, but individual plants can show all grada-
tions in between. 
 
Who cares if they are hybrids?  Bluebells inspire and are a favourite 
with poets from Shakespeare onwards.  But Gerard Manley Hopkins 
was the Bluebell poet par excellence, with phrases like ‘wash like 
lakes’; ‘in falls of sky colour washing the brows and slacks of the 
ground with vein-blue’ (Journal, 1871); ‘Bluebells in Hodder Wood, all 
hanging their heads one way.  I caught as well as I could while my 
companions talked, the Greek rightness of their beauty, the lovely - 
what people call ‘gracious’ - building one to another or all one way, the 
louder stage or shine of colour they make while hanging in the air a 
foot above the grass ….’ (Journal, May 1873).  Manley Hopkins (1844-
89), a Jesuit Priest, unpublished in his lifetime, was clearly besotted. 
 

 



Geoffrey Grigson (Englishman’s Flora, p. 406) notes 46 local names 
of this much-loved flower; Cuckoo’s Stockings, Goosey Gander,  
Granfer-Grigglesticks, Crow Bells, and others.  Bluebells have no 
older cultural history as they are confined to western Europe, regions 
beyond the experience of Greece and Rome.  The renaissance epithet 
‘non-scriptus’ alleges that it is not the Hyacinth with an inscription ‘AI’ 
on the petals which sprang from the blood of the youth Hyacinthus 
when accidentally killed by Apollo.  I have failed to find any trace of 
‘AI’ on any Hyacinth petal.  It is first recorded in Britain in 1548, ‘The 
commune Hyacinthus is muche in England about Syon and Shene, 
and it is called in Englishe Crowtoes, and in the North partes Craw-
tees.  Some use the roots for glue’ (William Turner, ‘The Names of 
Herbes, 1548). This is perfectly accurate – try a garden Bluebell bulb 
as a substitute for Prittstick.  Turner’s  later herbal of 1568 recom-
mends Crawtees as a remedy ‘against the bitinges of a felde spider’. 
But what was a field spider, and how dangerous was it? 
 

 
 
The last word …. Gerard Manley Hopkins …..  
 

‘Or like a juicy and jostling shock 
of Bluebells shaved in May, 

And azureing-over greybell makes 
Wood banks and brakes wash wet like lakes’. 

 

  Spanish Bluebell Hybrids English Bluebell 

Flower 
heads 

Regular, spoke-
like 

Mix and 
match 
these 
characters 

One-sided, dangling 

Flowers Bell-shaped Tubular 

Anthers Blue Cream 

Leaves to 3.5cm wide to 2.0cm wide 

Habitat Open gardens Humid woodland 

Spanish English   
Tony Fletcher 

Hybrid 



The Friday Group…... 
 

“Meeting to discuss matters of faith.” 
 

As previously, meetings will be at 8pm on the Friday before the third 
Sunday in the month. The date of the next discussion will therefore be 
June 18th, and the subject will be ‘Humanism’.  
 
There will be no further meetings of the group during the summer 
months. Friday Group will resume again in the autumn. 

 
All welcome. 

 
Summer Picnic…… 
 
On Sunday 27th June, Dr Jane Mackay is coming to Chapel in the 
afternoon to give what promises to be an excellent talk on the subject 
of George Eliot ‘Fighting for faith’, and it is proposed that that at 
lunchtime, following the service, we all get together to enjoy a  
Picnic Lunch in the Chapel garden if it is sunny, or indoors if it is wet. 
 
The picnic will consist of cheese, cold meats and salads with  
strawberries and cream for dessert. Soft drinks and the usual coffee 
and tea will will be available. If you would like to join us for the picnic 
please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Garden Room 
 
     Annie 
 
P.S. If you would like to contribute towards the lunch  e.g a salad 
dish, please indicate on the sign-up sheet. 
 



 Dr Jane Mackay 
 
Speaks on - 
 
George Eliot: Fighting for faith. 
. 
Most of us who know of George Eliot think of her as a highly influential 
writer of fiction in the middle of the 19th Century. But she was also a 
huge 'mind' and one which never gave up on the search for spiritual 
truth. Although not herself a Unitarian, she had friends who were, in-
cluding Florence Nightingale, and her view of the world was not unlike 
a Unitarian view. Her independence of spirit meant that no one label 
would suit her. From her early translation of Strauss's 'Life of Jesus' to 
her last works she was striving to understand the meaning of Christ's 
life and message. Her reading of Darwin also comes into the picture of 
her personal growth. Come and enjoy a lady who fought all her life for 
a deeper appreciation of the meaning of 'Faith', in a changing 19th 
century world where the issues were not so very different from those 
in our own. 
 
