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SERVICES IN FEBRUARY 
 
 Sunday        7th        11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       14th       11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       21st        3pm        Neil Fisher 
 
 Sunday       28th       11am       The Minister 
 
        

SERVICES IN MARCH 
 
 Sunday        7th        11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       14th       11am       The Minister 
                Mothering Sunday 
 
 Sunday       21st        3pm       Supply Preacher  
                - to be announced 
 
 Sunday       28th       11am       Kevin Stone 
 
  
 
All contributions intended for inclusion in the April/May edition of the 
Newsletter should be handed to the Minister by Sunday 21st  
March please. 
 

 
Our thanks to Tony Fletcher for the cover photograph and many of 
those included throughout the newsletter. 
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DIARY FOR FEBRUARY 
 
Saturday       6th       12.30pm  ‘Making Things Happen’  
                                                              Meeting 
 
Friday           12th       7.30pm     ‘Hum the Hymns’  
               - with cheese and wine 
 
Friday     19th      8pm          ‘Friday Group’  
     meets in the Garden Room  
                      - subject ‘Good and Evil’. 
 
DIARY FOR MARCH 
 
Saturday        6th       2.30pm  EMU Quarterly Meeting 
              at Hinckley 
 
Friday     19th   8pm      ‘Friday Group’  
                                              meets in the Garden Room  
              - subject ‘Life, Death and Immortality’. 
 
 

The Coffee Shop is now open every Friday  
and Saturday morning 10.30am-12.30pm 

 
 
 
Further dates and times of the Vestry and Making Things Happen Group 
meetings will be announced from the pulpit. 



From The Minister…... 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
The recent winter weather brought with it many negative effects as we 
know. Those who slipped on the ice, or could not drive their car, or 
had their local school close, will be all too familiar with the hazards we 
experienced. The supermarkets were busy with folks laying in stores 
as for a siege. Supplies of salt disappeared from the shelves and so 
did cat litter! (a good substitute for grit). Here at Chapel attendances 
were lower than usual as members found it daunting and dangerous 
to drive in. 
 
Back at home, however, warm by the fireside, we were treated to an 
unexpected pleasure. The cruel conditions compelled many wild birds 
to come in from the fields at the rear of our house in search of food. 
 
Annie put out water on days when the temperature did not rise above 
freezing, and a variety of feeds: fatty-balls, peanuts, grains and over-
ripe apples and pears. These latter were halved and flung onto the 
lawn—a delicacy for the thrushes and blackbirds in particular. 
 
And a large variety of feathered friends took advantage of the tit-bits 
on offer. Sitting inside and looking out through the garden windows we 
saw all sorts of tits, finches and sparrows;  ring-doves in the hawthorn 
and wood pigeons stripped the berries bare; and on the snowy lawn 
blackbirds came half-a-dozen at a time for the fruit. 
 
And then we had another visitor, about whom I was initially quite  
enthusiastic. This was a handsome male fieldfare, not a very common 
visitor to our garden. I watched him through binoculars and got the 
‘Easy Bird Guide’ out to identify him. He was quite spectacular and 
distinctive. 
 
But after a short while I noticed what his beautiful displays of plumage 
were all about: he was frightening off the other birds, patrolling the 
lawn as his own territory, and not allowing anyone to eat the fruit 
which Annie had put out for them.   
 
And this aggressive behaviour went on tirelessly, hour after hour, and  



freezing day after day. The task was perpetual, as the hungry birds 
always tried to swoop in to have a nibble when his back was turned. 
He was constantly employed, stalking around, fanning out his tail and 
trailing his wings, - so much so that he himself had no opportunity to 
eat, so endless were his patrols. 
 
Soon of course I began to have thoughts of shooing him away. But in 
the end it wasn’t necessary. After a few days of bossing about, he 
gave up and things in the garden returned to normal, and gradually 
the snow melted. 
 
There is a lesson somewhere in all of that, I thought. How often do I 
wear myself out on some futile quest, doing the exact equivalent of 
patrolling my own territory, trying to control my own perceived  
interests, and in consequence not allowing myself to enjoy the very 
things I am trying to preserve? 
 
