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Services in September 

Sunday       1st      11am   The Minister 
       
Sunday       8th      11am       Rev. Chris Goacher   
             
Sunday     15th       3pm           Christina Smith  
 

Sunday     22nd  11am         Christina Smith  
              
Sunday     29h       11am   The Minister               
            

Services in October 

Sunday       6th      11am            The Minister 

Sunday     13th      11am           The Minister                 
     Harvest Festival 

Sunday     20th      11am             The Minister 

Sunday     27th      11am             The Minister               
         

Please note that following the decision agreed at 
this year’s AGM, the third Sunday services will 

be held at 11o’clock starting in October. 

Items intended for the Autumn Edition of the Newsletter should 
be handed in to the Minister by 20th October, please. 

Further dates and times of the Vestry and Making Things 
Happen Group Meetings will be announced from the  

pulpit. 



Diary for September 
 

Saturday 14th Leicestershire Historic Churches Bike 
Ride and Heritage Open Day 

 
Saturday 21st A performance in the Christopher Wykes  
   Room by “The Uglies” beginning at 4pm  
   (please see advertisement). 
 

Diary for October 
           
Saturday 5th Annual General Meeting of the East 

Midland District at Great Meeting 
beginning at 12.30pm. Speaker: to be 
announced. 

 
Sunday 13th Harvest Lunch to follow the 11am 

Harvest Festival Service –  
 please note the revised date. 
 
Sunday 20th Make a ‘Morsbag’ 2pm in the Christopher 

Wykes Room. 

Saturday 26th Performance by the choir Coro Nostro in 
the Chapel, beginning at 7.30pm. Tickets 
at the door. 

Chapel Music Team meet every Wednesday 
Evening at 7.30pm in the Garden Room. 

The Leicester Ladies Women’s Institute will be 
holding  Coffee Mornings in the Garden Room on 

the 1st and 3rd Saturday basis throughout the 
coming months, from 10.30am to 12.30pm.  

 

All welcome  
 



From the Minister…... 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As the holiday season draws towards a close, I hope you 
managed to get away for the “change that’s as good as a 
rest”, and that you brought back from holiday something 
to remind you of it. I personally brought back two “sights” 
which I hope will stay with me through the weeks and 
months ahead. 
 
From where we were staying in Cornwall, we walked one 
day with our dog through the fields, until we came out on 
the high ground overlooking the Fal estuary. Spread out 
before us was such a panorama of clear blue sky and 
bright blue sea, scattered over with tiny white-sailed 
yachts,  all so far below us we couldn’t hear a sound from 
them. From as far as we could see north up the estuary 
past the coves and anchorages, 180 degrees south to the 
harbour and fort at Falmouth itself, the water was mirror 
calm, the small craft trailing little lines of wash behind 
them. 
 
It was a scene of clarity, brightness and immensity, below 
us and above. We simply contemplated it for long 
minutes, drinking it in, willing it to become part of 
memory. 
 
Then late in the evening of 11th July, I went outside after 
it was dark and looked up at the stars. There is little light 
pollution where we were staying. A cloudless sky, a sliver 
of a new moon, and an uninterrupted view of the heavens 
above, immense, deep, and populated by innumerable 
spear-points of light. As the 17th century metaphysical   
poet Henry Vaughan expressed it, 
 

I saw eternity the other night… 

 
           



As you can imagine, for both these “sights” I felt  
inexpressible gratitude, and (as I say) the hope that they 
will remain memorable for a long time to come. 
Such beauty and enormity can speak of something  
overwhelmingly good and purposeful in our world, -- 
something to set against the disasters, both natural and 
human-created, -- and which is ours to experience despite 
our individual brevity and littleness. 
 
May our holidays have been beneficial to us in all our  
different ways: holy days indeed. 
 
With good wishes to all members and friends, 
 

Arthur. 

Thought for the Day… 
 
“Pray inwardly, even though you do not enjoy it. It does 
you good though you feel nothing, even though you think 
you are doing nothing.”    

 Julian of Norwich. 

 



Unitarian Toleration Act 1813….. 
 
As you may recall, we recently marked the bicentenary  
of the Unitarian Toleration Act of 1813 with a special       
service in Chapel. 
 
Although not directly inspired by the political aspect of 
the Act, the following lines did arise from thinking again 
about our Unitarian commitment to tolerance in general. 

 
Toleration you shall find 

In the all-embracing mind; 
Judging not, it is not judged, 

But keeps its faith in God above. 
 

