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SERVICES IN DECEMBER 
 

 Sunday        5th        11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       12th       11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       19th        3pm       Carol Service 
          The Minister 
           
 Sunday       26th       11am        Boxing Day 
          The Minister 
Please note: there will be no Christmas morning  
service this year.              
 

 SERVICES IN JANUARY 
 

 Sunday        2nd       11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday        9th        11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       16th        3pm        The Minister 
 
 Sunday       23rd       11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       30th       11am       The Minister 
 
  
 
All contributions intended for inclusion in the February/March edition of 

the Newsletter should be handed to the Minister by  
Sunday 23rd January please. 

Great Meeting Chapel Newsletter for  
December 2010 and January 2011 



DIARY FOR DECEMBER 
 
Saturday      4th     2.30pm           East Midland District Quarterly 
            Meeting at Mansfield  
 
Wednesday  8th    12 noon          District Christmas Lunch  at 
             Great Hucklow 
            (advance booking essential) 
  
Saturday     18th    12.30pm        Setting up of the tree and decorations 
             in Chapel following the Coffee Shop 
 
Sunday        19th     4pm              Christmas Tea in the Garden Room 
                        following the Carol Service                                    
 
    

DIARY FOR JANUARY 
 
Friday         14th      8pm        ‘Friday Group’ meets in the Garden Room  
    - subject - ‘Aspects of Buddhism’ 
 
Sunday       16th      4pm         Meeting of the ’Making Things Happen 
      Group’ in the Garden Room      
 
Sunday       30th     12.30pm   Meeting of the Chapel Vestry Commitee  
       in the garden Room      
 

 
The Coffee Shop is open every  

 Saturday morning 10.30am-12.30pm.  
 
 
 
 
Further dates and times of the Vestry and Making Things Happen Group 
meetings will be announced from the pulpit. 
 
Our thanks to Tony Fletcher for many of the photographs included in 
this edition of the newsletter. 

 
 



From The Minister…... 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
A colleague of mine was once in a group of clergymen, when it was  
discovered that he was a Unitarian. “And what”, asked a very  
evangelical individual, “is your Good News?” 
 
It was rather an aggressive question , but fair enough I suppose. And 
particularly at this time of year, when we celebrate the birth of Jesus 
who brought his own unique Good News or Gospel into the world, we 
ought also to have a worthwhile answer to that individual’s  enquiry. 
What is our Unitarian Good News? 
 
I have no hesitation in saying that one of the most illuminating and  
inspirational statements ever made on the coming of Jesus into the 
world, was uttered by the most eminent Unitarian of his day, James 
Martineau. 
 
What he had to say amounts to our Good News, perhaps particularly 
at Christmas time, but also throughout the year.  
 
“ The Incarnation is true”, he wrote "not of Christ exclusively, but of 
man universally…” . In other words. Our Good News is that there is a 
spark of the divine in everyone. 
 
In Genesis we read that we are created in the image of God, and that 
God saw that this was good. 
 
One of the Quaker founding-fathers, George Fox, went about (as he 
put it), “greeting that of God in every man...”. 
      
The Unitarian position has  always been that Jesus was fully human: 
born naturally of a human mother; not a superman and not someone 
outside nature. Martineau’s perception was that the humanity of Jesus 
does not preclude his divinity either. 
 
As once more we join together in our great Christmas Festival,  
celebrating the angelic message of peace and goodwill to all  
humankind, we are also celebrating one of the most lucid and  



illuminating truths of our belief: that everyone is capable of responding 
to the appeal of the holy, for there is that which is holy in each of us 
too. 
 
And now as the old year ends and the New Year dawns, let us take 
our message of good news with us into 2011, and I pray that it may 
prove to be a year of greater happiness, peace and gentleness for us 
all. 
 
With sincere good wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all our 
members and friends. 
 
     from  

 
Annie,  Kate, Jenny, Christian and Arthur. 

 
     

At the heart of winter 
 
The dog barks in the winter garden 

 At a fox or pheasant in the field below. 
  Now thoughts of Spring are all forgotten, 
  And efforts are all about getting through. 
 
  The post arrives in the afternoon. 
  Days are spent in the curtained room, 
  Nursing the fire and next to the phone, 
  With a library book or the radio on. 
 
  The sun is a coin on the eye of the day. 
  The people have fled like the birds away. 
  On the breast of the land the snow lies down, 
  And breathless calm fills field and barn. 
 
