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300 years of freedom, reason and tolerance  

 

 

Great Meeting Chapel  
Leicester 

Chapel built 1708 



 
SERVICES IN APRIL 
 
 Sunday        4th        11am        The Minister 
         Easter Sunday 
 
 Sunday       11th       11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday       18th        3pm        The Minister 
 
 Sunday       25th       11am       The Minister 
    Followed by the Chapel AGM 
 
        

SERVICES IN MAY 
 
 Sunday        2nd        11am       The Minister 
 
 Sunday        9th        11am       The Minister 
                 
 Sunday       16th        3pm        The Minister 
 
 Sunday       23rd       11am       The Minister 
 
 
 
 
All contributions intended for inclusion in the June/July/August edition 
of the Newsletter should be handed to the Minister by Sunday 16th 
May please. 
 
Further dates and times of the Vestry and Making Things Happen 
Group meetings will be announced from the pulpit. 
 

Great Meeting Chapel Newsletter for  
April and May 2010 



DIARY FOR APRIL 
 
Thursday         1st        7-10pm                ‘Zen Group’ 
         
Thursday         8th  -  Sunday  11th:    General Assembly       
          Meetings in Nottingham. 
 
 Friday     16th       8pm                  ‘Friday Group’  
        - subject ‘Humanism 1’. 
 
Saturday          17th     11-4pm         EMU Seminar in chapel 
            - ‘Conduct of Worship’ 
                                                    Led by the minister, all aspects of 
             Sunday worship will be covered. 
 
Friday              23rd      7.30pm           ‘Hum the Hymns’  
                  - with cheese and wine 
         
Sunday            25th      11am          Annual General Meeting 
                       of the congregation, to be held 
                      after a shortened morning service. 
DIARY FOR MAY 
 
Sunday             2nd      12.30pm       Vestry Meeting 
 
Thursday          6th       7-10pm         ‘Zen Group’ 
         
 Friday     14th       8pm          ‘Friday Group’  
                                        - subject ‘Humanism 2’. 
 
Saturday           15th      2pm        Shelter 
          A talk by Chris Poole 
 
Saturday           22nd    7.30pm    An Evening of Music and Verse 
               Ian Imlay and Professor David Hughes 
 
Sunday         23rd      4pm    EMU District Joint Annual Service   
      At Belper Chapel  
             Preacher: Rev. Sephen Greasley 
 

The Coffee Shop is open every   
 Saturday morning 10.30am-12.30pm 

 
 



 
From The Minister…... 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
A friend recently attended a funeral service at a country church,  
followed by refreshments at a local inn. After the wake he noticed that 
one of he mourners had left his hat behind. Having failed to catch-up 
with the mourner he decided to take the hat back to the church and 
leave it there for the owner to collect. However, when he returned to 
the church he found the door locked and an iron barred gate closing 
off the porch. 
 
Rather than not leave the hat, my friend thought he would throw it 
through the bars of the gate into the porch, which he did, only to find 
that he had thrown his own hat in by mistake. 
 
Unable to retrieve it, he threw the other hat in too. 
 
The next day my friend returned to the church armed with a garden 
rake with which he hoped to recover his hat. Fortunately, I’m pleased 
to say the gate was open and he was happily reunited with his head 
gear! 
 
This happy outcome reminded me strongly of a similar occurrence of 
which you may have heard (is it an urban myth?) about the woman on 
the Underground who, on getting out of her train, discovered she had 
left one of her expensive leather gloves on the seat. Standing on the 
platform as the doors were closing, she quickly threw in her remaining 
glove. One glove would be of no use to her. She threw in the other 
one to make a pair for whoever should come across them. 
 
In Ecclesiastes  chapter eleven we read "cast your bread on the  
waters and you shall find it after many days”. We do indeed some-
times reap the benefit of apparently open-ended, and even futile,  
altruistic actions. 
 
My friend got his hat back, and hopefully so did the person who had 
forgotten his. The lady who was quick enough to see that the lost 
glove was a situation which could not benefit her, but might benefit  
     



someone else, reacted swiftly to make the most of a split-second    
opportunity. If she had delayed, the moment for extracting some good 
out of her own misfortune would have been lost. 
 
The chance to do the right thing often passes quickly. Cast your bread 
upon the waters, not always because you may choose to do so, but 
sometimes also because there is no viable alternative! 
 
