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SERVICES IN APRIL 
 

 Sunday        3rd        11am   Mothering Sunday     
                  The Minister 
 
 Sunday       10th       11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       17th        3pm       Palm Sunday  
                   The Minister 
 
 Sunday       24th       11am     Easter Sunday     
                   The Minister 
 

 SERVICES IN MAY 
 

 Sunday        1st        11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday         8th       11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       *15th       3pm       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       22nd      11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       29th       11am       The Minister 
 
 *Please note that this service will now be held at the usual time, and 

not in the morning as had been stated in the timetable of annual 
events issued by the Making Things Happen Group. 

 
All contributions intended for inclusion in the Summer edition of the 

Newsletter should be handed to the Minister by  
Sunday 15th May please. 

Great Meeting Chapel Newsletter for  
April and May 2011 



 
 
DIARY FOR APRIL 
 
  
Saturday     2nd    12.30pm    Making Things Happen Group Meeting
                          in the Garden Room following Coffee Shop 
 
Saturday     9th     7.30pm            Concertante Singers Concert 
                     Tickets available on the door include 
           refreshments. 
 
Sunday      10th    12.30pm             Chapel Vestry Meeting                         
          in the Garden Room following morning service 
  
Friday        15th    8pm          ‘Friday Group’ meets in the Garden Room 
                    - subject - ‘Judaism’. All welcome. 
   

DIARY FOR MAY 
 
 
Friday        13th    8pm          ‘Friday Group’ meets in the Garden Room 
                     - subject - ‘Christianity’. All welcome. 
 
Sunday      15th    3pm                 Chapel Annual General Meeting 
             Following the afternoon service 
 
 
Sunday      22nd    4pm              East Midland District Joint Service 
       will be held at Derby.  
                  Preacher Neville Kenyon  
       (GA President 2010-11). All welcome. 
 
Further dates and times of the Vestry and Making Things Happen Group 

meetings will be announced from the pulpit. 
 
 

The Coffee Shop is open every  
 Saturday morning 10.30am-12.30pm.  

 
 
 



From the Minister…... 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
There are two kinds of people in life: those who are collectors and 
those who are not. I belong to the second sort (unless of course we 
are talking about Easter eggs…). 
 
My mother, who led an international life before she married (her father 
was an accountant with Texaco), built up a first class stamp collection. 
She thought I needed a hobby and she tried to encourage me to do 
something similar. So I made several false starts, with coins, stamps, 
and even at one time with matchbox labels. Eventually we both  
realised that it was not going to work and it was agreed that the idea 
be abandoned. 
 
Since then I have had the opportunity to observe the effects of  
collecting in other people’s lives. 
 
A friend of ours who has quite a wide circle of acquaintances once let 
it become known that she enjoyed collecting frogs: ceramic, glass or 
metal varieties usually. The result was that over the years people 
gradually inundated her with the things: frogs from the seaside, frogs 
from abroad; so many in fact that she wished she had never  
mentioned it in the first place. 
 
And then there is the other sort of collector who is the person who 
finds it extremely difficult to throw anything away. One particular  
individual we know occupies a spacious home, but because of his 
habits, every square inch of his property has become filled with  
collections. Newspaper stacks take up a lot of room. But then there 
are the small stones he picks up and piles on the windowsills; and 
coins, and books, and every sort of thing. When his home became so 
full that he ran out of living space he adopted the simple expedient of 
putting up a large shed in his garden into which he moved. And when 
that became full, he put up another… 
 
I said I am not a collector, but people still give me things as if I were. 
And one of the most frequently given items I receive are prayers or 
meditations: little slips of paper with unusual or out of the way  
 



devotions which might interest me, or which I may be able to use in a 
service, or indeed in this newsletter, and for which I am always  
extremely grateful. 
 
One of the most recent, unexpected and effective was called  
“The Old Man Born of Dreams”, written (I think) by Nancy Wood. 

 
You must not be afraid to travel 

where there are no roads. 
You must not give in to the darkness 

when there is no sign of light. 
You must not be afraid to grow wings 

when you are tired of the ground. 
You must not be afraid to swim 

when you are nothing but a stone. 
If experience is the child born of risk, then 
acceptance is the old man born of dreams. 

 
One of the finest collections anyone can make in life is (to use the old 
expression) “the getting of wisdom”. I know each one of us is a  
collector and sharer in this respect, each in our own way. It is part of 
what we come to Chapel for and share in our fellowship. This will not 
clutter our home, nor will it ever be an unwanted gift. Long may our 
accumulations grow. 
 

