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Services in May 

Sunday 4th  11am  The Minister 

Sunday 11th  11am  The Minister: Great Meeting  AGM 

Sunday 18th  11am  The Minister 

Sunday 25th  11am  The Minister 

 

Services in June 

Sunday 1st  11am  The Minister 

   6pm  EMU Joint Service  at Mansfield 

Sunday 8th  11am  The Minister: Pentecost 

Sunday 15th  11am  The Minister 

Sunday 22nd  11am  The Minister: Baptism 

Sunday 29th  11am  The Minister 

 

Services in July 

Sunday 6th  11am  The Minister 

Sunday 13th  11am  Supply 

Sunday 20th  11am  Supply 

Sunday 27th               11am  Supply 

 

Diary  Dates 

The Annual General Meeting of the Congregation will take place on Sunday 11th May after 

the morning service. 

The Joint Service of the East Midland District will be held at the Old Meeting House, Mans-

field, on Sunday 1st June. Tea will be served from 4.30pm. The service will begin at 6pm led 

by the President of the General Assembly, Marion Baker. 

On Sunday 22nd of June the baptism of Arthur Lewis Hague will take place in chapel as part 

of the morning service. 
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From the Minister... 
Dear Friends, 

As I prepare this newsletter which is due to come out in May, one of the things I 

am looking forward to is of course the warmer weather. Not only do I want to put 

away my scarf and gloves and get out my summer shirts, I am really hoping that 

the chapel will have warmed up again, enough for us to be able to use it once 

more for our Sunday services. 

I have really missed being in there on Sundays, and perhaps you have too, for 

various reasons. Let me confess that I have missed the support of my gown 

(inappropriate to wear in the garden Room), and the use of the pulpit. As my old 

principal used to say, “Your gown covers a multitude of sins.” And of course, as 

another saying goes, “the pulpit lifts you six feet above contradiction.” 

The thing that visitors to GM want to see is the chapel. Last year’s president de-

scribed it as “beautiful”. And I’ll let you into a secret: before we moved to Leices-

ter I looked at other possible congregations, including one where they had a dual-

purpose hall. As we assembled for the Sunday service, I saw the minister and one 

or two helpers putting the tables away and getting the rows of chairs out ready 

for the congregation. 

Watching the minister shifting the furniture about, as he must have done every 

Sunday, before even meeting the congregation I dismissed the possibility of mov-

ing there. It was not something I wanted to do. Yet it is something I have done 

since last year when we had to adopt the Garden Room for our Sunday worship. 

You can understand why I am eager to get back into chapel. 

I have missed (and I am sure you have too) being among four walls which have 

been made “divinely fair” by the prayers of generations over three centuries. I 

have missed the organ, the acoustics, and the peace. 

I sincerely hope that those of you who have so much enjoyed being in the Garden 

Room each week, with its lovely view and its comfortable seats, will nevertheless 

still share some of my enthusiasm for a return to pulpit and pews ! 

With good wishes to all members and friends, 

Arthur. 
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Recent Visitors 

During April the minister’s son, Chris, returned 
to the UK for a visit, bringing with him his part-
ner, Jo, on her first trip out of her native China.  

The photo shows Jo trying out the heights of 
Great Meeting’s pulpit on the day she was 
shown around chapel. 

Chris and Jo went on to spend Easter in Rome, 
before returning to China towards the end of 
the month. 

 

 

Banner, Posters and Garden 

Grateful thanks to Mike Drucquer for designing and having made for us a new 
banner advertising our weekly meeting for worship. This appeared in April on our 
front railings. 

Mike has also designed and produced two posters which now fill the empty spac-
es on either side of our main notice board in front of chapel. 

The appearance of the chapel has been further enhanced by some attractive and 
judicious planting undertaken by Mike and Nicky Drucquer. We are most          
appreciative of all their hard work.  

___________________________________________________________________ 

Newsletter and Website 

The deadline for copy for the Autumn 2014 newsletter is 20th July and               
contributions from members of the congregation are very warmly welcomed.  In 
addition to being the newsletter compiler Nicky has taken over the role of liaison 
with our ‘web master’. If you have any digital images of Great Meeting  people, 
places or events since 2011 please forward them to her for inclusion in the photo 
gallery section of the site. She would also value any feedback, or suggestions you 
may have, for further enhancement of the site. 