Seeing all things as they are,  
From tiny speck to distant star;  

Ever seeking to atone, 
It keeps its faith in God alone. 

 

Love your neighbour if you can, 
That of God in everyone; 

Acceptance of things as they are 
Is the letter of God’s law. 

 

Toleration you shall find 
In an all-embracing mind; 

Within the chamber of its prayer, 
Believing always God is there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Inquiry Day at GM ….. 
 

Early in August Great Meeting became the national    
venue for the annual Inquiry Day, at which those who had 
an interest in discovering more about what training for 
our ministry entailed, were invited to come along and  
listen to what representatives from our colleges and the 
Ministry Strategy Group could tell them about the  
process, and what prospects it offered. 
 
In the past the location of the Day had been, for the south, 
Kensington Church, and for the north, Luther King House 
in Manchester. This year a single central   location had 
been suggested. Eight individuals were   present, one  
travelling from as far afield as Scotland, and others from 
the Home Counties. 
 
Rev Sarah Tinker chaired the meeting, and Rev Alex  
Bradley and myself represented the college’s positions. 
Feedback on the event has been very positive on the 
whole, and it is hoped that Leicester will once again find 
itself hosting this very important introductory event next 
year. Arthur 

 

 



The Unitarian Music Society –  
Annual Conference…… 
 
While researching ideas for the new music team at Great 
Meeting, I happened to type “Unitarian Music” into 
Google; and up popped the web-site of the Unitarian   
Music Society. So I decided to investigate! 
 
The UMS was established in the late 1920s as a network 
of Unitarian Church Organists and used to meet         
regularly at Oxford where there is a particularly fine     
organ. With a break during WWII it has met every year 
since, latterly at the Nightingale Centre at Great      
Hucklow. These days the emphasis has shifted to include 
anyone with a passion for music whatever their skill    
level; there are organists, violinists, clarinettists, banjo 
players and singers! 
 

I arrived on Friday evening in time for tea, not knowing 
what to expect from the annual conference, only knowing 
that we were to rehearse and perform Samuel Coleridge 
Taylor’s “Hiawatha’s Wedding Feast”. From the moment I 
arrived I felt welcomed. The fifty or so delegates were 
made up of Unitarian Churches in the UK and Ireland, 
with people from as far afield as Surrey, Dublin and 
Glasgow! 
 
Over the weekend we had music workshops with African 
chants, choir practice, composing for beginners, recorder 
workshops, and even a session singing song selections 
from “Evita”! 
 

It was wonderful to spend the weekend being inspired 
and making connections with all manner of like minded 
Unitarians. I carry away from this weekend the first line 
of one of the songs we learnt: 
 

“Whatever you can do or dream you can do, begin it! Just 
begin it!” 

David Kent 

 



Chapel Music Team Project 
 

Leicester Unitarians – Great Meeting 
Wednesdays at 7.30  
in the Garden Room! 

 

Come and see what we’re up to, whatever 
your musical talent and whatever your skill 
level. You don’t have to be a Unitarian, you 
don’t have to come every week, and we wel-
come beginners. 
 

Goals 
To support the Minister and the Vestry by  
     enhancing the musical offerings in regular 

services and on special occasions 
To enable anyone to travel further on their   

spiritual path by developing their musical and 
performing skills 

To celebrate Unitarian principals of freedom 
and tolerance, with “reason as our map and  

     conscience as our compass” 
To be self-funding 
To have fun and fulfilment 

through “being the best that 
we can be” 

 

Want to know more? 
 

Please contact:      David Kent 
david@misterdavidkent.com 

07984 411260 



“To Worship”   
by  

Jacob Trapp  
 

To worship is to stand in awe under a heaven of stars,  
before a flower, a leaf in sunlight, or a grain of sand. 
 
To worship is to be silent, receptive, before a tree astir 
with the wind, or the passing shadow of a cloud. 
 
To worship is to work with dedication and with skill; 
and it is to pause from work and listen to a strain of    
music. 
 
To worship is to sing with the singing beauty of the earth; 
it is to listen through a storm to the still small voice   
within. 
 
Worship is loneliness seeking communion; 
it is a thirsty land crying out for rain. 
 
Worship is the kindred fire within our hearts; 
it moves through deeds of kindness and through acts of 
love. 
 
Worship is the mystery within us reaching out to the  
mystery beyond. 
 
It is an inarticulate silence yearning to speak. 
 