 
"I love the freedom to talk about the great writers in terms of the essence of 
time and place. I look at their backgrounds, what they read when they were 
young, their early writings - for the seed within their earlier work often devel-
ops in their later work - and always I'm looking for the configuration of their 
own particular genius.” 
 

Sunday 27th June at 2pm 
  

Admission £5  
(Tickets available on the door, includes light refreshments). 

 
Great Meeting Chapel 

East Bond Street 
Leicester 
LE1 4SX 
  

www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 



.Occupational Health  
- a collection of people 

 
 

A cloudy right eye; 
The glass blower leans closer 

To the furnace heat 
 

Fingers bleeding, raw 
Still working on building site- 

No other living 
 

Yes, it was noisy 
A sense of isolation. 

He can't hear them speak 
 

Hairdresser from teens 
Can any harm come from perms? 

Sniffs, and wipes nose 
 

Stands under streetlight. 
To fail is to be beaten 
"Like a nice time, luv?" 

 
Strong and tall in youth 

Spent twenty years in coal dust. 
Now sitting, spitting 

 
Working among trees, 

Is his heart block the result 
Of the deer tick bite? 

 
Should have been careful 
With bloody scalpel blade 

No liver remains  
 

State Registered Nurse 
Cannot breathe when wearing gloves 

Vocation now dole... 
 

How may I help you? 
The phone calls keep on coming 

Can no longer cope  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Engineer by trade 

Typing the detailed reports 
Rubbing his shoulders 

 
Crawls into oven 

Still hot, to speed production. 
He does not emerge 

 
Have you learned nothing  

In  the last three hundred years ? 
Asks Ramazzini 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These Haiku are inspired by my work as a specialist in the field of  
Occupational Health. This deals with the interaction of work and 
health. As with any health promotion, the aim is to prevent people  
being made ill, and in this case specifically by their work activities.  
 
The "founder" of Occupational Medicine is considered to be Bernadino 
Ramazzini, a physician who lived in the 17th century near Modena in 
Italy. His book, De morbis artificum diatribe (Diseases of Workers) 
was published in 1700  and outlines the health hazards of irritating 
chemicals, dust, metals, and other abrasive agents encountered by 
workers in 52 occupations.  
 
Nowadays we have some new problems related to computer use and 
the fast pace of life affecting mental well being. 
 
    Diane Romano-Woodward 

Bernadino Ramazzini  1633-1714 



The Presence of an Open Heart   

Monthly Zen Meditation Practice for Anyone 
 

  
  
                                                                 

  
 
 
 
 
 

First Thursday of Every Month,  
7.30-9.30pm 

The Garden Room 
Great Meeting Chapel 

 
Zen is the art of entering fully into the present moment, able to  
appreciate whatever arises as the beauty of our own life.  The monthly 
session will teach simple Zen meditation based on the Chinese and 
Japanese tradition, together with an opportunity to speak about your 
experience and learn from each other.  No experience is necessary, and 
people of any faith (or none!) are welcome- the practice will be taught 
free from any particular religious angle.  The sessions are led by a 
member of the International Zen Peacemakers community, who apply 
the spirit of Zen to social service, peace work, and multi-faith  
cooperation.  

 Suggested donation £4/£5  
 

Email greatheartzendo@gmail.com for info, 
                  or call Chris Starbuck on 0116 2875220 
   



Tragedy in the tree-tops? 
 

The other day Annie was gazing out of an upstairs window overlook-
ing our garden, when a flock of starlings came down onto the lawn. 
There must have been between 20 and 30 of them, adult birds and 
their fledglings. 
 
Annie called to me to come and look at the fledglings as they bathed 
(quite vigorously) in our pond and fed on cake crumbs, seeds and old  
apples we had put out. 
 
The mature birds were sleek in their shiny speckled waistcoats whilst 
the fledglings were fluffy and dull brown, and still often with open 
beaks waiting for the parent birds to feed them. 
 
It was a delight to watch them cavorting in the sunshine. But little did 
they know, or we know, that one of these chubby fledglings had only 
an hour or so left to live. 
 
After the flock had eaten its fill, it rose into the topmost branches of the 
hawthorn trees at the bottom of the garden, and Annie and I ventured 
out into the sunshine. 
 
