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11AM SUNDAY SERVICES   
March 
6

th
 Mothering Sunday – the minister 

13
th
 – Dr Jane Russell 

20
th
 Palm Sunday – the minister 

27
th
 Easter Day – the minister 

 
April 
3

rd
 – the minister 

10
th
 – the minister 

17
th
 – the minister 

24
th
 – the minister 

 
May 
1

st
 – the minister 

8
th
 – the minister 

15
th
 Whitsun – the minister 

22
nd

 – the minister 
29

th
 – the minister  

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
Saturday 5th March – EMU Quarterly Meeting at Hinckley at 
2.30pm. Rev John Clifford, President of the General Assembly to 
attend. 
 
Saturday 16th April – Induction of Rev Patrick Timperley at Hinck-
ley at 2.30pm, the minister participating. 
 
Wed 20th April – Bishop Street Methodist Interfaith Walk      arrives 
at Great Meeting at approx. 1.45pm. 
 
Saturday 7th May – Piano Concert at Great Meeting given by Dr 
Tamara McCoy from 7.30pm. 
 
Sunday 22nd May – EMU Joint Service at Great Meeting at 6pm. 
Tea will be served from 4.30pm. Preacher Rev Alex Bradley, ser-
vice led by the minister. 

 

 

 

 

 

User
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Saturday 28
th

 May – Chalice Meditation Workshop at Great 
Meeting, led by David Kent and the Great Meeting Music 
Group, from 12 noon to 6pm. 

 
************************************************************* 

FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As some of you may know, our future son-in-law, Thom, is a 
chef. Over the Christmas period he had been working for a  
restauranteur well-known for quality catering in the county. 
 
As a post-Christmas treat for his chefs, this restauranteur took 
his staff down to London for the day. They all travelled first 
class on the train, and on arrival were booked into a high-class 
establishment for a special meal. 
 
After detailing the finer points of the menu with some gusto, 
Thom revealed that the cost per person had come to over £100 
each. Well, they all had a wonderful and delicious time, every-
one appreciative of the extraordinary courses they had been 
served. 
 
On leaving the restaurant they made their way to a bar for a 
little additional refreshment. And so it was in a happy frame of 
mind that the evening was drawing to an end and the time to 
travel home drawing close. 
 
Walking through central London the small party came across a 
homeless individual sitting on the cold pavement with his dog. 
Some of them wanted to hurry on to the station, but Thom 
asked them to wait. He quickly went into a nearby fish and chip 
shop, and re-emerged with a packet of fish and chips and sau-
sages. These he handed to the homeless man, saying “Here’s 
some supper for you, and the sausages are for the dog!” 
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It had been a day of food when they had enjoyed the generosity of 
their boss, and it had ended with food and a very welcome gesture 
of kindness to a stranger. 
 
A member of the congregation has also written to me about an    
incident he had been involved in not long ago, when once again, 
compassion and caring for others had been to the fore.                

 
 Arthur 

 

COMPASSION IS STILL AMONGST US 
 
It was late Sunday afternoon, a cold, damp and very windy day and 
we were coming out of Marks and Spencer into the Haymarket in 
Leicester. A tall man was reeling around speaking incoherently, I 
went to him and was trying to guide him to a nearby seat  when he 
fell, face down onto the pavement, I tried to lift him but he was too 
heavy for me. He appeared to be a  homeless man who had a    
haversack and sleeping bag. I thought he was very drunk, he was 
twitching and incoherent but had managed to roll on to his side.  
 
Two young men came over and I asked them to help me to get him 
on the nearby seat. He could not control his legs and they could not 
support him but gently  put him back down on the ground and rolled 
him on his side where he was slightly sick, so they rolled him over 
away from it.  
 
Then three East European men came over and tried to get him up 
without success. They were very concerned to keep him on his side 
to save him choking and stayed with us. Then two young women 
came over and were very concerned and at the same time a lady 
who had worked at the homeless hostel arrived. She recognised 
him as a man named Lee who had been at the hostel but had dis-
charged himself. She said he was an alcoholic but also had         
diabetes and was epileptic and had a recent head injury, which ex-
plained the twitching etc. The two young women were still with us, 
and one telephoned for an ambulance, they waited for the           
ambulance to arrive and telephoned apologies to friends who they 
had arranged to meet.  
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Then a West Indian lady named Rachel arrived with many bags of 
shopping. She sat on the pavement next to Lee and was talking to 
him, he made a few noises indicating that he knew she was there. 
She took out some new blankets that she had bought for her 
daughter and covered him to keep him warm until the ambulance 
arrived. We spoke with her and she explained she was an ex     
alcoholic who had been on a recovery programme for 7 months 
and had some understanding of his problems and had met him 
there. When the ambulance arrived 
she helped the driver , who was 
alone, to get Lee inside and went 
with him to the hospital. 
 