Best wishes and Easter Greetings to all our chapel 
members and friends 

 
          Arthur. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

The Medicine 
 

Books are the medicine 
to salve our life apart, 

while the long and difficult cure goes on 
to reconcile our hearts 

 
to what we must discover, 

to what we can’t forget: 
our utter singularity: 
our glory and regret. 

 
We slowly sip the sentences 

that say not quite alone 
someone this way has travelled, 

someone this way has gone; 
 

too distant to communicate 
by cable or by phone, 

but has left a mark of contact 
in the few words of a poem.   

 
A.S. 



An Evening of Poetry and Prose…... 
 
On Friday 25th February chapel members and friends met in the  
Garden Room for an evening of Poetry and Prose accompanied by 
wine and cheese refreshments. 
 
The suggestion to hold an evening of readings had been made at an 
earlier ‘Making Things Happen’ meeting, when the idea was adopted 
by a small group of us. It was not expected to attract a large crowd. 
 
In the event there were approaching twenty people present and the 
evening was a great success. 
 
Extracts of prose and poems of the widest variety (some of them life-
long favourites) were read out to the group in turn and it seemed that 
everyone was really appreciative of every contribution. 
 
Gratitude was expressed to Annie and the Coffee Shop funds for pro-
viding the cheese, wine and nibbles (all of which went down very well), 
and the occasion closed with suggestions that we repeat it again later 
in the year. 
 
Zen Group celebrate Robbie Burns…. 

With thanks to Chris Starbuck for the photograph. 
The Zen Group meet the 1st Thursday of each 

month at 7pm in the Garden Room. 



A letter from Japan…… 
 
A friend just sent this to me from the Buddhist meditation group that 
she is part of in South Africa. The 'special letter from Japan resident' is 
beautiful.  

‘Things here in Sendai have been rather surreal. But I am very 
blessed to have wonderful friends who are helping me a lot. Since my 
shack is even more worthy of that name, I am now staying at a friend’s 
home. We share supplies like water, food and a kerosene heater. We 
sleep lined up in one room, eat by candlelight, share stories. It is 
warm, friendly, and beautiful. 

During the day we help each other clean up the mess in our homes. 
People sit in their cars, looking at news on their navigation screens, or 
line up to get drinking water when a source is open. If someone has 
water running in their home, they put out sign so people can come to 
fill up their jugs and buckets. 

Utterly amazingly where I am there has been no looting, no pushing in 
lines. People leave their front door open, as it is safer when an earth-
quake strikes. People keep saying, “Oh, this is how it used to be in the 
old days when everyone helped one another.” 

Quakes keep coming. Last night they struck about every 15 minutes. 
Sirens are constant and helicopters pass overhead often. 

We got water for a few hours in our homes last night, and now it is for 
half a day.  
Electricity came on this afternoon. Gas has not yet come on. But all of 
this is by area. Some people have these things, others do not. No one 
has washed for several days. We feel grubby, but there are so much 
more important concerns than that for us now. I love this peeling away 
of non-essentials. Living fully on the level of instinct, of intuition, of car-
ing, of what is needed for survival, not just of me, but of the entire 
group. 

There are strange parallel universes happening. Houses a mess in 
some places, yet then a house with futons or laundry out drying in the  

 
E 



sun. People lining up for water and food, and yet a few people out 
walking their dogs. All happening at the same time. 

Other unexpected touches of beauty are first, the silence at night. No 
cars. No one out on the streets. And the heavens at night are scat-
tered with stars. I usually can see about two, but now the whole sky is 
filled. The mountains are Sendai are solid and with the crisp air we 
can see them silhouetted against the sky magnificently. 

And the Japanese themselves are so wonderful. I come back to my 
shack to check on it each day, now to send this e-mail since the elec-
tricity is on, and I find food and water left in my entranceway. I have no 
idea from whom, but it is there. Old men in green hats go from door to 
door checking to see if everyone is OK. People talk to complete 
strangers asking if they need help. I see no signs of fear. Resignation, 
yes, but fear or panic, no. 

They tell us we can expect aftershocks, and even other major quakes, 
for another month or more. And we are getting constant tremors, rolls, 
shaking, rumbling. I am blessed in that I live in a part of Sendai that is 
a bit elevated, a bit more solid than other parts. So, so far this area is 
better off than others.  Last night my friend’s husband came in from 
the country, bringing food and water. Blessed again. 