Suddenly there was a terrible shrieking as the birds took to the skies. 
Some of the young in confusion remained, not quick enough to es-
cape as a sparrow hawk swooped in, lifting one of the fledglings in it’s  
talons before disappearing into the neighbouring gardens. It was truly 
a terrible moment. 
 
Neither of us could bear to imagine what befell that little bird but we 
were both certain that soon the sparrow hawk in turn would be taking 
tit-bits to feed it’s own newly hatched brood. 
 
Tragedy in the tree-tops? or just us being over-sensitive and senti-
mental? (Would we have preferred the young starling to live and the  
sparrow hawk’s chicks to starve?) 
 
As Coleridge put it, about all creatures, 

‘”We kill and deform the things whereon we feed”….. 
  
       Arthur 



G M NEWS …… 
 
In our thoughts…... 
 
As this summer issue of the chapel newsletter is produced our 
thoughts continue to be with those members of the congregation who 
are unwell or infirm at the present time: those in hospital and requiring 
special care. 
 
We think of Alec and Freda Betts, Derek and Shirley Hall, Marjorie 
Evans and Joan Baker. In the traditional words,  

“We pray that God’s strength be  
       given to sustain and comfort them”…. 

 
      Arthur 
Re-Election…... 
 
Congratulations to Sir Peter Soulsby on his re-election, with an  
increased majority, as our MP for Leicester South (Great Meeting is in 
this Constituency). 

Peter pictured here outside the Great Hall of  
Westminster with Chapel Members and Friends. 



News…. 
 
Happy Anniversary 
 
Warmest congratulations to 
Diane and John Romano-
Woodward who  celebrate 
their 35th wedding anniver-
sary on 4th July, 2010. 
 
Pictured here with their  
respective parents following 
the ceremony at Marylebone 
Registry office. 
 

  
   
 
Happy Birthday 
 

Our good wishes to Jean Fall who 
celebrates her 80th Birthday on the 
28th July. Jean and Lionel will  
celebrate her special day with a family 
party in the Garden Room at Great 
Meeting.  
 
Jean was our Chapel cleaner during 
the 90’s and with her partner Lionel has 
continued to maintain close links with 
the congregation. 
 
We are delighted that she has chosen 
to come to Great Meeting to celebrate 
this happy occasion and wish her Many 
Happy Returns of the Day. 
 
 
 

 

Jean pictured here with  
Lionel and Manju at last  

year’s Harvest Lunch 

Diane and John 



News…. 
 
Forthcoming events for your diary…...  
 
Saturday 12th June        7.30pm - The Blackett-Howe Singers 
               in Concert 
 
                  Admission £5, includes refreshments 
 
Sunday 27th June           12.15pm -  Summer Picnic Lunch  
          in the Garden  
                 2pm        -  Dr Jane Mackay speaks on 
                     ‘George Eliot - Fighting for Faith’. 
                  Admission £5, includes refreshments 
 
Saturday 7th August                      - Visit To Belper Chapel  
         and the Strutt Mill  
 
Saturday 28th August     12.30pm  - Open Garden Event  
                         and EMU Family Day  
             with Enderby Youth Band  
                        Entropy BBQ, Various Stalls, Tea and Cake 
                    Free admission. 
 
Sunday 26th September  12.30pm - Harvest Lunch  
 
Saturday 30th October     7.30pm   - Cantores Martini Concert 
 

           All Welcome 
 

Chapel Flowers….. 
 
If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel, in memoriam, 
to mark a special anniversary, or to simply to take a turn, please  
contact our Flower Secretary, Morag Jones. 
 

Great Meeting Cookbook…. 
 
If you have favourite dish you would like to see included in the new 
edition, please bring your recipes in to Chapel or email them to -
anniestew@hotmail.co.uk 



News…. 
 
Chapel Website 
 
Work continues on the Chapel website. A new page has been added 
specifically to advertise forthcoming events .  
 
If you have copies of photographs, particularly of past members 
and chapel events, or simply photographs of the buildings or 
grounds, Annie Stewart would be very pleased to scan them for inclu-
sion on the website. The intention is to use the photo album page as 
an archive of photographs both past and present relating to Great 
Meeting  
 
Please contact Annie Tel.01509 812236 or  
   Email: anniestew@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Visit the website: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
Jam Jars….. 
 