With best wishes to all members and friends, 
 
      Arthur 
       
 

 
The Blossom Tree 

 
There blows the blossom. 
In the warm wind weeps 

Summer’s first love - 
A heart of Spring breaks. 

 
The petals fall away 
As admirers forget, 

The ground around strewn 
With blushing regrets. 

 
Like a lady come of age 

On her faded cheek 
The powder betrays tears  

She distains to keep. 
 

So now not to feel 
A harsher sun’s gaze 

She showers her confetti 
Like a parting wave. 

 
      A.S. 
 
 



Sing Your Faith…… 
 

 ‘Hum the Hymns’ 
 
The first ‘Hum the Hymns’ took place on  
11th February. Members congregated in  
the Garden Room at 7.30pm and warmed  
and loosened their vocal cords with a selection 
of cheese and biscuits and a glass of wine. Then with our organist 
Qyan as choirmaster on the upright piano, we were introduced to the 
first thirty hymns in the new ‘Sing Your Faith’ hymnal. Qyan began by 
playing the melody through once then singing the words for us as we 
hummed along, and finally getting us all to join in.  
 
We familiarised ourselves with each and evaluated it in our own 
minds, singling out the odd one as especially suitable for Valentine’s 
Day or Mothering Sunday as we went along. 
 
None of us was sure how the evening would develop but by general 
consensus it was a very enjoyable occasion , and we parted with the 
determination to repeat it soon.  
 
The next ‘Hum the Hymns’ will take place on Friday 23rd April at 
7.30pm. Cheese and wine will be provided courtesy of the Coffee 
Shop. Our grateful thanks to Qyan for his time and expertise.  
  
It is very gratifying to report that of the 40 copies of “Sing Your Faith” 
purchased, over 30 have been sponsored by members of the Chapel. 
If you haven’t already done so, and would like to sponsor a hymn 
book , please add your name to the sheet in the Garden Room. 
Name-plates will be produced and pasted in as appropriate in due 
course. 

 
  
 
     Do join us! 
  
  
  . 

 

Qyan 



19th Century discovery under choir pew…... 
 
The chancel at Great Meeting has re-
cently given up one of its best-kept  
secrets: a 19th century banner, rolled up 
and preserved in its cotton bag, belong-
ing to a Women’s group pre-dating the 
Women's league. 
 
The group was the ‘Women’s Friendly 
Society’ and its founder was the eminent 
Leicester artist and prominent Chapel 
member, Edith 
Gittins, who died 
100 years ago in 
1910. She created 
the group at an 
unknown date: “on 

one night a week she ran a women’s friendly 
group [Society] where she arranged a service 
by women, for women, of music, prayers, 
readings and an address.” 
 
The dark red banner of woollen fabric with its 
soft orange silk lettering now hangs in pride of 
place over our Garden Room stairwell, a  
perfect complement to our Chapel banner  
designed by Helen Archer. 
 
The Women’s Friendly Society is also referred 
to on the Edith Gittins memorial plaque in Chapel. 

 
 
 

 

 

Edith Gittins 1845-1910 
Artist and Social Reformer 



Past Times….. John Flower 1793-1861 
              Leicestershire Artist 

 
John Flower was born in Leicester, son of John and Mary Flower. He 
was baptised at the church of St. Mary-de-Castro on 14 October 
1793. For many years the Flower family had been owners of the old 
Castle Mill, though John Flower senior, a Freeman of Leicester, was a 
wool-comber by trade, and the son of a wool-comber. 
 
The death of his father when he was still a boy left him to make his 
own way in the world. He was apprenticed in 1806 to a framework-
knitter called Benjamin Withers. His interest in drawing, and his eye for 
colour attracted the attention of Dr. Alexander of Danet's Hall, who, see-
ing his ability, so encouraged him that he had begun to give lessons as 
a drawing master before he was twenty. About this time he began to be 
patronised by Miss Mary Linwood, and through her influence was sent to 
London, probably in 1815, where he spent about a year working under 
the supervision of the painter, Peter de Wint, who gave his services free 
of charge. On his return John Flower was able to establish himself in the 
town as a landscape artist and teacher of drawing  
 
John Flower had married Frances Clark at St. Mary-de-Castro on 16 
December 1813. A daughter, Elizabeth, was born on 10 November 
1816, the first of three children, but the only one to survive infancy. 
Elizabeth seems to have inherited something of her father's gift for 
drawing; the Leicester Museum possesses a wash drawing by her, 
"An Old House in the Market Place", done in 1839. She married twice: 
first, on 18 May 1839, to William Bayes Marshall, a clerk at Paget's 
Bank; and secondly, on 5 July 1853 to William Kempson. Both mar-
riages took place at Great Meeting where Flower was a member of the 
congregation. 
 
