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SERVICES 
11am Services in June 
 
4

th
  Pentecost   The Minister 

11
th
  The Minister 

18
th
  Fathers’ Day  The Minister 

25
th
  Preacher    Simon Hall 

 
11am Services in July 
 
2

nd
  Preacher    Simon Hall 

9
th
  Preacher    Simon Hall 

16
th
  The Minister 

23
rd

  The Minister 
30

th
  The Minister 

 
11am Services in August 
 
6

th
  The Minister 

13
th
  The Minister 

20
th
  The Minister 

27
th
  The Minister 

 

SUMMER DIARY 
 
Saturday 3

rd
 June EMU QM Nottingham 2.30 

Sunday 18
th
 June  Vestry after morning service   

Tuesday 27
th
 June WI visit to GM led by Tony Fletcher 10am 

Friday 30
t 
June         Concert in CWR of GM from 7.30pm  

Weds 5
th
 July  WI visit to GM led by Tony Fletcher 10am 

Weds 2
nd

 August Inquiry Day for prospective ministry  

    students from 11am 

Sat 19
th
 August  Tea in the Garden.  2.00 -4.30 pm 
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FROM THE MINISTER 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
I was walking through a car park the other day when I noticed 
among the vehicles a large and powerful motorbike. It was 
beautifully clean and looked well-maintained, and next to its 
rear number plate a short message was attached. It read: No 
risk, no fun. It was clear that the rider was saying that he or she 
rode this massive and no doubt speedy machine for the excite-
ment of it, and not just as a means of getting from A to B. 
 
Motorbikes can be a dangerous way of getting around, but they 
do offer a sense of freedom which many people still enjoy. I’m 
not a fan of motorcycling myself, nor am I any kind of adrena-
line freak, but I do love the freedom the motorcyclist craved. 
 
The journey into summer means many different things to       
different people. Some stay at home in the UK to visit different 
places, to walk in the hills or go climbing, to  visit our beautiful 
coast and spend time on our glorious beaches, or to simply      
relax and unwind in a rural setting. There are so many         
possibilities. 
 
Many forsake these shores and fly off in pursuit of unbroken 
sunshine: a week or two in a hotel where everything is catered 
for and we can simply toast ourselves into a light golden 
brown. Others travel for its own sake and the extraordinary   
variety tourism offers. 
 
Summer means freedom to me. I enjoy abandoning my heavy 
winter clothes and being able to travel light, as it were. It also 
means being able to abandon central heating and have longer 
lighter days. And for Annie and myself this year it holds out the 
promise of a return to a place where many of the restrictions of 
life fall away, leaving one truly free to be oneself. 
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On the island of Tilos there are no traffic lights, no rounda-
bouts, no road markings, no speed humps. There are no 
CCTV cameras. You may, if you wish, ride your motorbike or 
scooter without a helmet. If you choose you may carry a child 
on your knee as you go, or hand bags of groceries from your 
handlebars, as many of the locals do. 

 
There is one pharmacy but no hospital. There is a police      
station, all very low-key. It is a place which seems to say: No 
risk, no fun – although it doesn’t advertise danger. On the  
contrary. The absence of rules and regulations, the way it 
leaves you to yourself to get on with it, lifts the weight of      
responsibility from one’s shoulders – and that, I suppose, is 
why it is such a wonderful holiday. 
 
The opportunity to slough off the perpetual sense of being   
under observation, of being tracked by means of our mobile 
phones or debit card transactions, of having to abide by a set 
of rules which governs our travel, our behaviour, our dress 
code, and all those other social expectations – to be free of all 
that is a luxury indeed. We do impose tremendous burdens 
upon ourselves one way or another, and to be able to leave 
them behind for a week or two is a precious opportunity. 
 
It is a prospect we are looking forward to as we journey into 
summer. May we all in our different ways find the freedoms 
and liberties we seek - may our holidays be holy days indeed. 