  There’s a sound of death, and the sound of birth; 
  The sound of blessing, and a stifled curse. 
  We listen in the silence all over the earth: 
  God is cradling the universe 
  
       A.S 
 

 



A Unitarian Carol…… 
 
Our Carol Service this year will include a favorite of many of us  
“It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old…” But how 
many of us know that the author of this familiar carol was in fact a  
Unitarian Minister in America? 
 
Edmund Hamilton Sears, was born in Western Massachusetts on  
6th April, 1810, and died in 1876. A graduate of the Harvard Divinity 
School, he was a retiring soul who by choice lived and served small 
Unitarian congregations in the vicinity of Boston, where he could  
devote himself without too much interruption to his studies and his  
writing. 
 
His world-famous carol is said to have been written at the request of a 
friend, W.P. Lunt, a Minister in Quincy, Massachusetts. Sears wrote 
the work as a poem which was published in the Boston Christian  
Register that same year . Richard Storrs Willis (1819-!900), music 
critic for the New York Tribune, was inspired to put music to the poem, 
and it was first sung at the 1849 Sunday School Christmas celebra-
tion.  
 
It was inspired by the text in Luke 2, verses 13 and 14, concerning the 
vision of the heavenly host experienced by the shepherds: 
 
“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, goodwill to toward men…” 
 
It is that final sentiment which meant so much to Sears. Writing at the 
time of the American Civil War, the words of the third verse in  
particular carried a resonance for his own day, and sadly also for ours 
still:    

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
The world has suffered long; 

Beneath the angel strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong; 

And man, at war with man, hears not 
The love-song which they bring; 

O hush the noise, ye men of strife 
And hear the angels sing. 



Today when Unitarians in this country and in the USA might not give 
much literal credence to the myths surrounding the birth of Jesus, 
here is an example of piety in one of our ministers who obviously took 
the message of the ancient story to heart, and went on to make it 
acutely relevant, for his own contemporaries and ourselves. 
 
As we sing this carol again this Christmas, let us also remember the 
quiet minister who gave us these lovely words. 
 

Edmund Hamilton Sears 
1810-1876 

 



Cantores Martini in Concert…… 
 
On Saturday 30th October the Male Voice singers of Cantores Martini 
staged the third of their concert appearances here at Great Meeting. 
An extremely entertaining and musically skilful evening consisting of a 
wide variety of pieces, including some truly impressive organ solos 
played by Simon Headley, was thoroughly enjoyed by all those  
present. 
 
Our grateful thanks to all who helped organise this pleasurable event. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congregational Lunch…… 
 
Following the service on Sunday 7th November twenty-three of us 
congregated into the Garden Room to listen (and hopefully memorise) 
Tony’s explanation of the route to the village of Sileby. The reason 
was the Great Meeting lunch outing to The White Swan pub, to show  
appreciation of Theresa's culinary contribution to the success of the 
Summer Garden Party. 
 
By 1pm we were all in our seats in the wonderfully quirky and homely 
back room of Theresa’s award-winning establishment.  The aroma 
from the kitchen was enticing and we were all feeling eager for the 
food to arrive. It didn’t disappoint. The starters were delicious and the 
accompanying, home-made bread was, in retrospect, too good (over-
indulgence certainly ruined my chances of fitting in a third course).  
 
 



 
                              
    

The ‘mains’ were also first class and those of us  who chose the roast 
dinner option can now personally attest to the excellence of the local 
butcher who supplies Theresa with her meat. I envied fellow diners 
who had left space for a dessert but that was the only (very minor) blot 
on my enjoyment of a lovely lunch, shared with excellent company in 
great surroundings. 
 
Theresa – you did us proud. Thanks for the wonderful food and the 
waiting staff for the cheerful and efficient way that they looked after us. 
I hope that there will be another Great Meeting trip out to you in 2011 
– in the meantime, did that garlic mushroom which zoomed off my 
plate when I attempted to spear it ever turn up? 

          Nicky Drucquer 

 

 

  

Images of the day 



Continuing Support for Asylum Seekers in 
Leicester…... 
It will be of great benefit to genuine refugees if we at Great Meeting 
can continue to make contributions  to  provide some of  the basic  
necessities of life. A box is available at Chapel as a collection point for 
donated items.   