Sometime in early manhood he had become a Unitarian; he was certainly 
one by 1819, when one of his children was baptized at Great Meeting. 
His two grandsons were both baptised there and he remained a member 
of Great Meeting for the rest of his life. He died on 29 November 1861. 
Though he was buried from St. Mary-de-Castro, the officiating minister 
was his lifelong friend, the Reverend Charles Berry of Great Meeting, 
and he was buried in unconsecrated ground in the Welford Road 
Cemetery.  



During his lifetime Flower did not paint many portraits - he was after all 
primarily a landscape artist - and the only one of interest to us now, 
apart from pictures of his own family, is his "Portrait of the late Reverend 
Robert Hall", mentioned by William Gardiner in Music and Friends. It 
was on display at an exhibition at the New Hall, Wellington Street, in 
1840. 

 
He was highly thought of in his native town. William Gardiner referred to 
him as that "self-taught genius, Mr. John Flower, of Leicester", and de-
scribed him as "an instance of what ardour, diligence and good sense 
can achieve, under circumstances by no means propitious". He went on 
to say that "his portrait of Mr. Hall and his drawings of King Richard's 
house and the picturesque scenery in this county, do credit to his gen-
ius, and will hand down his name to posterity"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The two illustrations on the front and back of this newsletter are  
unattributed - could the artist be John Flower, or possibly Edith Gittins 
mentioned earlier in this issue? 

Leicester Guildhall by John Flower 

Extacts from ‘John Flower 1793-1861’ by J.D. Bennett. Reprinted from the 
‘Transactions of the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society Volume 
XLII,1966-7.’ 



At Last – the Crocus…... 
 
Poets rave about daffodils, anemones, roses, etc, but seem never to 
mention the Crocus.  Yet to me these flowers represent the true arrival 
of spring, when their smiling heads pop up from a soil that was appar-
ently bare a week ago.  I planted about 200 in the Great Meeting last 
autumn and they are now in full bloom – those that the mice missed. 
 
I’m actually writing about the Dutch Crocus, which 
naturally, has little to do with Holland.  Our bulbs, 
from garden centres, are grown in bulk in Dutch 
nurseries and imported.  The Dutch Crocus is  
Crocus vernus which originated in Russia and  

Eastern Europe.  It was 
probably brought into  
Britain along with the  
commercially important 
Saffron Crocus (Crocus 
sativus), possibly as a  
saffron substitute, but later kept on for its  
valuable flowers.  Richard Hakluyt, that  
spinner of tall traveller’s tales, reported 200 
years later, that a bulb was first smuggled 

into Britain in the hollow staff of a pilgrim who had stolen it ‘proposing 
to do good to his country’. 
   
Saffron Crocus was established in Britain very early, by the 1340’s, 
when householders were starting to live in stone buildings having 

abandoned the short-lived wicker shelters  
prevailing since the Dark Ages.  The related  
Crocus vernus lived on as a useful garden 
plant, probably appreciated as a harbinger of 
spring, just as we do today. 
 
The Saffron Crocus was established as a crop    
by the 1340’s around Chipping Walden, Essex 
(now Saffron Walden).  But it was probably 

much imported since the Phoenicians time.  We seldom see Saffron 
Crocus in gardens but it is easily recognisable by its bright red, triple 
branched stigmas which are the source of the orange dye.  Saffron 
Crocus came from around Iran and Kashmir and the dye was much  

 

Crocus vernus  

The Dutch Crocus 

Saffron Crocus  



used in ancient times.  The robes of Hindu monks and southern  
Buddhists were dyed with it. The stigmas have always been  
outrageously expensive, mainly because harvesting them (see  
stigmas in pictures) must have resembled a form of refined torture.   
 
It was substituted for gold leaf in medieval manuscripts and has  
reputed medicinal value having been used to cure tumours, coughs 
and depression.  About 4300 flowers produce 1 oz of saffron, mostly  
imported from Spain, and the most valuable spice on earth.  It was so 
valuable that the spice was often adulterated, so Germany had  
inspectors and guilty parties were buried alive.  Fortunately a little of 
the spice goes a long way; I get it quite cheaply from Indian supermar-
kets in the Belgrave Road.  But if you really must have your rice  
yellow, use a pinch of the much cheaper turmeric.  
The etymology is interesting.  Saffron comes from 
Arabic zafaran, while crocus originates in Greek 
krokos, coming from Sanskrit-related karkom, 
meaning saffron.  So ‘Saffron Crocus’ is a tautology. 
 