  

Arthur 

 

WANTED: VOLUNTEER FOR KEY POST  
Following the resignation of John Woodward, who has          
performed this role so efficiently for many years, we are     
looking for a new person to fill the role of Building and Fabric 
Co-ordinator on a voluntary basis.   
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John has been very ‘hands on’ over the  past years and we 
would anticipate that the new person might wish to perform 
the role, at least in part, by co-ordinating and arranging  third 
parties to do the ‘heavy lifting’. 

 

Contrary to what the title of this item might imply, this is not 
about a search for someone who can co-ordinate the colour 
scheme and soft furnishings of the chapel.  Far from it. The 
role involves arranging for glamorous  tasks such as gutter 
cleaning, repairs inside and outside the chapel, meeting  
contractors, liaising with third parties such as the alarm    
company, plumbers and heating engineers, maintenance of 
equipment in the chapel and other rooms, and generally   
troubleshooting building problems as they arise.  If you might 
be interested in taking over this vital and interesting position 
please speak to Mike Drucquer or to Arthur. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

The Mayor of Chichester    
Councillor Peter Evans, with the 
Mayoress, Councillor Margaret 
Evans (nee Wykes), following 
the mayor-making ceremony on 
10th May.  
 
Margaret’s brother, David,      
witnessed the occasion on what 
proved to be a glorious spring 
evening.  
 
Peter and Margaret did not 
seek re-election at the recent 
County Council elections, both 
retiring from the West  Sussex County Council. 
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MUSIC SERVICE ON UNITARIAN TV 
On April 30

th
 we were visited by UnitarianTV for a recording of 

our Sunday Service which can now be viewed on Youtube via 
this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DS3FhtrmV1I or 
just search Youtube Unitarian Sunday Service Great Meeting 
Leicester. 

 

We were in luck and got off to a good start with clear skies  
allowing the morning sun to light up both chapel and gardens.  
Invited contingents of fellow Unitarians from Hinckley and 
Belper swelled the congregation, and later, added a healthy 
level of decibels to the hymn singing.  What’s more, the       
restoration and tuning of our 19

th
 century organ had been 

completed just five days earlier, enabling our organist, Robin 
Lister, to take full and delighted advantage of the mysterious 
range of pedals and stops previously denied to him by the  
inevitable deteriorations of time. 

 

Arthur led a very engaging     
service on the subject of music 
and its place in both our temporal 
and spiritual lives.  He gave us 
readings which explored how 
music can cross boundaries, pro-
vide a focus of creativity, serve 
as a medium to express wonder, 
and depict a metaphor for our 
existence in a complex, and at 
times inharmonious world. 

 

His sermon took us from a consideration of the biological 
roots of birdsong, through music as pleasure and as a balm 
for the troubled spirit, to its place in religious expression 
through the medium of hymns, that unique combination of   
music, poetry and prayer. He asked us to consider the              
importance of music when it is a co-operative and               

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DS3FhtrmV1I
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congregational exercise, how it might link to the past, and how 
it can even achieve a political significance, as for example in 
Daniel Barenboim’s joint Israeli/Palestinian orchestra.  Arthur 
explained how theologians such as Martin Luther saw sacred 
music and song as a vital part of the search for redemption via 
praise and wonder at God’s wisdom and greatness.  After 
quoting Psalm 88 with its unequivocal celebration of music, 
praising God with ‘joyful noise’, he reminded us that ‘in all of 
us there is a song worth singing’. 

Certainly worth singing, and in the case of the music group, 
worth listening to as well; led by Verity Hunt-Sheppard, the 
group greatly enhanced the occasion with renditions of David 
Kent’s Chalice Meditations.  

After the service we all repaired for tea and cake in the Garden 
Room, where we had the chance to mingle and chat with our 
guests from Belper and Hinckley. 

 

Our thanks go to Joan Wilkinson and her team from Unitari-
anTV for filming so expertly and unobtrusively.  An edited   
version will be posted on our website in due course. 

Mike Drucquer 
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 WORDS OF APPRECIATION  AFTER THE SERVICE  
 

“How very special were those moments of worship last    
Sunday at Great Meeting. All of us from Belper immensely 
enjoyed the opportunity to share the service with Leicester 
friends. You all made us feel so welcome with such a gener-
ous tea which for some of our folk was quite a treat !... Over 
recent years it has been very encouraging to observe how 
much new life and quality of growth has been achieved at 
Leicester. 
 