Somehow at this time I realize from direct experience that there is in-
deed an enormous Cosmic evolutionary step that is occurring all 
over the world right at this moment. And somehow as I experi- ence 
the events happening now in Japan, I can feel my heart opening very 
wide. My brother asked me if I felt so small because of all that is hap-
pening. I don’t. Rather, I feel as part of something happening that 
much larger than myself. This wave of birthing (worldwide) is hard, 
and yet magnificent.’ 

It is anonymously written, but I have tracked down the source to a 
woman called Anne (You'll find the letter at - 
http://www.bohobride.co.uk/boho-bride/for-japan-with-love-bloggers-
day-of-silence.html, but apparently it has been published on many 
websites recently). 
 
                       With thanks to Gabi Withhaus 



EMU Annual Joint Service…… 
 
The East Midland District Annual Joint Service this year will be 
held at Derby on Sunday 22nd May, at 4pm, when the preacher will 
be Mr Neville Kenyon, GA President 2010 - 2011.  
 
We are delighted that Neville was able to accept our invitation to  
attend, especially so as his year of office will have been such a busy 
time for him, with a schedule which will have taken him to dozens of 
our congregations across the country. 
 
Please come to support this annual district occasion. If anyone would 
like directions to the Derby chapel, please contact Arthur. 
 

Neville Kenyon - President 2010-2011 
Friendly and forward-looking Neville    
Kenyon, a life-long Unitarian who lives in 
Bury, Lancashire, was installed as the 
President of the General Assembly for 
2010-2011 at the Annual Meetings in    
Nottingham on 11 April. He is emphasising 
the openness and flexibility of               
Unitarianism, and his wish to encourage 
the quest for spiritual understanding and 
innovation, by choosing 'Nurture Your 
Freedom' as his theme.  

Both practical and imaginative, Neville has 
a long history of energetic service to the 

denomination. He joined the Unitarian Young People's League in the 
1950s and was its President in 1961. He has been a member of the 
General Assembly's Council and served from its inception on the   
successor body, the Executive Committee, until he was elected    
Vice-President in 2009. He is passionate about publicising              
Unitarianism and is a member of the General Assembly's             
Communications Commission and a Director of the Board of the      
Inquirer Publishing Company (2004) which produces the Unitarian  
paper, The Inquirer. He is chairman of the congregation of Bury      

 



the openness and flexibility of               

President in 2009. He is passionate about publicising              
Unitarianism and is a member of the General Assembly's             

Unitarian Church. Among his many achievements is the adoption by 
the General Assembly of a colour-scheme, typography and imagery 
which gives the Movement a 'consistent identity'.  

He is a steadfast supporter of any cause he takes up, is unfailingly 
genial, and, with a flair for selecting silk ties and elegant suits, is very 
possibly the best-dressed man in the Movement! 

Neville recognises that Unitarians are in an ideal position to provide in 
the 21st century a home for those who have a spiritual hunger but are 
repelled by the creeds and dogmas of more orthodox faith groups. 
'We are in an ideal position,' he says, to reflect a growing imperative 
for a spirituality unfettered by narrow creeds and dogmas. He wants to 
encourage social networking between the newer members throughout 
the country. "People come to us from a myriad of backgrounds", he 
says "but they have all made a journey to find their spiritual home with 
us. The mutual support provided by networking on the web adds a 
valuable communication dimension for newcomers stretching beyond 
their local congregation".  

In the wider society, Neville is much involved in community affairs and 
for the past ten years has been chairman of the Huddersfield Canal 
Society. In Bury itself he has, for almost twenty years served as a  
governor of Tottington High School and recently retired as president of 
Bury Liberal Democrats. He contested the 1997 general election as 
Lib Dem candidate for the Bury North constituency.  

During his working career, Neville was the managing director of a 
plastics manufacturing company in Tameside, Greater Manchester. 
He is married to Betty and looks forward to celebrating their golden 
wedding in a year's time.  



Thoughts on which to ponder…… 
 
The following is a short piece clipped from the Leicester Mercury 
some 25 years ago - 
 
‘One day this column may strike a whimsical note: another time it may 
be reflective. In a similar way are the changes rung in daily life, as  
expressed by the Reverend Charles Stephen of Nebraska,  
preaching at Great Meeting Unitarian Church, Leicester, where he 
was on an exchange ministry. 
 
