
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

300 years of Freedom, Reason and Tolerance 

Newsletter - Autumn 2016 

Great Meeting Chapel  

Leicester 

 



2  

 

 

AUTUMN SERVICES 
With the exception of the following, all Sunday Services at 
11am for September, October and November will be led by the 
Minister: 

4
th
 September   Simon Hall 

11
th
 September  Simon Hall 

18
th
 September  Dr Andy Phillips 

DIARY FOR THE AUTUMN  MONTHS 
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th September: Heritage Open 
Day and “Ride’N Stride” .  Starting at 10.00 and closing at 
5pm, volunteers will be needed to greet visitors, sign the spon-
sorship forms for the bicyclers, show visitors around the chapel 
and garden, etc. If you can spare an hour or two, please let  
Tony Fletcher know so he can arrange a timetable. 
 
Friday 16th September at 7.30 pm. GM Singers present a 
Cabaret Night in aid of the organ restoration fund at Great 
Meeting. Bring a dessert or drink to share 
 
Saturday 17

th
 September at 3pm: The wedding of Alex Ham-

blin and Sarah Davenport will take place in chapel, led by Rev 
Patrick Timperley, organist Mr Ian Orr. 
 
23rd October, after the Sunday service, Harvest Festival 
Lunch  
 
1

st
 October at 12.00pm: AGM of the East Midlands District, 

to be held at OMH Mansfield. Speaker,  Rev Tom McCready. 
 
8

th
 October at 11am: Leicester branch of the Chapels Society 

visit to Great Meeting. 
 
13

th
 November at 11am: Remembrance Sunday 

 
27

th
 November: Advent begins. 

 



3  

 

 

FROM THE MINISTER 

“The trees are in their autumn beauty, 

The woodland paths are dry….” 

Dear Friends, 

To borrow some thoughts from a humanist pamphlet I 
came across recently, as the above lines from WB 
Yeats remind us, autumn is a great month for poetry. 
The season is both beautiful and significantly tran-
sient. The yellowing leaves fall profusely from the 
trees, days shorten and cool, and the first touches of 
winter begin to make themselves felt again. 

 

Traditionally our theology points us to the eternal and 
everlasting – qualities we tend to associate with ideas 
of the unchanging divine, the enduring good. This de-
sire for permanence and stability also leads us to long 
for peace, an end to conflict, and a resolution of the 
problems and difficulties of life. 

 

Autumn reminds us more poignantly than any other 
season that this, however, is not the way of nature. 
Trees and flowers bear shoots in the springtime, blos-
som in the summer, and die back in the autumn, only 
to be recreated after the winter. Likewise within our-
selves, new cells are always being created as old 
ones are destroyed. 

 

In every case what we see is a dynamic between  
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 destruction and rebuilding, and autumn demon-
strates this truth in the most beautiful and memora-
ble ways. The sere leaf in its gold and brown pro-
vides some of the most affecting landscapes we 
ever experience. And of course we are no different 
from the rest of nature and are part of its ceaseless 
ebb and flow. Our time is finite, so let us appreciate it 
wisely, -- which is the lesson of the autumn leaves. 

The poets have known this, and have given us some 
of their finest expressions to celebrate it. As John 
Keats most famously wrote: 

 

“Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 

Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun, 

Conspiring with him how to load and bless 

With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run…” 

 

Autumn seems to actually physically demonstrate 
how much we have to be thankful for, the blessings 
we have received, and how everything now comes 
to fruition. 

 

May its days be peaceful and full of goodness for us.  
May it prove to be a time of reflection on what has 
been, and may we be continually grateful for all the 
gifts we have enjoyed. 

With good wishes to all members and friends, 

Arthur. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Jenny and Thom on their wedding 
at Harris Manchester College Oxford on 23rd July this 
year. It was a  wonderful sunny day and the  happiest 
of occasions.  The Principal Rev Dr Ralph Waller offici-
ated at the service, and the congregation sang “Love 
Divine” and “Jerusalem”. 

Left to right in the photo are Annie, Ruth (Annie’s mother) Thom, 
Jenny, Kate (Jenny’s sister and chief bridesmaid) and Arthur 

KEYHOLDER AND BOOKS WANTED 

We are still seeking additional key holders at Chapel. 
If you are interested and willing to fulfil this important 
role please contact the Minister in the first instance.  

 

We also need additional books to restock the book 
table. Since November 2008 it has raised an amazing 
total of £3420 for Chapel funds.   