Car-
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Car-

Red-legged Partridge at Great Meeting 

A seldom-seen visitor to the Chapel came during the week of March 14-16, namely a 
Red Legged Partridge. Recorded only three times before in Leicester City, a solitary 
bird foraged for several days in our Chapel garden. 

They are usually found in small groups in open fields but quickly retreat into the 
hedges when surprised, so they are seldom seen by walkers. They forage for 
seeds, roots and insects, all the year round. They are most numerous throughout 
England and to eastern Scotland, but not in Wales or central and western Scot-
land. There are thought to be around 80,000 pairs in the UK.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red-legged partridges are surprisingly hard to spot. Despite such colourful plumage, 
they blend remarkably well into their preferred habitat of heaths and downs. During 
the breeding season, these partridges have the unusual habit of laying two clutches 
of eggs in different nests and at different times. One clutch is incubated by the fe-
male, the other by the male.  

Newly-hatched Red-legged Partridge chicks can feed on weed and grass seeds, as 
well as insects, and it may be that they are less vulnerable to the indirect effects of 
pesticides than Grey Partridge chicks: this could be a reason why Red-legged survive 
in areas where Grey Partridges do not.  

They were first successfully introduced into Britain during the reign of King Charles ІІ, 
who was anxious to establish the birds since numbers of the native (grey) partridge 
were falling as a result of over-hunting. This species is declining throughout Europe 
owing to over-hunting, loss of habitat caused by urbanisation and agricultural inten-
sification, and increased competition and hybridisation with related species. 

Tony Fletcher 

Photographer: Tony Fletcher 
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Carbon Fast 2014 
 

What is a carbon fast?   It is a way of taking small steps over  4 week period at this 
time of year for a more sustainable world. By following a Carbon Fast diary for 40 
days  it is possible to become more aware of one’s carbon footprint and possibly 
evolve a different relationship with creation. 
 
This March,  in parallel with the Christian cycle of Lent  which is  40 days when 
Christians remember Jesus spending time in the wilderness, facing challenge and 
temptation I introduced the Carbon Fast to the Unitarians and to friends.   Though 
not affiliated to a Christian church I decided to follow the carbon fast as a         
challenge sent to me from the ‘Anglican communion Environmental network’ .  

As I set about reading the short passages day by day I recalled the fascination of 
leaving out a favourite food in Lent as a child.  I also recalled fasting in Ramadan 
some years ago when following the Islamic calendar.   
 
This time it was different and much more interesting.   
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First of all the participant is encouraged to work out their own current carbon 
footprint for the twelve months just past.  To do this  one goes on the website 
http://footprint.wwf.org.uk/questionnaires/show/1/1/1/ 
To my horror because of my long haul flights taken in 2013 it would need 21/2 
planets to support my lifestyle!! 
 
Each week of the printed diary was devoted to an environmental theme as fol-
lows; one could take on the challenges presented or just become more aware 
by reading and reflecting.  
 
Week 1:  Stuff  
Here the focus was on possessions, decluttering, exchange rather than replace, 
and even learning more about the sourcing of the things we buy.  
 
Week 2:  Water 
Here the focus was on practical actions to conserve water as a precious re-
source, whether this be at a personal or institutional level.  
 
Since this exercise I have been informed of the Leicester Festival on Sunday 8th 
June when a fun event at the Riverside festival will Sing for Water, and raise 
vital funds for Water Aid. 
Readers are encouraged to go along to the Leicester  Riverside and join in!  
www.leicestersingforwater.org.uk 
 
Week 3 :  Energy and Mobility 
Here the focus was on promoting energy efficiency and in reducing one’s use of 
energy, learning how much energy is needed to produce meat for the diet of 
humans, considering how to live more energy efficiently  at home, asking ques-
tions about where our electricity comes from, finding out if solar or wind energy 
is in the local energy plan for future years.  
 