Worship is the window of the moment, open to the sky of 
the eternal. 

(chosen by Freda Betts) 



Harvest Festival and Lunch…… 
 
Harvest festival this year will be on Sunday 13th October at 
11 am followed by the usual Sale of Produce and our Harvest 
Lunch.  
 
As in previous years all contributions of produce and  
donations towards our Harvest Charity will be warmly  
welcomed. This year we will be supporting the Unitarian  
Charity - ‘Send a Child to Hucklow’. 
 
The proposed lunch menu is - 

 
Quiche, Cold Meats and Cheese with Jacket Potatoes 

Salads, Pickles and Chutney 
Homemade Fruit Crumble with Custard 

 
        all at a cost of £5 per person.  
  (Sign-up sheet in the Garden Room). 
 
After deduction of basic costs any profit will be donated to our 
Harvest Charity. If you wish to bring a contribution food  
towards the lunch it will be much appreciated.  
 
.  
  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please come along and join us for what promises to be a  
heart-warming occasion. 



G M Presents….. 
 
We are very pleased to host the return of Coro Nostro  
Chamber Choir. 
 
Coro Nostro is a mixed chamber choir of about 30 singers of 
all ages drawn from across the Universities, the City and 
County of Leicester, UK and beyond.  
 
Lydia Hind Conductor writes “An evening of music  
inspired by animals. With a wide variety of sacred and  
secular songs, serious and silly, including music by  
Tallis, Palestrina, Stanford & Mendelssohn. 
 
We will be joined by talented local violinist Karen  
Silverwood.” 
 

Birds, Beasts and...  

Coro Nostro Chamber Choir 
Saturday 26th October 

7.30pm 
Tickets available on the door £8 

Includes refreshments 
 

Great Meeting Chapel 
Leicester 



The Elgar Society at GM….. 
 

 

To all lovers of Classical Music 
 

February 2014 will mark the 80th  
anniversary of the death of one of  
England’s greatest composers- 
Sir Edward Elgar.  
 

Known to many for his Pomp and Circumstance Marches 
and the Enigma Variations, his output was far wider,  
including two fine completed symphonies, beautiful  
concertos for violin and for ‘cello, outstanding pieces for 
string orchestra, and magnificent choral works. His  
music is played in concert halls across the world.   
 
This is an appropriate time therefore to remind lovers of 
Elgar that there is an Elgar Society, dedicated to  
preserving his memory and promoting the performance  
of his music, plus much more.  
 
The Society has a number of branches, which now  
include  one in the East Midlands, based in Leicester. 
Please consider joining the Society-benefits include  
journals, news magazines and meetings with guest 
speakers. In this way you will enrich your Elgar  
experience in the company of others who share your  
interest.  
 
Meetings are usually held at venues in the Leicester area, 
including the Garden Room of the Unitarian Chapel. 
 

For enquiries please contact Howard Newton on (01455) 
823424 or email: h.newton888@btinternet.com    

       

 

Sir Edward Elgar 
1857- 1934 



G M News….. 
 
Congratulations….. 
 

Warmest congratulations to Betty Heathcote who       
celebrated her 89th birthday in July, with a special     
Birthday Lunch, surrounded by family and friends at her 
daughter Anne’s cottage in Bitteswell near Lutterworth. 

Dawn’s Fan Club….. 
 
Falmouth is geographically and as the crow flies the  
nearest town to where we have stayed when visiting  
Cornwall, and there is a very pleasant and well-stocked 
bookshop on the High Street. 
 

Signs advertising a book-signing by Dawn French (who 
has made Fowey her adopted home) persuaded Annie, 
Jenny and Thom to join the queue for a chance to meet 
Dawn, with the result as you can see below. 

 



News….. 
 
Leicester Ladies WI….. 
 
Leicester ladies WI have  
reopened GM coffee Shop on 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday of 
each month, 10.30 -12.30. 
and Chapel will be open to 
visitors during this time. 
 

Please come along, support 
them and enjoy the coffee and cake! 
 

Leicester ladies meet at  The Globe, Silver Street, Leicester 
every 3rd Monday evening of the month at 7pm and invite 
new members. 
 
To find out more visit  www.leicesterladieswi.org/ 
 

Volunteers to do Chapel Flowers….. 
 
If you wish to donate and/or arrange flowers in Chapel, in 
memoriam, to mark a special anniversary, or to simply to 
take a turn, please add your name to the rota in the 
kitchen. 
      
Chapel Book Stall….. 
 