Thank you 
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A POST BREXIT PRAYER 

Tony Fletcher writes:  

Whether you were Brexit or Remain the vote result 

stunned the nation. Initially we were shocked, followed 

by a kind of grief - 'What have we done?' It reminded me 

of that Sunday morning when we heard the tragic news 

of Diana Spencer. On the following Sunday, after a mere 

two days to prepare, our guest minister Andy Phillips 

caught the mood perfectly with a superb and sensitive 

prayer. An abridged version  is reproduced below, with 

Andy's permission.  

“ Mysterious Presence, Source of All Being, as Vast as 

the Universe, as Personal as our most intimate yearn-

ings …  

… as we approach now, we are mindful of the momen-

tous week just past, mindful of the decision our nation 

has just taken, a decision that for many has elicited sig-

nificant emotion – whether jubilation, celebration, relief 

and hope, or despondency, disbelief and deep, deep 

concern. 

It would appear on the surface that we are a nation di-

vided, though we know there is more that connects us, 

more that we have in common, more in our humanity, 

than in whatever foolishness separates us. 

Help us to draw on this commonality, help it become in-

creasingly real to us, as we try to find our way through 
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uncharted territory. Let neither the intoxication of victory 

nor the disorientation of defeat cloud our judgment, lessen 

our tolerance or relax our vigilance. 

Help us to continue to strive to be a tolerant, respectful, 

open minded and open hearted people. We know that 

most of the British people who voted did so in good con-

science and after sober reflection. But we also know that 

there was a small minority of voters whose primary ration-

ale was hatred. Help us Unitarians, whether voting leave 

or remain, to courageously confront such hatred wherever 

it surfaces in our nation. Help us continue to welcome folk 

of diverse cultural, religious and racial backgrounds, folk 

of diverse sexuality and genders, folk of diverse abilities, 

talents and physicalities. Help us welcome them and help 

us call out any process of discrimination or marginalisa-

tion. 

And now, as our nation begins the EU exit process, let us, 

however we voted, recognise now that our patience will 

be tested by the bureaucracy and implementation of this 

process. Help us to not let this process lead to further po-

larisation and separation, help it be conducted respectfully 

and fairly and with surprising blessing in our relationship 

with our European friends and neighbours. 

Finally then, we ask in matters political and social that 

which is sometimes the cry of the heart in matters per-

sonal, and that is the granting of: the serenity to accept 

the things we cannot change, the courage to change the 

things we can, and the wisdom to know the difference.” 
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TEA IN THE GARDEN 
On August Bank Holiday Monday we opened the 

Chapel and Garden for a “Tea in the Garden” event. 

The sun shined, music played, we managed to        

attract a fair number of the public to pop in and we all 

enjoyed a very sociable occasion with delicious 

cakes. The event raised £319.70, a good start for our 

fund raising for the restoration of the chapel organ. 

 
 

Thanks to Tony Fletcher for the photos 
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Thanks to Tony Fletcher for the photos 
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 FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF SAINT PAUL  
 

I am not too familiar with the Apostle Saint Paul, 
except that he was not a disciple. He was born a 
Jew in Turkey, became a  Christian and then a 
Roman citizen. He made 4 journeys to Rome and 
one of them involved a walk from the city of 
Perge (Turkey) via Adada to Antioch Persidia 
near Yalvac, a distance of about 500km.  

In April I embarked on a 3 week trek which 
roughly followed the direction he would have 
taken. Along the way I saw a lot of temples, 
theatres and aqueducts, now partly ruined by 
earthquakes and not very well maintained.  It 
illustrates the wealth and power of the eastern 
Roman empire at the time of Saint Paul.  

Between the start and finish there is only 1 ma-
jor town, Egirdir, an almost seaside resort on 
the huge lake of 186sq miles. There are a couple 
of very small market towns, but other than that 
there are a few villages with populations from about 30 to 100. 

The only ATM is at Egirdir, credit cards are of no use except here, so you 
always have to carry cash. Public transport is usually restricted to the 
bus on which school children are shipped to different villages according 
to age, early in the morning (and adults who wish to hitch a ride). 

Every village has a mosque and these must be paid for by the govern-
ment as the villagers could not afford to do it. 