On Saturday 29th March we had Earth Hour, a global symbolic event for one 
hour in the evening.  In cities all over the globe electrical appliances, lights etc 
are turned off so that we realise how dependent we are on energy for our lives.  
We were encouraged to gather friends around and enjoy a meal that does not 
require electricity to prepare.  
 
Week 4: 
Here the focus was food production. The participant was encouraged to try 
dairy free days and meat free days.  Learning about organic farming, not buying 
food that has been imported by plane so as to cut air miles, and finding ways to 
garden either oneself, or helping within local community.  

http://footprint.wwf.org.uk/questionnaires/show/1/1/1/
http://www.leicestersingforwater.org.uk
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Im-

 
Week 5 
Here the focus was ‘Reduce, reuse, recycle and fix’. 
participants were encouraged to watch the story of ‘stuff’ by Annie Leonard 
http://storyofstuff.org/movies/story-of-stuff/ 
This explained where our discarded stuff goes, and we are encouraged to com-
post, try to go paper free at work, use email and apps to manage projects and 
communicate to save paper. encouragement to buy less packaging, recycle 
more and ponder on the impact of rubbish on the planet and our health. 
Palm sunday at the end 0f the 40 days is a day to plan not to buy anything and 
spend time with people instead.  Encouragement to make this an ongoing Sun-
day ritual. 
 
For me personally  following the diary  as a daily reflection raised my awareness 
of the impact of daily choices or lack of choices on the health of the planet.  
I certainly did not achieve a great deal.  I did talk about days of significance with 
other people and it has given me ideas for promoting a less energy intense life-
style for myself and for people I talk with.  
I now decline plastic bags at the supermarket, take care not to collect unneces-
sary amounts of plastic, try to be aware of my water use. 
I rarely  eat meat so I now know that this lifestyle is better for the planet.  
I went with friends to the area outside the town hall to take part in Earth Hour 
from 8.30-9.30pm on Saturday 29th March.  I took snacks I had prepared with-
out electricity use.  Friends responded and came along on bikes. The 60 people  
present at the town hall square were  disappointed that Leicester City Council, 
who apparently had agreed to turn off the lights in town, omitted to  do so 
which dampened  the effect.  Despite it,  there were comedians to lighten the 
feel and the choir Red Leicester turned up to sing environmental songs which 
were lovely.  I am not going to use pesticides as I redesign my garden and will 
plant flowers which will attract bees.  
 
Thank you to anyone who took a Carbon Fast diary home and who knows,  
some of you may have a go any month when it is possible.    
 
An end quote from the diary document; 
‘Because I can change the world a little in 40 days but I can change myself a 
lot!’. 
 

Viv Shah Leicester resident.  
vivienshah@gmail.com 

 
 

http://storyofstuff.org/movies/story-of-stuff/
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Some members of the congregation share their efforts 

to go green 

 

 

Mike returning from a trip to the market to buy a 
selection of vegetable for no meat Monday dinner 

Gabi feeding Ziggy, the greenest most         
conscientious cat in the neighbourhood. Her 

food is vegetarian and is made by an ethical pet 
supply company. Her cat litter is made of corn 

kernels that can be flushed down the loo (as 
opposed to adding to landfill waste) 

Tony is a committed recycler and has reduced the 
amount of waste that he puts in his wheelie bin to 
just one small bag per week 

 

John mending a sign for one of the many 
cycle lanes that he uses in our local area.      
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Address given in Chapel by Arthur at Sunday Service on 27th April for the  450th 

Anniversary of Shakespeare’s birth. 

It is believed that Shakespeare was born on 23rd April 1564, and that he died on the same 

date 52 years later in 1616. He was the son of John Shakespeare, a glover, who took an 

active part in municipal affairs, and who served the town of Stratford-on-Avon as mayor.  

William was the third of eight children, and was educated at the local grammar school until 

he was thirteen. In his nineteenth year he married Anne Hathaway, the daughter of a 

farmer, who was eight years his senior. Three years after they were married Shakespeare 

left Stratford and travelled to London. There he joined a company of actors to which he 

remained attached  throughout his career. 

He was closely associated with two famous theatrical names of the period, William Kemp 

and Richard Burbage, and was long connected with the Globe playhouse at Southwark, 

which became the leading theatre of the time, with patrons including Queen Elizabeth I, 

and later King James I. 