Our kind regards and good wishes”  
 

 David Burton (President of East Midlands Unitarians) 

TEA IN THE GARDEN: SATURDAY 19TH AUGUST  

Date for your Diary… the ‘Tea in the Garden’ event will be on 
Saturday 19

th
 August 2017 from 2.00pm to 4.30 pm. 

This year, the event 
will be part of the ‘City 
Festival’ so we can 
expect more visitors.  
We shall have a simi-
lar format as last year 
and Lizzy Rushby will 
provide musical enter-
tainment. 

We shall be putting 
out a sign-up sheet for helpers nearer the time, but if you are 
willing to help, or wish just to attend and enjoy, please keep 
the date free. 

Please start putting aside any items which you think might be 

suitable to donate to the Raffle and/or Tombola! 
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  RETURN OF THE WOOD ANEMONE 
Following the drastic scarification of the graveyard by contract 
gardeners a couple of years ago, the Wood Anemones        
virtually disappeared. Last year I found only a single flower in 
spring. But amazingly and delightfully, in our spring of 2017 
these beautiful flowers re-appeared, and in abundance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need to look after these precious plants. They are one of 
those most faithful to ancient woodland, that is, woodland that 
has not been clear-felled since at least 1600AD. How did 
such remnants survive in Leicester? Historic sources tell us 
that Great Meeting Chapel lies on the site of an orchard. Our 
area of north-east Leicester, within the Roman wall was ap-
parently a deserted 'wasteland' in medieval times, suitable for 
archery practice, evidenced by the name “Butt Close”, now 
the Matalan car park. So the orchard may well have been 
planted within a remnant of old woodland. I like to think that 
our Wood Anemones are ancient survivors. The possibility 
remains that they were introduced, but our patch is rather ex-
tensive, at around 30ft across. This is unusual in gardened 
habitats as Wood Anemones cannot spread by seed (they are 
rarely fertile) so all their  spread must be from the under-
ground rhizomes. This rate is exceeding slow, speed of 
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spread has been measured at a mere 6ft every hundred years. 

 

Wood Anemone is one of Britain's earliest spring flowers, car-
peting old woodlands before they become shaded by tree 
leaves in late spring. They co-exist with Snowdrops, and are 
followed by Bluebells which flower about two months later. As 
these plants depend on shade they are unable to spread natu-
rally beyond the confines of woodland, so our patch is an iso-
lated remnant. By June the leaves are gone and the plants 
bide their time underground until sprouting in the following 
February. 

 

The name “anemone” comes from Greek “wind”, hence “wind 
flower”, supposedly referring to their delicate petals fluttering in 
breeze. Folklore records a wide variety of less innocent 
names,  such as “Ladies Shimmey (ladies chemises), “Shame-
faced Maiden” and “Moll o' the Woods”. More practical is refer-
ence to their somewhat unpleasant though faint smell as in 
“Moggie Nightgown” and “Smell Foxes”. Sometimes we hear 
the childrens' mis-hearing “Wooden enemies”. 

 

Les us do all we 

can to preserve 

this delightful 

flower – the first 

inkling that the 

long winter is 

over.   

   

 Tony 

 Fletcher‘ 
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‘IN MEMORIAM – IN REMEMBRANCE- YOM 
HASHOAH’ 

A painting shared in reverence and solidarity with the Jewish 
community of Leicester to commemorate victims of the        

Holocaust. 
 
On the 23

rd
 April, I had the honour of attending the Yom 

Hashoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) service at the Neve 
Shalom Synagogue in Leicester. I contributed in a small way 
through the painting ‘In Memoriam’, also known as ‘Bearing 
Witness’, part of the series ‘Art and Light’ in collaboration with 
Paul Rudman. 
 