Our sincere thanks to Simon Cullen, Annie and Arthur’s brother-in-
law, who has given so much of his time and culinary skills providing 
the Coffee Shop with a variety of preserves, for sale in aid of Chapel 
funds. 
 
If you have any jam jars that we could pass 
on to Simon for future use, they would be 
very much appreciated. 
 
    Many thanks 
 
Chalice Mugs 
 
Our thanks to Peter Soulsby for purchasing a generous number of 
china ‘Chalice’ mugs at this year’s General Assembly Meetings, for 
our use at Chapel and during the Coffee Shop. Thanks Peter. 

 



 

And Finally ……… 
 

The Music of Life : 
Biology Beyond Genes 

 

by  
 

Denis Noble 
 

 
I recently went back to a book I  
discovered by chance in Manchester 
Central Library a couple of years 
ago- The Music of Life: Biology  
Beyond Genes, by Denis Noble.   
Noble is professor of Cardiology at 
Oxford University, and best known 
as a systems biologist- he studies 
how things are more than just the sum of their parts.  He rose to  
scientific fame studying the rhythmic properties of the heart.  People 
were looking for which bit of the heart, which mechanism, generated 
the rhythm.  Noble demonstrated that the answer is... none!  The 
rhythm of the heart isn't generated by any one bit, but emerges from 
the interaction of many parts.  This is the central dogma of systems  
biology- that many biological behaviours can't be explained in terms of 
isolated parts, but from the properties of whole systems. 
 
In this book Noble makes a plea to look at genetics and life from a 
systems perspective too.  He says it's become standard to talk as if all 
the instructions and information for life are contained in our genes- 
and yet, it turns out there are far less human genes than had been 
expected!  Noble's argument is that the genes themselves are only a 
small part of the information- that most of it, including the information 
on how to use the genes, is contained in the cells and organism as a 
whole.  The same individual genes, and the proteins they code for, 
are used by different cells in different ways- the genes aren't simply 
telling the cell what to do, the cell is operating the DNA! 
 
Noble uses the metaphor of a musical organ.  An organ has many 
pre-designed notes that can be played by an organist, but the choice  
 

 
 

 



of which notes to play are made by the composer- the notes them-
selves don't make music.  Different genes are “played” by different 
cells as and when they need them, beginning with the first fertilised 
mother-cell.  This frees biology from the tyranny of reductionism- the 
whole of physical life and nature is no longer reduced to a competition 
between “selfish genes”, as Richard Dawkins describes it.  Instead, 
genetic information plays a central but limited part in making the mu-
sic of life- life is returned to a wholeness which cannot be unwoven 
without losing the magic. 
     
When I read this book for the first time, I was delighted (as a student 
of Zen!) to discover Noble's own interest in Zen and in Far Eastern 
languages.  The last chapter looks at the mind and the self from a 
systems biology perspective- Noble suggests that we won't find any 
specific part of the brain that creates the self or mind, that instead it is 
likely to be a quality of the operating of many brain systems as a 
whole.  He likens this to the Buddhist teaching of “no-self”- whatever 
we are in ourselves arises in concert with the arising of the whole of 
life.  We can't cut ourselves out of the rest of life and say “that bit's 
me!”, any more than we can point to our genes (Noble argues) and 
say “that's how life is made!”  Isn't this more exciting? 

     Chris Starbuck 

Denis Noble CBE FRS FRCP (born November 16, 
1936) is an eminent British Biologist who held the Bur-
don Sanderson Chair of Cardiovascular Physiology at 
Oxford University from 1984-2004 and is now Professor 
Emeritus and co-Director of Computational Physiology. 
He is one of the pioneers of Systems Biology and devel-
oped the first viable mathematical model of the working 
heart in 1960. Together with international collaborators, 
his team has used supercomputers to create the first virtual organ, the virtual heart. 

 He is also a leading philosopher of biology, and his internationally acclaimed book 
The Music of Life challenges the foundations of current biological sciences, ques-
tions the central dogma, its unidirectional view of information flow, and its imposi-
tion of a bottom-up methodology for research in the life sciences. 

If you would like to share a review of a book, film or play, please send 
it to Annie for inclusion in the next edition of the newsletter. 
 
 
 

 



   Great Meeting 
 Coffee Shop 

 
Every Saturday  

Morning  
 

10.30am-12.30pm 
 

Take respite from the hustle and 
bustle of the shops. Come and join 
us for a chat or a quiet read of the 

newspaper. 
 

Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Second-hand book stall. 



G M on the map………. 
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