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SERVICES 
Services in December 

Sunday 4th  11.00AM  The Minister 

Sunday 11th 11.00AM  The Minister 

Sunday 18
th
 3.00 PM  Carol Service 

Services in January 

Sunday 1st  11.00AM  The Minister 

Sunday 8th  11.00AM  The Minister 

Sunday 15th 11.00AM  The Minister 

Sunday 22nd 11.00AM  The Minister 

Sunday 29th 11.00AM  The Minister 

Services in February 

Sunday 5th  11.00AM  The Minister 

Sunday 12th 11.00AM  The Minister 

Sunday 19th 11.00AM  The Minister 

Sunday 26th 11.00AM  The Minister 

FORTHCOMING 

 Sunday 3rd December: East Midlands Quarterly Meeting at 
Mansfield Old Meeting House from 2.30pm 

  Sunday 11th December: Chapel Vestry meets following the 
morning service 

 Sunday 18th December: Christmas Tea will be held in the  
Garden Room at 4.00PM following the Carol Service 

  Sunday 22nd January: The Baptism of JASPER TILLEY will 
take place during morning worship 

  Sunday 29th January: Morning Service will be followed by a 
Burn’s Lunch in the Garden Room. 

 
 



3  

 

FROM THE MINISTER 

Dear Friends, 

Have you ever wondered why the stork is the creature most 
associated with the arrival of infants into this world? The follow-
ing delightful poem, which I believe was found inscribed in the 
flysheet of a sixteenth-century prayer book, explains all: 

 

The stork she rose on Christmas Eve 
And said unto her brood 
I must now fly to Bethlehem 
To view the son of God: 
 
She gave to each his dole of meat, 
She stowed them safely in,  
And far she flew, and fast she flew, 
And came to Bethlehem. 
 
“Now where is he of David’s  line?” 
She asked at house and hall: 
“He is not here”, they made reply’ 
“But in a manger stall” 
 
She found him in a manger stall 
With that most Holy Maid 
The gentle stork she wept to see 
The Lord so rudely laid 
 
Then from her panting breast 
She plucked three feathers white and warm, 
She strewed them in the manger bed 
To keep the Lord from harm 
 
“Now blessed be the gentle stork 
Forever more,” quoth he 
“For that she saw my sad estate 
And showed me such pity 
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Full welcome shall there ever be 
In hamlet and in hall, 
And called henceforth the Blessed Bird 
And friends of babies all!” 

 

Another anonymous poet wrote the following lines of sound 
advice for the approaching season of Christmas. I don’t know 
how many years ago this poem was composed, but its    
message is no less relevant today 

 

YULE-TIDE FIRES 

Cleanse with burning log of oak 
The canker of thy care,  
Deck with the scarlet-berried bough 
The temple of the fair, 
Spread pure white linen for a feast, 
Perchance some guest may share 
 
Give forth thy gold and silver coins, 
For they were lent to thee: 
Put out to usury thy dross, 
One talent gaineth three. 
Perchance the hungered and the poor 
May pray to God for thee. 
 

Once a pale star rose in the East 
For watching herds to see, 
And weakness came to Bethlehem, 
And strength to Galilee. 
Perchance, if thou dost keep thy tryst, 
A star may rise for thee 

 

Annie and our family would like to wish all members and 
friends at Great Meeting a joyous Noel and a peaceful and 
fulfilling New Year,                              
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          Arthur 

HISTORIC MARRIAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 17th September 2016 
the first same-sex wedding 
to be held at Great Meeting 
took place between Alex 
Hambleton and Sarah Dav-
enport, conducted by Rev 
Patrick Timperley of Hinkley 
Chapel. 

 

Great Meeting is delighted 
to have been registered as 
a place of worship for equal 
marriage, and we extend 
our warm good wishes to 
Alex and  Sarah for their      
future happiness.  
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HERITAGE OPEN DAY AND RIDE 'N STRIDE: 

SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

We opened for two days this year, both Saturday and, since we are 
all in Chapel, on Sunday too. 

 

Saturday was truly awful weather with heavy, cold rain and busi-
ness was very slow. Some of us sat around drinking tea, but then, 
our first visitors – two very inebriated teenage girls wanting to use 
the toilet. This was 10 am and the night clubs must have just 
closed. On leaving, they offered a couple of words but I didn't un-
derstand either of them. Still, their visit counted. Business picked 
up after lunch but all were walkers; no cyclists at all. One lady, in 
wellies and beneath an umbrella, was a churchwarden from Bur-
bage and had 60 sponsors so her commitment was outstanding.  

 

Sunday was much brighter with a good turnout in Chapel. Two 
Ride n' Strider's attended the service. Another kind visitor lent me 
some copies of newsletters from the 1950's which I have duly cop-
ied. A notable visitor was Noel Crutchley, of “Mr Leicester' fame, 
and an authority on William Gardiner. He was anxious to view our 
pictures and paintings, especially the large oil painting of Thomas 
Gardiner, William's father, a cellist who encouraged young William 
in his musical career. Following the discovery of this painting, Mr 
Crutchley will have to revise his powerpoint talks which some of us 
had witnessed only a few weeks before. 

 

All-in-all, despite the bad Saturday weather, we hosted 60 people 
on the day and a further 39 on Sunday, making 99 in all – not 
counting ourselves. This was somewhat down on last year but un-
derstandably so. 

 

Thank you all who attended, greeted visitors and showed them 
around the chapel.  