A crocus look-alike is the Autumn Crocus 
(Colchicum autumnale) from the Lily family, while 
Crocus species are from the Iris family.  Autumn 
crocus has flowers on white stems, produced well 
before the leaves, while Crocus has green stems 
and flowers are produced with grass-like leaves with 
a silver stripe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our thanks to Tony Fletcher for the above article and all his hard work 
planting and tending the chapel garden. 

Autumn Crocus 

Great Meeting  
Crocus 



Great Meeting Fellowship Invites: 
Shelter…. A Forthcoming talk by Chris Poole 
 
 
Shelter was founded in England in 1966 by the Reverend Bruce  
Kenrick, who was horrified by the state of the tenements round his 
Notting Hill parish.  The setting up of the organisation in Scotland  
followed in 1968.Kenrick had formed the Notting Hill Housing Trust 
three years earlier to provide decent, affordable houses to rent in the 
area. 
 

Born of squalor 
 
As slums proliferated in the inner cities, homeless families were forced 
into overcrowded hostels, and notorious landlords like Peter Rachman 
made the headlines, Kenrick saw the need for 
a national campaigning body to compliment 
the work of charities providing housing. Shel-
ter was born. 
 

Cathy come home 
 
1966 was also the year that the BBC 
screened Ken Loach's film about homeless-
ness, Watched by 12 million people on its 
first broadcast, the film alerted the public, 
the media, and the government to the scale 
of the housing crisis, and Shelter gained many new supporters. 
 

Recent years 
 
Since Shelter's foundation, our country has undergone a long period 
of affluence and economic growth – but complacency allowed the 
housing crisis to slip down the public and political agendas. 
 

Steps forward 
 
More than four decades of constant lobbying have pressured govern-
ment into making some key changes to policy and legislation, and 
Shelter has celebrated some landmark achievements in recent years - 
for example the introduction of the Tenancy Deposit Scheme in 
 
 

 

A still from Cathy Come Home 



England, and Gordon Brown’s commitment to a new era of home 
building . There has also been the groundbreaking commitment in 
Scotland that by 2012, every homeless person will have a right to a 
home. 
 
Still work to be done 
 
Today there is a seemingly unbridgeable gulf between the housing 
haves and have-nots. Housing is now the key factor determining a 
person’s health wellbeing and prospects in life. 
 
Because of Right to Buy and a lack of new building, 1.8 million house-
holds in England languish on council waiting lists, and the numbers 
stuck in temporary accommodation have soared. If you can't afford to 
buy, and can't get a council house, renting privately may be your only 
option. But this is often unaffordable to people on low incomes. The 
slums of the 1960s are gone, but the housing crisis still exists. Shelter 
has achieved great things in its history but our work won’t stop until 
everyone in Britain can access a decent and affordable home. 
 
 
 

  
 

 ‘Shelter’ - a talk by Chris Poole 
    

 
  Saturday 15th May, 2pm    

    
In the Garden Room 

 
Free admission. 

 
All welcome 



The Friday Group 
 

“Meeting to discuss matters of faith…..” 
 

As previously, meetings will be at 8pm on the Friday before the third 
Sunday in the month. The date of the next discussion will therefore be 
April 16th, and the subject will be ’Humanism Part 1’ followed by 
’Humanism Part 2’ on May 14th, 2010.  

 
All welcome. 

 
 

 

Great Meeting  
Leicester 

 

An Evening of Organ Music  
and Verse 

 
with 

Ian Imlay and  

Professor David Hughes 

Saturday 22nd May at 7.30 pm 

Tickets at the door £ 5.00 

Includes Refreshments 



Chair Appeal 
 

New chairs for the Christopher Wykes Room…… 
 
At its March meeting the Vestry recognised the necessity of providing 
extra seating in the Christopher Wykes Room. This is in part a  
response to additional requests to let the room out for the use of larger 
groups and of course for our own purposes e.g. the summer garden 
event. It was decided that an additional 40 chairs should be bought in 
a style and colour complementary to our existing Garden Room  
furniture. 
 