If you have any second hand books 
which you have read and are happy to 
pass on, we will be very pleased to   
receive them to add  to our chapel book 
stall. The income raised provides helps 
provide chapel flowers, cleaning  
products etc.  
 

Many thanks in anticipation! 
 
 
 

 



Morsbag - What’s that?.....  
Come along to GM and make one! 

 

On Sunday 20th October 10am-4pm will be an  
opportunity to make a Morsbag at GM. . The WI have  
arranged for this charity to come along, with sewing  
machines, to demonstrate and make cloth bags as an al-
ternative to plastic, therefore doing our bit to care for the 
environment. 
 

It should be fun and all members of the congregation, not 
just the ladies, are invited to come along to this free 
event. 
To find out more visit www.morsbags.com/ 
Do come and join us if you can. 

Great Meeting Coffee Shop 
 

Now hosted by  
Leicester Ladies WI 

 

1st and 3rd Saturday  
Morning of the Month 

 

10.30am-12.30pm 
 

Take respite from the hustle and bustle of 
the shops. Come and join us for a chat or a 

quiet read of the newspaper. 
 

Fairtrade ground coffee, tea,  
soft drinks, cake and biscuits  

on sale. 
 

Second-hand book stall. 
Chapel open to visitors. 



 



And finally……. 
 

“Horace and Me” 
 

by  
 

Harry Eyres 
 
 
Those who attended a service in 
chapel early in August might 
have heard me speak on the  
subject of the poet Horace, who 
coined the expression “Carpe  
Diem”, seize the day. If you were present you may  
remember that what I had to say was based upon a recent 
book entitled “Horace and Me” by Harry Eyres. 
 

This is an excellent volume which provides both the  
classical and non-classical reader (like myself) with an  
enjoyable and informative introduction to the work of this 
first-century writer. 
 
Horace was born around 60 years before Jesus, and  
occupied a time in the history of the Roman Empire when 
(as Harold Macmillan might have put it) people never had 
it so good. And yet, behind the superficial and material 
comforts of the day, people also sensed (as we do in our 
present time) a hollowness at the heart of things, and a 
lack of real depth behind the glitter and glamour of  
celebrity and wealth. 
 

Horace was a poet who sought to refocus his readers’    
attention on the more worthwhile aspects of life: good 
wholesome food and wine and friendship. Seize the day: 
appreciate the natural world around you; do not be drawn 
into the stressful worlds of business or politics, or striving  

 

Harry Eyres 



after illusory ideals, or the perfection of appearance. 
Harry Eyres, a poet himself, came to be profoundly  
influenced by Horace’s life and work, and found himself 
to be irresistibly attracted to the philosophy Horace  
expounded. Eyres found it to be much in sympathy with 
our need today to slow down and disengage from the  
anxious world and empty notions of success. 
 

The freedom to be oneself was one of the main platforms 
of the Horation message. Horace’s father had been a slave 
who had eventually managed to buy his freedom. And 
this personal freedom became one of Horace’s own most  
valuable possessions. 
 
As Unitarians we are called upon to be free men and 
women. Our principles are those of reason, freedom and 
tolerance. And being free, we must learn to exercise our 
freedom. Horace, by his poetry and outlook on life, can be 
inspirational in helping us to come ever closer to this 
goal. 
 

Seize the day, carpe diem, and enjoy a thoroughly       
contemporary interpretation of some timeless and       
classical themes.  

                                                                                     
     Arthur 
 

 
If you would like to share a review of a book, film or play, 
please send it to Annie for inclusion in the next edition of 

the newsletter. 
       
 
 
 

 



Stop press! 

The Newsletter….. 

Due to the rising costs of providing the newsletter and of 
postage, in future we hope that members with computers 
will access the newsletter online via our website. 

Hard copies will continue to be issued for members and 
visitors attending chapel and posted to those not online. 

Should anyone wish a to receive a copy of the newsletter 
please do not hesitate to let the minister know. 

Visit our website: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk. 



GM on the Map…… 
 
Following a recent reorganisation of the road network in the 
vicinity of Chapel, the most direct route remains - from 
Vaughan Way, via Church Gate, St Peter’s Lane and East Bond 
Street. When leaving Chapel - via  St Peter’s Lane, Mansfield 
Street and Abbey Street onto  Vaughan Way. See Map below. 
 
Leicester City Centre showing Great Meeting 

Great 
Meeting 
Chapel 
Chapel Great 

Meeting 
Chapel 
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