So many examples of people who 
are willing to try to help a stranger 
despite his condition, in contrast to 
those who are keen to destroy      
others that they did not know. 
 
 
 

*FRONT COVER PICTURE  
 

Charles Berry was the most distinguished minister of Great Meeting 
during the nineteenth century; indeed one of the most distinguished 
in the town. With the leading members of the congregation he 
played a major part in political reform in Leicester during the early 
nineteenth century. An attractive figure he developed friendships 
easily. Robert Hall, the great Baptist minister, who became a close 
friend of Berry, was heard to say that ‘he hoped, (indeed he 
thought,) Mr Berry would be saved, but he did not see how!!’  
 
Berry maintained an important school for over thirty years. He first 
came to Great Meeting from Homerton Academy as a student,   
returning the following summer. At first orthodox, he carried the  
congregation into Unitarianism with him as his opinions changed. 
He was minister from 1803 until 1869. He was a founder of 
the Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society, and also helped 
establish the Museum in New Walk.     
        David Wykes 
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IN MEMORIAM 
 
BETTY HEATHCOTE 
 
It is with great sadness that we record the death, early in the 
hours of Tuesday morning 26

th
 January last, of Marjorie     

Elizabeth Heathcote, known as Betty, at the age of 91 years. 
The funeral was held at Countesthorpe Crematorium on 16

th
 

February, the minister officiating. Our deepest sympathy is 
extended to Betty’s daughter Anne and all her family. 
 
Grateful thanks to Freda Betts who has submitted the lyrics 
opposite “in memory of Betty Heathcote who loved this song 
as I do…” 
 
SUSAN CLAPP 
 
We are very sorry indeed to have to record the death, in the 
early hours of Saturday 30

th
 January last, of Susan Mary 

Clapp, the mother of Elizabeth Wykes . Susan had been un-
well for time, and passed away at home, at the age of  84 
years.  
 
The funeral took place on 11

th
 February at the West Wiltshire 

Crematorium, the minister officiating. 
 
Our sympathies and condolences are extended to Elizabeth 
and David Wykes, to Susan’s husband Richard and all their 
family, at this sad time. 
 
DOREEN BUTTERWORTH 
 
Widow of our late member Ron Butterworth died on Friday 
12th February, peacefully in the LRI, at the age of 99 years. 
The burial is to take place on Thursday 25th April, for family 
only, at Gilroes Crematorium.  This will be followed by a     
service at 3.45 pm at St Anne’s (Doreen’s home church) to 
which all are welcome. 
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SPRING 
 
Yet once again churlish winter I see to Spring surrender, 
Blossoms are budding on hedge and on tree so fair and tender, 
Once more the ice-fields by Spring set adrift 
Break loose with a quiver, 
Snow-bonds relax and the waterfalls swift 
Dash down to the river. 
Once more the meadows, their flowers to the Spring 
As tribute are bringing. 
Once more the lark as she soars on her wing 
To summer is singing. 
 
Sunbeams once more in the sweet scented air 
I see vibrating, 
Butterflies flitting now here and now there 
For ever migrating. 
All that is Springlike as never before.  
My heart fills with yearning, 
Sadly I ask myself, shall I no more 
The year see returning? 
Well be it so for as life rich and fair  
sweet memories I cherish 
More enjoyed than should fall to my share 
and all has to perish. 
 
Once I myself shall ascend to the height 
Of sun ever shining. 
There mid the sunbeams celestial light 
Forget grief and pining. 
All that the Spring in her bounty gave me, 
Each joy-laden morrow 
Seems but the symbol of spirits set free 
From earth and from sorrow. 
Thus when the wind in the forest doth play 

The song heard at even, 
Seems to my soul to be pointing the way 
To God – and to Heaven. 
 