Today I am young and tomorrow I will be old and struggling to adjust 
to age. Today I am virtuous, or reasonably so, but tomorrow I may do 

that which appals me and my need will be for understanding. 
 

Today I may be surrounded by friends, and tomorrow I may be lonely 
and in need of friendship. 

 
Today I am strong; tomorrow I may be weak. 

 
Today I have courage about life; tomorrow I may fear the future. 

 
Today my hours are full of worthwhile activity; tomorrow there may be 

emptiness. 
 

Today I am in possession of myself; tomorrow I may be confused and 
lost. 

 
Today I am alive, and tomorrow death may come and look upon me. 

 
Each person lives life inwardly as well as outwardly; and each life 

changes each day; and each of us, whether we admit to ourselves or 
not, is sustained or hurt by the reaction of other people. 

 
Sobering thoughts on which to ponder. 
 
    With thanks to Freda Betts 



 

  Great Meeting Chapel 
  Leicester                                                   

 

North West Arts 
      Presents 

An Evening of Music 
 

With 

Concertante 
 

Saturday 9th April  

at 7.30 pm 

Tickets at the door £ 5.00 

Includes Refreshments 
 

www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 



 

Courtesy of Dr David Wykes, Dr Williams’s Library 
 

Calculate your own spiritual state, reading from the middle of the scale -- 



 

May 
I lay beneath an apple tree 

When fragile blossoms pearled the air, 
Laburnums loosened caskets gold, 
The lilac’s scent was everywhere; 
I heard a lark mount in the skies, 

The murmur of the bees that keep 
Their tryst with blossom time, and soon, 

My senses lulled, I fell asleep. 
 

When I awoke the apple bough 
Was strangely beautiful to see; 

Flushed with the rose of dawn it shone 
With light of immorality; 

The lark sang on, the droning bee 
Amidst the apple bough was heard, 

And for a moment I was one 
With blossom, passing bee and bird. 

 
Taken from  

 
‘The Invisible Sun’ by Muriel Hilton 

 



 
 



The Grand Piano Appeal…… 
 

One Enchanted Evening 
 

We are pleased to announce a special musical event, organised in  
order to raise funds for our grand piano . We hope this will be one of 
many such gatherings. We are proud and excited about our  
collaboration with  David Kent, a member of our congregation and a 
talented singer and actor.  
 
In an all-new show David will perform songs from musicals such as 
My Fair Lady, Les Miserables, Joseph, and Mamma Mia! And there’s 
comedy - with songs from Tom Lehrer (composer of the classic  
Masochism Tango), Bette Midler and others.  
 
Completing this elegant soiree there will be wine and nibbles in the 
Garden Room; and all proceeds will go towards the Piano Appeal. 
 

  Buy tickets online at: 
 http://www.davidkent.ticket.ticketsource.co.uk 
 
The Chapel Vestry launched its appeal at the end of January to raise 
approximately £900  to purchase a metal floor frame on wheels to 
strengthen our grand piano and enable it to be moved more easily 
and safely.  
 
Our thanks to those who have already promised donations and to 
David Kent who has so generously offered to organise and perform 
for us on Friday 24th June. 
 
If you would like to contribute towards the Grand Piano Appeal 
please sign-up on the sheet in the Garden Room or alternatively  
contact the minister. Every amount raised will be very gratefully  
received. 



G M NEWS …… 
 
Condolences….. 
 
We are very sorry to record the death of Rev Patrick Timperley’s 
mother. She passed away very peacefully on Saturday afternoon, 26th 
March last. No further details are available yet as we go to print, but 
the congregation at Great Meeting, where Patrick was a member prior 
to his training for the ministry and subsequent appointment as minister 
at the Old Meeting House, Mansfield, wish to convey to his family and 
himself our sincere sympathy at this sad time. 
 
In Memory…. 
 
As recorded in our last issue, the funeral of the late Marjorie Evans, 
wife of our late minister emeritus Rev Leslie Evans, took place on 3rd 
February in Macclesfield where Marjorie had been living. 
 
We are pleased to say that members of Marjorie’s and Les’ family  
intend to be present at our Palm Sunday service on 17th April at 3pm. 
There will be an opportunity for the congregation to pay their respects 
to Marjorie when her ashes are scattered in the  
garden after the service. 
 
Legacy to provide Rosemary and Lavender bushes….. 
 