Tony Fletcher 
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     CABARET NIGHT 
On the evening of Saturday 16th September members of the 

congregation and friends we were treated to a splendid Cabaret 

evening organised by the Great Meeting Singers. The show was 

held in the Christopher Wykes Room, which was provided with a 

suitable atmosphere through clever lighting and decorative 

touches. The photo collage on the next page gives a flavour of 

the very enjoyable proceedings.  

 

The performers had clearly spent many hours preparing a feast 

of entertainment from a variety of songbooks, all of which were 

greatly appreciated and warmly applauded.  

 

The event raised over £ 200 for the organ restoration fund. 

  
Great Meeting Singers 
Polka Dots and Moonbeams 
Bridge Over Troubled Water 
Let Us Shine 

What a Wonderful World 

  
Jennifer 
A Thousand Miles 
Everything I Do 
Bless the Broken Road 

In His Eyes 

  

  
Morag 
People 
Promenade 
Can't help lovin' that 

man 

  

  
J and M together:         I Know Him So Well 

Verity 
A Hundred and One Pound 
of Fun 
Some Enchanted Evening 
The Black Hills of Dakota 
Diamonds are a Girls Best 
Friend 

The Lady is a Tramp 

David 
The Next Big Thing 
Nature Boy 
Ain't Misbehaving 
Summertime 

Cararet 

  

Robin 
Killer Joe 
Coming Home Baby 
Satin Doll 
One for Daddy O 
Milestones 
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 HARVEST RESULT 
Following our very well-attended Harvest Festival Service on 

30th October last, an extremely enjoyable Harvest lunch took 

place in the Garden Room, kindly organised on our behalf by 

Morag Jones. Proceeds from the Lunch and the Sale of Pro-

duce amounted to a record-breaking £180.37 which has been 

posted to the Clara Barton Red Cross Appeal on behalf of the 

people of Haiti, who have so recently suffered both earth-

quake and hurricane. 
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Morag and all our helpers are warmly thanked for their hard 

work, as are all members and friends who donated so gen-

erously. 

         XMAS CARD 

Thanks also go to George who has kindly 

donated all profits of a limited edition run 

of an Xmas card featuring the award-

winning digital print featured in the last 

newsletter to the Organ Restoration fund 
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 CLIMATE CHANGE IS DEFINITELY HERE 
Changes in wildlife give a very good picture of changes in climate 
and weather. The latter being a consequence of climate of course. 
Recent changes seem to reflect a warming in temperatures and crea-
tures from the warmer south are moving northwards. 

 

Although we are familiar with stories of animals disappearing and be-
coming extinct, we get fewer reports of those which are appearing or 
reappearing. For example, for the past 3 years we have had Little 
Egrets in the River Soar just below Narborough Station. These exotic 
birds, from the Meditteranean and France, are pure white, have stilt-
like legs and a long, black beak, and seem happy fishing for stickle-
backs along the river bank. Previously unknown in the Midlands they 
have been seen at Rutland Water over the past 10 years and are 
now breeding. In Narborough we've had three at a time so maybe 
they will stay. One even flew over my garden in Littlethorpe. 

 

My personal favourite was the sighting of a Scarlet Tiger moth. I was 
sitting on my rocking chair perusing the garden through the patio win-
dow and saw a large, 
fluttering, red moth/
butterfly around the 
leylandii hedge. After 
half an hour it settled 
on the hedge, so I 
rushed out to get its 
picture and found two 
of them – mating! 
The books tell us this 
moth is pronouncedly 
southern, no farther 
north than Oxford-
shire. But, here they 
are creeping in over the past 10 years. Initially at Ketton, then one in 
Braunston, now two are in Narborough. Their caterpillars feed on 
Comfrey so watch out for this spectacular creature which has a two 
inch wingspan.                         
           

        Tony Fletcher 
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DESIDERATA 
Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, and remember what 
peace there may be in silence. As far as possible, without surren-
der, be on good terms with all persons. 

Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even 
to the dull and the ignorant; they too have their story. 

Avoid loud and aggressive persons; they are vexatious to the spirit. 
If you compare yourself with others, you may become vain or bitter, 
for always there will be greater and lesser persons than yourself. 

Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. Keep inter-
ested in your own career, however humble; it is a real posses-
sion in the changing fortunes of time. 

Exercise caution in your business affairs, for the world is full of trick-
ery. But let this not blind you to what virtue there is; many persons 
strive for high ideals, and everywhere life is full of heroism. 

Be yourself. Especially, do not feign affection. Neither be cyni-
cal about love; for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment 
it is as perennial as the grass. 

Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully surrendering the 
things of youth. 

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune. 
But do not distress yourself with dark imaginings. Many fears 
are born of fatigue and loneliness. 

Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself. You are a 
child of the universe no less than the trees and the stars; you have 
a right to be here. 

And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe is 
unfolding as it should. Therefore be at peace with God, what-
ever you conceive Him to be. 

And whatever your labours and aspirations, in the noisy confusion 
of life, keep peace in your soul. With all its sham, drudgery and bro-
ken dreams, it is still a beautiful world.  

Be cheerful. Strive to be happy. 

By Max Ehrmann , Requested by Freda Betts 
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DIRECTORY 
MINISTER:  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Dr Michael Drucquer 
47, Elms Road 
Leicester 
Le2 3JD 
Tel: 0116 2219685 

E-mail: m.drucquer@ntlworld.com 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
(see contact details above)  

ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
(see contact details above)  

 

mailto:ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:fossilmatron@msn.com
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
ORGANIST: 
Mr Robin Lister 
Tel: 0787 019 5026 
 
DEPUTY ORGANIST: 
Mr Mark Balding 
Tel: 0116 2892202 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile:07736772381 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX 

mailto:nickydrucquer@gmail.com
mailto:jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk
http://www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk
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