Words by RH Elkin, music by Edvard Grieg 
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REUNION 

The Macintoshes and Archers were very surprised to find that they 
would be in New Zealand at the same time in January so they 
couldn’t resist a family get together with their respective daughters 
Andie and Helen.  Here they are in Andie’s garden near Cambridge 
in the North Island. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back Row: Charles McIntosh; Ruth Archer; Helen and Martin (Archer daughter and 
son-in law); Phil Archer; Ben (McIntosh son-in-law). Front Row: Pam McIntosh; 
Dan and Rebecca (Archer grandchildren); Devin and Teo (McIntosh grandchil-
dren). 
 
********************************************************************************************** 

'THE SELF AND SOCIAL ATTITUDES IN BRITAIN TODAY’ 

 
Can you spare 10 minutes to help with political psychology research that is 
being conducted at the University of Greenwich’s Department of Psychology, 
Social Work & Counselling by taking part in a survey? It looks at the relation-
ship between personality and social, political and economic attitudes in  
democratic societies. The survey can be accessed at:  
https://greenwichuniversity.eu.qualtrics.com/SE/     
 With thanks,                                                                Dr Nigel Meek PhD 
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THE ORGAN 

Many of you will know that the organ is in need of overhaul. 
At the moment, this is deferred because of the need for   
repairs to the building. 

This instrument is rated highly by local organists. There was 
a substantial rebuild by leading organ builders J.W. Walker 
& Sons Ltd in 1928 and an overhaul by Ken Canter in 1970. 

The organ has 3 manual keyboards and a pedal keyboard. It 
has 38 speaking stops, 13 couplers and 2 tremulants, giving 
a total of 53 stopkeys. There are 2,015 pipes giving 2,318 
separate notes; of these 170 are malfunctioning (7.3%). 
There are also some serious faults in the stop control  
mechanism. 

7.3% sounds like a small problem. However, many of the 
faults are in crucial places, e.g. 1. The Pedal Organ is       
almost entirely unusable. 2. On the swell organ, Treble C is 
dumb on 10 out of 12 stops. This note occurs in almost   
every hymn melody. 

The organ is of a quality that makes it worthwhile to work 
round the faults. There has been an organ at Great Meeting 
since 1800. I hope it may long continue. 

Robin Lister 
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SPECIAL SERVICE 
 
On 24

th
 January we commemorated 

a combination of Robbie Burns Day 
and Holocaust Memorial Day. The 
Great Meeting singers set the tone 
for remembering Burns with a four-
part rendition of the lyrical, if rather 
heart-breaking, song, “Ye Banks 
and Braes”.   
 

The service was followed by the Great Meeting tradition of a 
Burns lunch, complete with both meat and vegetarian Haggis, 
provided by Morag Jones and her team of willing helpers.  
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meal was magnificent, and the atmosphere convivial.  
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INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL 

DAY 

27 January 2016 was International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day. In  
honour of that occasion, I would like to 
share a thought from Victor Frankl, the 
renowned neurologist, psychiatrist and 
Holocaust survivor.  
 
 
In his 1959 book, Man’s Search for Meaning, Frankl contem-
plated deeply on our human nature, trying to understand the 
horrific brutality that he had experienced and witnessed in the 
concentration camps. One of his most profound observations 
was that human beings are not simplistically divided between 
“good” (the prisoners) and “bad” (the guards). He noted that, 
while most guards would blindly follow orders, meting out   
torture and punishment at every opportunity, there were some 
who would, in an act of kindness for which they could them-
selves have been punished, turn a blind eye when a prisoner 
stumbled and fell. On the other hand, there were prisoners 
who would steal the last crumb of bread from fellow prison-
ers, and there were those who would give their last crumb to 
someone who was closer to starvation than they were.  
 
 
As Paul McCartney put it in the song Ebony and Ivory, “There 
is good and bad in everyone... Oh Lord why don’t we (live in 
harmony)?” 
        Gabi Witthaus  

 

Photo by Prof. Dr. Franz Vesely, CC BY-SA 3.0 de, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=15153593  

  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=15153593
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=15153593
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GREAT MEETING SINGERS: THE 1ST YEAR 
 
We’ve had a productive year since rehearsal began in February 2015 and 
hope that we are creating a nice balance of putting forth regular musical   
tributes within services whilst having a system that allows singers to commit 
as little or as much as they want.  We very much welcome “guest singers” 
and those who may want to join us on casual or temporary basis.  Our only 
prerequisite is that you simply enjoy singing and we welcome people of all 
abilities. 
 
Looking back on our highlights, the contribution to last year’s Christmas    
service is probably top of the list.  We also contributed to a concert service on 
the theme of music last October and introduced some of David Kent’s Chalice 
meditations over the past year.  Other notable contributions have been Make 
me a Channel of your Peace, Bridge Over Troubled Water, Look at the 
Hillside and Ave Verum Corpus.  
 