It is intended that a proportion of the expense will be met by a dona-
tion of money generated from our Coffee Shop. An appeal to make up 
the shortfall is therefore launched. A sample chair will be available at 
Chapel in the shortly for your approval, and a sign-up sheet with an 
indication of expected costs will be put out in due course. We hope 
that members will be able to support this appeal to maintain the high 
standard of our Chapel facilities. 
 
     
 



Speaking of chairs……. 
 

Since the Coffee Shop opened on Saturday mornings we have had 
many more visitors than was usual over the threshold at Great      
Meeting. Annie has produced a ‘Short History and Guide’ to provide a 
bit of background information on Chapel and ourselves. 
 
As I show them around, however, one frequently asked question is 
“Who sits in that chair up there?” indicating the large wooden chair 
with arms on the balcony beneath the clock. It is an imposing piece of 
furniture and never fails to catch the visitors’ eye. 

 
What I want to reply is: “The  Chapel 
President sits up there for every  
service, and his task is to time the 
sermon to make sure it is neither too 
short nor too long, and too check that 
the preacher doesn’t say anything 
which deviates, from our rather strict 
doctrines”. 
 
Of course, nothing could be further 
from the truth, - but if I did say that , I 
know some visitors would be  
impressed by our strictness! The 
truth is rather less dramatic.  
 
“The big chair is there,” I say  
apologetically, “so that someone can 
stand on it and reach up to wind the 
clock!” 
 
This prosaic reason always gets a 
smile from the inquirer, with the usual 
disappointed rejoiner “ Oh I thought it 
might be for someone important.” 
 
- I wish it were too. But then winding 
the clock is important as well, I  
suppose…….. 

             Arthur 

 



Continuing Support for Asylum Seekers in 
Leicester…... 
It will be of great benefit to genuine refugees if we at Great Meeting 
can continue to make contributions  to  provide some of  the basic  
necessities of life. A box is available at Chapel as a collection point for 
donated items.   

The British Red Cross (244 London Road) has an ongoing 
need for the following suggested items, plus anything else you 
would normally buy for yourself or your family: 
 
Tinned goods: tomatoes/ kidney beans/ chick peas/ tuna/ mackerel/ 
corned beef/ tinned fruit/ tinned vegetables/ baked beans/ soup 
Dried foods: rice/ maize meal/ lentils/ cous cous/ dried fruit/ noodles/ 
sugar/ porridge/ flour/ pasta 
Long life goods: cooking oil/ cereal bars/ nuts/ cereal/ crisps/ indian 
savoury mix/ chocolate/ biscuits 
Drinks: fruit juice/ tea/ coffee/ drinking chocolate/ dried milk/ long-life 
milk/ squash/ water 
Toiletries: toothpaste/ toothbrushes/ soap/ toilet paper/ shampoo/ 
sanitary towels/ face and body creams/ shaving equipment 
Baby items: nappies/ baby wipes/ oil/ baby milk/ baby food jars/ baby 
bath liquid 
Also: tin openers/ cutlery/ crockery/ pans/ towels/ sleeping bags/  
t-shirts/ supermarket and other shopping vouchers/ mobile telephone 
top-up vouchers/ writing paper/ envelopes/ stamps 
 
      Many thanks  
  
 
For more details contact Gill on: 07716 073403 or  

Leicester@cityofsanctuary.com 

  



GM Fellowship Visit to Belper Chapel…... 
 
The Making Things Happen Group has organised a day visit to Belper  
and its Unitarian Chapel on 7th August, 2010. Transport will be by 
mini-bus. A sign-up sheet and details will be available in the Garden 
Room for those interested in attending. A town guide will be on hand 
to direct us, and a visit to the Strutt Mill Museum is also planned 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The congregation at Belper was founded in 1689. Jedediah Strutt, the 
local mill owner, had the original chapel built in 1788, and it remains 
today very much as it originally was. Underneath the tiered box-pews 
there is an arched catacomb where members of the Strutt family are 
interred. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Belper Chapel 



WEA at Great Meeting…… 
 
Summer term classes starting week commencing 
19th April 2010. 
 