There is apparently no evidence that William was a great actor, but legend has it that he 

was credited with playing old men’s parts, such as the ghost in Hamlet. However, he under-

stood what made a good actor, as Hamlet’s advice to the strolling players in that play 

shows. 

Shakespeare’s great dramatic works were produced in the course of some twenty years, 

roughly between his later 20’s to his later 40’s. During that time he became famous, and it 

is understood that he made a small fortune. At some time between 1610 and 1612 he re-

turned to settle in his native Stratford. Regrettably his retirement was not a long one, for as 

we know, he died there on 23rd April 1616, and was buried two days later in the chancel of 

Stratford parish church. 

Some thirty-seven plays have been attributed to Shakespeare’s pen. His power of charac-

terization, his mastery of language and dramatic speech, his deep insight into human life, 

have all been recognised as expressions of his genius. It is possible to trace the develop-

ment of his art, and see how his greatest work was achieved after his experience of life 

deepened. One Shakespearean scholar wrote: “What an ascension of genius we see, from 

the earliest comedies, through the stately scenes of history, onward amidst the dark 

eclipse of the tragic stories, and then upward to the attainment of the vision in those 

crowning plays which illuminate the mysteries of life by a gospel of forgiveness, and a 

prophecy of redemption, as in A Winter’s Tale and The Tempest.” 

Shakespeare’s four greatest plays have been recognised as Hamlet, Macbeth, Othello and 

King Lear. These are all described as great tragedies. “Tragedy” has been defined in many 

different ways, some more obscure than others, for instance: “Dramatic tragedy is a mirror 

of the process by which the intelligence acquires identity and becomes a soul…” 
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Today we use the term tragedy to refer to something particularly sad or calamitous: an 

earthquake, a murder, or an accident. In dramatic terms, because an event is especially sad 

does not make it tragic. For tragedy to occur in a book or a play, there has to be conflict 

present of a spiritual kind, involving issues which affect the soul. The drama arises not so 

much from the actions of the characters on the stage,-- the Elizabethan stage was very 

limited in terms of space or props,-- but from the portrayal of the conflict within the char-

acters’ souls. And Shakespeare of course conveyed this by his incredible use of language 

and poetry. 

In the classical dramas of ancient Greece, of Euripides or Sophocles, the conflict portrayed 

was originally that between the gods and the natural forces, then between humanity and 

the forces outside ourselves such as the fates or the furies, and then later between person 

and person. In the age of Shakespeare the idea of tragedy further developed, and along-

side these exterior conflicts, he portrayed the inner struggle which takes place within the 

deepest recesses of an individual’s personality: this is where the most profound dramas 

take place,-- as indeed we all know and recognise from our own experience… Hamlet is the 

best example. The drama exists between Hamlet and his father’s ghost, Hamlet and his 

mother the Queen and his uncle the King, between Hamlet and the lovely Ophelia, and so 

on. But the height of drama and of tragedy itself takes place within the character of Hamlet 

himself, as we all know so well: 

To be, or not to be: that is the question: 
Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 
And by opposing end them… 

 
As we look into our lives, we will find exactly the same struggles taking place, with different 

characters of course, and a somewhat different story-line, but sometimes no less tragic. 

Great dramatic art prefigures for us on the stage, in a moving and graphic way, the events 

of ordinary life and the struggles involved with them. Great drama enables us to observe 

and understand better the workings of our own minds and hearts, and to distinguish more 

clearly the real values and importance of life. 

It is everyone’s experience that when days become humdrum, existence becomes “matter 

of fact”, and the beauty and the grandeur and the terror of life at times is missed. If your 

life is so quiet (and I often wish mine was!), a great play can help us to see life again as it 

really is, both challenging and vital. 

Tragedy is commonly believed to be something very gloomy, something dark and dreadful, 

something to be avoided; yet the tragic quality of life is probably unavoidable. Evolution 

itself is one long continuous struggle towards survival, which is full of tragic circumstances. 

But as Hamlet says, “What a piece of work is man. How noble in reason! How infinite in 

faculty.” We can hardly dismiss our lot as worthless or entirely tragic when such elevated 
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and noble sentiments also describe us. 