There is lots ahead to look forward to this year, including our first fundraising 
Chalice Meditation Workshop which will raise funds to support the activities of 
the Great Meeting Singers.  There will be another concert service in the    
autumn and we have plans for our first musical tribute with percussion       
accompaniment! 
 
One of the best ways to reflect is with the aid of cake of course and from the 
photos you’ll see that much reflection was had as we marked out first year 

together!   
 
                                                                                                              
Verity      Hunt 
Sheppard 
 
 

 



13  

 

THE CHALICE MEDITATIONS 
A CHORAL WORKSHOP AND SERVICE FOR WORLD PEACE 

 

As a choir leader and composer I have long been an admirer of the 
work of J. Berthier and the Taize community. Taize chants are tiny 
musical masterpieces that are easy to learn, easy to sing, and lovely 
to listen to. Many congregations of all denominations use them, either 
as simple anthems sung by a choir, or as chants sung by the whole 
congregation. 

I began to wonder what the Unitarian version would be like. In order 
to find out, I contacted seven Unitarian ministers and asked them to 
contribute a short “meditation” that I would then set to music. The  
result is eight sung pieces called “The Chalice Meditations” which I 
introduced to the world at the Unitarian Summer School in Great 
Hucklow in 2015. With their spiritual and inspirational text they have 
since proved popular with many congregations. 

We are pleased to be presenting a singers workshop based 
around these meditations. As well as singing these new pieces, this 
relaxed session will include a vocal warm up and tips on vocal pro-
duction. You do not have to read music or have any previous choral 
experience to join us. After the workshop, the singers will be invited 
to lead the congregation in our “Chalice Meditations for Peace”     
service. 

The ticket price will go towards funding 
the work of the Great Meeting Singers, in particular to the purchase 
of sheet music and equipment. 

If you’re not tempted by the workshop, then please join us for 

the service at 4pm.  

This will be led by Simon Hall on the theme of world peace, with a 
collection on behalf of Amnesty International.           David Kent 

 
Date:   Saturday 28th May 

Location:  GM Unitarian Chapel, Bond St 

Time:   1.00 –5.00 (service at 4.00 pm) 

Cost:   £10 includes light refreshments 
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Directory 
MINISTER  
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S 
‘Whitewings’, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester LE2 2LR 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Sir Peter Soulsby 
E-mail: Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk 
 
TREASURER: 
Dr David Wykes F.R.Hist.S, 
Whitewings, 3 Southmeads Road, Oadby,  
Leicester, LE2 2LR. 
Tel: 0116 2710784 
E-mail: Director@dwlib.co.uk 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
Mrs Diane Romano-Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 Mobile: 07962427295 
Email: fossilmatron@msn.com 
 
ACTING SECRETARY: 
Rev Dr Arthur Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics, LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile: 07803895828 
E-mail: ArthurStewart@live.co.uk 

 

mailto:ArthurStewart@live.co.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:Peter.Soulsby@leicester.gov.uk
mailto:Director@dwlib.co.uk
mailto:fossilmatron@msn.com
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NEWSLETTER COMPILER: 
Mrs Nicky Drucquer 
47 Elms Road, South Knighton, Leicester, LE2 3JD. 
Tel: 0116 2219685 
Email: nickydrucquer@gmail.com 
 
FABRIC WARDEN: 
Mr John Woodward 
9 Glen Rise, Glen Parva, Leicester, LE2 1HN. 
Tel: 0116 2785820 
Email: jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk 
 
FLOWER SECRETARY: 
Mrs Morag Jones 
Tel: 0116 2760400 
 
ORGANIST: 
Mr Mark Balding 
Tel: 0116 2892202 
 
CARETAKER: 
Mr Stephen Lynch 
Mobile: 07811970859 
 
LETTINGS SECRETARY: 
Mrs Annie Stewart 
11 Herrick Close, Sileby, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 7RL. 
Tel: 01509 812236 Mobile:07736772381 
Email: lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL WEBSITE: www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk 
 
CHAPEL ADDRESS: 
Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel 
45 East Bond Street, 
Leicester, 
LE1 4SX 
 

mailto:nickydrucquer@gmail.com
mailto:jwoodward@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lettings@LeicesterUnitarians.co.uk
http://www.leicesterunitarians.co.uk
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