As reported at the time, the late George Baker, a lifelong member at 
Great Meeting, had left a provision in his will for bushes of rosemary 
and lavender to be purchased and planted in the chapel garden. 
Tony Fletcher has now kindly obtained the first of these and more will 
be acquired and planted soon, -- our thanks to him. 
 
George Baker had particularly wished for these two shrubs to be a 
fragrant part of the garden in memory of the daughters of Dr Hurn, 
minister here in the 1930’s, both of whom George admired, -- and their 
names were, of course, Lavender and Rosemary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



News….. 
 
Theft of Lead from the chapel roof….. 
 
Early on the morning of Monday 14th March we received a telephone 
call from the gardener to say that a theft of lead from the Chancel and 
Garden Room roofs had been discovered. 
 
On investigation it appeared that the thieves had gained access to the 
rear of chapel via the wall adjoining the old wood-drying store, and 
from thence had scaled the roofs. The outside lights had been broken 
and disabled. 
 
We are grateful to Tom O’Connor (gardener) for his assistance in re-
porting the theft to the police. Broadbents was contacted. They sur-
veyed the site and provided emergency felting to cover the exposed 
areas. Damage in the region of £2000 occurred, and our claim is at 
present with the insurance company. 
 
The reaction of everyone involved in dealing with this incident was uni-
formly one of disgust: police, gardener, surveyors and insurance 
agents. All felt that the crime was a despicable attack on a “soft” tar-
get, made doubly worse because this is a place of worship. 
Sadly Great Meeting now joins the ranks of the substantial number of 
churches and chapels which have been the object of unscrupulous 
thieves and the metal merchants who receive their stolen goods. 
 
Great Meeting becomes a ‘hotspot’….. 
 
For a modest outlay from coffee shop funds Great Meeting now has 
Wi-Fi access to the internet. Connection is free to all chapel members 
and coffee shop customers alike, a current password will be available 
for users in the Garden Room. 
 
There have been several occasions of recent times when internet   
access would have been beneficial, and following a decision to  
manage the chapel day to day accounts online those  involved in 
keeping the accounts up to date can join together at chapel with  
laptops at the ready! 



News….. 
 
An updated list of proposed activities for 2011….. 
 
During a recent meeting of the ‘Making Things Happen Group’ ideas 
were put forward for events at Great Meeting and beyond for the  
forthcoming year 
 
 
Saturday 9th April      - ‘Concertante’ Singers, 7.30pm in Chapel. 
 
Sunday  22nd  May     -  East Midland District Joint Service  
      4pm, Friar Gate Chapel Derby.  
            Preacher Neville Kenyon  (GA President 2010-11) 
  
Sunday 12th June       - Summer picnic in the Chapel Garden  
       following morning service. 
 
Friday 24th June    - ‘ One Encanted Evening’ Concert  7.30pm in 
  Chapel with professional Actor and Singer David Kent. 
 
Saturday 20th August - Summer Fete in the Chapel Garden with 
     Enderby Youth Band. 
Saturday 10th September - Heritage Open Day and Leicester  
              Historic Churches Open Bike Ride 
    Chapel open from 10am to 5pm 
 
Sunday 25th September - Harvest Festival, Lunch and Sale of  
            Produce following the morning service. 
 
October (date to be announced)     - Leicester Rainbow Voices  
                Concert in Chapel. 
 
November (date to be announced) - Congregational Lunch at 
     the White Swan, Sileby. 
 
Sunday 18th December     - Carol Service and Christmas Tea 
 

All members, family, visitors and friends welcome 



News cont’….. 
 

Garden Room heating….. 
 
Our thanks to Steve Lynch our chapel caretaker for installing two 
new‘quiet’ radiant heaters in the Garden Room.  
 
Steve continues to work behind the scenes repairing and improving 
our premises. Our sincere thanks to him. 
 

Chapel Website….. 
 
Work continues on the Chapel website. A new page has been added 
specifically to advertise activities, clubs and societies currently using 
our rooms at Great Meeting .  
 
If you have copies of photographs, particularly of past members 
and chapel events, or simply photographs of the buildings or 
grounds, Annie Stewart would be very pleased to scan them for  
inclusion on the website. The intention is to use the photo album page 
as an archive of photographs both past and present relating to Great 
Meeting  
 
Please contact Annie Tel.01509 812236 or  
   Email: anniestew@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Visit the website: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
Coffee Shop Rota….. 
 