Eventually the lessons of our own behaviour dawn upon us. The snow 
melts, and things in the garden return to how they have always been. 
The stockpiles of food or cat litter we laid in, accuse us of being over-
anxious once again. 
 
Just as the fieldfare came to realise he didn’t need to keep all the fruit 
on the lawn for himself, so too we found we didn’t need to have  
worried so much about being snowed-in or running out of supplies. 
 
  — “ Sufficient unto the day……..” 
 
  With good wishes to all members and friends, 
      
      Arthur 
       
 
 
 
 
 
    



  
 
 

First Sight 
 

Lambs that learn to walk in snow 
When their bleating clouds the air 

Meet a vast unwelcome, know 
Nothing but a sunless glare. 
Newly stumbling to and fro 

All they find, outside the fold, 
Is the wretched width of cold. 

 
As they wait beside the ewe, 

Her fleece wetly caked, there lies 
Hidden round them, waiting too, 
Earth’s immeasurable surprise. 

They could not grasp it if they knew, 
What so soon will wake and grow 

Utterly unlike the snow. 
 
 

      Philip Larkin 



Dr Jane Mackay GM……  
 
On Saturday 28th November last, Dr Jane Mackay delivered a  
fascinating talk on ‘Literature and Spiritual Awareness…. A personal 
view’. From the point of view of what interested and inspired Jane, her 
wise words about squandering our attention on the drama-a-minute of 
soap operas and the like were very revealing. 
 
She ranged  through literature from her earlier years steeped in 
Robert Louis Stephenson, to her beloved Blake, George Elliot and the 
Brontes etc. 
 
It was a lecture choc a bloc with references all making up her thesis’ 
debating popularly held ideas and confirming the more profound. Be-
ginning with the Orphic ‘Know thyself’ and ending with “Zorba the 
Greek”, she showed us how these great authors had learned to love 
life and not fear death. An inspirational afternoon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ …...freedom to worship and freedom of speech,  
is the British value that matters above all others” 

 
From The Times editorial of 16th January 2010. 



Sing Your Faith…… 
 

 ‘Hum the Hymns’ 
 
The new purple hymnbook ‘Sing Your Faith’ has been well-received at 
Great Meeting and the minister has been gradually introducing it into 
our services. 
 
It is very gratifying to report that of the 40 copies purchased, over 30 
have been sponsored by members of the Chapel. Name-plates will be 
produced and pasted in as appropriate in due course. 
 
To continue the process of familiarization with the new hymns ,  
‘Hum the Hymns’ will take place on Friday evening 12th February  
at 7.30pm in the Garden Room. Qyan Arnachellum will accompany 
members on the piano and we are invited to “hum along” in the first 
instance to learn new tunes. 
 
Refreshments in the form of cheese and wine will be included ,  
making what promises to be an enjoyable social occasion for all. 
 
If you haven’t already done so, and would like to sponsor a hymn 
book , please add your name to the sheet in the Garden Room. 
 
     Thank you. 
      . 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chief Officer visits Leicester……  
 
Just prior to his taking office in November,  
members of the congregation were surprised  
and delighted to meet the new denominational  
Chief Officer, Derek McAuley when he visited 
during regular coffee shop hours.. 
 
Derek was in Leicester accompanying a friend on 
his business in the city and had taken the  
opportunity to call at Chapel. He was especially 
pleased to find our doors open and members  
present to greet him and show him around. 
 
This informal occasion was a good opportunity to improve that link  
between Great Meeting and Essex Hall which we always say we need 
to cultivate. And, in the event, Derek’s amiable personality put a warm 
human face upon our central organisation. 
 
We wish him a long and happy tenure as our Chief Officer.  
 
Should you be interested to find out more about Derek and his  
inspiration and plans, he is featured in the Inquirer of 9th January 
2010. Copies are still available at Great Meeting. 

 



The Inquirer…... 
 
Sometimes controversial, sometimes confrontational, nearly always 
combative, - The Inquirer ‘”does what it says on the tin”: it inquires 
into matters relating to our faith. 
 
Over the years the editor’s desk has been littered with letters protest-
ing or declaiming its readers’ views, and reporting the highs and lows 
of our  free religious denomination. 
 