The British Red Cross (244 London Road) has an on going 
need for the following suggested items, plus anything else you 
would normally buy for yourself or your family: 
 
Tinned goods: tomatoes/ kidney beans/ chick peas/ tuna/ mackerel/ 
corned beef/ tinned fruit/ tinned vegetables/ baked beans/ soup 
Dried foods: rice/ maize meal/ lentils/ cous cous/ dried fruit/ noodles/ 
sugar/ porridge/ flour/ pasta 
Long life goods: cooking oil/ cereal bars/ nuts/ cereal/ crisps/ indian 
savoury mix/ chocolate/ biscuits 
Drinks: fruit juice/ tea/ coffee/ drinking chocolate/ dried milk/ long-life 
milk/ squash/ water 
Toiletries: toothpaste/ toothbrushes/ soap/ toilet paper/ shampoo/ 
sanitary towels/ face and body creams/ shaving equipment 
Baby items: nappies/ baby wipes/ oil/ baby milk/ baby food jars/ baby 
bath liquid 
Also: tin openers/ cutlery/ crockery/ pans/ towels/ sleeping bags/  
t-shirts/ supermarket and other shopping vouchers/ mobile telephone 
top-up vouchers/ writing paper/ envelopes/ stamps 
 
      Many thanks  
  
 
For more details contact Gill on: 07716 073403 or  

Leicester@cityofsanctuary.com 



Christmas Tea Contributions….. 
 
If you would like to contribute towards the Christmas Tea by baking a 
few mince pies or a cake, it would be very much appreciated.  
 
There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers in the Garden Room. 

 
 

Great Meeting Chapel 
Leicester 

 

Christmas Carols  
by candlelight  

 

Sunday 19th December 
at 3pm 

 
- all welcome - 

 
followed by 

 
Christmas Tea  

in the Garden Room 
 

Come and join us with family and friends. 



G M NEWS …… 
 
Birth Congratulations….. 
 
To proud grandparents Cathy and Alan Bailey, their daughter Alice 
and son in law Stuart, on the safe arrival of Alec John Gadsden on 
Tuesday 30th November 2010, St Andrews Day, which will have 
pleased his Scottish Daddy! A little brother for Christopher. 

 
 
 
 
 

Alec pictured here on his birthday with Grandma Cathy, his Mummy Alice  
and big brother Christopher. 



News….. 
 
Introducing Daniel….. 
 
Pictured here proud grandparents 
Ruth and Phil Archer with  their grand-
son Daniel James Blake Bowler who 
was born in Auckland New Zealand on 
Wednesday 29th September 2010. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Joan Baker leaves Leicester….. 
 
On 1st December Mrs Joan Baker, friend of Great Meeting and widow 
of our late member George Baker leaves these shores to begin a new 
life in New Zealand. Many of us came to know Joan well as she often 
attended services with George, and was of course sister-in-law to our 
late organist Mrs Betty Meadows. 
 
Joan is going to live in Rotorua near to her daughter, and we wish her 
bon voyage and every future happiness. 

Daniel with his Mummy Helen  
and Grandparents  

Ruth and Phil 

Many thanks to Cathy and Alan, 
Ruth and Phil for sharing these 

lovely photos with us all. 



News….. 
 

Mike’s Moustache….. 
 
You may have noticed that Mike Drucquer’s top 
lip has been a little hairier than usual!  
Read onto find out why - 
 
Leicester Mercury.  
Wednesday, November 24, 2010 
 

Medics' efforts grow charity fund 
 
A group of doctors have joined the growing  
number of men across Leicestershire who are cultivating moustaches 
of all shapes and sizes to raise money for charity. 

 
The international Movember campaign, 
which runs throughout November, raises 
money and awareness of prostate  
cancer. 
 
Three GPs from the South Wigston 
Health Centre and one from the nearby 
Bushloe End Surgery are among the  
latest to give up the razor. 

 
Dr Andy Ward from the South Wigston centre, said: "There is a lot  
going on for breast cancer and we wanted to do something to raise 
awareness of prostate cancer. Men are less likely to come forward 
and are less willing to talk about health issues. There are four male 
doctors in the practice and as one of them, Andrew Sharp, already 
has a moustache we decided to join him by growing our own. My wife 
isn't keen on the growth and I will definitely be shaving my moustache 
off at the end of the month." 
 
So far, Dr Ward and colleagues Mike Drucquer and Richard Vickery, 
as well as Rob Hampton, from the Bushloe End surgery, in Wigston, 
have raised about £120, but are hoping more will come in before the 
end of the month. 
 

To support Mike and his ’whiskers’ you can make a  
donation via Arthur or the website  
- http//uk.movember.com/?home  

 

 



News….. 
 

A Fond Farewell to Frieda ….. 
 