Gilbert and Sullivan - Victorian theatre’s odd couple 
 6 meetings Monday 1.30-3.30pm 
 Tutor: John Florence 
 
Edwardian Leicester 
 6 meetings Tuesday 7-8.30pm 
 Tutor: Cynthia Brown  
 
Tombs, pyramids and mummies 
 6 meetings  Wednesday 1.30-3.30pm 
 Tutor: Stephanie Vann 
 
What makes the English laugh? 
 6 meetings Wednesday 7-9pm 
 Tutor: John Florence 
 
Radical Leicester 
 6 meetings Thursday 10.30-12.30pm 
 Tutor: Cynthia Brown 
 

For information about these and other WEA courses, please contact 
WEA Office, Vaughan College, St Nicholas Circle, Leicester, LE1 4LB. 

 
Telephone  0116 2519740, email amiles@wea.org.uk 

 
Committed to Equality and Diversity 

Workers’ Educational association, registered charity number:1112775. 
Company limited by guarantee in England and Wales number:2806910 

Registered office:70 Clifton Street, London, EC2A 4HB. www.wea.org.uk 



 The Presence of an Open Heart   

Monthly Zen Meditation Practice for Anyone 
 

  
  
                                                                 

  
 
 
 
 
 

First Thursday of Every Month,  
7.30-9.30pm 

The Garden Room 
Great Meeting Chapel 

 
Zen is the art of entering fully into the present moment, able to  
appreciate whatever arises as the beauty of our own life.  The monthly 
session will teach simple Zen meditation based on the Chinese and 
Japanese tradition, together with an opportunity to speak about your 
experience and learn from each other.  No experience is necessary, and 
people of any faith (or none!) are welcome- the practice will be taught 
free from any particular religious angle.  The sessions are led by a 
member of the International Zen Peacemakers community, who apply 
the spirit of Zen to social service, peace work, and multi-faith  
cooperation.  

 Suggested donation £5/£4  
 

Email greatheartzendo@gmail.com for info, 
                  or call Chris Starbuck on 0116 2875220 
  



 
 
 
 

 
North West Arts 

 
presents 

The Blackett-Howe Singers 
Saturday 12th June  

 7.30 pm 
Tickets at the door £ 5.00 

 (includes light refreshments) 
 

Great Meeting Chapel  
Leicester 

 
North west Arts (Coalville) was formed in 2003 to provide training for  
for children and young adults, many of the students going on to work 
in professional theatre. The group is run on a voluntary basis and  
tuition is provided on a weekly basis by dedicated professionals who 
work free of charge. Students progress to examinations by Thames 
Valley University and The Royal Colleges of Music/Dance. 
 
North West Arts is self-funded by events and performance  
exhibitions .  

  Morag Jones 



G M NEWS …… 
 
Alec Betts…. 
 
After a prolonged stay in Loughborough Hospital we are pleased to be 
able to say that Alec is now well enough to be back at home with 
Freda.  
 
We send them both our very best wishes and look forward to seeing 
them back at Chapel in the better weather. 
                        
Condolences…... 
 
It is with great sadness that we record the death on Thursday 11th 
March last, of Sylvia Bramley of our Loughborough congregation. 
 
Sylvia was 84 years old. The funeral took place at Loughborough 
Cemetery on Tuesday 23rd March. Our sincere condolences are ex-
tended to all Sylvia’s family and friends.  
 
Great Meeting Cookbook…. 
 
In 1980 Freda Betts and her 
daughter Julie produced a Cook-
book full of favourite recipes  
gathered from Chapel members 
and friends. This proved to be very 
popular with all copies sold in aid of 
Chapel funds. It was illustrated throughout by Alec 
with little amusing drawings . 
 
Thirty years on I thought it would be nice to repeat this great achieve-
ment by reproducing the Cookbook, including many of the original 
recipes and adding  favourite recipes of current members, families and 
friends. Turning the pages of the original book it was lovely to see 
contributions from old friends and, who knows, future members may 
pass our culinary delights on down through the years.  
 
Please bring your favourite recipes in to Chapel or email them to 
me anniestew@hotmail.co.uk 
        Many thanks in anticipation. 
 
 
 

  
Original Cookbook 
drawing by Alec Betts 



News…. 
 
Congratulations…... 
 
Warmest congratulations to Annie’s 
Mum and Dad, Ruth and Crichton  
Cotton, who celebrated their  
Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 
25th March.  
 
They were married by Rev. Wilfred 
Waddington assisted by Ruth’s  
Uncle the Rev. Harold Whitaker at 
Mossley Unitarian Chapel. 
 
Celebrations included a celebratory 
meal attended by their bridesmaid 
Rona Bailey and a short holiday in 
the Lake District. 
 
 
 

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ruth and Crichton Cotton 
A diamond couple! 