Published since 1842, The Inquirer provides an insight into Unitarian-
ism and offers an objective view on both national and international 
events.  
 
It is designed to appeal to a free-thinking independent audience who 
care passionately about a diverse and often forgotten range of sub-
jects that affect the world at large.  
 
In true Liberal Christian tradition it seeks to promote balanced debate 
and discussion within its pages, whilst celebrating respect for all crea-
tion.  
 
This Unitarian publication acts as an internal communication mecha-
nism for local Unitarian Congregations informing them of news, 
events and changes within the denomination.  
 
Published fortnightly, The Inquirer is available in Chapel and the  
Garden Room. It is your newspaper, provided free to you by your 
Chapel: read it, contribute to it, share your views and opinions with 
Unitarians all over the UK and beyond. 
 
If you would like to contribute an article or item to The Inquirer’s 
letters page, please contact  The Editor - M Colleen Burns, 
                   46A Newmarket Road, 
                       Cringleford, 
                       Norwich, 
                       NR4 6UF 
                                              or email - Inquirer@btinternet.com 

 



 The INQUIRER a short history 
 

The Inquirer is the longest-lived non-conformist paper. Its first issue 
was published on 9th July 1842. It was founded, as a Unitarian  
Christian Newspaper, by Edward Hill, a rather shadowy figure who 
was probably not himself a Unitarian and who hoped for commercial 
success. It was then, and for many years, published weekly. The 
cover price was 6d – the equivalent perhaps of £10 today 
 
Curiously it was not the first paper to bear its name. Another Inquirer, 
published by a group of Quakers bent on defending the literal truth of 
the Bible, first saw print on 1st January 1838 but had evidently failed 
by 1842. The choice of name for the very different, theologically free-
thinking Unitarian paper may have been no more than a coincidence 
but it is certainly ironic.  

In fact The Inquirer  
itself has never been a 
profitable concern. It 
has remained in print 
rather because of the 
generosity of those who 
regarded – and still re-
gard – it as an important 
organ for the Unitarian 
movement. 
  

Hill gave it up almost immediately. It was bought by Richard Taylor, a 
radical Unitarian who, inter alia, supported the Chartists. He, too, 
swiftly relinquished it. It passed through further proprietors until their 
losses became so pressing that in 1885 The Inquirer Publishing Com-
pany was formed to take it over. The purchase of shares 
(shareholders have never received a dividend) brought in some funds 
and a subvention fund, formed in the 1890s, has continued to bring in 
a little more. Grants from the General Assembly of Unitarian and Free 
Christian Churches have also been important in keeping the paper 
afloat. As a cost-saving measure, it has been issued on a fortnightly, 
instead of weekly, basis since 8th January 1972. 
 
 
 



In 2003 the original Company was struck off and its successor, The 
Inquirer Publishing Company (2004) was registered as a private  
company limited by guarantee on 13 November 2003. It is also a  
registered charity. 
 
In its 163 years, The Inquirer has had twenty editors, many of them 
also Unitarian ministers. The first, the Rev William Hincks, went on to 
be Professor of Natural History at Cork and then Toronto. The position 
was held for the longest period, from 1855 to 1888, by the Rev  
Thomas Lethbridge Marshall. The first woman editor, between 1927 
and 1932, was Laura Ackroyd. With the exception of Gavin Walker, 
who is a Quaker and edited the paper for a time between 2003 - 
2005,all the editors have been Unitarians.  
 
Whilst always reflecting a liberal theological outlook, the content of 
The Inquirer has otherwise been very varied. In its early years –  
before the boom in the newspaper industry – it carried foreign, City, 
and political news. Walter Bagehot, author of The English Constitution 
(1867) was a contributor in the 1850s. In the second half of the 19th 
century it joined in some of the great social, political and religious  
debates – on ritualism, for example, or calls to abolish the Church 
rate. Some editors have chosen to include book reviews and poetry or 
prayers and other worship material. Social justice is a recurring theme: 
in recent times, it has defended same-sex partnerships, raised the  
issue of violence against women, and, later, supported campaigns to 
make poverty history and for fair trade. Photographs were first  
included in 1921. In the past editors had an office. For some time this 
was at Dr Williams’s Library. Subsequently it was in the Unitarian 
headquarters building, Essex Hall. Since 1981, capitalising  
increasingly on developments in information technology, the paper 
has been created in its editors’ homes.  
 