If you are free one Saturday to help with the Saturday Coffee Shop, 
please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Garden Room or 
email Diane fossilmatron@msn.com with your chosen date. 
 
Chapel Flowers….. 
 
If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel, in memoriam, 
to mark a special anniversary, or to simply to take a turn, please  
contact our Flower Secretary, Morag Jones. 



News….. 
 
Help Jenny achieve her goal…. 
 
 
   

Race for Life -  26th June 2011 
Loughborough 5k  

Last October I lost my wonderful Grandad to 
cancer. He had beaten it once before but didn't 
pull through the second time he was diagnosed. I loved my Grandad so 
much and my family and I miss him terribly. Losing my Grandad was the 
worst thing that has ever happened to me, I never realised how quickly 
someone can fade away due to cancer and in memory of my Grandad 
and his bravery I am determined to raise as much money to help other 
cancer sufferers beat cancer. 

I am running the 5k and my fundraising target is £500 but I hope to raise 
at least twice the amount...Please donate generously and help other can-
cer patients and their families overcome cancer. 

 

 

 

Grandad pictured here with Grandma on 
the Great Meeting trip to Oxford 2009. 



Cancer Research UK is the world's leading charity dedicated to beating  
cancer through research. We are fighting cancer on all fronts, finding new 
ways to prevent, diagnose and treat it to save more lives. We are entirely 
funded by the public. With your help, we can ensure more people beat  
cancer.  

 
 

If you would like to sponsor Jenny please visit - 

http://www.raceforlifesponsorme.org/jenniferstewart2009/ 

to donate online or contact Jenny - Tel. 01509 812236   

            -  Mob. 07542016148 

Raising money for Cancer Research UK 

Charity Registration No. in England and Wales 1089464, Scotland SC041666  
 

Thank you 

 



The Testimony Project…... 
 
“In my own words” is a new initiative from The 
Testimony Project providing a platform for 
women refugees and those who support them 
to speak out about issues close to their heart. 

 
Marjorie Nshemere-Ojule 

 
Marjorie is from Uganda. She and her  
husband were actively involved with  
opposition politics, especially the Forum for 
Democratic Change who wanted to end  
President Museveni’s term in office. Due to 
her political activity, she spent two separate periods in detention in 
safe houses. She was gang raped, as a result of which she conceived 
a child and lost another baby at 17 weeks, still born because of the 
torture she was experiencing. 
 
Seven months pregnant, Marjorie managed to escape through bribery 
and came to the UK leaving behind her eldest child, Sweetny who was 
only four years old at the time. What followed was a long battle for 
asylum after crucial information regarding her political persecution had 
not been obtained at the first interview. After almost six years Marjorie 
finally received indefinite leave to remain. However her battle was not 
over. While seeking asylum her mother was looking after Sweetny but 
died in 2008. Sweetny was alone at a boarding school. Marjorie went 
on to fight for Sweetny’s return and in April 2010 Sweetny and 
Marjorie were finally reunited. 
 
Since coming to the UK Marjorie has been an active speaker on 
women and asylum rights. She is a trustee of Women for Refugee 
Women and an active member of Women Asylum Seekers Together 
(WAST). She starred in Natasha Walter’s Motherland performance 
event, which tells the true stories of women and children who have 
been detained in Yarl’s Wood immigration removal centre. 
  
She lives in London with her two children, Sasha and Sweetny and 
studies a combined honours degree in Third World Development and 
Education and Community Development at University of East London. 
 

 Leicester, City of Sanctuary - working in City and County 
Registered Charity Number: 11380170 

  



Continuing Support for Asylum Seekers in 
Leicester…... 
It will be of great benefit to genuine refugees if we at Great Meeting 
can continue to make contributions  to  provide some of  the basic  
necessities of life. A box is available at Chapel as a collection point for 
donated items.   