Dear all, 
 
The past months have flown by really quickly. My return to Germany is 
now imminent. I will move to Bremen in northwest Germany to con-
tinue my scientific work at a company there. As glad as I am to be 
close to my family again, I also feel very sad to leave Leicester. Hav-
ing met you all made my decision to leave even harder!  From the first 
day I came to Chapel earlier this year I felt warmly welcomed and 
comfortable in your midst.  I am very grateful that I have found such a 
marvellous group of individuals. I enjoyed your welcoming companion-
ship, your open minds and non-judgemental acceptance of diversity, 
may that be in character, belief or lifestyle choice. Thanks to Arthur’s 
well pointed words and prayers Sunday Services always felt like an 
isle of peace and contentment, completed by a shared coffee time. I 
will be leaving Leicester with fond memories of the Great Meeting 
Congregation! 
 
Thank you all for welcoming me and being the way you are! I hope we 
stay in touch. My new email-address is f-teichert@gmx.de. 
 
        All the very best for you all, 
        Frieda 

Frieda pictured here at the Open Garden Event 
with Gabi. 



News…..    
 

Welcome….. 
 
A warm welcome is extended to the members of the Leicestershire 
Fungi Study Group. (Field Mycology and Conservation safeguarding 
fungi). Members will meet on the fourth Thursday of the month  
beginning 27th January 2011. 
 
Should you be interested in joining the group contact - Richard Iliffe 
Email: richard55@waitrose.com or our own Tony Fletcher. 
 
Chapel Flowers….. 
 
If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel, in memoriam, 
to mark a special anniversary, or to simply to take a turn, please  
contact our Flower Secretary, Morag Jones. 
 
Great Meeting Cookbook…. 
 
If you have favourite dish you would like to see included in the new 
edition, please bring your recipes in to Chapel or email them to -
anniestew@hotmail.co.uk 
   
Chapel Website 
 
Work continues on the Chapel website. A new page has been added 
specifically to advertise forthcoming events .  
 
If you have copies of photographs, particularly of past members 
and chapel events, or simply photographs of the buildings or 
grounds, Annie Stewart would be very pleased to scan them for  
inclusion on the website. The intention is to use the photo album page 
as an archive of photographs both past and present relating to Great 
Meeting  
 
Please contact Annie Tel.01509 812236 or  
   Email: anniestew@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Visit the website: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 

 



News….. 
 

New Coffee Shop Coordinator….. 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
I have nominated and elected myself the coordinator for the Coffee 
Shop with Annie's blessing. This means I will be press-ganging people 
to volunteer to be second in command at the Saturday morning Coffee 
Shop. It also means that I will take responsibility for organising  
alternative volunteers should sickness or crisis mean that either Annie 
or a volunteer are unable to attend. 
 
The duties are not onerous, and there are good systems in place. All 
that is required is the ability to boil a kettle and load a dishwasher, 
along with the  love of your fellow men and a cheerful smile. 
 
It would be great if everyone (and I mean everyone) volunteers for one 
shift a year. Tony and Arthur proved to be a slick team at a recent 
event, thereby demonstrating multitasking is possible. Those of you 
who live locally might consider volunteering for one session every two 
to three months. 
 
I will set up a rota which will be displayed in the kitchen and circulated 
to all. Please let me know your preferred date(s) either by email - 
 fossilmatron@msn.com or have a word when you see me at chapel. 
  
Coffee Shop Gift Vouchers….. 
 
This also gives me the opportunity to remind you that Gift Vouchers 
are available to buy at £2, for a drink and a cake. This would be a 
great item to put in Christmas cards to local friends and family. Not 
only do they benefit from excellent refreshments, but also they get to 
see the chapel and might consider it as a venue for a function, or 
spend some money on books and jams, Better still give them two so 
that they can bring a friend. Vouchers are available from Annie. 
 
     Kind regards 
 
      Diane 



Great Meeting Stocking Fillers….. 
 
Not quite finished your Christmas shopping yet? 
 
Looking for those last-minute presents? 
 
Don’t forget the wide selection of Preserves both sweet and sour and 
a few remaining packs of Chapel Notelets and Cards available to 
buy after Sunday service or at the Saturday Coffee Shop. 
 
The choice of preserves now includes delicious home-made mince-
meat, marmalades, jams and conserves, chutneys, pickles and  
relishes, all sold in aid of Chapel funds. 
 
Make Santa’s stocking bulge with good things to eat this year , and 
give yourself a treat too! The Clementine Marmalade comes highly 
recommended. 
 
Our thanks to Simon, Annie and Arthur’s brother-in-law, for all his hard 
work producing the above on our behalf. So far sales have raised 
£176.  



 
WEA at Great Meeting…… 
 
 
Spring term classes starting week commencing 
17th January 2011. 
 