Drawn from The Inquirer: A History and Tradition, by Alan Ruston 
(1993) with additional information from the Reverend Keith Gilley.  

 
 
 
 
 



Continuing Support for Asylum seekers in 
Leicester…... 
It will be of great benefit to genuine refugees if we at Great Meeting 
can continue to make contributions  to  provide some of  the basic  
necessities of life. A box is available at Chapel as a collection point for 
donated items.   

The British Red Cross (244 London Road) has an ongoing 
need for the following suggested items, plus anything else you 
would normally buy for yourself or your family: 
 
Tinned goods: tomatoes/ kidney beans/ chick peas/ tuna/ mackerel/ 
corned beef/ tinned fruit/ tinned vegetables/ baked beans/ soup 
Dried foods: rice/ maize meal/ lentils/ cous cous/ dried fruit/ noodles/ 
sugar/ porridge/ flour/ pasta 
Long life goods: cooking oil/ cereal bars/ nuts/ cereal/ crisps/ indian 
savoury mix/ chocolate/ biscuits 
Drinks: fruit juice/ tea/ coffee/ drinking chocolate/ dried milk/ long-life 
milk/ squash/ water 
Toiletries: toothpaste/ toothbrushes/ soap/ toilet paper/ shampoo/ 
sanitary towels/ face and body creams/ shaving equipment 
Baby items: nappies/ baby wipes/ oil/ baby milk/ baby food jars/ baby 
bath liquid 
Also: tin openers/ cutlery/ crockery/ pans/ towels/ sleeping bags/ t-
shirts/ supermarket and other shopping vouchers/ mobile telephone 
top-up vouchers/ writing paper/ envelopes/ stamps 
 
      Many thanks  
  
 
For more details contact Gill on: 07716 073403 or  

Leicester@cityofsanctuary.com 

  



.Burns Lunch……. 
 

On Sunday 24th January the congregation marked the birthday of 
Scotland’s national poet (25th January 1759) by holding a haggis 
lunch after the service. 

 
The minister led 
worship on the 
theme of Robert 
Burns life and work, 
and Morag Jones 
sang ‘My love is like 
a red, red rose’. 
 

The feast began  prior to lunch 
with canapés of smoked salmon 
and cream cheese and a wee 
dram for a few!  
 
Afterwards some 18 of us sat 
down for a lunch of haggis (with 
veggie haggis as an alternative 
option) ‘tatties and neaps’ 
served in the traditional manner 
by Morag, followed by a deli-
cious pudding of ’Cranach’ a 
traditional delicacy accompanied 
by shortbread biscuits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ruth and Phil Archer with 
Cathy and Alan  Bailey, 

get into the spirit of things! 

Morag Jones and John 
Woodward mash the  
‘tatties and neaps’. 

 



Although the Chapel’s Scottish 
connections are limited to the 
families of Morag and Charles 
McIntosh and the minister’s par-
entage, this was an excellent op-
portunity to celebrate the achieve-
ments of a poet whose great-
souled egalitarianism promoted 
humanity’s dignity and worth, and 
who advocated a free-thinking 
approach to life and salvation 
over the cant and dogma of 
creeds. 
 
It was an extremely enjoyable oc-
casion with a real Scottish flavour, 
greatly appreciated by all. 
 
Monies raised from the lunch and 
donations made by the congrega-
tion totalled £175 for the Red 
Cross response to the Haiti 
earthquake appeal. 

Cathy, Ruth, Manju and John  
tuck into the ‘Cranach’. 



A Taste of Italy…... 
 

Following his sojourn as a volunteer to go olive picking in the Sabine 
mountains of Italy, on a farm called Co-operativa Fiume Farfa, near a 
village called Mompeo in Rieti province during the autumn of last year, 
John Woodward kept his promise and brought to Chapel a  
selection of olive oils for the congregation to sample and compare.  
 