News…. 
 
Forthcoming events for your diary…...  
 
Friday 23rd April   7.30pm  - ‘Hum the Hymns’ with cheese and wine! 
     In the Garden Room  
 
Sunday 25th April  11am      - Great Meeting Chapel AGM 
    after a shortened morning service. 
 
Saturday 15th May 2.30pm  -  ‘Shelter’ - a talk by Chris Poole 
     Free admission. 
 
Saturday 22nd May 7.30pm - An Evening of Music and Verse 
    Ian Imlay and Professor David Hughes 
              Admission £5, includes refreshments 
 
Saturday 12th June 7.30pm - The Blackett-Howe Singers in Concert 
              Admission £5, includes refreshments 
 
Sunday 27th June  12.15pm -  Summer Picnic Lunch in the Garden  
 
             and at 2pm      -   Dr Jane Mackay speaks on 
              ‘George Eliot - Fighting for Faith’. 
              Admission £5, includes refreshments 
 
Saturday 7th August  10am - Visit To Belper Chapel and  
    the Strutt Mill (Mini-bus from Chapel) 
 
Saturday 28th August 12.30pm - Open Garden Event and EMU    
              Family Day with Enderby Youth Band  
                        Entropy BBQ, Various Stalls, Tea and Cake 
               Free admission. 
 
Sunday 26th  September 12.30pm - Harvest Lunch  
 
Date to be decided                  -  Visit to Calke Abbey 
       -  Cantores Martini Concert 
 

All Welcome 



News…. 
 
Chapel Website 
 
Work continues on the Chapel website. The intention is to use the 
photo album page as an archive of photographs both past and present 
relating to Great Meeting . If you have copies of photographs,  
particularly of past members and chapel events, or simply  
photographs of the buildings or grounds Annie Stewart would be 
very pleased to scan them for inclusion on the website.  
 
Please contact Annie Tel.01509 812236 or  
   Email: anniestew@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Visit the website: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
                Many thanks 
 
Chapel Flowers….. 
 
If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel, in memoriam, 
to mark a special anniversary, or to simply to take a turn, please  
contact our Flower Secretary, Morag Jones. 



 

And Finally ……… 
 

‘As It Was’ 
 

by  
 

Helen Thomas 
 

One of my birthday presents late last year was 
an all-expenses-paid day out in London where I 
could do what I liked. I spent half the day in Tate 
Britain and the other half in the second-hand book 
shops on the Charing Cross Road. 
 
One of the books I came home with was ‘As It Was’ by Helen  
Thomas, who was the widow of the poet Edward Thomas who lost his 
life at Arras in 1917. 
 
‘As It Was’ is a short novella-length account of Helen’s early life and 
love for Edward, their unconventional courtship, marriage and parent-
hood. It was written at the suggestion of a friend after Helen suffered 
a breakdown following Edward’s death, and is a warm and emotional 
record of true love and devotion. 
 
The book contains an account of how the two young people met 
which will be of great interest to everyone who likes to collect ‘trophy 
Unitarians’, (famous people associated with our movement). 

 
This immensely readable account of Helen 
Thomas’ intimate relationship with one of the 
finest poets of the 20th century climaxes in 
the most intensely  moving and indeed  
spiritual recollection of the birth of their first 
child. 
 
I found it both touching and true. 
 
Although not members of the denomination, 

as a teenage girl Helen’s family all attended the  
 

 
Helen Thomas 

Edward Thomas 



Unitarian church near where lived in Wandsworth. They were drawn 
to it, as she says, by “the semi-literary, semi-philosophical, nature of 
the sermons”. 
 
When she was seventeen she first met Edward Thomas. “I remember 
that afternoon. Our Unitarian minister had asked my father to look at 
some of (Thomas’) work and see if it was any good, and father had 
thought so highly of it that we had already nicknamed the boy. The 
Genius”.  And that was how it all began, with a Unitarian minister  
unwittingly playing cupid. 
     
    Arthur 
 
 
If you would like to share a review of a book, film or play, please send 
it to Annie for  inclusion in the next edition of the newsletter. 
 
 
 



    
   Great Meeting 
 Coffee Shop 

 
Every Saturday  

Morning  
 

10.30am-12.30pm 
 

Take respite from the hustle and 
bustle of the shops. Come and join 
us for a chat or a quiet read of the 

newspaper. 
 

Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Second-hand book stall. 



G M on the map………. 
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