The British Red Cross (244 London Road) has an on going 
need for the following suggested items, plus anything else you 
would normally buy for yourself or your family: 
 
Tinned goods: tomatoes/ kidney beans/ chick peas/ tuna/ mackerel/ 
corned beef/ tinned fruit/ tinned vegetables/ baked beans/ soup 
Dried foods: rice/ maize meal/ lentils/ cous cous/ dried fruit/ noodles/ 
sugar/ porridge/ flour/ pasta 
Long life goods: cooking oil/ cereal bars/ nuts/ cereal/ crisps/ indian 
savoury mix/ chocolate/ biscuits 
Drinks: fruit juice/ tea/ coffee/ drinking chocolate/ dried milk/ long-life 
milk/ squash/ water 
Toiletries: toothpaste/ toothbrushes/ soap/ toilet paper/ shampoo/ 
sanitary towels/ face and body creams/ shaving equipment 
Baby items: nappies/ baby wipes/ oil/ baby milk/ baby food jars/ baby 
bath liquid 
Also: tin openers/ cutlery/ crockery/ pans/ towels/ sleeping bags/  
t-shirts/ supermarket and other shopping vouchers/ mobile telephone 
top-up vouchers/ writing paper/ envelopes/ stamps 
 
      Many thanks  
  
 
For more details contact Gill on: 07716 073403 or  

Leicester@cityofsanctuary.com 



WEA at Great Meeting…… 
 
 
Summer term classes starting week commencing 
9th May 2011. 
 
“After Shakespeare” 
 7 meetings Monday 1.30-3.30pm  from 9th May - 
 27th June (no meeting Bank Holiday 30th May) 
 Tutor: Bob Payne 
 
“The Archaeology of Iron Age Leicestershire” 
 7 meetings  Wednesday1.30-3.30pm from 18th May - 
 29th June  
 Tutor: Stephanie Vann 
 
“Reserching Women’s History 
 8 meetings Thursday 10.30-12.30pm from 12th may - 
 23rd June 
 Tutor: Cynthia Brown 
 
 

For information about these and other WEA courses, please contact 
WEA Office, Vaughan College, St Nicholas Circle, Leicester, LE1 4LB. 

 
Telephone  0116 2519740, email amiles@wea.org.uk 

 
Committed to Equality and Diversity 

Workers’ Educational association, registered charity number:1112775. 
Company limited by guarantee in England and Wales number:2806910 

Registered office:70 Clifton Street, London, EC2A 4HB. www.wea.org.uk 



AND FINALLY……. 
 

Any Human Heart  
by William Boyd  

 
There are some books so enjoyable that you do 
not want them to end. For me, an example 
might be Ulysses by James Joyce, or Andrew 
Motion’s biography of Philip Larkin. Any Human 
Heart by William Boyd has been another. I once 
loaned Father and Son by Edmund Gosse to a 
friend, who enjoyed it so much that he returned 
it to me with the comment: I didn’t just read this 
book, I made love to it! I felt almost the same 
about Any Human Heart. 
 
This novel, you may remember, was dramatised in four parts and 
shown on the box late last year. I watched it then with increasing  
appreciation. And when my brother-in-law asked what he might buy 
me for a Christmas present, Annie suggested this to him. I had had 
the book in my hands shortly before, and had immediately liked its 
journal form which always appears so accessible. 
 
Any Human Heart is the story of a character called Logan  
Mountstuart, beginning with his Oxford days through to the end of his 
life. The tale covers his loves and losses; his rising fortunes as a 
writer, to his gradual financial collapse; his exploits from acting as a 
spy during the war to selling newspapers for a leftist faction; his suc-
cessful days as an art dealer, to his eventual rather idyllic retirement 
lost in rural France. William Boyd’s writing is never less than totally 
engaging, not least for all the literary, artistic and royal personages he 
involves his character with. 
 
Well reviewed by people who should know, such as Jeremy Paxman, I 
can warmly recommend this chronicle of an ordinary man, gifted with 
intelligence and creativity, but by no means immune to the slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune. Boyd has at the same time provided his 
readers with a panorama of the twentieth century and some of its most 
notable figures and events. It is a ripping yarn but with some very pro-
found and moving moments.  
       Arthur 
 
If you would like to share a review of a book, film or play, please send 
it to Annie for inclusion in the next edition of the newsletter. 
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Morning  

 

10.30am-12.30pm 
 

Take respite from the hustle and 
bustle of the shops. Come and join 
us for a chat or a quiet read of the 

newspaper. 
 

Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Homemade preserves for sale 
and 

Second-hand book stall. 
 

Wi-Fi  Hotspot! 



G M on the Map…… 
 
Following a recent reorganisation of the road network in the vicinity of 
Chapel, the most direct route remains - from Vaughan Way, via 
Church Gate, St Peter’s Lane and East Bond Street. When leaving 
Chapel - via  St Peter’s Lane, Mansfield Street and Abbey Street onto  
Vaughan Way. See Map below. 
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