The difference in quality and taste between the oil bottled at   
Co-operativa Fiume Farfa and what passes for ‘extra virgin’ from our 
supermarket shelves was very evident. Dipping into the oils with fresh 
crusty bread and enthusiasm, there were doubtless converts made to 
the genuine article! 
    
                                                                Our thanks to John.  
  



The Friday Group…... 
 

“Meeting to discuss matters of faith.” 
 

As previously, meetings will be at 8pm on the Friday before the third 
Sunday in the month. The date of the next discussion will therefore be 
February 19th, and the subject will continue ‘Good and Evil’  
followed by ‘Life, Death and Immortality’ on March 19th, 2010.  

 
All welcome. 

 
 

 The Paradox of Our Age 
 

We have bigger houses but smaller families; 
more conveniences but less time; 

We have more degrees, but less sense; 
more knowledge, but less judgement; 

more experts, but more problems; 
more medicines, but less healthiness. 

We’ve gone all the way to the moon and back, 
but have trouble crossing the street 

 to meet the new neighbour. 
We build more computers to hold more information, 

 to produce more copies than ever, 
but have less communication; 

We have become long on quantity, 
but short on quality. 

These are times of fast foods 
but slow digestion; 

Tall man but short character; 
Steep profits but shallow relationships.- 

It’s a time when there is much in the window, 
but nothing in the room. 

  
  …... His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama 

 



G M NEWS …… 
 
Condolences…... 
 
We are very sorry to learn of the death on 
31st October last, at the great age of 100 
years, of Gwendoline Mary Archer 
mother of Phil Archer and Mother-in-law to 
Ruth. . 
 
Gwen was pre-deceased by her husband 
Frederick George Blake Archer some  
18 years ago. They were married in 1936 
and Gwen sadly died on what would have 
been their 73rd wedding anniversary. 
 
The funeral service was held at Oxford crematorium on Friday 6th  
November. Our sincere sympathy is extended to Phil, Ruth and all the 
family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Young Gwen with her dog Vic. 

Gwen aged 100 years pictured here last summer with 
her granddaughter Helen and great grand daughter  
Rebecca.. 



G M NEWS …… 
 
Baby Congratulations…… 
 
We are delighted to announce the safe 
arrival on the 4th January, 2010 of 
Ewan Irwin, a sixth grandchild for Lady 
Alison and Sir Peter Soulsby. 
 
Our very best wishes are extended to 
proud Mum and Dad, Lauren and Iain. 
 
 
 
Chris Goacher moves to Hinckley…. 
 

Five years ago the East Midlands District put in 
post a Partnership Minister to serve the needs of 
(initially) two of our smaller congregations.  
Rev. Chris Goacher was appointed to Derby and 
Belper (eventually adding Nottingham to his brief). 
Over this period Belper has been put on a much 
firmer footing and the survival of Derby has been 
achieved for the present.  
 
With the expiry of his agreed period as Partner-

ship Minister Chris has now moved pulpits to succeed Rev. Linda Phil-
lips at Great Meeting Chapel, Hinckley. 
 
We wish him a long and happy association with his new congregation, 
and are delighted that he will remain in the EMU District. 
 
Chapel Flowers….. 
 
If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel, in memoriam, 
to mark a special anniversary, or to simply to take a turn, please  
contact our Acting Flower Secretary, Annie Stewart. 
 

  

 

Iain, Ewan and Lauren  

 



News…. 
 
Chapel welcomes William Northmore…. 
 
With the retirement of our regular organist Mark Balding late last year, 
Chapel had been looking around for a replacement musician for our 
Walker three-manual. 
 
A chance conversation between Annie and our visiting organ tuner 
William Northmore, has happily led to Will filling our vacancy. 
 
Will started his musical training in the choir at St. Mary’s Church,  
Beverley. Whilst there he developed a love of the organ and began  
lessons at the age of 14. He then moved on to study music at A level 
and then to Hull University where he was organ scholar at Holy Trinity 
Church, and has played at York Minster. He studied organ with Ian 
Cockerline, Alan Spedding and John Scot-Whitely. In 2000 he moved 
to Leicester to work for ‘Cousans Organs’ of Leicester who tune and 
maintain organs throughout the country. 
 