Some villages have a bakaal or mini market but the range of goods is 
very limited.  Presenting a 50TL note (£12) usually presents some     dif-
ficulties so you always need a supply of small change. Some villages may 
have a kahve (café or teahouse) where only drinks are sold. They do not 
resemble a European café in any way. You recognise them       because 
they are usually near the mosque, some tables and chairs outside, with 
middle aged and old men sitting there, drinking tea (cay) and playing 
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 cards or baccarat. I have never seen a woman there -  they always seem to be 
doing the hard work. Some villages have nothing but a fountain. Water is not 
usually a  problem here except in the drier parts of the mountains where you 
use the wells, usually supplied with a tin can and piece of string. Formal ac-
commodation is almost non-existent. You may find an odd pansyion (B&B), but 
most of the time wild camping is necessary (once in someone’s garden).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

During the walk, eve-
ryone was most hospitable and helpful, without exception. Hardly anyone 
speaks English but knowing just a few words of Turkish seems to break down 
any barriers. 

On one occasion, after a bad bit of weather, I was taken in, tent dried off, 
washed, given an evening meal, tea and a chat with the family, breakfast and 
food for my lunch. I had to ask if I could give them something and they did  
accept some money, but sometimes they will not accept anything. 

On another, I was walking along a road through apple orchards when a    
woman called me over to give me some gozeleme (pancakes with cheese and 
spinach inside ). I wild camped by the lake that night and the next day I walked 
through a series of villages, passing a settlement of charcoal burners.  At the 
first village tea shop the owner phoned someone to open the mini market  
especially for me, at the second village tea shop I was given free cups of tea, 
and free tea seemed the order of the day at the next 2 villages. Why, I do not 
know. Maybe they felt sorry for an old guy with a big backpack, because walk-
ing for pleasure is incomprehensible to them.  

John Woodward 
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HOPE 
Our front cover features a work by George Sfougaras, newly 
elected member of Leicester Society of Artists. Entitled ’Hope’ 
this print recently won a prize in the Small Print International 
exhibition. Below George explains the story behind it. 
 
"The print 'Hope' was inspired by the exodus of refugees and 
the images of people sailing across the Mediterranean from 
Turkey to the Greek islands," says George Sfougaras.  "The 
news was and is saturated with tragic images of little boats 
and uprooted people, desperately seeking a better life, despite 
leaving all they had and all that sustained them behind.  
 
Early on the day when the original idea was conceived, I was 
walking to the Leicester Print Workshop studio through Victo-
ria Park in Leicester. The trees had shed their last autumnal 
leaves and stood in a bitter breeze which bent and 
swayed their thin branches. They stoically faced their circum-
stances in the hope of a new spring and new life. Trees are 
beautiful entities and move me deeply. The image of the trees 
made me think of how hope survives and sustains us, even 
guides us, when we face insurmountable odds. I ran to the 
studio and made a simple little sketch so that I would not lose 
this moving image and idea.  
 
The tree on the boat is a metaphor. The three components of 
the print, the boat, the tree and the sea are simple and univer-
sally understood, but their juxtaposition makes us look again 
and reflect. The tree symbolises a person who has been dis-
placed or uprooted and through life changing events, forced to 
become a refugee. Anyone in that position cannot survive long 
without putting roots down somewhere. When they do, 
will they survive and thrive, create a meaningful life for them-
selves and their children and bear fruit? 
 

"This small print - I could not stop making different subtly     
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different versions of it - captured a moment in time and helped 
me to think through some momentous events happening in our 
life time." 
 
George’s print 'Hope' can be seen as part of the Small Print 
International exhibition, currently  on tour. For more information 
on venue and tour dates see the Leicester Print Workshop 
website, http://www.leicesterprintworkshop.com/ 
 
__________________________________________________ 

Leicester Unitarian 

Great Meeting Singers Present 

 
 

Pay-What-You-Feel       

towards our pro-

gramme of evening 

entertainment 

 

All monies raised  

going to the Organ 

Fund 

 

Bring a desert or 

drink to share 
 
 

Friday 16th September @ 7.30 pm    

Meet in the  Garden Room,  

Great Meeting Chapel, 45 East Bond St, 

LE1 4SX 
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DIRECTORY 
MINISTER:  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Dr Michael Drucquer 
47, Elms Road 
Leicester 
Le2 3JD 
Tel: 0116 2219685 

E-mail: m.drucquer@ntlworld.com 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
(see contact details above)  

ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
(see contact details above)  

 

mailto:ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:fossilmatron@msn.com
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
ORGANIST: 
Mr Mark Balding 
Tel: 0116 2892202 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile:07736772381 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX 
 
 
 

mailto:nickydrucquer@gmail.com
mailto:jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk
http://www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk
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