  
Common experience in three great English poets 
 10 meetings Monday 1.30-3.30pm 
 Tutor: John Florence 
 
Archaeology of death and burial 
 10 meetings  Wednesday 1.30-3.30pm 
 Tutor: Stephanie Vann 
 
Secrets of the Record Office 
 10 meetings Thursday 10.30-12.30pm 
 Tutor: Cynthia Brown 
 
 

For information about these and other WEA courses, please contact 
WEA Office, Vaughan College, St Nicholas Circle, Leicester, LE1 4LB. 

 
Telephone  0116 2519740, email amiles@wea.org.uk 

 
Committed to Equality and Diversity 

Workers’ Educational association, registered charity number:1112775. 
Company limited by guarantee in England and Wales number:2806910 

Registered office:70 Clifton Street, London, EC2A 4HB. www.wea.org.uk 



And Finally…. Some Christmas Crackers 
 
“Great British Wit” - edited by R Jarski 
 
Seeing that it is the Christmas season, when crackers are pulled, pa-
per hats are worn, and terrible jokes enjoyed, our book review for this 
issue comprises of some witticisms from a recent publication entitled 
Great British Wit,  edited by R Jarski. 
 
Firstly, on the subject of Religion in general: 
 
“It is the test of a good religion whether you can joke about it“ -  
G K Chesterton. 
 
“Christianity might be a good thing if anyone ever tried it“ -  
George Bernard Shaw. 
 
“There are no atheists in foxholes“ -  William Cummings. 
 
“Prayer must not be answered: if it is, it ceases to be prayer and  
becomes correspondence“ - Oscar Wilde. 
 
“The total absence of humour in the Bible is one of the most singular 
things in all literature“ - A N Whitehead. 
 
“The vicar addressed his congregation: I have good news and bad 
news. The good news is, we have enough money to pay for the new 
roof for the church. The bad news is, its still out there in your  
pockets“ - Lewis Rathbone. 
 
And finally, some tips to help us to fully appreciate the festive season: 
 
“I can only properly enjoy carol services if I am having an illicit affair 
with someone in the congregation. Why is this? Because they are es-
sentially pagan, not Christian, celebrations“ - Alan Clark. 
 
“The crackers contained, as usual, paper hats, none of which ever 
suited my grandmother and made her look either like Napoleon on a 
bad day, or a member of the French Revolution on route for Versailles 
with a grievance“ - Arthur Marshall. 



 
 
“If I sent a Christmas card to Gilbert Harding, he would add to my 
words ‘from Hubert Gregg’ the words ‘and Gilbert Harding’, and send it 
on to someone else“ - Hubert Gregg. 
 
“If the soup had been as warm as the claret, if the claret had been as 
old as the turkey, if the turkey had been as fat as the host, it would 
have been a splendid meal“ - Donald McCollough. 
   

*** 
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas 

 
Arthur 



The Presence of an Open Heart   

Monthly Zen Meditation Practice for Anyone 
 

  
  
                                                                 

  
 
 
 
 
 

First Thursday of Every Month,  
7.30-9.30pm 

The Garden Room 
Great Meeting Chapel 

 
Zen is the art of entering fully into the present moment, able to  
appreciate whatever arises as the beauty of our own life.  The monthly 
session will teach simple Zen meditation based on the Chinese and 
Japanese tradition, together with an opportunity to speak about your 
experience and learn from each other.  No experience is necessary, and 
people of any faith (or none!) are welcome- the practice will be taught 
free from any particular religious angle.  The sessions are led by a 
member of the International Zen Peacemakers community, who apply 
the spirit of Zen to social service, peace work, and multi-faith  
cooperation.  

 Suggested donation £4/£5  
 

Email greatheartzendo@gmail.com for info, 
                  or call Chris Starbuck on 0116 2875220 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
                                                                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
       
 
 
 

 
 

   Great Meeting 
 Coffee Shop 

 
Every Saturday  

Morning  
 

10.30am-12.30pm 
 

Take respite from the hustle and 
bustle of the shops. Come and 
join us for a chat or a quiet read 

of the newspaper. 
 

Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Homemade preserves for sale 



G M on the Map…… 
 
Following a recent reorganisation of the road network in the vicinity of 
Chapel, the most direct route remains - from Vaughan Way, via 
Church Gate, St Peter’s Lane and East Bond Street. When leaving 
Chapel - via  St Peter’s Lane, Mansfield Street and Abbey Street onto  
Vaughan Way. See Map below. 
 
Leicester City Centre showing Great Meeting Chapel 

Great 
Meeting 
Chapel 
Chapel Great 

Meeting 
Chapel 
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