We are delighted to welcome him as organist for our morning  
services.  

Will Northmore at Great Meeting 



News…. 
 
Café Mama’s 1st Birthday 
 
On  Wednesday the 20th January 2010, 
Café Mama celebrated its first Birthday 
with a party. 
 
All of the mums who have used the Café were invited along with Mid-
wives and Health Visitors. It was lovely to see old mums catching up 
and the children enjoying each other’s company. 

 
They had  
balloons and 
Birthday cake as 
well as nibbles 
and a good time  
appeared to be 
had by all. 
 
 

 
Since it opened more than 80 mums have passed through the doors 
of Café Mama at Great Meeting, some to get information, and others 
for support. 
 
Café mama meets every Wednesday 9.30am-12.30pm in the  
Garden Room. 
 
Chapel Website 
 
The Chapel website has been up-dated to include recent photographs 
taken on our Harvest Festival and during our trip to Westminster. 
Many thanks to Tony Fletcher, Peter Soulsby, Stephen Lynch and  
Annie Stewart for sharing their pictures with us. 
 

 www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
 

Photo’s by  
Helen Ashley 

 



 

And Finally ……… 
 

I Am Justice : 
A journey out of Africa 

 

by  
 

Paul Kenyon 
 

Paul Kenyon is a Unitarian with his 
roots in Bury, Lancashire, but he 
works for BBC news and current  
affairs and is currently a reporter for Panorama.  He wrote this book 
after researching African migrants for the programme in 2007. 
 
I bought the book after reading a report about it recently in The  
Inquirer and as part of our commitment to help Leicester become a 
City of Sanctuary I am offering my copy to Great Meeting’s bookshelf 
and invite you to borrow it – please do – it offers such an insight into 
the enormous struggles for survival which, as Paul Kenyon says, if 
these lads were British or American, their stories would be splashed 
across every newspaper and TV bulletin in the world. 
 
This is the remarkable story of Justice Amin, a teenager from Ghana 
who plans to travel to Europe across the Sahara desert to make a 
new life for himself away from his abusive uncle.  He survives this 
journey through Ghana, Burkina, Niger, Algeria and finally into Libya 
after encountering the deprivations of the Sahara, imprisonment and 
torture.  Once in Libya, he lives a hand to mouth existence with oth-
ers, many of whom are trying to earn enough money for the rest of the 
journey across the Mediterranean Sea to Italy, and trying to make 
contact with the unscrupulous people-smugglers who provide make-
shift boats. The story comes to a climax dramatically with the boatload 
of nearly 30 men clinging for dear life to a huge tuna net for some 
days. 
 
The Inquirer ran an interview with Paul Kenyon in November about 
the book and his reasons for writing it.  He was asked what changes 
he would make to UK/European immigration policies having met  

 

 



Justice and heard his story.  I think his reply was illuminating and I 
reproduce it here in full: 
 
“The solution isn’t in creating more border controls.  Immigration  
policy must be closely linked to foreign investment, so there is a  
reason for migrants to stay in their home country.  Ghana, where  
Justice is from, has just struck oil, a major field.  I mentioned this to 
one of the migrants, and asked ‘shouldn’t that bring change?’  He  
replied ‘We’ve had gold for centuries, and hard woods, and cocoa for 
your chocolate, but all the money seems to go abroad.’  We need to 
make sure it stays in Africa.” 
 
I have no reason to doubt that the hero of the book really is called 
Justice, but the word surely sums up what Paul Kenyon means and is 
a reminder to us of our colonial past and our affluent society’s respon-
sibilities in today’s world. 
     
    Ruth Archer 
 
 
If you would like to share a review of a book, film or play, please send 
it to Annie for  inclusion in the next edition of the newsletter. 
 
 
 



   Great Meeting 
 Coffee Shop 

 
Every Friday and Saturday  

Morning  
 

10.30am-12.30pm 
 

Take respite from the hustle and 
bustle of the shops. Come and join 
us for a chat or a quiet read of the 

newspaper. 
 

Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Second-hand book stall. 



G M on the map………. 
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