We may feel when reading certain of Shakespeare’s plays that there is so much waste and 

loss, so much pain and destruction, because of the tragic conflicts of life. Yet, dramatic 

tragedy forces upon us the sense of the worth of what is apparently lost, and that is what 

elevates it above mere horror. Dramatic tragedy is no mere tale of destruction, otherwise 

every guts and gore horror film would be tragedy, which it palpably is not.  

In genuine tragedy there is always present a serious struggle between good and evil. To 

witness a play by Shakespeare may harrow our feelings, but it will also stir and cleanse our 

emotions,-- produce a sense of catharsis. We may additionally experience a sense of exhil-

aration and exaltation because of the human courage and genuine worth that are engaged 

in the conflict portrayed. 

The French author Pascal said that even if all the material forces of the universe were to 

crush humanity, humanity would still be greater than those forces, because we would 

know what those forces did not know: that they were crushing us. In other words, we 

alone have mind and consciousness. Likewise in dramatic tragedy, when a character is 

being crushed by the powers of fate or circumstance, the dignity and worth of that charac-

ter stand out in yet bolder relief. 

An eminent Shakespearean scholar has written: “Sometimes from the very furnace of 

afflictions a conviction arises that somehow, if we could but see it, this agony counts as 

nothing against the heroism and love which appear in it and thrills our hearts.” 

Another reason why dramatic tragedy may be seen as exalting lies in the fact that it pre-

sents us with a world which has at its heart a moral order. Evil is something destructive 

and weakening in itself, something which tends to destroy itself. If this were not true, 

there would be no order, beauty, goodness or health left in the world. Evil would have long 

ago destroyed it. But that there are goodness, health and moral order is evidence that evil 

brings about its own destruction. In the drama evil exacts a price from the good, and there-

in lies the tragedy, but with it arises our awareness of the overall prevailing value of the 

good. 

Shakespeare sets his characters in exceptional or excessive circumstances. Usually they are 

people of considerable worldly standing, such as kings or princes. Cast as such they       

magnify the circumstance of ordinary life and we see it writ large through them. 

There is not much overt religion in Shakespeare, nor does he afford his characters much 

comfort from religious belief. In his dramatic tragedies in particular, however, his emphasis 

on the redeeming values of goodness and virtue in his protagonists, no matter how they 

are beset about, actually delivers all the power and effectiveness in the plays. 

Nevertheless, as Hamlet himself says in the concluding act of that drama: 

“There’s a divinity that shapes our ends, 

Rough-hew them how we may…” 
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Confession 

For all that we ought to have thought, and have not thought; 

For all that we ought to have said, and have not said; 

For all that we ought to have done, and have not done; 

For all that we ought not to have thought, and yet have thought; 

For all that we ought not to have spoken, and yet have spoken; 

For all that we ought not to have done, and yet have done: 

For thoughts, words and works, we pray for forgiveness and repent. 

                                                Zoroastrian prayer of confession 

 
A Parents’ Prayer 
 
Always believe in yourself 
Promise always to be compassionate 
Appreciate that you make mistakes 
Recognise that I do too 
Entrust me with your worries 
Never doubt that I will support you when you need me 
Talk to me about the things you find difficult 
Share your dreams 
 
Please understand that I can have moods just like you 
Receive a little advice now and then 
Accept that I sometimes get things wrong 
You need to help me to get things right 
Enjoy your life 
Realise that I love you without reservation 

 
Taken from ‘Up and Down in the Dales’ (2002) by Gervase Phinn  

 

         Both items requested for publication here by Freda Betts 

 



14  

 

DIRECTORY 

MINISTER  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Sir Peter Soulsby 
E-mail: Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
Whitewings, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester, LE2 2LR. 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 

mailto:ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:fossilmatron@msn.com
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NEWSLETTER COMPILER: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FLOWER SECRETARY: 
Mrs Morag Jones 
Tel: 0116 2760400 
 
ORGANIST: 
Mr William Northmore 
Mobile: 07841034225 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile:07736772381 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX 

mailto:nickydrucquer@gmail.com
mailto:jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk
http://www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk
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