I was raised as a Greek Orthodox Christian, but I have an in-
terest and a deep respect for other faiths and have wor-
shipped in a variety of settings.   I am a retired teacher and 
practising artist.  Dr Rudman is an academic and a consultant 
in technological and educational innovation. Paul and I wanted 
to display the painting in a setting where the work would serve 
a meaningful function, engender discussion and encourage 
reflection.   
 
We approached Neve Shalom Synagogue and were invited  to 
meet Rabbi Mark and some of the congregation, present the 
painting and discuss if it would be appropriate to display. We 
were warmly received and were given the go-ahead to share 
this work with the community on the 23

rd
 April, for Yom 

HaShoah.  
 
The symbolism in the work, the light dispelling the dark, and 
the remembrance of the departed are universal. Some of the 
less familiar religious symbols (votive offerings) from the 
Greek Orthodox tradition are discussed below.  

Relevance 
The catalyst for the painting was the massacre at the Bataclan 
centre in Paris, in November 2015.The image commemorates 
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all innocent victims of violence, particularly those whose lives 
were cut short by misguided political ideologies. As such, we 
hope that it befits the spirit of the day and is faithful to its aims.  

The Faces 
The faces, which are composites (not the faces of actual      
victims) represent the many people who lost their lives. They 
depict men and women of various faiths and ages, made to 
look as if they could be anyone; the woman from the bank; the 
man from the opticians; an older man, perhaps the caretaker, 
perhaps the manager of a local shop. The women are symbols 
of quiet strength as they complete the composition at each 
side. There is anger in one of the male faces; another is 
mournful. All are frozen in time, their physical selves lost to 
their families, their children their loved ones. 

The Votive plaques 
Votive offerings are used in Greek Orthodoxy as a way of ask-
ing for divine intervention. They represent parts of the body 
which the devotee asks to be healed.  (There are four shown 
here:  a leg, an arm, a man and a woman). Some of these are 
replicated on birch cubes, which are shown scattered across 
the surface of the work. They allude to the shattering of lives 
by acts of violence. Shadows, representing sorrow, are perma-
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nently cast on the picture plane and other shadows represent-
ing violence, are created by the explosive light on the left.  

The Frieze 
The marble classical funerary frieze on the top part of the 
painting is symbolic of the safeguarding of memories for future 
generations. History is preserved for posterity. 

The Lights: 
The lights augment the narrative and invite reflection.  They 
represent the candles lit in memory of the departed in Greek 
Orthodox Christian memorial (Μνημόσυνο) services and the oil 
lamps on the graves of the deceased.  They correspond to 
Yahrzeit or memorial candles, in Judaism,  (Hebrew: נשמה,נר
ner neshama) that are lit in memory of the dead. Yahrzeit can-
dles are also used on Holocaust Remembrance Day ceremony 
(Yom HaShoah) and burn through the entire occasion. They 
interact and invite us to sit quietly and meditate on how life can 
be so easily and thoughtlessly cut short.  The candles or oil 
lamps represent the irrepressible human spirit, the memory of 
those gone, kept eternally safe in the hearts and minds of 
those left behind. Horror does not and cannot eliminate hope 
and love.  Darkness cannot extinguish light. That is ultimately 
the meaning of the painting.  
 
My colleague Paul Rudman has accomplished the use of light-
ing in a way that is deeply sympathetic to the painting, without 
being overwhelming. 
 

George Sfougaras 

 
If you would like to visit the Neve Shalom synagogue in 

Clarendon Park, for a guided tour and to see George’s art-
work in situ, please sign the sheet in the Garden Room. 

Date and time TBC. 
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Directory 
MINISTER:  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Dr Michael Drucquer 
47, Elms Road 
Leicester 
Le2 3JD 
Tel: 0116 2219685 

E-mail: m.drucquer@ntlworld.com 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
(see contact details above)  

ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
(see contact details above)  

 

mailto:ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:fossilmatron@msn.com
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
ORGANIST: 
Mr Robin Lister 
Tel: 0787 019 5026 
 
DEPUTY ORGANIST: 
Mr Mark Balding 
Tel: 0116 2892202 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile:07736772381 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX 

mailto:nickydrucquer@gmail.com
mailto:jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk
http://www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk
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